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COIVSTITUTIOI^. 

Art.  I.  The  name  of  this  body  shall  be  the  American  Congregational  Asso- 
ciation. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  secure  the  erection  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  of  a  Congregational  House  for  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accom- 
modation of  its  library,  and  tor  the  furtherance  of  its  general  purposes;' to  found  and 
perpetuate  a  library  of  books,  pamphlets  and  manuscripts,  and  a  collection  of  por- 
traits and  relics  of  the  past;  and  to  do  whatever  else, — within  the  limits  of  its  charter, 
— shall  serve  to  illustrate  Congregational  history,  and  promote  the  general  interests 
of  tlie  Congregational  churches. 

Art.  III.  This  Association  shall  be  composed  of  meml)er8  of  Orthodox  Congre- 
gational churches, — paying  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury'. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President, — such  a  number  of 
Vice-Presidents  as  the  Association  mav  from  year  to  year  elect, — a  Corresponding 
and  Recording  Secretary,  a  Librarian,  Treasurer,  and  an  Auditor,  'lliese  Secretaries, 
Librarian  and  Treasurer,  with  fourteen  others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged 
with  the  general  interests  of  the  Association,  live  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  Annual 
Meetings. 

Art.  V.  The  Annual  Meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business 
appropriate  to  such  meetings,  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the 
last  Wednesday  in  May,  in  each  year,  at  twelve  o'clock,  M.  Special  meetings  may 
Ihj  called  at  any  time  l)y  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Annual  and  all  special  meet- 
ings must  be  called  by  published  notice  in  the  Orthodox  Congregational  weekly 
newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least  one  week  previous. 

Art.  VI.  This  (Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting,  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  public  notice  having  Ijeen  given  of  tlie  nature  of 
the  proposed  alteration,  in  the  call  for  the  meeting;  but  the  third  article  shall  be 
unalterable. 

Art.  I  The  exercises  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report 
of  tlie  Directors,  and  other  officers  having  reports  to  make ;  action  upon  the  same ; 
the  election  of  officers;  and  the  performance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly 
come  before  the  meeting. 

Art.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  judg- 
ment of  the  best  interests  of  the  Association  may  suggest,  an<l  the  method  of  calling 
the  same.  All  their  iiieeting:s  shall  be  opened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have 
power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting  of  the  Association  for  anniversary 
purposes,  wiiich  they  may  think  tit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors'  meeting  after  their  ap|>ointinent,  a  chairman  shall 
be  chosen  by  ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee,  by  nomination, 
(each  of  three  members,)  to  serve  respectively  for  the  year.  Immediately  after  the 
opening  of  each  meeting,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a 
docket  <)f  business,  prepared  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  lV)ard  for  action,  to  which  any  memlier  may  add  other  items. 

Art.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  Rejwrt  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each 
Annual  Meeting  of  tlie  Association,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the 
body  as  in  their  judgment  its  welfare  reqiures. 

Art.  V.  The  Corresiwnding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belong- 
ing to  that  office. 

Art.  VI.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  business 
is  transacted  in  the  meetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Art.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  A8S(^>- 
ciation,  an<l  hohl  the  same  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors, — paying  only  such  bills  as 
have  the  certified  approval  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  tinance  Committee.  He 
shall  report  the  state  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Association  at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and 
to  the  l>irector8  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

Art.  yill.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  complete  catalogue  of  all  books,  pamphlet**, 
manuscripts,  periodicals,  portraits  and  other  articles  of  interest  belonging  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, with  the  names  of  their  donors  annexed;  and  shall  have  the  general  charge 
of  the  same  under  the  Librarj'  Committee. . 

Art.  IX.  Previously  to  each  AnAual  Meeting  the  Library  Committee  shall  examine 
the  Library  and  all  the  property  of  the  Association,  and  *rep<jrt  its  condition  to  the 
Board,  who  shall  embody  that  statement  in  their  Annual  Report. 

Art.  X.  No  book,  pamphlet,  manuscript  or  periodical,  shall  be  taken  from  the 
Library,  except  on  such  terms,  and  for  such  time,  as  the  Library  Committee  shall  pre- 
scribe ;  nor  shall  yisitors  be  permitted  to  make  extracts  from  manuscripts,  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Librarian. 

Art.  XI.  These  By-laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the 
Association,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
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This  organization  originated  in  a  confessed 
necessity,  and  dates  its  present  form  from  May  25, 
1853.  A  number  of  individuals  had  long  felt  it  to 
be  a  great  evil  that  no  provisions  had  been  made, 
even  at  a  much  earlier  period,  to  gather  and  pre- 
sei^ve  the  writings  and  other  memorials  of  the 
founders  of  our  Congregational  churches,  and  thus 
of  the  free  institutions  of  our  country.  Farther 
delay  but  increased  the  evil.  It  was  therefore 
resolved  to  erect  or  secure  as  soon  as  practicable,  a 
fire-proof  building  in  Boston,  into  which  might  be 
brought,  and  thus  be  made  available,  all  the  books, 
pamphlets,  manuscripts,  portraits,  engravings,  and 
other  relics  of  these  men  of  world-wide  fame; 
also,  to  furnish  rooms  for  the  social  purposes  of  our 
ministry,  and  then  for  renting  to  other  benevolent 
or  affiliated  societies,  or  appropriate  business  firms, 
so  as  to  secure  an  income  adequate  to  sustain  and 
realize  the  leading  objects  of  the  Association.  For 
various  reasons,  but  little  progress  was  made  dur- 
ing the  first  three  years.  After  the  Rev.  Joseph 
S.  Clark,  D.D.,  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  financial 


wants  of  the  Association,  in  about  eighteen  months, 
full  ten  thousand  dollars  were  secured,  the  Judge 
Jackson  estate  on  Chauncy  Street  was  purchased, 
with  the  confident  expectation  that  a  mortgage  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars,  and  a  floating  debt  of 
about  four  thousand  dollars,  would  soon  be  paid. 
But  the  financial  panic  of  1857,  the  subsequent  ill- 
ness and  much  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Clark,  and 
the  war  of  1861  to  1865  prevented  the  anticipated 
jpesult.  To  meet  these  liabilities  and  place  the 
Association  more  nearly  on  a  working  basis,  the 
Rev.  A.  P.  Marvin  commenced  a  canvass  of 
Boston,  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  other  large  Con- 
gregational centers  on  the  18th  of  July,  1865, 
and  continued  his  services  until  January  1, 1867. 
"With  the  subscriptions  already  paid  and  from 
the  favorable  sale  of  the  property  on  Chauncy 
Street  in  December  last,  the  treasm'er  has  liqui- 
dated all  our  debts  and  has  a  fund,  paid  and 
pledged,  of  sixty-three  thousand  dollars  now  on 
interest,  or  soon  to  be  paid,  and  to  be  made  in 
this  way  productive. 

Our  Rooms. 

The  sale  of  the  building  on  Chauncy  Street 
necessitated  a  removal.  After  much  inquiry  and 
examination  these  pleasant  rooms  were  secured  and 
fitted  up  at  considerable  expense,  and  with  much 
hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  librarian,  and  his 
ever  faithful  and  efficient  assistant,  the  libraiy  was 


aiTanged  as  now  seen.  "While  these  rooms  are  not 
what  is  wanted,  needed,  expected,  yet  they  arc  so 
great  an  improvement  on  anything  before  offered 
by  this  board  to  their  friends,  that  they  have  great 
pleasure  in  greeting  them  here  on  this  Anniversary 
occasion.  The  building  is  more  nearly  fire-proof 
than  the  former,  and  our  rooms  are  much  more 
accessible,  light,  pleasant  and  convenient.  "We 
can  now  give  facilities  for  reading  our  denomina- 
tional papers,  monthlies  and  quarterlies,  as  never 
before.  Ministers  and  others  can  avail  themselves 
of  this  privilege  to  the  fullest  extent — without 
money  and  without  price. 

The  L1BRA.RT. 

The  Library,  for  consultation  and  reference,  is 
fast  coming  to  be  attractive.  In  religious  and 
other  periodical  literature,  it  is  not  weak ;  in  our 
denominational  literature,  whether  as  showing  our 
statistics  in  State  minutes,  or  our  polity  as  defined 
and  defended  by  our  fathers  and  our  cotemporaries, 
or  oiu"  doctrines, — as  expounded  by  the  ablest  men 
in  the  country,  as  is  seen  in  commentaries,  contror- 
vcrsies  and  expositions, — in  these  and  some  other 
particulars  this  library  is  now  beginning  to  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  best.  It  has  been  increased 
from  about  2,000  volumes  in  1855,  to  6,060  bound 
volumes  at  this  time, — and  this  Avithout  a  dollar's 
appropriation  from  the  treasury  with  which  to  buy 
a  single  book,  and  only  $200  to  aid  in  binding. 


During  the  last  year,  918  volumes  have  been  added 
to  our  shelves,  and  among  them  some  very  valuable 
books.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Robert 
Ashton,  of  London,  we  have  completed  our  set  of 
the  Year  Book  of  the  Congregational  Union  of 
England  and  "Wales,  running  back  to  1846.  He 
also  sent  a  set  (five  volumes)  of  Bogue  &  Bennetts 
^^  History  of  Dissenters  from  the  Revolution  in 
1688  to  1838,''  with  some  other  books. 

Of  pamphlets,  some  of  them  extremely  rare 
and  valuable,  we  have  many.  Nearly  30,000  are 
arranged  and  available.  But  our  friends  must  come 
and  examine  for  themselves  to  know  the  value  of 
the  treasures  now  garnered  here,  waiting  the  better 
and  more  secure  place  yet  to  be  provided.  It  is 
already  known  that  a  number  of  valuable  libraries 
would  be  donated  and  deposited  with  ours  had  we 
the  long  looked-for  fire-proof  building. 

liACK  OF  Funds. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  the  present  re- 
sources of  the  Association  are  entirely  inadequate  to 
its  vigorous  life  and  highest  usefulness.  It  cannot 
purchase  a  suitable  site  and  erect  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing fitted  to  its  various  and  important  purposes, 
without  a  much  larger  sum  than  has  yet  been  con- 
tributed. But  how  to  raise  this  larger  sum  is  the 
stern  problem  that  now  confronts  this  board.  There 
is  not  that  freedom  and  generosity  in  giving  by  the 
majority  of  the  able  and  benevolent  that  would  be 


naturally  expected.  This  arises,  it  is  firmly 
believed,  from  a  want  of  knowledge  touching  the 
great  need  of  a 

Congregational  Home. 

It  has  always  been  needed  since  our  denomina- 
tion extended  its  churches  beyond  very  narrow 
geographical  limits.  While  Cotton,  JS'orton,  Sbep- 
afd,  Eliot,  Hooker  and  the  long  line  of  Mathers 
lived,  they  were  influential  in  counsel, — each  in  his 
turn,  or  two  or  three  as  cotemporaries, — and  it  was 
'easy  for  those  laboring  on  the  frontiers,  ten,  twenty, 
fifty,  and  perhaps  some  at  the  then  dangerous  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  miles  from  Boston,  by  slow 
stages,  to  reach  these  safe  advisers,  and  gain  some 
such  help  as  their  isolation  and  dependence  made 
indispensable.  The  elder  Prince,  at  a  somewhat 
later  day,  rendered  excellent  service  in  this  way, 
l)y  his  position,  by  his  acquirements,  and  more  by 
lis  large,  rare  and  valuable  library.  But  for  the 
last  one  hundred  years  or  more,  there  have  been 
no  names,  or  cluster  of  names,  which  were  of 
themselves  particularly  influential,  and  no  place  of 
resort  where  the  accumulated  wisdom  of  the 
Fathers  could  be  found;  and  no  figures  can 
express  the  loss,  not  to  us  as  a  denomination 
merely,  for  that  is  not  worthy  of  mention,  but  the 
loss  of  principles,  of  harmony  in  thought  and  prac- 
tice, and  hence  of  power  for  good  in  our  country 
and  in  the  world,  simply  because  we  have  had  no  one 
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place  where  light  and  knowledge  could  be  obtained, 
and  to  which  all  alike  could  apply,  and  whence  all 
could  derive  the  benefit  that  such  a  place  could 
bestow.  Our  churches  and  ministers  are  no  longer 
confined  to  the  narrow  boundaries  of  New  Eng- 
land and  New  York,  but  they  have  extended  them- 
selves "into  the  regions  lying''  a  great  ways 
"beyond.''  As  a  denomination  we  are  no  longer 
^^ sectional,"  but  are  cosmopolitan.  Our  "lines 
are  gone  forth  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth."  The 
distances  which  separate  us  are  not  measured  now 
by  tens,  but  by  thousands  of  miles,  and  these  dis- 
tances are  constantly  extending.  The  devoted 
occupants  of  these  outposts, — each  in  its  turn  to 
become  a  center  of  a  larger  or  a  smaller  circle  of 
kindred  occupants, — ^naturally,  necessarily  look! — 
look ! — but,  where  shall  they  look  for  the  informa- 
tion they  must  lack,  and  yet  imperiously  need? — 
where  shall  they  look  for  head-quarters? — ^for  the 
source  whence  these  liberty-loving  churches  ema- 
nated? Other  denominations  point  to  their  high 
courts  or  their  denominational  book  as  a  final 
appeal;  and  now,  indeed,  even  these  branches  of 
the  great  Christian  family  have  found  the  domicil 
a  7iec€ssity;  hence,  at  their  central  points  each 
has  its  fitting  building,  containing  its  history  and 
its  varied  mementos.  But  where,  the  question 
returns,  shall  our  scattered  brotherhood  look  to 
find  now  that  which  shall  assure  them  that  they 
belong  to  something;  that  back  of  them  some- 


where  there  is  an  accessible  point  of  sufficient  sig- 
.nificance  rightly  to  bear  the  name  Congi^egationaly 
Congregational  House,  hence  CoxGREGATiONAji 
Home;  to  which  they  might  look,  and  to  which 
they  might  refer  and  answer  the  inquiries,  of 
which  there  are  not  a  few, — "who  are  you? 
whence  are  you?  and  what  is  your  history?" — to 
which  they  might  themselves  resort  for  the  know- 
ledge, to  them  so  needful  •in  Jaying  foundations, 
not  of  churches  simply,  but  of  all  institutions, 
educational,  civil  and  domestic.  It  is  not  supposed 
that  those  who  have  not  been  much  on  our 
frontier  or  at  these  outposts,  or  met  their  occupants 
in  their  seeming  banishment,  will  fully  appreciate 
this  great  want.  But  the  Directors  share  largely 
in  the  feelings  of  the  corresponding  secretary, 
whose  occupation  for  the  last  ten  years  has  led  him 
into  intimate  association  with  these  brethren  at 
their  homes  and  at  their  meetings  in  their  annual 
gatherings,  and  who  has  been  compelled  to  see 
and  deeply  to  feel  that  they,  if  not  we,  must  have 
this  long  talked  of  "  Home ;  "  whose  convictions 
of  the  importance  of  the  speedy  erection  of  a 
suitable  building  and  of  its  fitting  appointments 
to  meet  this  reasonable  and  necessary  demand, 
have  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  no  object  is 
more  immediately  pressing;  that  no  cause,  among 
the  many,  calls  more  loudly  for  liberal  responses; 
that  no  outlay  of  similar  amount  will  be  more  per- 
manently or  widely  remunerative.     Just  aa  surely 
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as  the  government  wants  its  eapitol,  or  the  family 
its  domicil,  so  surely  do  the  Congregational  churches 
of  this  great  and  growingly  greater  country  want 
a  place,  the  place,  in  the  which  may  be  found 
their  polity,  their  doctrines,  their  principles,  their 
precious  mementos,  their  history  —  everything  of 
theirs  that  can  be  secured  that  will  be  helpful  to 
l^i oncers,  as  to  old  settlers,  that  all  may  be  well 
furnished  for  their  work.  Now  no  two,  no  twenty 
places  contain  what  still  exists  of  these  records  and 
memorials.  The  lapse  of  time  is  diminishing  the 
number  of  them,  and  rendering  them  more  difficult 
to  obtain. 

Let  no  one  apprehend  a  centralization  in  such  a 
proposed  structure,  dangerous  to  the  fullest  liberty 
of  the  local  churches.  Its  tendencies  would  be  all 
the  other  way.  Every  one  coming  to  such  a  place 
would  be  the  equal  of  every  other.  Each  would 
feel  that  he  was  at  home,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
men  who  paid  too  dearly  for  the  rights  of  con- 
science and  freedom  of  worship,  for  him  lightly  to 
esteem  or  cheaply  to  sacrifice  such  an  inheritance; 
when  especially  he  is  walking  amid,  and  looking 
upon,  the  memorials  of  those  founders  themselves. 
Its  power  would  only  be  moral ;  and  in  no  possible 
form  could  it  be  ecclesiastical.  Our  principles,  and 
the  practices  of  the  Fathers,  utterly  preclude  the 
idea  of  denominational  courts;  or  the  authority  of 
even  our  especially  called  coimcils,  except  as  there 

is  ^^  REASON  FOR  IT." 
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The  Proposition.  . 

To  meet  these  varied  wants  and  accomplish  these 
all-important  objects,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  build- 
ing; Jire-'proofj  because  of  the  inestimable  value  of 
the  materials  it  is  to  contain;  in  Boston^  because 
Boston  is  the  natural  and  necessary  place  for  it; 
largSj  because  much  room  will  be  demanded  for  our 
own  and  other  kindred  purposes  ;  plaiUj  simple, 
grand  and  imposing,  because  such  was  the  charac- 
ter of  the  men  who  brought  with  them  and  estab- 
lished here  the  principles  that  have  made  us  a  plain, 
simple,  grand  and  imposing  nation.  We  say  this 
building  should  be  in  Boston,  not  because  it  is  the 
residence  of  many  of  us,  but  because  it  is  the 
metropolis  of  New  England,  and  thus  the  ancient 
and  present  center  of  the  denomination  in  its  early 
history  and  strength;  because  of  its  accessibleness 
and  frequent  resort  by  the  scholars  of  our  country; 
because  of  its  associations,  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  transfer  to  another  place;  because  the 
entire  brotherhood  of  our  churches  say  this  is  the 
fitting  place  for  it.  While  it  should  be  in  Boston, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  for  Boston, 
but  for  the  country;  nay,  for  the  world. 

The  Butlding  itself  a  Power. 

It  will  be  symbolical,  foreshadowing  as  well  as 
containing  the  elements  of  Christian  and  civil  lib- 
erty as  no  other  building  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
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can.  Its  form,  its  name  and  its  place  will  make  it 
suggestive.  It  will  be  to  the  Christian  Congrega- 
tionalist  more  than  Bunker  Hill  Monument  is  to 
the  American  patriot.  It  will  have  an  educating 
and  a  restraining  influence  upon  multitudes  who 
need,  and  are  susceptible  to,  just  that  kind  of  influ- 
ence. It  is  believed  that  the  mere  statue  of  John 
Knox,  with  his  open  Bible  and  raised  hand,  lifted 
upon  his  high  pedestal  in  the  Necropolis  at  Glas- 
gow, has  been  and  is  now  scarcely  less  influential 
for  good  in  Scotland,  over  a  very  large  class,  than 
all  his  writings  have  been  and  are.  Few  would 
dare  flaunt,  if  cherish,  their  heresies  within  sight  of 
that  imposing  image.  So  let  there  be  in  this 
denominational  center  a  monument  of  our  worthy 
ancestry  that  shall  not  only  meet  the  eye,  and  thus 
impress  the  mind,  but  that  shall  also  contain  and 
make  available  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  the 
great  men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  precious 
institutions. 

Social    Advantages. 

But  there  are  other  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
such  a  building,  which  are  of  incalculable  value. 
Ministers,  like  other  classes  of  men,  must  have 
intercourse;  must  come  together,  compare  views, 
discuss  the  great  questions  of  their  great  life-work, 
look  each  other  in  the  face,  take  each  other  by  the 
hand,  project  and  examine  new  schemes  of  useful- 
ness, the  strong  imparting  help  to  the  weak,  and  all 
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deriving  wisdom  from  the  treasures  of  knowledge 
it  is  proposed  to  gather  in  such  a  place.  Is  not 
history  a  teacher?  Are  not  the  rich  and  varied 
experiences  of  the  great  and  good  helpful?  Have 
not  the  ages  a  voice,  and  are  they  not  a  power? 
Amid  these  voices  of  the  past,  and  under  the  light 
that  emanates  from  the  noble  deeds  of  the  founders 
of  our  country,  let  our  ministers  from  the  far  West 
and  the  opening  South,  as  well  as  from  the  North 
and  the  East,  gather  in  such  a  place  as  they  have, 
or  can  make  opportunity,  and  the  advantages  would 
be  manifold.  And  let  no  one  envy  them  the  great 
gratification.  They  need  it.  They  have  but  little 
at  the  best;  and,  besides,  their  people  will  derive 
the  chief  benefit.  If  merchants  with  rival  interests 
want  their  exchange,  and  politicians  their  club- 
rooms,  and  these  places  of  resort  are  found  so 
essential  to  the  objects  of  their  but  occasional  occu- 
pants, how  much  more  do  our  ministers  need  their 

^exchange"  or  "club-room,"  with  the  fitting 
appointments,  for  the  promotion  of  their  common, 

not  rival,  interests,  viz.:  the  salvation  of  a  world? 

The  missionary  in  India  and  China  and  Africa,  as 

well  as  in  Colorado  and  California  and  Utah,  would 

quickly  feel  and  highly  esteem  such  a  "Home," 

though  few  and  far  between  their  visits  might  be. 

Already  words  of  cheer  and  a  small  contribution 

have  come  to  us  from  "  these  ends  of  the  earth," 

bidding  us  God-speed  in  our  great  object.     Steam 

and  the  magnetic  telegraph  are  annihilating  dis- 
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tance  in  feeling,  at  least ;  and  our  brethren  at  these 
outposts  are  longing  for  just  such  a  place  as  is 
proposed,  from  the  want  of  which  they  have  the 
painful  feeling  of  isolation.  Fellowship,  so  inspir- 
ing, is  at  once  realized.  They  sec  the  visible  tie. 
They  are  drawn  to  a  common  center,  and  that  the 
home  of  the  principles  and  the  polity — God-given — 
they  love.  That  it  would  tend  greatly  to  quicken, 
strengthen,  encourage,  unify,  and  every  way  bless 
our  ministry,  and  thus  our  churches,  and  thus  the 
world,  is  too  obvious  to  need  a  word  in  confirma- 
tion. Many  a  misunderstanding,  an  alienation, 
angry  debate,  dissension,  and  perhaps  division, 
would  be  thus  utterly  precluded. 

Economical  Advantages. 

• 

But  our  affiliated  benevolent  societies  that  have 
offices  in  this  city  are  now  scattered  here  and 
there,  subjecting  contributors  to  much  inconven- 
ience and  sometimes  to  not  a  little  confusion  and 
vexation;  and  the  publishers  of  our  denominational 
literature  are  not  found  in  the  same  place.  The 
building  needed  for  our  library  and  the  social 
purposes  named,  could  be  easily  arranged  to  accom- 
modate under  the  same  roof  most  of  these  organiza- 
tions, with  great  benefit  to  us  and  with  economy 
and  convenience  to  them;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
advantages  to  their  and  our  numerous  friends 
coming  in  from  abroad.  Already  have  we  had 
urgent  overtures  from  the  representatives  of  these 
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organizations,  from  some  of  which  immediate  help 
could  be  secured. 

The  Directors  are  fully  persuaded  that  if  those 
whom  God  has  favored  of  our  own  brotherhood 
would  examine  and  duly  consider  the  claims  of 
this  Association  as  herein  set  forth,  and  as  they  have 
been  more  fully  set  forth  in  previous  reports,  they 
would  agree  with  them  in  the  great  and  immediately 
pressing  importance  of  securing  the  building  pro- 
posed. There  would  be  found  among  them  at 
least  one  hundred  who  would  give  each  one  thou- 
sand dollars ;  or  one  hundred  of  our  churches  which 
would  quickly  raise  each  that  amount;  or  some 
highly  favored  ones  who  would  adopt  it  as  an  heir, 
and  endow  it  with  the  needed  funds.  With  the 
between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  now 
available, — as  will  be  seen  by  the  treasurer's 
report, — scarcely  more  than  a  desirable  site  could 
be  secured.  To  erect  a  good  fire-proof  building, 
of  the  size  wanted,  would  require,  at  least,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  at  the  outset,  and  in  the  end, 
considerably  more.  But  with  this  sum  in  hand, 
biding  our  time  for  a  more  favorable  market,  which 
must  come,  it  is  believed  a  very  satisfactory  struc- 
ture could  be  secured,  with  but  very  little  embar- 
rassment. 

Much  can  be  done  in  aid  of  this  great  object  by 
our  friends  in  securing  testamentary  gifts.  We 
call  attention  to  this  again,  as  it  is  a  source  of  help 
in  which  the  good   offices   of  ministers,  who    are 
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often  consulted  by  their  people  in  making  their 
wills,  may  be  made  very  useful.  And  the  useful- 
ness of  this  institution  will  be  just  in  proportion  to 
the  means  aflForded  for  making  it  so.  There  is 
scarcely  a  limit  in  this  direction. 

Our  corresponding  secretary  will  now  give  his 
whole  time  to  the  work  of  raising  funds  and 
gathering  and  arranging  materials  for  the  library. 
He  will  visit  any  persons  or  places,  or  present  the 
claims  of  this  object  on  the  Sabbath,  wherever  an 
encouraging  opening  can  be  found. 

The  Directors  appeal  to  their  friends  who  have 
already  given,  and  submit  whether  they  will  not 
repeat  their  gifts,  as  their  brethren  in  England  and 
"Wales  have,  recently,  so  nobly  done  for  a  similar 
object;  and  whether  the  present  pressing  import- 
ance of  this  object  would  not  justify  thehi  in  with- 
holding, to  some  extent  for  once,  from  some  other 
objects  until  this  is  attained, — especially  since  this, 
when  attained,  will  be  so  helpful  to  all  others. 
The  Directors  also  appeal  to  those  who  have  not 
given,  assuring  them  that  this  object  has  a  claim 
upon  them,  vital  in  its  relations  to  our  common 
Christianity  and  our  civil  liberty.  The  unity,  the 
soundness  in  doctrine,  the  harmony,  the  efficiency, 
and  hence  the  wider  influence  of  our  great  and 
now  rapidly  increasing  branch  of  Christ's  family 
upon  earth,  are  inextricably  involved  in  this  mat- 
ter of  our  contemplated  Congregational  Home. 
Higher  or  greater  interests  in  any  of  the  leading 
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objects  of  the  day  do  not,  cannot,  call  more  loudly 
or  justly  upon  the  giving  than  this,  in  the  present 
juncture    of  our   religious    and   civil  institutions. 

Appeal  to  Patriots. 

It  is  now  quite  generally  conceded  that  the 
elements  of  Christian  and  civil  liberty,  which  make 
up  the  warp  and  woof  of  our  constitution  so 
largely,  were  drawn  from  the  churches  established 
first  in  New  England.  Those  who  have  recently 
fought  so  fiercely  to  destroy  our  nation,  did  not 
hesitate  to  declare  theirs  a  war  against  Puritanism. 
They  knew  then,  and  they  know  now,  that  Congre- 
gational churches,  with  their  school-houses,  acade- 
mies  and  colleges  —  for  these  are  inseparable 
concomitants  —  cannot  co-exist  in  the  same  local- 
ities with  slaveiy,  as  a  part  of  our  country  has 
cherished  it.  Ifow  that  the  legal  form  of  that 
institution  is  subverted,  to  exorcise  its  spirit  and 
prevent  its  return,  every  lover  of  his  country  is 
called  upon  to  apply  the  needed  remedy  and  raise 
every  available  barrier.  Two  men  now  occupying 
very  high  j^ositions,  one  in  the  judicial,  the  other  in 
the  executive  departments  of  our  government,  have 
said  that  ^^our  government  .is  greatly  dependent, 
for  its  integrity,  its  fair  and  full  development,  and 
its  perpetuity,  upon  the  difiusion,  establishment 
and  healthful  nurture  of  the  elements  of  Christian 
and  civil  liberty,  brought  over  in  the  May  Flower, 
landed  on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  thus  far  preserved 

2» 
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in  our  Congregational  churches  as  nowhere  else 
in  the  wide  world."  Each  made,  substantially, 
this  utterance  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other, 
and  neither  is  a  Congregationalist.  To  make  us  a 
homogeneous  people,  to  unite  every  part  of  our 
extended  domain  with  every  other  in  the  strongest 
civil  bonds,  there  needs  to  be,  there  must  be,  more 
homogeneity  in  our  domestic,  civil  and  religious 
institutions.  If  the  men  of  the  North,  like  the 
Romans,  mean  to  inhabit  where  they  conquer, — 
and  they  do  mean  to, — ^then  let  them  carry  with 
them  and  plant,  wherever  they  go,  the  institutions 
under  which  they  have-  lived.  This,  to  a  large 
extent,  they  are  more  than  willing  to  do ;  but  to  do 
this  successfully  they  must  have  the  moral  support 
of  such  a  center  or  Home  as  is  here  proposed.  It 
would  be  of  incalculable  value.  This  is  already 
apparent  from  the  little  beginnings  already  made. 
The  elements  which  underlie  New  England  institu- 
tions must  be  interfused  so  as,  at  least,  to  leaven 
the  institutions  of  the  South,  if  we  are  to  have  a 
healthful  and  safe  reconstniction.  How  then  can 
the  mere  lover  of  his  country  more  directly  or 
eflfectually  promote  its  peace,  its  highest  interests 
every  way,  than  by  aiding  to  establish  here  and 
now  this  moral  light-house,  whose  radiations  will 
extend  so  far,  and  secure  an  object  so  immediately 
important! 

And  then  to  extend,  as  we  can,  the  influence  of 
these  principles  into  other  branches  of  the  Chris- 
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tian  family,  where  they  are  not  so  natural,  we 
must  preserve  and  strengthen  our  own  family 
relations.  For  this  the  domicil  or  Home  is  a 
necessity.  Let  each  have  a  pillar,  a  stone,  a 
brick  or  a  nail  in  the  sacred  structure.  Every 
Congregationalist,  not  to  say  every  dweller  in, 
or  descendant  from  ]N"ew  England,  owes  a  debt 
to  the  founders  of  her  institutions ;  and  let  each 
have  a  share  in  rearing  this  monument  to  their 
memory. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  Boston  capital  should 
raise  this  memorial  building,  especially  as  it  is  to 
adorn  that  city.     To  this  it  may  be  said  in  reply : — 

1st.  Only  a  small  part  of  Boston  capital  is  in  the 
hands  of  Orthodox  Congregationalists. 

2d.  This  small  part  is  heavily  taxed  for  all  the 
great  objects  of  Christian  benevolence,  wherever 
that  benevolence  is  expended.  Scarcely  a  town  in 
New  England,  or  in  the  great  West  or  in  the  South, 
that  has  not  shared  its  sympathy.  Colleges,  acade- 
mies, seminaries,  churches,  everything  that  wants, 
comes  here  for  help,  and  gets  it. 

3d.  This  structure,  as  before  said,  though  neces- 
sarily in  Boston,  is  not  for  Boston,  but  for  the 
whole  denomination,  and  thus  for  the  world ;  hence 
the  denomination  ought  to  share  in  its  cost.     But, 

4th.  Boston  capital  will  accept  the  great  burden 
of  this  undertaking,  and,  in  the  amounts  thus  far 
raised,  has  done  so,  and  is  ready  for  even  larger  out- 
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lays,  to  complete  what  has  thus  far  been  only  begun. 
But  it  looks  to  Congregationalists  everywhere  in 
the  land,  for  steady  and  efficient  cooperation. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  proceedings  of  the  busi- 
ness meeting,  a  vote  was  passed  permitting  the 
insertion  of  the  name  of  the  donor, — whether  an 
individual  or  a  church, — of  one  thousand  dollars,  at 
the  head  of  a  section  in  the  new  Library  build- 
ing; and  if  ten  thousand,  on  the  arch  of  an  Alcove. 
This  might  not  be  desired  by  the  giver,  at  the 
first  thought,  but  a  little  reflection  will  show  that 
this  simple  inscription  will  reveal  to  the  next 
generation,  who  valued  the  principles  and  polity 
we  propose  to  perpetuate,  and  will  give  the 
descendants  of  such  benefactors  a  higher  apprecia- 
tion of  the  objects  contemplated.  Posterity  will 
be  only  too  glad  to  know  who  conferred  upon 
their  descendants  such  a  boon. 

Let  the  gifts  come  then  from  near  and  from  afar, 
in  larger  or  smaller  sums,  as  God  has  prospered 
the  giver,  and  let  the  proposed  building  arise  in  its 
simple  grandeur,  and  gather  within  its  ample  walls 
the  treasures  of  sacred  learning  and  the  memorials 
of  heroic  Christian  deeds;  and  there  let  the  sons 
of  the  Pilgrims  come  and  receive  new  inspiration 
from  the  histories  of  the  past,  and  cheer  each. other 
in  their  Heaven-appointed  labors.  And  let  this 
work  of  our  hands  stand  a  monument  to  great  and 
good  men, — a  symbol  of  great  principles,  a  teacher 
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of  coming  generations,  and  a  blessing  to  the  world 
until  the  end  of  time. 

If  each  Congregational  church,  large  or  small, 
will  take  and  send  one  generous  contribution  now, 
our  pressing  wants  will  be  met.  If  each  individual 
to  whom  this  statement  comes,  will  see  that  such  a 
collection  is  taken,  or  will  send  personal  gifts,  our 
treasury  will  be  relieved  and  our  great  work  will 
go  forward. 

In  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

ISAAC  P.  LA^GWORTHY, 

Corresponding  Secretary ^ 
40  Winter  Street,  Room  No.  3,  Boston,  Mass. 
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BUSmESS   MEETIJS'G. 


In  accordance  with  a  notice  in  the  Boston  Recorder  and  Congregation- 
alist,  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congregational 
Association  was  held  May  28,  1867,  at  12,  M.,  at  their  Rooms,  No.  40 
Winter  Street. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  E.  S.  Tobey,  Esq., 
and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  N.  Adams,  D.  D.  The  Recording 
Secretary  being  absent.  Rev.  E.  P.  Marvin,  D.  D.,  was  appointed 
Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  Annual  Report,  which  was 
adopted  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for  publication. 

An  abstract  of  the  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  and  adopted  as 
follows : — 

Fireman's  Insurance  (Company,  insurance  on  Library  live  years  from  June 

2,  1866,  $7,000,  at  1 J  per  cent., SI 22  50 

Sundry  bills,  repairs, 42  DO 

Sundry  bills,  advertising,  printing,  post-office  box,  postage,  &c.,         .        .  41  04 

Sundry  bills,  fuel, .3'I  00 

City  and  County  taxes  for  1866 .3'.>()  00 

Alexander  Wadsworth,  sur%'ey,  plan  and  contents  of  estate  on  Cliauncy 

Street, i:>  O;) 

John  Field,  Esq.,  my  note  as  treasurer,        ....  •*2.500  00 

Interest  on  same  1  month  20  days, 7.'J  3-1 

2,57.3  .33 

Interest  on  temporary  loan, 88  91 

Assistant's  salary  48  weeks, 264  00 

Kev.  A.  P.  Mar\'in,  salar)-  from  July  18, 1865,  to  January 

3d,  1867,  one  year  and  five  months,  at  $2,000  per  year,   .  $2,916  66 

Travehng  expenses, 573  55 

Incidental  ex})enses, 30  24 

3,520  45 

J.  E.  &  N.  Brown,  commission  on  sale  of  building  23  Chauncy  Street,  on 

S57,684,  at  1  per  cent., 576  84 

Brooks  &  Ball,  services  drafting  notes  and  papers  in  matter  of  sale  of 

building  23  Chauncy  Street, 31  60 

Brewster,  Sweet  &  Co.,  for  26  5-20  U.  S.  Bonds,  $1 ,000  each,        S26,000  00 
Premium  on  same,  4 J  per  cent., 1,072  50 

27,072  50 

Stamps  on  bill  of  sale  of  building, $57  00 

Press, 5  00 

62  00 

Daniel  W.  Job,  mortgage  note, $3,000  00 

Interest  to  July  18,  1866, 95  00 

3,095  90 
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George  S.  Dexter,  mortgage  note, $16,000  00 

Interest  to  January  16, 1867, 954  63 

$16,054  63 

Rev.  I.  P.  Langworthy,  salary  to  April  1,  3  months,  at  $2,500  per  year,  625  00 

Fitting  up  rooms,  40  Winter  Street, 628  38 

J.  A.  Howard,  rent  of  rooms,  40  Winter  Street,  to  April  1,  2  months,  at 

$1,500  per  year, 250  00 

Labor  packing,  moving  and  arranging  Library, 47  43 

Carting  books,  furniture,  &c., 24  30 

Water  bill, 8  25 

Cash  on  hand, 1,339  94 

Balance  account.  May  27, 1866, $253  78 

Amount  received  for  rents, 1,004  81 

Amount  received  for  subscriptions, 23,559  97 

Amount  received  of  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  acc't  sale  of 

building  23  Chauncy  Street, 32,684  00 

Amount  received  of  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.  for  transfer  of  poli- 
cies, valued 302  00 

Amount  received  for  surplus  of  wood  on  mo\'ing,         .        .  2  50 

$57,807  06  $57,807  06 

The  Assets  of  the  American  Congregational  Association  are  as  follows : 

Cash  in  hand,    ^ $1,339  94 

26  5-20  U.  S.  Bonds,  at  $1,000  each, 26,000  00 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  Note  (mortgage,)      ....  25,000  00 

Unpaid  subscriptions, ^        .        .  11,275  00 

$63,614  94 

Boston,  May  27, 1867. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Directors,  it  was 

Votedj  Tliat  the  4th  Article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  amended  as  to 
"substitute  "  the  vford  fourteen  in  place  of  the  word  ten. 

Rev.  R.  Anderson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  E.  B.  Webb,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  L  P. 
Langworthy  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  in  accordance  with  their  report,  the  following  officers 
were  unanimously  elected  by  ballot,  viz. : 

President. 
EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Vice-Prendent*. 
Kev.  Geobge  E.  Adams,  D.  D.,  Brunswick,  Me. 
Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  D.  D.,  Concord,  X.  II. 
Hon.  William  C.  Clarke,  Manchester,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Silas  Aiken,  D.  D.,  Rutland,  Vt. 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  D.  D.,  Medway,  Mass. 
Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  D.  D.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Hon.  Samuel  Williston,  Easthampton,  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Shefard,  D.  D.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 
Hon.  William  A.  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Ct. 
Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thomfsox,  D.  D.,  New  York  City. 
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Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  D.  D.,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  D.  D.,  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  I).  D.,  Cleveland,  0. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.  D.,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.  D.,  Chicago,  111. 

Hon.  CuARLEs  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 

Rev.  John  J.  Miter,  Beaver  Dam,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.  D.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  Asa  Turner,  Denmark,  lo. 

Rev.  Jesse  Guernsey,  Dubuque,  lo. 

Rev.  George  Mooar,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Rev.  Henry  "Wilkes,  D.  D.,  Montreal,  C.  E. 

Directors. 


Edward  S.  Tobby,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Gardner    Greene    Hubbard,    Esq., 

Boston. 
Julius  A.  Palmer,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Rev.  RuFUs  Anderson,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Rev.  Augustus  C.  Thompson,  D.  D., 

Roxbury. 
John  Field,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Rev.  Elihu  p.  Marvin,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Rev.  William  Barrows,  Reading. 


Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.  D.,  New 

Bedford. 
Samuel  D.  Warren,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Samuel  Johnson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Frederick  Jones,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.  D.,  Boston. 
Rev.  Isaac  P.  Lanoworthy,  Boston. 
James  P.  Melledge,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Correspondinff  Secretary  and  Librarian, 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Boston. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  HENRY  M.  DEXTER,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Treasurer. 
JAMES  P.  MELLEDGE,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Auditor. 
ALPHEUS  H.VRDY,  Esq.,  Boston. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Directors,  it  was 

Voted,  That  each  donor,  whether  a  church  or  an  individual,  giving 
one  thousand  dollars,  may  Iiave  its  or  his  name  inserted  at  the  head  of  a 
section,  the  tenth  of  an  alcove,  in  the  new  library  building,  and  extended 
over  as  many  sections  as  there  are  thousands  in  the  gifl ;  and  if  the  same 
shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  then  the  name  may  be 
inserted  upon  the  arch  of  the  alcove  itself. 

It  was 

Votedj  That  all  donors  of  larger  or  smaller  amounts  shall  have 
their  names,  so  far  as  they  arc  known,  registered  in  a  book  prepared  for 
that  purpose,  and  kept  in  the  archives  of  the  library. 

Adjourned.  E.  P.  MARVIN, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 


ACT    OF    INCORPORATION 

OF  THE 

%mmtu    Congregational  ^ssotiaiion. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Tear  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Ft/ty-four, 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou$eof  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^ 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  samef  asJoUows : 

Section  1.  Sufiis  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational 
Library  Association,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  perpetuating  a 
library  of  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  England,  fend  for  the  erection  of 
a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable 
societies ;  with  alltbe  |)0wer8  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions 
and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Kevised  Statutes. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and 
convenient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tliousand  dollars,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  afore- 
said purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1854: 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fijly-six, 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Congregational  Library  Association  of  Boston  to  hold  addi- 

tionalreal  and  personal  estate. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  as  follows : 

•  Section  1.  The  Congregational  IJbraiy  Association  at  Boston,  is  hereby  author- 
ize<l  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorizea  by  law  to 
hold;  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in 
the  pumhase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building, 
to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  act  of  incorporation 
passed  April  twelfth,  m  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftj'-four. 
Section  2.    This  act  shall  take  efi*ect  from  and  af^er  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1856. 


(COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-Jour. 
An  Act  concerning  the  Congregational  Dbrary  Association. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change 
its  name,  and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congregational  Association. 

Section  2.  In  addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  is 
hereby  authorized  to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  C  ongregational 
churcKes ;  by  publishing  works ;  by  fumishmg  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parishes, 
churches  and  Sabbath  schools ;  by  promoting  friendly  intercourse  and  co-operation 
among  Congregational  ministers  and  churches,  and  with  other  denominations,  and  by 
collecting  and  aisbursing  funds  for  the  above  objects. 

Section  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Govenior,  May  10, 1864. 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  EEPORT 


OF   THB 


■  J 


DIRECTORS    \^/V 


OF   THE 


%mntm  Cjirngnjatknal  %s$fiM\m, 


Presented  May  26,  1868. 


BOSTON: 

AMERICAN    CONGREGATIONAL   ASSOCIATION, 

No.   40   Winter  Street. 

'1868. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  I.    The  name  of  this  body  shall  be  the  American  Congregational  Association. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  secure  the  erection,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  of 
a  Congregational  House  for  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accommodation  of  its  library,  and  for 
the  furtherance  of  its  general  purposes ;  to  found  and  perpetuate  a  library  of  books,  pamphlets, 
and  manuscripts,  and  a  collection  of  portraits  and  relics  or  the  past;  and  to  do  whatever  else  — 
within  the  limits  of  its  charter — shall  serve  to  illustrate  Congregational  history  and  promote  the 
general  interests  of  the  Congregational  churches. 

Art.  III.  This  Association  shall  be  composed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Congregational  churches, 
paying  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  such  a  number  of  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  the  Association  may  from  year  to  year  elect,  a  Corresponaing  and  Recording  Secretary,  a 
Librarian,  Treasurer,  and  an  Auditor.  These  Secretaries,  Librarian,  and  Treasurer,  with  fourteen 
others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with  the  general  interests  of  the  Association,  five  of 
whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  at  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Art.  V.  The  Annual  Meetinn  for  the  choice  of  oMcers,  and  for  other  business  appropriate  to 
such  meetings,  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  In 
each  year,  at  twelve  o'clock,  M.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.  The  Annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by  published  notice  in  the  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  weekly  newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least  one  week  previous. 

Art.  VI.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  alteration  in 
the  call  for  the  meeting  ;  but  the  third  article  shall  be  unalterable. 


BY-LAWS. 
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Art.  I.  The  exercises  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the  Direc- 
ton>,  and  other  officers  having  reports  to  make  ;  action  upon  the  same  ;  the  election  of  officers  ;  and 
the  perftirraance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

Ai:t.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prei^cribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  judgment  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  Association  mav  suggest,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  same.  All  their  meetings 
shall  be  opened  with  prayer.  They  Hhall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting 
of  the  A»sociutiou  for  anniversary  purposes,  which  tney  may  tuink  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors'  meeting  after  their  appointment  a  chairman  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee,  by  nomination  (each  of  three  members), 
to  serve  respectively  fur  the  year.  Immediately  af\er  the  opening  of  each  meeting  the  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tiirv  and  Librarian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to  which  any  member  may  add  other 
items. 

AitT.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Association,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as  in  their  judgment  its 
welfare  requires. 

Art.  V.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that 
office. 

Art.  VI.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  a  f\ill  record  of  whatever  business  is  transacted 
in  the  meetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book  provided  fur  that 
purpcKse,  an<l  kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Art.  VI I.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association,  and  hold 
the  same  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors,  —  paying  only  oiich  bills  as  nave  the  certified  approval  of 
at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He  shall  report  the  state  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Association  at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  complete  catalogue  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts, 
periodicals,  portraits,  and  other  articles  of  interest  belonging  to  the  Association,  with  the  names  of 
their  donors  annexed;  and  shall  have  the  general  charge  of  the  same  under  the  Library  Committee. 

Art  IX.  Previouslv  to  each  Annual  Meeting  the  Librarj-  Committee  shall  examine  the  Library 
and  all  the  property  of  the  A<socintion,  and  report  its  condition  to  the  Board,  who  shall  embody 
that  statement  in  tHeir  Annual  Report. 

Art.  X.  No  book,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  or  periodical  shall  be  taken  from  the  Library  except 
on  such  terms,  and  for  such  time,  as  the  Library  Committee  shall  prescribe  ;  nor  shall  vi'sitors  be 
I)erniitted  to  make  extracts  from  maimscripts  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Librarian. 

Art.  XL  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Association, 
by  a  vole  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS  MEETING. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Conjrre;rational  Arisociation  (apree- 
ably  to  notice  in  the  Conjrregationalist  and  Recorder)  was  held  May  20, 1868,  at  12  M., 
in  their  rooms.  No.  40  Winter  Street. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  onier  by  the  President,  Hon.  E.  S.  Tol)ey,  and  prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  Joiieph  A.  Copp,  LJ.  D.,  of  Chelsea.  Kcv.  Isaac  P.  Langwortny  was 
chosen  Iic(.*oniing  Secretary  pro  teni.,  in  the  absience  of  Rev.  Hi-nry  M.  Dexter,  D.  !>., 
who  declined  a  re-election. 

The  minuter  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  n^ad  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Corres|K)nding  Secretary,  accepted,  and  referred 
to  the  Boani  of  Directors  for  publication.     (See  page  811.) 

The  Treasurer  read  his  Report,  which  wa**  disiM>ed  of  in  the  same  way.  (See 
page  Slti.) 

The  following  officers  were  -chosen  for  the  ensuing  year :  — 

Pr*\!ti<hnt. 
Hox.  EDWARD  S.  TOBKY,  Boston. 

\  'ice-Pnsitftntii. 

Rev.  (Iforgk  E.  Ai>ami»,  D.  1).,  Brunswiik,  Me. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Boitox,  D  D.,  Conconl,  N.  H. 

Hon.  William  C.  Clarke.  Manchester.  N.  H. 

Rev.  Silas  Aikkn,  I).  D-,  Rutland.  Vc. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ii>e.  D.  D.,  Medway.  Ma>s. 

Rev.  Seth  SwEETsEit,  D.  D..  VVon-ester.  Mass. 

Hon.  Samtel  Willistov,  East  ban  iptnn.  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Sheparp.  D.  D,  Bristol.  R.  1. 

Hon.  Amos  C  Baijstow.  Proviilmrt'.  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  BAmN,  D.  D..  N«w  llavvn.  (.'r. 

Hon.  William  A.  ru*<  kin<;ham.  Ninwirh.  Ct. 

Kev.  Joseph  P.  TnoMi'^ioN.  D  I.)..  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmei:,  D.  D..  N»w  York  Tit  v. 

Rev,  Wm.  Ive?*  hii>iNijit»x.  D.  D.,  Brr)€,kl\ii.  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W    .\ni>uf\v>.  1).  1)..  M;iriett;i.  O. 

Rev.  Samiel  WoLCniT.  D.  I).  (  i»'V»'larnl.  (). 

Hev.  Natha.n'iel  A.  Hyue.  Ii]di^iia|K>lis.  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  SxirKTEVAxr.  I).  I)..  Ja*k«<»!i\ill»'.  III. 

Rev.  Saml'el  C.  Bakflett,  1).  D.,  (bira^'O.  Hi. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammoxi*.  Chica^'o.  III. 

Rev.  Joii.N*  J.  Miter.  Beavt-r  Daiii.  \Vi>*. 

Rev.  Tri'Man  M.  Po-iT.  I).  D..  St    Loui-.  Mo. 

Rev.  Asa  Turner.  Denmark.  lo. 

Rev.  Jesse  Guernsey.  Dulm'jFu-.  Jo. 

Rev.  (iEt»Rf;E  MoiJAR,  Oakland,  f'al. 

Rev.  Henry  Wilke<.  I).  I).,  M'iiiin>*l.  ('.  E. 

Hon.  EowARD  S.  ToijEY.  Boston.  IN'v.    .\i.o\/o    H.    i^i  i\i.  ]).  D..    N'l-w 
Gardner  Greene  Hubbard.  E^q.,  Bo^-        I'.»-(lf.,:'l. 
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BoAton.  FrkM.RH  K  Jr»NK-.  K-'\  .  iVi-Tori. 

John  Field,  Em.,  Bo«ton.  Rev.  Daniel  P.  Novf-.  B*j-ton. 
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Brief  and  interesting  remarks  were  made  upon  the  present  condition  and  prospects 
of  the  Library,  and  the  importance  of  the  new  biiildin<r,  by  the  President,  lion.  Charles 
Theodore  Russell,  Rev.  Duniel  P.  Noyes,  Rev.  A.  H.  (^uint,  1).  I).,  and  Samuel  Burn- 
ham,  Est}.,  atter  whitrh  the  Asso<;iatioii  adjourned. 

Isaac  P.  Lanc. worthy, 

Ih'cordiiuj  Seci'cfart/  pro  tern. 


FIFTEENTH    ANNUAL   REPORT. 

The  Directors  of  the  American  Congre-         It  is  encouraging  to  know  that   public 

gational  Asso(^iation  herewith  present  their  attention  is  being  more  and  more  drawn 

Fifteenth  Annual  Rt'port  with  encourage-  to  the  consideration  of  the  importance  of 

ment   and   hope.      Owing   to   the  severe  the  speedy  erection  of  this  long  cont«m- 

financial  embarrassments  of  the  last,  and  plated     **  Congregational     Home " ;     and 

thus  far  of  the  present  Vi^nr,  and  the  still-  many  «»thers  than  those  for   whose  espe- 

continued   uncertainty   of  business    pros-  cial  iMMiefit  the  structure  is  to  be    reared 

p(?cts  in  the  immediate  future,  it  has  not  have  expri'Si'ed    wonder  that   it    has    not 

been  thought  best  to  press  the  claims  of  long  sinee  been  done,  and  heartily  com- 

tliis  Association  for  present  coiitriliutions  uiend    tiic  object    cis  worthy  the  benefao 

u[>on  those  from  whom  much  is  reasonably  ti(»ns  of  lilM>ral  givers. 
exj)ected.      The    subject    has     however.         It    is    encouraging   to   know   that    our 

been  kept  before  them,  and  has  been  ])n*-  rooms,  though  on  the  third  floor,  and  their 

sent^d   to  many   others   who  will,  in   due  existence     unknown    to    multitudes     who 

time,  it  is  confi<lently  expected,  give  it  a  nec<l  their  benefits  are,  notwithstanding, 

cordial  support.  be«'oniing  more  and  more  the  resort  of  the 

But  it  is  encouraging  to  know  that  a  ministry  and  brotherhood  of  the  Congre- 

larger  sum,  by  four   thousand  dollars,  is  gational    chun-hes.      A   weekly    Pastors* 

now  invested  than  a  year  ago,  giving  the  Meeting,  for   B<x<ton   an<l   vicinity,  is  al- 

treasury    the   sum   of    fif^y-five   thousand  rea«ly    establisheii    here,    and     is     every 

dollars    in    nominal     value,     being    over  way  a  suircess;  Associations,  Conferences, 

£fly-eight  thousand  dollars  in  present  cash  and  Truste«*s  of  religious  and  educational 

value;  and  this  increase  has  l>i*en  made,  institutions  find  these  rooms  well  adapted 

notwithstanding  the  extra  expenses  of  the  to  meet  their  convenience.     Already  three 

earlier  part  of  the  thirteen    months  an<l  times  as  many  persotis  seek  the  religious, 

twentv   davs  covt'red   bv  the   Tn^asnrer's  literarv,   an<l   scK'ial   advantajjes   here   a£^ 

Report,  superinduced  by   moving,  fitting,  forded  as  came  to  our  rooms  in  Chauno'^ 

and    furnishing   tlH-!    ple.isant   nM)ms   n«)w  Street.      Already  our   scattered    brothe-^ 

occupied.     The  incoin(>  from    this  invest-  hoo<l  are  availing  theni>elves  of  these  no"^ 

ment   will   now    meet    the    onlinary    ex-  but  limited  accommodations  to   fulfil  is.'^ 

pi?nses,  allowing  additional   contributions  {Ktintments  between  the  "  far  Weat "  a 

to  increase  the  buiidiug  fund.  the  "  far  East."     It  was  as  interesting 


the  Librarian,  as  it  most  hare  been  grad-  vho  brin^  in  their  annual  contributions, 
f^ing  and  a&efiil  to  the  individuals  to  wit-  thus  <iM-uriii;;  a  better  mutual  under^tand- 
nvw  around  his  de>k.  providentially  gath-  ing.  heartier  (.-c^>pe ration,  and  eoononiy  in 
ered,  a   leading   Congregational   minister  wi>rking :  to  creHtt*  a  centre  of  denomina- 
from   the   Paeifir  t'o.i.<t.  one   from   B»Iti-  tional  and  Christian  t-nrix'spondence  with 
more,  one  from   Philatlelphia.  with  three  every  parr  ot'  the  worM,  as  now  nowhere 
or  four  t'roui  New  Rnglaml :  and  upon  no  exists,  ami  tor  vrliirli  there  would  be  then 
other  sfM)t  in  the  world  would  they  have  her**  ptvuli ar  facilities :  to  make  a  **  Home** 
been  likely  to  eume  together.  for  three  thoiis<ind  Congregational  minis- 
It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  the  im-  ters.  anil  three  hundred  thousand  Congre- 
presision,  which  has  been  quite  too  general,  gatinnal    Chrisfian>.  who  have   not,   and 
that  this  Association  was  cherishing  scarce-  never  had.  a  s|xit  on  earth  they  could  call 
!v  mon*  than  an /'/e/i.  namelv.  thatof  erect-  homk.  where  brother  can  meet  brother, 
ing  a  monument  to  departed  greatness,  a  where  lalxirers  uj>on  the  extreme  frontiers, 
eyrol>ol  of  an  iudefinable  reality,  proposing  coining  from  their  wide  fields,  can  meet, 
a  scheme  which  liad  little   that  could  be  take  each  other  by  the  hand,  report  sue- 
UM^ful   if  ever  realized,  is  giving  place  to  cess^  compare  views,  give  and  receive  sug- 
the    conviction    that    it   is    an    i.nstiti'-  gestinns.   learn    each    other*s    trials   and 
TioN  ot'  varied  capabilities  that  is  project-  want^.  and  gf>  again.  quickene<l  and  re- 
ed.— an  institution  every  way  adapted  to  freshed,  to  their  chosen  toil:  to  arrange 
m^ke  more  etKcient   and  ecunoniical   the  fur  and  help  on  in  the  great  work  of  giv- 
various    practical   and   aggressive   organi-  ing  a    Christian   literature   to  the  entire 
zations  through  which  Cougregatioualists  world,  especially  as  Congregationalists  can 
are  now  at   work.     It  is   sometimes  said  so  much   more   tittingly  do   it   than  any 
that  "  to  have  a  *  Home.*  a  fine  structure,  other  one  branch  of  the  great  Christian 
pleasant  a|>artments.  a  good  library.  re:id-  family  :  to  collect,  adjust,  and  spread  be- 
iug-room.  and  such  like.  mi>:ht  be  a  very  fore  the  public  such  facts  and  statistics  as 
clever  thing.  —  ministi-rs   might  enjoy  it,  shall   reveal  more  fully  and  satisfactorily 
and  here  and  there  a  umsty  antiijuarian  than  has  ever  yet  been   done  the   moral 
nii;rht    uratitV   his    useless   curiositv.  —  a  wants   of  our  own   cotintn-   and    of  the 
pretty  itlea,  but   of  no   practical   value.''  world,  and  what  has  been  done  and  is  doing 
An  itka  indeed  there  must  be,  as  then*  to  meet  them :  to  cultivate  and  develop 
must  bi*  a  soul  in  the  biKly  :  but  the  soul  the  forces  of  the  Congregational  churches, 
without  the  bo<ly  L<  unfitted  to  an  earthly  aiming  to  direct  them  more  and  more  in 
sphere.     To  give,  then,  this  grand  idea  its  the  channels   best   adapted   to  the   high- 
suitable  emlNKliment ;  to  erect  a  good,  fire-  est  usefulness;   to  give  larger  and  better 
proof  strui-ture,  large,  central,  accessible,  opportunities    for    social      and    Christian 
in    this    home   of  Congregaticmalism ;    to  intercourse  in  circumstances   adapted    to 
gather  within  its  walls  all  the  books,  pam-  harmonize    conflicting    views,   unify   and 
phlets,    engravings,    prints,   nianusi*ripL<,  strengthen    thf    ministry,   and    thus    the 
and  other  mementos  of  the   Pilgrim  and  chun-hes,  creating  more  self-respect,  and 
Puritan   Fathers,  ti^gether  with  anything  in  this  way  more  fully  >ecuring  the  respect 
and   everything  that  will   make   this  the  of  others:    -  to  do  these  things,  and  many 
best    biblical,   theological,   exegetical,  ec-  others   much   needed   to  be  done,  is  no 
clesiastical,  and   luVtorical  librarv  in    the  mert*   i/ira,   no   tancv   sirheme.       But   all 
world  :  to  furnish  connmHliou^  rooms,  now  this,  and  much  mon%  the  Directors  of  this 
very  miirh  needed,  fur  the  oflices  of  aflil-  Association  will  at  once  inaugurate,  with 
iated   benevolent   societies,  at  reasonable  the  best  assurances  of  great  success,  the 
rent*,  all  uiuler  the  same   roof,  both  for  verv  dav  the  means  nee<led  for  its  founda- 
their  own  and   the  convenience  of  those  tion  shall  be  placed  at  their  disposal.    The    . 


building  is  iDdi8|H;nsable.  It  will  be  to  the  which,  as  among  the  five  hundred  above 
d^^nouiiiiarion  at  lar<;u  what  the  sanctuary  named,  were  some  of  the  works  of  Cotton, 
is  to  the  loi'al  chun-'h  ;  what  the  rooms  of  Shepard,  the  Mathers,  and  other  of  the 
the  Bi)ard  of  Trailo  an?  to  the  men*hant ;  Fathers  of  New  England.  The  Rev. 
what  the  capital  is  to  the  government,  Timothy  Atkinson,  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  has 
State  or  National.  When  even  no  more  added  to  his  former  generous  gifVs  of  vain- 
than  ^y  thousand  dollart;,  with  what  is  able  books,  Baxter's  Works  in  full  calf, 
now  in  hand,  would  at  onee  put  this  twenty-three  volumes:  thirteen  volumes 
great  Christian  enterprise  on  the  way  to  of  the  Congregational  Magazine,  England ; 
speedy  completion,  and  to  the  accomplish-  besides  other  imi)ortant  books.  Mr.  J.  B. 
ment  of  great  gooil  to  our  country  and  the  Clapp,  of  this  city,  has  presented  a  series  of 
world,  it  is  mon.*  than  strange  that  good  bound  volumes  of  sermons  and  addresses; 
men  and  giving  do  not  vie  with  each  one  or  two  volumes  containing  those  of  a 
other  in  lieing  the  first  to  secure  its  speedy  single  year,  —  fitleen  in  all,  —  besides  other 
consummation  !  It  is  certainlv  within  the  works  of  material  value.  Kev.  E.  P.  Mar- 
me^ms  of  many  a  Christian  man  to  give  vin,  D.  D.,  has  been  the  kind  donor  of 
that  amount,  if  not  at  once,  in  one,  two  or  Poole's  Synopsis  Criticorum.  five  volumes 
three  years,  without  material  detriment,  folio,  a  fine  copy,  and  much  needed  here, 
and  thus  put  these  redeeming  and  elevating  besides  other  books.  Mrs.  William  P.  John- 
influences  upon  their  misision  of  love.  son,  of  Chelsea,  has  given  to  the  A«socia- 
It  is  ene-tuiraging  to  know  that  the  Li-  tion  Paul  Revere's  rare  and  valuable  en- 
brary  has  been  largely  increased  during  graving  of  the  Boston  Massacre.  The  As- 
the  last  year:  quite  as  much  in  avoirdu-  soi'iation  is  also  indebted  to  the  late  Mrs. 
pois,  and  perha)>s  in  real  value,  has  l>een  Justin  Ed  wants,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  for 
addcil  as  was  in  the  Libnirv  seven  vears  ei^litv-four  bound  volumes  and  nine  hun- 
ago.  Fn>m  a  few  donations  es{>ecially  for  dred  and  twenty-four  pamphlets.  Also  to 
the  Librarv.  and  t'roni  the  sale  of  some  the  A.  B.  C.  F-  M.  for  six  thousand  three 
duplicates,  the  Lilirariaii  has  U'cii  able  to  hundred  and  twelve  pamphlet.*,  largely 
make  s^ime  very  ini)K)rtant  piirehases,  duplicates  then.*,  the  accumulation  of  more 
availinghiuiself  of  op|H>rt  unit  ifs  that  might  than  half  a  century,  atlding  lai^ely  to  oor 
never  Oi'cur  iigain.  .VU>ut  one  liun<inHi  missionary  department,  while  d>mini>hing 
volumes  of  totii>s,  «|uarti"»s,  o»'tavos.  &c.,  little  the  stores  th>m  which  they  wene 
were  thus  seeunnl  fn.>Mi  the  larp»  and  va-  taken  :  also  to  S.  N.  Stoi-kwell.  Es<j..  for 
ried  library  of  the  late  Kev.  William  Jciiks.  two  hundred  and  torry-tbur  p^imphlets  of 
D.  D.,  of  this  eitv.  Fi\e  huniinMl  Imund  value:  to  Rev.  Allen  (iannet,  E.  B.  Hunt- 
volumes  were  taken  from  the  over-cn>wd-  in^^ton.  Esi|.,  Rev.  R.  Andersiin,  D-  D., 
ed  shelves  of  a  nei::lil»'>riiig  juistor,  and  Rev.  A.  C.  'ITiompson.  1>.  D..  (n»orge 
sent  to  ours,  aiidin^  four  humlri-d  and  Rieker.  Esj.,  Rev.  C.  C.  Teirn'y,  all  of 
thirteen  volumes  to  our  list,  and  gi\ing  us  Bi'kston ;  to  Hon.  M.  Chamberlain,  and 
eighty-sevon  dupli«'ates:  a  noble  ami  valu-  Rev.  T.  Laurie,  D.  !>.,  CheNea,  Mass. :  to 
able  sjirt.  —  if  not  iminn  frishinu  him,  cer-  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Meiiinlev.  New- 
talnly  enrichini;;  us:  and  an  excellent  e\-  bury|H-»rt.  Mass.:  Rev.  W.  H.  KingsbuTT, 
ample  to  many  ministers  and  Christians,  We^t  Wotilstivk,  Ct. ;  Ri*v.  Mosvs  Kim- 
who  have  manv  Ux>ks  essential! v  useless  to  bcdl,  .\scutnev\ille.  Vt.  :  Rev.  <it>on£e  M. 
thew  now.  but  could  not  fail  to  Ih'  use-  Siirjient,  Siuith  Natii'k,  Mass  :  Mrs.  Luck- 
ful  here.  This  A<'**.H.*iation  is  gr^-aily  the  ey,  Uxbriilge,  Mass. ;  Messrs.  J.  S.  and 
debtor  ot'  Mrs.  John  A.  Albro,  P.  P.,  tor  E.  Adams,  Amherst.  Moss :  Rrv.  A.  P. 
the  free  git\  of  one  hundred  ami  fifty  vol-  Chute,  Shawn,  Mass.:  Rev.  L.  Perrin, 
umes  from  the  choice  collei-tion  of  Uvks  New  Britain.  Ct. :  Rev.  J.  H.  Means,  Dor^ 
gathertnl    by    her   late    husKind,   among  rhester,    M;t<<.< :    Rev.    p.    Siintbnl,  Med- 


way  Village,  Mass. ;  JT.  D.  and  Mrs.  Ellis 
of  Med  field,  Maas. ;  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Boss, 
Lyons,  lo. ;  Rev.  Pliny  H.  White,  Coventry, 
Vt ;  Dr.  Alonzo  Chapin,  Winchester,  Mass. ; 
Itev.  Moses  Smith,  Plainville,  Ct. ;  and  Rev. 
H.  Parker,  Ashby,  Mass.,  —  for  books  and 
pamphlets ;  all  of  which  have  added  to  the 
resources  of  this  library. 

It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  we  are 
gathering  here  the  best  collection  of  works 
on  Congregationalism  that  is  to  be  found 
in  any  public  library  in  the  (country ;  hav- 
ing added  this  year  not  only  the  Congre- 
gational Magazine,  already  named,  but 
four  volumes  of  the  "  Witness, "  also  Cot- 
ton's Way  of  the  Churches  Cleared,  Good- 
win's Works,  complete  in  five  folio  vol- 
umes ;  Bartlet's  Church  Model,  very  rare 
and  valuable  :  Farewell  Sermons,  by  Non- 
conforming Ministers,  449  pages;  Pal- 
mer*8  Non- Conformist's  Memorial,  two  vol- 
umes, with  engravings;  Mitchel's  New  Eng- 
land Churches,  or  Guide  t^  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  the  Congregational 
Churches,  &c.,  &c.  These,  added  to  what 
wvre  already  on  our  shelves,  afford  very 
good  resources  to  the  student  of  Congre- 
gational principles  and  i)olity,  and  all  can 
be  consulted  here  at  any  hour  in  the  day. 

Our  rooms  are  open  from  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning  until  five  and  a  half  in  the 
afternoon,  during  the  longer  days ;  and 
for  one  dollar,  paid  once  for  all,  any 
member  of  any  Congregational  Church  is 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  room 
and  the  library.  We  have  upon  our  table, 
and  available,  the  following  daily,  weekly, 
monthly,  and  (quarterly  publications,  viz. : 
The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  The  Con- 
gregationalist  and  Recorder,  Tlie  Ad- 
vance, The  Indepimdent,  The  Christian 
Mirror,  The  Religious  Herald,  The  Pacific, 
The  Montreal  Witness,  Tlie  Salem  Regis- 
ter, semi-weekly  ;  Christian  Banner,  The 
Child  at  Home,  Natick  Times,  Telegraph 
and  Pioneer,  Christian  Press,  Chn'stian 
Worker,  Christian  Union,  Baptist  Quar- 
terly, American  Presbyterian  and  Theo- 
logical Review,  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  New 
Englander,  Congregational  Review,  Cana- 


dian Independent,  Methodist  Quarter- 
ly Review,  Free-will  Baptist  Quarterly, 
Princeton  Review,  Tlieological  Eclec- 
tic, Genealogical  Register,  Presbyterian 
Monthly,  Familv  Treasure,  Christian 
World,  Guardian  of  Health,  Panoplist, 
Monthly  Religious  Magazine,  American 
Missionary,  ^lissionary  Herald,  and  Sail- 
ors' Matrazine. 

The  whole  number  of  bound  volumes  in 
the  Lil)rarv  is  now  aereti  thousand  five  hun^ 
thed  and  four ;  and  of  duplicates, ^r€  huu' 
dred  and  jiftfi-four.  This  is  in  excess  over 
last  year  of  fourteen  hundred  and  fortij-four 
volumes,  besides  over  four  hundred  dupli- 
cates. Of  pamphlets  we  have  something 
over  thirty  thousand  in  our  advance  series, 
and  not  less  than  ten  thousand  duplicates. 
It  would  greatly  add  to  the  value  and 
availability  of  these  pamphlets  if  many  of 
them  coiUd  be  suitably  bound.  A  dona- 
tion of  a  thousand  dollars  for  this  purpose 
would  be  a  most  valuable  investment.  If 
the  pecuniary  gain  to  this  Association,  the 
last  year,  has  been  lcs.s  than  was  hoped  for 
at  its  beginning,  the  gain  to  the  Libi-ary 
has  been  quite  large  and  very  valuable. 
It  should  be  known  that  this  valuable  in- 
crease has  not  happened ;  but  is  the  result 
of  a  careful  outlook,  of  pretty  earnest  and 
persistent  begging,  of  large  exchanges,  and 
some  purchases,  where  they  could  be  made 
to  the  best  advantage. 

A  large  number  of  manuscript  sermons 
have  been  in  the  library  for  years;  the 
most  of  them  with  authorship  undeter- 
mined, and  all  inaccessible.  With  weeks 
of  most  patient  and  persevering,  and  large- 
ly gratuitous  labor,  the  authorship  of  nearly 
all  has  been  determined,  and  all  are  now 
carefully  arranged  and  in  paper  folds, 
labelled,  so  as  to  make  them  easily  avail- 
able,—  a  curious  and  valuable  collection 
from  one  hundred  ami  firty  authors,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  two  hundred  years.  Of 
many  of  these  there  are  valuable  dupli- 
cates, which  would  be  gladly  exchanged 
for  other  manuscripts,  or  for  books  or 
pamphlets  not  now  on  these  shelves. 

The  Librarian  and  bis  assistant  are  de- 


voting  all  available  time  to  completing  a 
catalogue  of  all  the  books  and  Taluablo 
pamphlets  now  on  our  shelves,  alphabet- 
ically arranged  upon  slips  of  paper,  so  ad- 
justed in  blank  books,  bound  for  this  pui^ 
pose,  that  many  additions  can  be  made 
without  readjustment.  The  process  is 
tedious,  and  the  work  hirge,  as  nearly 
every  book  and  pamphlet  will  re<piire  a 
double,  and  some  a  treble  title,  making 
quite  eighty  thousand  slips  necessary  to 
catalogue  properly  what  are  now  at  our 
di8po8al.  This  work  has  brought  to  notice 
some  books  and  pamphlets  of  great  value, 
which  were  not  before  known  to  be  here, 
or  their  authors  undetermined.  This  ar- 
rangement, compU'ted,  will  enable  us  to 
know,  as  now  we  cannot,  what  we  have, 
and  what  is  scan'ely  less  imi>ortaiit,  what 
we  have  not.  Very  much  that  is  old,  and 
of  great  im{)ortance  to  this  Association,  is 
passing  into  other  hands,  or  falling  to  de- 
cay for  want  of  proper  care,  or  is  being 
disposed  of  as  Wii8t«  paper ;  and  this  fact, 
of  itself,  pleads  earnestly  for  the  new  and 
safe  building,  into  which  much  that  is  valu- 
able would  quickly  come,  when  its  doors 
are  opened  and  its  alcoves  are  prepared. 

This  whole  subject  appeals  most  ear- 
nestly to  Congregational  Christians  of  Bos- 
ton, because  the  building  must  be  here,  — 
of  Massachusetts,  becrause  I^ti>n  is  its  Cap- 
ital, and  the  privileges  of  tlie  Association 
will  be  more  availaViIc  to  them,  —  of  New 
England,  l)ecause  Con(n*e<;ationaIism  is  so 
much  a  New  England  institution, — of  the 
entire  country,  because  the  building  will 
belong  to  the  denomination  at  large,  and 
it  will  be  the  Home  of  every  one  of  them. 
It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  the 
prineely  givers  of  this  city,  whose  five 
thousands,  ten  thousands,  and  twenty  thou- 
sands have  aided  other  institutions  in  other 
places,  will  now  allow  this  to  come  into 


the  foreground,  and  take  their  next  ]ar|»e 
benefactions,  as  it  surely  will  commend  it- 
self to  them,  on  n»flection,  as  deserving  well 
at  their  hands.  As  home  work,  —  patriotic, 
filial.  Christian  work,  —  promising  great 
good,  it  makes  its  importunate  claim. 
And  when  Boston  Congregationalists  have 
thus  shown  their  high  appreciation  of  their 
Pilgrim  inheritance,  Massachusetts  outside 
of  Boston,  New  England,  and  the  West,  it 
is  more  than  believed,  will  heartily  re- 
spond. Indeed,  already  are  there  pledges 
of  the  latter  from  some  of  our  very  out- 
posts. More  than  a  year  since  a  Congre- 
gational minister  wrote  from  Coloradot 
saying:  ^*I  am  glad  to  sec  that  yon  are 
gradually  obtaining  the  funds  for  the  new 
Congregational  building.  It  has  occurred 
to  me  that  I  should  like  to  own  two  or 
three  bricks  in  it,  to  have  a  right  to 
lounge  in  it  when  I  come  to  Boston,  and 
so  I  send  you  ten  dollars,**  A  foreign  mia- 
sionar}'  in  India,  under  date  of  starch  7, 
18*58,  says:  "I  was  glad  to  receive  your 
last  Annual  llf)K>rt-,  for  I  had  b(*en  for 
some  time  considering  the  wants  of  the 
Association,  and  wondering  how  the  pro- 
posed new  building  was  progressing.  I  am 
happy  to  send  you  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
dollars  to  be  devoted  to  the  objects  and 
purposes  of  the  Association.  I  trust  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Directors  may  be  abnn- 
dantly  prospered,  and  that  they  may  result 
in  speedily  procuring  the  necessary  fiinda 
ibr  the  proposed  Conjrrcgational  Home." 
Only  let  a  similar  s])ii'it  of  Christian  enter- 
prise j)crvade  the  more  highly  favored  of 
the  Congregational  churches,  and  the 
building  would  speedily  arise,  an  ornament 
and  a  credit  to  Boston,  a  help  to  our  de- 
nomination, and  a  blessing  to  the  world. 
In  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

Isaac  P.  Langworthy, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 


ACT    OF   INCORPORATION 


OF   THE 


%mtxmn  Coitgwgatbnal  ^ss0tmti;0it. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the   Year  One  Thouaand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty-four. 

Av  Act  to  ineorponite  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

it  enacted  bjf  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  htf  the 
autkoritjf  of  the  same,  as  follows :  — 

»KCTi02f  1.  Rafas  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and 
cessors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Cengre^ational  Library  Asso- 
ioD,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  C4tabli*8hing  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious 
x>ry  and  literature  of  New  England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the 
oromodution  of  the  samct  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societies ;  with  all  the  powers  and 
ril«*ges,  and  subject  to  all  die  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth 
pter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

i£CTioK  2.  Said  oorporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
nsand  dollars,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
In  the  Year  One  Thmuand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty-six, 

Act  to  authorize  the  Congregational  Library  Association  of  Boston  to  hold  additional 

real  and  personal  estate. 

it  enacted,  See.,  as  follows :  — 

>KCTiOif  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
d  real  und  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in 
lition  to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold ;  provided, 
t  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  he  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suit- 
B  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  act  of  incorporation  passed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year 
fitcen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 
iccTiON  2.     This  act  bhall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1856. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thous^ind  Eight  Hundred  ami  Sixty-Four. 

An  Act  concerning  the  Congregational  Library  Association. 

it  enacted,  J|*c.,  as  follows  :  — 

Section  1.     The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its 

ne,  and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congreg-ational  Association. 

Section  2.     In  addition  to  the  powers  heretofure  granted  said  corporation,  it  is  hereby 

horiztid  to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congregational  churches  ;  by  pub- 

lin*;  works  ;  by  furnishing  libraries  und  pecuniary  aid  to  parishes,  chun'hcs,  and  Sabliiith 

oois;  by  promoting  friendly  intercourse  and  cooperation  among  Congn^gational  ministers 

I  churches,  and  with  other  denominations,  aud  by  collecting  and  disbursing  funds  fur  the 

ive  objects. 

Section  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1864. 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  EEPOET 


OF    THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


American  Conjnja&nal  |^$50aati0n, 


Presented  May  25,  18G9. 


BOSTON: 

AMERICAN    CONGREGATIONAL   ASSOCIATION, 

No.  40  Winter  Stkeet. 

18G9. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  I.    The  name  of  this  body  shall  be  the  Amrricam  Congregational  AssociATioir. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  secure  the  erection,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, of  a  Congregational  House  for  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accomroodatioD  of  iti 
library,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  its  general  purposes  ;  to  foand  and  perpetuate  a  library 
of  books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts,  and  a  collection  of  portraits  and  relics  of  the  past; 
and  to  do  whatever  else—  within  the  limits  of  its  charter — shall  serve  to  illustrate  Congre- 
gational history  and  promote  the  general  interests  of  the  Congrega;tional  churches. 

Art.  hi.  Ihis  Association  shall  be  composed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Congregational 
churches,  paying  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury. 

Art.  IV.  'The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  such  a  number  of  Vice- 
Presidents  as  the  Association  may  fi-om  year  to  year  elect,  a  Corresponding  and  Recording 
Secretary,  a  Librarian,  Treasurer,  and  an  Auditor.  These  Secretaries,  Librarian,  and 
Treasurer,  with  fourteen  others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  Association,  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness.   These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Art.  V.  The  Aimual  Meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business  appropri- 
ate to  such  meetings,  shall  bo  held  in  Boston,  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday 
in  May,  in  each  year,  at  twelve  o*clock,  M.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time 
by  the  Board  of  ()irector8.  The  Annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by  published 
notice  in  the  Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least  one  week 
previous. 

Art.  VI.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
alteration  in  the  call  for  the  meeting  ;  but  the  third  article  shall  be  unalterable. 


BY-LAWS. 


Art.  I.  The  exercises  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Directors,  and  other  officers  having  reports  to  make  ;  action  upon  the  same;  tlie  election  of 
officers  ;  and  the  performance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly  come  k>cfore  the 
meeting. 

Ai:t.  II.  The  Directors  shall  proscribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  judgment  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  x\v<»ocinti()n  may  suggest,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  same.  All 
their  meetings  shall  beDpened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order 
any  public  meeting  of  the  Association  f«»r  anniversary  purposes,  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directurs'  meeting  after  their  appointment  a  chairman  shall  be 
chusen  by  ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee,  by  nomination  (each  of 
three  members),  to  serve  respectively  for  tiie  year.  Irnmediatcly  after  the  opening  of  each 
meeting  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared 
by  the  C<)rres{)on(ling  Secretary  and  Libnirian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to 
which  any  member  may  add  otiier  items. 

Art.  iV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Association,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as  in  their 


juilgment  its  welfare  re<juires. 
Art.  V.    The  Correspoudiii 


ling  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to 
that  office. 

Art.  VI.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  business  is 
tran^^acted  in  the  meetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book 
provided  for  that  purpose,  and  kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Art.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association, 
and  hold  the  same  at  the  dis()osal  of  the  Directors,  —  paying  only  sncli  bills  as  have  the  cer- 
tified approval  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He  shall  report  the  state 
of  the  Trezusury  to  the  Association  at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever 
desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  complete  catalogue  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  manu- 
scripts, perioilicals,  portraits,  and  other  articles  of  interest  belonging  to  the  Association,  with 
the  names  of  their  donors  ainiexcd;  and  shall  have  the  general  charge  of  the  same  under  the 
Li!)rary  Corami'tee. 

Art.  IX.  Previously  to  each  Annual  Meeting  the  Library  Committee  shall  examine  the 
Library  and  all  the  property  of  the  Association,  and  report*  its  condition  to  the  Board,  who 
shall  embody  that  statement  in  their  Annual  Report. 

Art.  X.  No  book,  pamnhlet,  manuscript,  or  periodical  shall  be  taken  from  the  Library 
except  on  such  terms,  and  for  such  time,  lus  the  Library  Committee  shall  prescribe ;  nor 
shall  visitors  be  nerniitted  to  make  extracts  from  manuscripts  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  Librarian. 

Art.  XI.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, by  a  vole  of  two  thirds  or  the  members  present. 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  EEPOET 


OF   THB 


DIREOTORS 


OF  THX 


^meritan  C0ngr^0at}imal  |^Si50aali0it, 


Presented  Mat  25,  1869. 


— •— 


BOSTON: 
AMERICAN    CONGREGATIONAL   ASSOCIATION, 

No.  40  WiMTBB  Stbebt. 

1869.   (L 


w' 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art.  I.    The  name  of  this  body  shall  be  the  American  Coitgreoational  As8ociati05. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  secure  the  erection,  in  the  city  of  Bn«. 
ton,  of  a  Coi«<iREOATioNAL  H0U8E  for  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accoramodation  of  its 
library,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  its  general  pur{>oses ;  to  foand  and  perpetuate  a  library 
of  books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts,  and  a  collection  of  portraits  and  relics  of  the  past; 
and  to  do  whatever  else —  within  the  limits  of  its  charter — shall  serve  to  illustrate  Congre- 
gational historv  and  promote  the  general  interests  of  the  Congregajtional  churches. 

Art.  hi.  This  Association  shall  be  composed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Gongregatiooal 
churches,  paying  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury. 

Art.  I V .  The  ofTicers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  such  a  number  of  Vice- 
Presidents  as  the  Association  may  fixim  year  to  year  elect,  a  Corresponding  and  Recording 
Secretary,  a  Librarian,  Treasurer,  and  an  Auditor.  These  Secretaries,  Librarian,  ana 
Treasurer,  with  fourteen  others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  Association,  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness.   These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Art.  V.  The  Annual  Meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business  appropri- 
ate to  such  meetings,  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the  Tuesday'  preceding  the  last  \V<Klnesday 
in  May,  in  each  year,  at  twelve  o*clock,  M.  Special  meetmgs  may  be  called  at  any  time 
by  the  Board  of  directors.  The  Annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by  published 
notice  in  the  Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least  one  week 
previous. 

Art.  VL  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
alteration  In  the  call  for  the  meeting  ;  but  the  third articU  shall  be  unalterable. 


BY-LAWS. 

Art.  I.  The  exercises  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  bo  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Directors,  and  other  officers  having  reports  to  make  ;  action  upon  the  same;  the  election  of 
officers  ;  and  the  performance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly  come  before  the 
meeting. 

AitT.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  judgment  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  Association  may  suj^gost,  and  the  method  of  calling  tlie  same.  All 
their  meetings  shall  be  opened  with  prayer,  'fhey  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order 
any  public  meeting  of  the  Association  for  anniversary  purposes,  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors*  meeting  after  tneir  appointment  a  chairman  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee,  by  nomination  (each  of 
three  members),  to  serve  respectively  for  the  year.  Imme<liately  alter  the  opening  of  each 
meeting  the  minutes  of  the  previous  nieeting  shall  be  read,  and  u  docket  of  business,  prepared 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to 
which  anv  member  may  add  other  items. 

Art.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annaai 
Meeting  of  the  Association,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as  in  their 
judgment  its  welfare  requires. 

Art.  V.  Ttie  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to 
that  office. 

Art.  VL  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  busine^  i« 
transacted  in  the  meetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book 
provided  fur  that  purpose,  and  kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Airr.  yil.  The  Treasurer  shnll  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association, 
and  hold  the  same  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors,  —  paying  only  such  bills  as  have  the  cer- 
tified approval  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He  shall  report  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Association  at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  wiienever 
desired  bv  them  to  do  so. 

Art.  VIIL  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  complete  catalogue  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  manu- 
scripts, periodicals,  portraits,  and  other  articles  of  interest  belonging  to  the  Association,  with 
the  names  of  their  donors  annexed;  and  shall  have  the  general  charge  of  the  same  under  the 
Library  Committee. 

Art.  IX.  Previously  to  each  Annual  Meeting  the  Library  Committee  shall  examine  the 
Library  and  all  the  property  of  the  Association,  and  report  its  condition  to  the  Board,  who 
shall  enibodv  that  statement  in  their  Annual  Report. 

Art.  X.  i^o  book,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  or  periodical  shall  be  taken  from  the  Library 
except  on  such  terms,  ana  for  such  time,  as  the  Library  Committee  shall  prescribe  -,  no'r 
shall  visitors  be  permitted  to  make  extracts  from  manuscripts  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  Librarian. 

Art.  XL  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, by  a  voO  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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AilERICAX  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congregational  Asso- 
ciation (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist  and  Recorder)  was 
held  M&j  25,  1869,  at  12  m.,  in  their  rooms.  No.  40  Winter  Street. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Hon.  E.  S.  Tobey, 
and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Charles  "VT*  Wood,  of  Campello. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  accepted, 
and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  publication. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  Report,  and  it  received  the  same  reference. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year :  — 

•  President, 

Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Rev.  George  E.  Adams,  D.  D.,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  D.  D.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Hon.  William  C.  Clarke,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  D.  D.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  D.  D.,  Med  way,  Mass. 

Rev.  Seth  Sweeps er,  D.  D.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Samuel  Williston,  Easthampton,  Moss. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  D.  D.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  William  A.  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  D.  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  D.  D.,  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.  D.,  Cleveland,  0. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Htde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.  D.,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.  D.,  Chicago,  III 


Hon.  Charles  6.  Hammond,  Chicago,  HL 

Rev.  John  J.  Miter,  Beaver  Dam,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.  D.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  Asa  Turner,  Denmark,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Jesse  Guernsey,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Rev.  George  Mooar,  Oakland,  CaL 

Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  D.  D.,  Montreal,  Que. 

DirectOTB. 

Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobet,  Boston.  Samuel   D.  Warren,  Esq.,  Bos- 
Gardner  Greene  Hubbard,  Esq.,        ton. 

Boston.  *  Samuel  Johnson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Bos- 

Rev.  RuFus  Anderson,  D.  D.,  Bos-        ton. 

ton.  Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.  D.,  Boe- 
Rev.    Augustus    C.    Thompson,        ton. 

D.D.,  Boston.  Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

John  Field,  Esq.,  Boston.  Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  Boston. 

Rev.   Alonzo   H.   Quint,  D.  D.,  J.  Russell  Bradford,  Boston. 

New  Bedford.  Wm.  C.  Strong,  Esq.,  Brighton. 
Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian. 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Boston. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOTES,  Boston. 

Treamrer. 
JAMES  P.  MELLEDGE,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Aiiditor, 
ALPHEUS  HARDY,  Esq.,  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  D.  D.,  it  was 
Votedj  That  as  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  it  is  hoth  desirable  and  ex- 
pedient for  the  Directors  to  lose  no  time  in  securing  the  proposed  Congre- 
gational House  in  Boston ;  either  by  a  separate  and  independent  erection 
at  the  expense  of  the  American  Congregational  Association,  or  bj  joint 
co-operation  with  other  kindred  societies. 

Adjourned.  Daniel  P.  Notes, 

Recording  Secretary. 


THE  SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS 
OF  THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCLiTION. 

In  presenting  their  Sixteenth  Annual  Report,  the  Directors  of  the 
American  Congregational  Association  are  happy  to  state  that  the  Lihrary 
has  been  greatly  increased  during  the  past  year,  and  that  many  things  of 
rare  value  have  been  placed  upon  its  shelves.  In  the  present  financial 
embarrassments  among  business  men,  it  has  not  been  deeihed  advisable  to 
Drge,  with  too  much  pertinacity,  the  claims  of  this  Association  for  the 
necessaiy  funds  to  erect  the  ^  Congregational  House,"  so  long  ago  pro- 
jected, and  now  so  much  needed.  While  watching  and  waiting  for  more 
hopeful  business  prospects,  and  regarding  every  additional  book  a  new 
appeal  for  the  fire-proof  building,  the  Librarian  has  given  his  chief  atten- 
tion to  the  work  of  searching  out  and  securing,  mostly  as  donations,  such 
books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts  as  would  be  useful  here  either  in  per- 
manency, to  meet  an  existing  want,  or  for  exchange  or  sale,  thus  making 
everything  coming  to  his  hands  available.  The  results  have  been  highly 
enoooraging.  The  additions  have  been  greater  than  in  any  previous  year, 
both  in  the  number  of  books  obtained,  and  in  their  value.  The  facilities 
for  exchanges  are  now  quite  large,  and  duplicates  can  be  turned  to  good 
account.  Many  persons  have  become  acquainted  with  the  objects  of  the 
Association,  and  are  contributors  to  its  literary  treasures,  and  at  the  same 
time  are  interested  to  secure  such  additions  as  are  within  their  reach,  other- 
wise destined  to  the  waste-basket,  or  to  remain  useless  in  closets  or  attics, 
and  thus  become  food  for  rats  and  worms ;  and  it  is  certain  that  no  time  is 
to  be  lost  in  gathering  what  may  still  be  found  that  illustrates  the  princi- 
ples, describes  the  course,  and  gives  the  history  of  those  men  who  laid  the 
foundations  of  our  own  churches  as  well  as  of  our  civil  government. 

The  last  Annual  Report  gave  the  whole  number  of  bound  volumes  to 
be  eight  thousand  and  fifly-eight,  or  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  four 
besides  duplicates.  The  present  number,  from  actual  count,  is  ten  thou- 
sand SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY-NINE,  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-two 
of  which  are  duplicates,  —  a  gain  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty 
bound  volumes,  —  giving  us  nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  seven 
volumes  exclusive  of  duplicates,  making  an  absolute  gain  during  the 
year  of  our  regular  series  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  three. 
There  have  also  been  added,  by  gifts  and  exchanges,  over  ten  thousand 
pamphlets,  which,  added  to  the  number  previously  upon  our  shelves,  give 
us,  on  a  careful  estimate,  between  forty-five  and  fifty  thousand  pamphlets, 
full  one  fourth  of  which  are  duplicates.  Between  one  and  two  hundred 
Tolomes  of  pamphlets  have  been  bound  during  the  year,  and  the  means 
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only  are  wanting  to  bind  a  thousand  volumes  more.  Among  the  books 
added  this  past  year  are :  The  Power  of  the  Congregational  Churches,  by 
John  Davenport,  1 672  ;  Church  Discipline,  by  Bragge ;  Saybrook  Con- 
fession, 1760;  Church  Government  and  Church  Covenant  discussed; 
Answer  to  Thirty-Two  Questions  ;  Apologie  of  Elders,  and  an  Answer  to  * 
the  Nine  Positions  about  Church  Government,  1643;  Increase  Mather 
on  Ecclesiastical  Councils;  Church  Grovernments,  by  John  Owen,  1689; 
Mather's  Ratio  Disciplinae,  perfect  copy ;  wanting  leaves  in  C.  Mather's 
Magnalia,  folio,  60  the  text  of  that  great  work  is  now  complete ;  Cotton 
Mather's  Johannes  in  Eremo ;  Cambridge  Platform  and  Articles  of  Faith, 
1680  ;  John  Cotton's  Bloudy  Tennent ;  John  Cotton  on  Canticles ;  Parable 
of  the  Ten  Virgins,  by  Thomas  Shepard  ;  The  Answer  of  several  Minis- 
ters, in  and  near  Boston,  to  that  case  of  Conscience,  Whether  it  is  lawful 
for  a  Man  to  marry  his  Deceased  Wife's  Sister ;  The  Christian  Witness, 
twenty-one  volumes,  finely  bound,  the  great  work  of  Dr.  Campbell,  and 
The  British  Quarterly  Review,  forty-four  volumes,  edited  by  Dr.  Vaughan, 
secured  and  donated,  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Ashton,  of  London,  a  valuable 
acquisition;  Biographical  Sketches  (by  Rev.  Emerson  Davis,  D.  D.,  of 
Westfield)  of  deceased  New  England  Pastors,  in  manuscript,  making  five 
large  quarto  volumes,  the  gift  of  his  widow,  the  life  work  of  her  husband. 
These,  and  many  others  of  earlier  and  later  date,  and  of  scarcely  less 
value,  have  been  secured,  either  of  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  du- 
plicate. Some  results  of  councils  and  controversial  pamphlets  of  marked 
worth  have  been  procured ;  also,  State  Registers  of  early  dates,  among 
them  the  first  of  the  Massachusetts  series,  1767,  and  containing  the  earliest 
printed  list  of  the  ministers  of  the  State  known  to  this  board.  Were  the 
accumulations  of  this  year  alone  singled  out,  and  properly  arranged  by 
themselves,  it  is  believed  that  any  one  acquainted  with  libraries  would  say 
that  a  good  year's  work  has  been  done.  These,  added  to  the  treasures 
previously  gathered,  make  this  library  unusually  rich  in  Congregational, 
early  New  England,  and  ecclesiastical  history,  affording  better  facilities  to 
students  of  either  than  most  of  our  older  public  libraries.  It  should  be  said 
that  not  a  farthing  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  either  the  pur- 
chase or  binding  of  books  during  the  past  year. 

Contemplating  what  has  already  been  done  in  this  single  direction,  and 
wjiat  is  possible  to  be  done  with  fair  advantages,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  sur- 
prise that  the  means  to  erect  a  large  fire-proof  building  for  this  and  kin- 
dred purposes  have  not,  long  since,  been  forthcoming.  It  is  certain  that 
there  are  now  one  hundred  men  in  the  Congregational  churches  of  Boston 
and  not  very  remote  vicinity,  if  fairly  divided,  either  ten  of  whom  could, 
without  detriment  to  their  business  or  injury  to  their  families,  —  even  in 
these  troublous  times,  —  put  this  building  speedily  into  the  process  of  erec- 


tioD.  Thej  give  now  annaallj  what  would  at  once  relieve  our  treasury. 
Why  do  they  not,  and  why  will  they  not,  turn  their  benefactions  for  once, 
at  least,  in  this  direction  ?  Is  not  the  object  sufficiently  Christian  ?  It  is 
certainly  nothing  else.  Is  it  not  sufficiently  broad  and  extensive  in  its 
scope  ?  It  is  designed  to  embrace  everything  we  hold  dear  in  the  form  of 
Christian  growth  and  worth.  Other  great  branches  of  the  Chrbtian  family 
—  Presbyterians,  both  schools,  Methodists,  and  Baptists  —  find  it  altogether 
for  the  interest  of  Christ's  cause,  as  represented  by  them,  to  have  and  oc- 
cupy a  denominational  ^  home  "  chiefiy  for  home  purposes.  Our  branch  is 
not  exempt  from  this  same  necessity.  Congregationalism  wants  a  large,  safe, 
commodious  building  in  this  home  of  the  Puritans  for  the  books,  pamphlets, 
manuscripts,  and  suchlike  it  now  has,  and  now  imperilled,  and  for  ten 
times  as  much  more  equally  valuable,  and  which  could  be  quickly  gathered 
were  its  safety  guaranteed,  and  a  fair  amount  for  some  purchases  and  bind- 
ing and  working  it  up  provided.  This  alone  surely  ought  to  command  the 
needed  funds ;  and  few  things  can  this  generation  do  that  would  be  mpre 
highly  appreciated  by  posterity,  or  that  would  more  quickly  and  certainly 
and  continuously  bless  the  world.  Then  to  provide  in  the  same  building 
suitable  rooms  for  our  various  benevolent  societies  that  have  offices  in  Bos- 
ton ;  thus  bringing  to  one  point,  and  under  one  roof,  all  that  affiliate  in  the 
great  work  of  Congregational  Christianization,  thus  greatly  promoting  the 
convenience  of  contributors  and  visitors,  and  economizing  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affisiirs  of  these  now  scattered  organizations,  and  greatly  increas- 
ing the  moral  power  of  every  one  of  them,  and  preparing  the  way  for  further 
consolidations,  if  these  seem  necessary.  In  this  alone  is  an  object  worthy  the 
generous  benefactions  of  the  giving.  Then  to  have  a  "  home  "  for  our  three 
thousand  ministers  and  three  hundred  thousand  church-members  in  this 
old  and  fii'st  home  of  the  Puritans,  —  a  place  for  consultation,  for  mutual 
intercourse,  for  fraternal  greetings ;  to  have  in  this  nineteenth  century  a 
symbol  of  our  faith,  so  far  as  it  can  be  shadowed  forth,  something  that 
speaks  to  the  eye  without,  and  is  filled  with  food  for  the  mind  and  heart 
within,  a  living  monument,  inhabited  by  workers  for  Christ  through  all  the 
open  channels  for  Christian  influences  throughout  the  world,  always  acces- 
sible to  the  Christian,  resident  or  sojourner,  where  either  or  both  can  be 
instructed  from  the  recorded  experiences  of  the  sainted  dead,  and  be 
cheered  and  encouraged  by  the  cordial  greetings  and  sympathy  of  fellow- 
laborers  yet  alive ;  and  by  such  a  structure,  so  occupied,  awakening  here  a 
deeper  interest  in,  and  a  greater  respect  for,  the  principles  upon  which  our 
civil  and  religious  institutions  were  established  ;  for  this  alone  a  very 
large  amount  of  consecrated  funds  might  be  most  usefully  employed.  Thep 
such  a  "  home  "  here  would  send  good  cheer  to  distant  and  frontier  labor- 
ers, who  are  now   puzzled  to  tell  where  Congregationalism  is,  or  is  so 


8 

embodied  that  its  history  and  literature  and  working  and  character  can 
be  ascertained ;  and,  moreover,  it  would  become  at  once,  or  yerj  quid^lj, 
such  a  centre  6f  correspondence  with  co-workers  in  all  places  wheresoever 
our  ministers  and  our  missionaries,  home  and  foreign,  are  to  be  found,  such 
as  now  nowhere  exists  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  which  the  Christian 
world  now  veiy  much  needs.'  For  these  and  many  other  important  and 
pressing  reasons,  this  object  should  appeal  successfully  to  giving  Christians 
in  our  churches. 

But  may  it  not  be  that  the  apparent  reluctance  to  aid  this  object  springs 
from  a  want  of  appreciation  of  the  polity  we  accept,  from  a  feeling  that  it 
is  less  Christian,  if  Christian  at  all,  to  work  denominationally  ?  Certain 
it  is  that  Boston  and  many  other  Congregationalists,  for  the  last  forty 
years  have,  as  a  rule,  given  all  but  exclusively  to  mixed  or  so-called 
Catholic  organizations,  aside  from  sustaining  their  own  particular  churches, 
while  the  other  partners  in  these  societies  have  kept  up  and  vigorously  sus- 
tained their  own  denominational  organizations,  and  have  always  stood 
ready  to  reap  the  fruits  of  the  several  union  movements.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  Congregationalists  have  been  growing  relatively  weaker, 
while  every  professed  co-operating  denomination  has  been  growing  rel- 
atively stronger  in  the  very  place  where  the  former  had  the  precedence, 
the  possession,  the  character,  the  everything  needed  save  a  due  self-respect 
and  proper  regard  for  the  great  principles  with  which  they  were  intrusted. 
Practically  this  co-operative  theory  has  worked  badly  for  the  party  mostly 
relied  on  for  both  funds  and  laborers.  And  yet  not  a  few  are  urging  its 
continuance,  because,  they  say,  '^  it  is  magnanimous,"  and  to  work  denomi- 
nationally '*  is  sectarian  and  unoongregational ;  we  would  as  soon  help  other 
denominations  as  our  own,  and  for  some  places,  sooner ;  we  are  for  the 
largest  liberty,  especially  for  union  with  all  earnest  Christians  ;  we  despise 
this  effort  to  push  one's  own  polity." 

To  all  this  it  may  be  answered  that  if  this  liberty,  or  enlarged  charity,  is 
worth  using  thus  freely,  it  is  worth  keeping  and  perpetuating.  But 
helping  to  build  up  other  branches  of  the  Christian  family  is  helping  to 
establish  a  polity  which  repudiates  this  liberty ;  for  Congregationalists 
alone  hold  or  rightfully  claim  it.  And  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  this  lud  is 
given  to  establish  another  where  the  congregational  polity  could  just  as 
well  be  established.  Besides,  we  believe  Congregationalism  to  be  the 
church  polity  of  the  New  Testament.  When,  therefore,  an  opportunity  is 
afforded,  or  can  be  created,  to  do  the  hest  thing  for  a  needy  community, 
how  can  we  have  a  moral  right  to  do,  instead,  a  second,  or  third,  or  fifth 
best  ?  It  is  only  when  we  cannot  do  the  best  that  we  are  justified  in  try- 
ing to  do  the  next  best  Our  congregational  givers  have  seldom  been 
driven  to  this  latter  extremity.     Besides,  again,  why  resort  to  union  or- 
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ganizations  when  bj  our  principles  and  polity  we  have  or  can  command 
the  fiidlities  for  doing  everything,  in  about  every  place,  that  any  or  all 
these  onion  organizations  can  do  ?  For  our  principles  are  as  broad  as  the 
Bible,  and  onr  charehes  are  open  to  every  true  Christian.  There  is  not  a 
partner  in  any  one  of  the  co-operating  organizations  whom  we  would  not 
take  to  onr  fellowship.  So  that  all  good  and  generous  givers  can  have,  do 
have,  the  grandest  opportunities  for  placing  all  their  benefactions  where 
they  will  be  laying  the  strongest  and  surest  foundations,  and  rearing  the 
best  saperstmctnres,  and  doing  the  most  for  Christ  and  perishing  souls  in 
the  best  way. 

It  is  not  ancongregational  ^to  provide  for  our  own  household,"  '^to 
keep  omr  own  vineyard.**  The  founders  of  our  churches  in  this  country 
did  do  this ;  we,  claiming  to  be  their  descendants,  do  it  not  Nor  is  it 
really  magnanimous,  nor  Christian,  nor  wise  to  do  a  second-best  thing 
when  the  first-best  is  equally  available  and  as  easily  accomplished. 

There  is  a  line,  in  this  liberal,  charitable  theory,  beyond  which  no  con- 
sistent Christian  would  go.  To  that  outer  line  we  go  with  him,  only 
we  demand  that  the  stakes  shall  be  put  down  there  strong  and  firm  ;  and 
within  this  broad,  open  cihsuit,  fraternal  and  loving,  like  Christianity  itself, 
he  shall  abide,  and  live,  and  die,  unless  driven  beyond  by  uncontrollable 
circumstances,  or  taken  to  heaven.  •  For  the  moment  he  goes  out  of  this 
into  any  other  embrace,  he  narrows  the  circuit,  and  throws  his  influence, 
and  gives  his  character  and  means  for  a  subordinate  instead  of  the  highest 
good. 

It  is,  then,  more  Christian,  more  consistent,  more  magnanimous  for  us 
to  give  through  Congregational  channels,  when  these  are  available,  than 
through  any  others. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  expedient,  and,  perhaps,  semi-justifiable 
in  the  past,  we  have  now  come  to  a  period  when  there  is  no  excuse  for 
shrinking  from  bold  and  earnest  efforts  through  our  own  agencies  to  bless 
the  world.  Each  leading  denomination  is  strong  enough  to  do  its  own 
work  in  its  own  way.  The  whole  world  is  open  to  all,  so  that  there  is 
abundant  room.  Each  has  the  means  for  economical  work,  and  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  immediate  and  persistent  Christian  activity.  Popery  is 
rising  to  power  in  this  country  with  a  rapidity  that  ought  to  arouse  and 
bring  into  play  every  available  resource  among  Congregationalists  to  raise 
effectual  barriers  against  its  progress.  Nothing  could  be  or  would  be  more 
dreaded  by  that  insidious  and  deadly  foe  to  Christian  and  civil  liberty  than  to 
see  the  descendants  of  the  Puritans  rallying  to  the  old  battle-cry  of  "  Free- 
dom to  worship  God."  Such  a  power  as  would  be  necessarily  created  by 
the  erection  of  the  proposed  Congregational  building  in  Boston  would  give 
heart  and  hope  to  Christians  in  many  interesting  and  remote  settlements 
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where  churches  of  our  own  faith  and  polity  would  be  gathered ;  thus  estab- 
lishing little  centres  of  Christian  and  civil  liberty  in  these  destitute  places ; 
and  these  are  the  best  bulwarks  conceivable  against  Popery  and  every 
other  abomination.  But^now  our  own  denominational  interests  are  lying 
so  loosely  around,  and  every  one  suffering  if  not  languishing  for  the  want 
of  the  very  help  so  freely  granted  by  its  own  membership  to  other  inter- 
ests, the  impression  is  natural  and  necessary  that  Congregational  principles 
and  polity  are  lightly  esteemed  here,  scarcely  worth  preserving ;  not  at  all 
worth  the  trouble  and  cost  of  extending  and  preserving  elsewhere,  though 
never  so  much  wanted.  Our  denominational  record  in  this  regard  reflects 
upon  us  no  credit,  and  will  not  bear  the  Christian  construction  many  are 
disposed  to  put  upon  it  Beyond  what  now  seems  to  be  dreamed  of  by 
our  good  men,  and  giving,  the  preservation  of  our  free  institutions  depends 
on  the  strengthening  and  deepening  and  extending  and  perpetuating  the 
principles  of  Christian  and  civil  liberty  embodied  and  made  effective  in 
our  Congregational  churches  as  nowhere  else  under  heaven.  This  is  no 
fancy,  no  whim,  no  mere  idea,  but  sober,  demonstrable  truth.  It  is  not 
only  high  time,  but  more  than  right  that  we  stir  up  our  home  forces  for 
home  work  and  set  up  our  banner  here,  even  though  it  be  at  great  cost 
and  inconvenience,  and  subject  us  to  some  censure  for  beginning  to  work, 
as  our  ancestors  wrought,  upon  our  own  simple  scriptural  basis,  doing  our 
own  work  in  our  own  way,  leaving  every  other  branch  of  the  Christian 
family  to  do  precisely  the  same  thing,  co-operating  always  where  that 
promises  really  more  good  in  the  end.  It  is  time  to  stop  this  self-deple- 
tion and  begin  to  invigorate  our  own  Christian  body.  Our  boasted  "  magna- 
nimity "  and  abounding  "charity"  and  so-called  "union"  and  " co-operation ** 
have  "  co-operated  "  us  as  a  denomination  from  the  first  place  in  numbers 
in  our  country  to  one  far  below  that  of  our  Methodist,  Baptist,  and  Pres- 
byterian brethren.  They  have  known  the  advantages  of  denominational 
action,  and  have  reaped  its  fruits.  We  have  given  them  a  cordial  welcome 
to  our  ministers  or  church-members  and  our  purses,  and  they  have  freely 
helped  themselves.  And  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  any  other  polity 
in  Christendom  could  have  pursued  such  a  course,  and  not  have  been  ex- 
tinguished. That  ours  now  has  any  place  and  power  in  the  land  is  proof 
that  it  is  of  God,  and  has  still  a  great  mission  to  perform. 

It  may  be  urged,  in  objection  to  this  view,  that  this  simple  New  Testa- 
ment polity  is  extending,  and  more  rapidly  now  than  ever  before,  not- 
withstanding co-operative  giving  has  had  so  largely  the  precedence.  To 
this  it  may  be  replied^  most  truthfully,  that  this  increase  has  not  been,  is 
not,  and  never  will  be  where  a  proper  denominational  spirit  is  not.  It 
never  happened  anywhere,  and  never  can.  It  comes,  as  any  other  good 
thing  comes,  by  faith   and  works.      Boston,  Massachusetts,  and   indeed 
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I^ew  England  Congregationalists  have  lef^  the  great  work  of  extending 
their  own  politj  to  itself,  and  "  itself"  has  not  done  it,  and  so  they  have 
not  preserved  one  half  their  own  descendants.  Out  of  New  England, 
where  the  want  of  these  principles  and  their  fruits  has  been  felt,  the  de- 
nominational or  family  spirit  has  been  invoked,  and  there  and  there  only 
has  been  our  chief  increase. 

To  bring  back  the  old  family  spirit  is  greatly  needed  here  at  the  home- 
stead ;  in  no  improper  rivalry,  but  simply  to  make  the  most  of  ourselves  in 
the  best  way  for  Christ  and  the  world  for  which  he  died,  and  leave  be- 
hind us,  for  our  children,  the  inheritance  given  us  by  our  fathers,  unim- 
paired, ample,  and  adapted  to  every  exigency  in  every  age. 

To  do  this,  and  illustrate  its  existence,  others  than  the  Directors  of  this 
Association  say,  "  Let  the  site  for  the  Congregational  House  in  Boston  be 
secured  and  the  building  ari^e  as  a  centre  and  a  signal  for  Christian  work." 
Tbey  are  either  of  the  "  ten  men  "  out  of  the  suggested  "  one  hundred  " 
who  are  immediately  wanted  to  come  forward  in  the  spirit  of  the  founders 
of  our  churches  and  to  say  each  to  the  other,  "  Let  us  rise  up  and  build.'* 
Methodists  find  readily  the  means  for  such  a  structure  here,  while  they 
have  not  a  tithe  of  the  resources  God  has  intrusted  to  us.  If  they  can 
make  such  a  structure  useful  here,  We  more  than  they.  If  they  can  com- 
mand the  means  to  do  h  now,  why  not  we,  when  we  have  so  much  to  do 
with  in  other  directions  ?  Our  Library,  not  now  half  accommodated,  too 
much  exposed,  rapidly  increasing,  and  destined  to  increase  with  threefold 
rapidity  when  properly  and  safely  provided  for,  calls  loudly  for  its  fire- 
proof building.  It  is  now  an  invaluable  treasure,  —  in  some  of  its  features 
unique, —  consulted,  referred  to,  and  recognized  more  and  more,  as  one  of 
the  valued  resorts  of  the  minister,  scholar,  and  historian,  and  can  surely 
and  quickly  be  made  a  source  of  great  moral  power,  limited  by  no  sec- 
tional lines.  No  denomination  in  the  country  has  a  history  and  literature 
80  varied,  so  extensive,  so  valuable,  from  which  a  library,  unequalled  in  its 
leading  features  can  be  gathered,  as  our  own.  The  sum  needed  to  erect 
the  building  is  small  compared  with  the  inestimable  importance  of  its 
speedy  erection,  —  is  small  compared  with  the  number  and  ability  of  those 
for  whom  it  is  especially  designed.  The  great  increase  of  our  churches  in 
the  West,  their  most  favorable  beginnings  in  the  now  just-opening  South, 
and  the  certainty  of  their  extension  and  establishment  everywhere  bur 
gi-eat  missionary  work  is  going  on,  make  it  especially  incumbent  on  us,  at 
these  headquarters,  to  bring  more  clearly  to  view  the  old  landmarks,  and 
to  show  to  the  world,  by  unmistakable  signs,  our  high  appreciation  of  our 
principles  and  polity.  Our  membership  outside  of  this  immediate  centre 
only  wait  a  few  such  subscriptions  here  for  this  noble  family  object  as  our 
good  men  so  frequently  give  to  religious  and  educational  institutions  not  our 
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own,  to  enlist  them  warmly  and  earnestly  in  the  completion  of  what  is  now 
80  well  begun.  It  is  certain  that  tlie  object  is  good,  that  we  have  too 
much  not  to  have  more ;  that  we  have  gone  too  far  not  to  go  farther  now. 
The  Directors  do  most  earnestly  commend  this  subject  to  the  candid  and 
prayerful  consideration  of  all  who  desire  to  perpetuate  the  principles  and 
polity  which  have  done  so  much  to  make  our  country  what  it  is,  and  are 
so  well  adapted  to  make  it  what  it  should  be. 

The  Directors  tender  their  most  cordial  thanks  to  the  donors  of  books 
and  pamphlets,  and  ask  a  continuance  of  their  favors.  A  list  of  donations 
will  be  found  on  the  following  pages.  For  a  knowledge  of  the  finances  of 
the  Association  see  Treasurer's  Report. 

In  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY, 

Corresponding  Secretanf  ami  LSmaioM^ 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS. 

Abbott,  Ber.  Edward,  Cambridgeport 59 

Abbott,  Mn.  Joseph  H.,  BoTerly 2  1,469 

Adams,  Bot.  Geoi^  M.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 9  2Q 

Allen,  Mrs.  Cttiis,  Franklin B  271 

Allen,  BeT.  Geoi^  Worcester      .  *    .  .        .  .1 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions             .  8  466 

American  Education  Society,  Newspapers 90  68 

Ashton,  Bey.  Bobert,  London,  Eng. 28  84 

Ajer,  BeT.  Charles  L.,  Willimantic,  Conn 171 

Bond,  Bey.  William  B.,  Thomdike 25  56 

Bomham,  Samuel,  North  Cambridge 6  80 

Butts,  Isaac  B.,  Chelsea 1 

Chelsea,  Cit7  of .2  20 

Chesebrough,  Bev.  Amos  S.,  Glastenbury,  Conn.        ...  29  58 

Clapp,  James  B.,  Boston,  Engraying 11  58 

Clark,  Bey.  Doms,  D.  D.,  Waltham 2  1 

Clark,  Bey.  N.  Geoi^  D.  D.,  Boston 168 

Collins,  Patrick,  Dorchester       .......  8 

Corey,  F.  C,  M.  D.,  Sturbridge     .......  6  4 

Cuahing,  C.  C,  Cambridge 12 

Cutter,  Abram  E.,  Charlestown      .......  1  11 

Eaton,  Bey.  J.  M.  B.,  Henniker,  N.  H 2  158 

Ellis,  Mrs.  F.  D.,  Medfield 4 

Emerson,  Bey.  Alfred,  Fitchburg       . 1 

Fessenden  and  Baker,  New  Bedford 2 

Fisk,  Bey.  Jonas,  Danyers          ..*•••.  116 

Flint,  Charles  L.,  Esq.,  State  House 18 

Ford,  Bey.  James  T.,  Stowe,  Vt 8  51 

French,  Jonathan,  Boxbury, 87 

Gale,  Bey.  Nahum,  D.  D.,  Lee 41 

Goldsmith,  Seth,  Charlestown 5  44 

Green,  Samuel  A,  M.  D.,  Boston 9  146 

Green,  Thomas,  Chelsea 10 

Guild,  Beuben  A.,  Proyidence,  B.  I. 1 

Holbrook,  Dea. ,  Sturbridge 1  11 

Huntington,  Bey.  E.  B.,  Stamford,  Conn 1 

Ide,  Bey.  Alexis  W.,  West  Med  way 5  16 

Jones,  Bey.  Henry  W.,  Hingham 1 

Kingman,  Abner,  Esq.,  Boston 18  281 

Kingsbury,  Rey.  William  H.,  West  Woodstock,  Conn.       .        .  6  18 

Lane,  Mrs.  J.  A.,  Boston 188 

Langworthy,  Nathan  H.,  Westerly,  B.  L 1 

Maine  Historical  Society 7  1 
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ToIb.  Pun. 

Mann,  Mrs. ,  Franklin 3  8 

Marvin,  ReT.  Abijah  P.,  Winchendon I 

Marvin,  Theophilus  R.,  Boston 85  189 

Maflsachusetts  Historical  Society 10 

Means,  Bev.  James  H.,  Dorchester 1 

Melrose,  Town  of 1 

Metcalf,  Hon.  Theron,  Boston 6 

Mills,  Misses  Louisa  and  Susanna,  Peabody   .        .        .        .        .  i 

Mitchell*  AmmiR,  Bath,  Me.    ../....  18 

Mitchell,  Rev.  David  M.,  Waltham 8  6 

New  Haven  Historical  Society 1 

Noyes,  Rev.  Daniel  P.,  Longwood 107*  181 

Oliphant,  Rev.  David,  Andover 101  25 

Palmer,  Asa  C,  Bath,  Me. 4  59 

Peet,  Mrs.  Stephen,  Beloit,  Wis.,  Manuscripts    ....  1 

Perkins,  Rev.  Frederick  T.,  Sanbomton,  N  H.      .     •  .        .        .9  41 

Perkins,  Noble  M.,  Chelsea '  .  8 

Proctor,  John  C,  Boston 28 

Public  Library,  Boston 2  82 

Putnam,  Rev.  Israel  W.,  D.  D.,  Heirs  of,  Middleborough        .        .  955 

Root,  George  W.,  Hartford,  Ct. 21  19 

Sargent,  Moses  H.,  Boston     .        .        ...        .        .        .8  109 

Savage,  Rev.  Minot  J.,  Framingham          .        .        .        .        .  1 

Sedgwick,  Miss  M.  B.,  Stockbridge,  1  bbl.  Newspapers  .        .        .  492 

Sharp,  Mr.  — = ,  Dorchester 88 

Shaw,  Benjamin  S.,  M.  D.,  Boston 20 

Sprague,  Rev.  William  B.,  D.  D.,  Albany,  N.  Y.        ...  53 

Stockwell,  Stephen  N.,  Boston        .        .  • 6  884 

Stone,  Rev.  Collins,  Hartford,  Conn 18 

Strong,  Rev.  Elnathan  £.,  Waltham 58  125 

Tallman,  Benjamin  F.,  Richmond,  Me 19  1 

Tallmau,  Henry,  Esq.,  Bath,  Me 5  SS 

Tenney,  Jonathan,  Newton 29  625 

Thayer,  Rev.  William  M.,  Franklin 20  8 

Thompson,  Rev.  Augustus  C,  D.  D.,  Roxbury  ....  2  1 

Thwing,  Rev.  Edward  P.,  Chelsea 56 

Trask,  William  B.,  Boston 80 

Turner,  J.  B.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 13 

Walley,  Samuel  H.,  Boston 442  254 

Ward,  Thomas  W.,  Shrewsbury 1 

Wardwell,  William  R,  Boston 4 

Warren, ,  Stow 6 

Wheatland,  Henry,  M.  D.,  Salem, 6 

Whiting,  Mrs. ,  Franklin 4 

Wilder,  Rev.  Moses  H.,  Paris,  N.  Y 22  1,049 

Willey,  Rev.  Isaac,  Pembroke,  N.  H 2 

Williams,  Rev.  Charles  H.,  Boston,  Manuscripts 
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ACT    OF   INCORPORATION 


OF  THB 


%mmtKn  ^anQxtQutxand  %Bmxntmh 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty-four. 

An  Act  to  incorpomte  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembledf  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  cu  follows :  — 

Section  1.  Rafus  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julias  A.  Palmer,  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Li- 
brary Association,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  perpetuating  a  library 
of  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  Hocicties ; 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabili- 
ties set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid 
purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1854. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty-six, 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Congregational  Library  Association  of  Boston  to  hold  ad- 
ditional real  and  personal  estate. 

Be  it  enacted,  <Jt.,  as  follows :  — 

Section  1 .  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to 
hold  ;  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in 
the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  8nital)lc  building, 
to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  said  corporation,  a.s  set  forth  in  the  act  of  incorporation 
passed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

Section  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passsige. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1856. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-Four, 

An  Act  concerning  the  Congregational  Library  Association. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'c.,  as  follows :  — 

Section  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change 
its  name,  and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congregational  Association. 

Section  2.  In  addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  is 
hereby  authorized  to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congregational 
churches  ;  by  publishing  works ;  by  furnishing  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parishes, 
churches,  and  Sabbath  schools;  by  promoting  friendlv  intercourse  and  co-operation 
among  Congregational  ministers  and  churches,  and  with  other  denominations,  and  by 
collecting  and  disbursing  funds  for  the  above  objects. 

Section  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1864. 
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American  C0ngregati0Ml  ^ss^dato, 


Presented  Mat  24,  1870. 


BOSTON: 
AMERICAN    CONGREGATIONAL   ASSOCIATION, 

No.  40  Winter  Street. 

1870. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art.  I.    The  nnmo  of  this  body  shall  be  the  Americax  Conoreoattonal  Association. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  As'socintion  shnll  be  to  secure  the  erection,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, of  a  Congregational  House  for  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accommodation  of  its 
library,  and  for  the  furthenince  of  its  general  purposes ;  to  found  and  perpetuate  a  library 
of  books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts,  and.  a  collection  of  portraits  and  relics  of  the  past; 
and  to  do  whatever  else —  within  tne  limits  of  its  charter — shall  serve  to  illustrate  Congre- 
gational historv  and  promote  the  general  interests  of  the  Congre^tional  churches. 

Art.  III.  "this  Association  shall  be  composed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Congregational 
churches,  paying  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury. 

Art.  I\^  'The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  such  a  number  of  Vice- 
Presidents  as  the  Association  may  from  year  to  year  elect,  a  Corresponding  and  Recording 
Secretary,  a  Librarian,  Treasurer,  and' an  Auclltor.  These  Secretaries,  Librarian,  and 
Treasurer,  with  fourteen  others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  Association,  (ive  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness.   These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Art.  V.  The  Annual  Meetings  for 'the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business  appropri- 
ate to  such  meetings,  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday 
in  May,  in  each  year,  at  twelve  o'clock,  M.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time 
by  the  Board  of  f>ircctor8.  The  Annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by  published 
notice  in  the  Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least  one  week 
previous. 

Art.  VT.  Tiiis  Constitution  ma^  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
alteration  in  the  cull  for  the  meeting  ;  but  the  third articU  shall  be  unalterable. 


BY-LAWS. 

Art.  I.  The  exercises  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Directors,  and  other  officers  having  reports  to  make  ;  action  upon  the  same;  the  election  of 
officers  ;  and  the  performance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly  come  before  the 
meeting. 

Art.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  tlieir  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  judgment  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  Association  may  suf^gost,  and  the  metho^i  of  calling  the  same.  All 
their  meetings  shall  be  opened  with  prayer,  fhey  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order 
any  public  meeting  of  the  Association  for  anniversary  purposes,  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors*  meeting  after  their  appointment  a  chairman  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot,  and  a  Fiimiicc  Committee  and  Library  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of 
three  mciiibcrs),  to  serve  respectively  fur  the  year.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  each 
uieetiiig  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared 
by  the  Corre^poiuliiig  Secretary  and  Librarian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to 
which  any  member  may  add  other  items. 

Art.  iV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  As^^()citttion,  and  suggest  sucn  measures  for  the  action  at  the  body  as  iu  their 
juilgment  its  welfiire  requires. 

Art.  V.  Tlic  Corresp<jiiding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to 
that  office. 

Art.  VI.  The  Hecording  Secretary  shall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  business  is 
transacted  in  the  meetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  iu  n  t>ook 
provided  fi)r  that  pur[><i*se,  and  kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Art.  VII.  The  Trea<iurer  shiill  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association, 
and  hold  the  same  at  the  disjiusal  of  the  Directors,  —  paying'only  sucTi  bills  as  have  the  cer- 
tified njiproval  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He  shall  report  the  state 
of  the  iVcasury  to  the  As.«iuciation  at  their  Animal  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever 
desired  bv  thorn  to  do  so. 

Art.  Vlll.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  complete  catalogue  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  manu- 
scripts, pcrio«licnU,  portraits,  and  other  articles  of  interest  uelonging  to  the  Association,  with 
the  namos  of  thfir  donors  annexed;  and  shall  have  the  genenil  charge  of  the  same  under  the 
Library  Committee. 

Art  IX.  Previously  to  each  Annual  Meeting  the  Library  Committee  shall  examine  the 
Library  and  all  the  prc;perty  of  the  Association,  and  report  its  condition  to  the  Board,  who 
shall  embody  that  statement  in  their  Annual  Heport. 

Art.  X.  No  bof>k,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  or  periodical  shall  be  taken  from  the  Library 
except  on  such  terms,  and  for  such  time,  as  the  Library  Committee  shall  prescribe ;  nor 
shall  visitors  be  permitted  to  make  extracts  from  manuscripts  without  the  kuowledge  and 
con«ient  of  the  Librarian. 

Art.  XI.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 


Caifgregatimtiil  ^ouit. 
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AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS  MEETING. 

• 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congregational  As- 
aociation  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist  and  Recorder)  was 
held  May  24,  1870,  at  12  m.,  in  their  rooms,  No.  40  Winter  Street. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Hon.  £.  S.  Tobey, 
and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Francis  Horton,  of  Barrington,  R.  I. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  and 
the  Treasurer  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  publi- 
cation.     / 

The  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year: — 

President, 
Hon.  EDWAJID  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Rev.  George  £.  Adams,  D.  D.,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  D.  D.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Hon.  William  C.  Clarke,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  D.  D.,  Middiebury,  Vt. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  D.  D.,  Medway,  Mass. 

Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  D.  D.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Samuel  Williston,  Eastbampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  D.  D.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  William  A.  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Bui:)ington,  D.  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  D.  D.,  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.  D.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.  D.,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.  D.,  Chicago,  111. 

Rev.  John  J.  Miter,  Beaver  Dam,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Rev.  Jesse  Guerxset,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Hon.  Charles  G.  Haumond,-  Omaha,  Neb. 
Rev.  George  Mooar,  D.  D.,  Oakland,  CaL 
Rev.  Henrt  Wilkes,  D.  D.,  Montreal,  Que. 

Direelart. 

m 

Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobet,  Boston.  Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Gardiner     Greene     Hubbard,  Samuel  D.  Warren,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Esq.,  Boston.  Samuel  Johnson,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Rev.  RuFus  Anderson,  D.D.,  Bos-  Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.  D.,  Bos- 
ton, ton. 
Rev.    Augustus    C.    Thompson,  Hon.  Rupus  S.  Frost,  Boston. 

D.  D.,  Boston.  J.  Russell  Bradpobd,  Esq.,  Bos- 
John  Field,  E^q.,  Boston.  ton. 

Rev.   Alonzo  H.    Quint,   D.  D.,  Wm.  C.  Strong,  Esq.,  Brighton. 

New  Bedford.  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian. 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWOBTHY,  Boston. 

Recording  Secretary, 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Boston. 

TreaMurer. 
JAMES  P.  MELLEDGE,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Auditor. 
JULIUS  A.  PALMER,  Esq.,  Boston.  ' 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Daniel  P.  Noyes,  the  following  Resolutions  were 
moved,  and  after  free  and  earnest  remarks  they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Association  recognizes  with  gratitude  the  interest 
so  warmly  manifested  by  both  clergymen  and  laymen  of  all  parts  of  the 
country,  in  the  erection,  during  this  Jubilee  year,  of  a  Congregational 
House  in  Boston. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  are  profoundly  impressed  with  the  conviction,  that, 
in  connection  with  tlie  indispensable  gifts  of  the  wealthier  members  of  our 
parishes,  it  is  the  duty  and  privilege  of  every  Congregationalist  to  bear  a 
part  in  this  work,  and  that  earnest  efforts  should  be  made  by  the  pastors, 
deacons,  and  other  influential  members  of  our  churches,  to  secure  some  con- 
tribution to  this  object  —  be  it  ever  so  small  — from  every  member  of  their 
congregations,  old  and  young,  and  that  the  names  of  all  such  givers  should 
be  entered  upon  a  permanent  record,  to  be  kept  forever  in  the  archives  of 

the  Association. 

A^oumed.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES, 

Recording  Seattarif. 


CONGREGATIONAL  HOUSE. 

The  Directors  of  the  American  CoDgregational  Association,  in  present- 
ing their  Seventeenth  Annual  Report,  congratulate  their  friends  upon 
the  pleasing  fact  that  from  all  sides  the  word  is,  ^  Rise  up  and  build."  So 
general  and  so  strong  is  this  feeling  that  it  seems  to  be  no  longer  an  open 
question.  The  conclusion  is  foregone.  The  alternative  is  not  now  or  never, 
but  NOW.  Postponements  to  give  place  to  other  and  pressing  calls  are 
DO  longer  deemed  admi.«6iblc. 

The  preliminary  Convention  of  March  2,  at  New  York,  indorsed  the 
plan  of  building  a  Congregational  House  at  Boston  as  one  of  the  three 
great  objects  for  Memorial  offerings  this  Jubilee  year.  But  leading  men  of 
that  Convention,  out  of  New  England,  in  the  discussions,  pronounced  it  the 
object  above  all  others  as  coming  naturally  and  necessarily  into  the  fore- 
ground, and  as  demanding  liberal  gifts.  The  great  Memorial  Convention 
at  Chicago  took  similar  ground,  and  unanimously  commended  the  object  as 
of  great  national  importance  ;  and  the  Triennial  Convention,  consisting  of 
pastors  and  delegates  from  the  Congregational  churches  in  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Kansas,  recom- 
mended, unanimously,  that  4he  churches  represented  in  that  Convention 
raise  this  year  the  sum  of  FiFxr  Thousand  Dollars  in  aid  of  this 
object.  Pastors,  intelligent  members  of  the  churches,  and  many  others, 
near  and  afar  off,  are  urgent  for  the  immediate  erection  of  the  Congrega- 
tional House.  The  Directors  neither  ask,  nor  can  they  expect,  a  more  cor- 
dial indorsement  of  the  great  object  they  have  in  view,  or  more  frequent  or 
hearty  words  of  encouragement. 

To  aid  in  creating,  fostering,  and  rightly  directing  this  favorable  public  sen- 
timent has  occupied  very  much  of  the  time  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
for  the  year  now  closing.  To  help  make  this  favoring  sentiment  available 
for  practical  purposes,  small  but  neat  certificates  of  life-membership  have 
been  prepared,  and  a  copy  —  with  a  printed  circular  explaining  the  same, 
and  urging  their  acceptance  at  a  sum  of  not  less  than  one  dollar  each,  to  con- 
stitute the  giver  a  life-member  of  this  Association  —  has  been  sent  to  the 
Congregational  churches  throughout  the  United  States,  and  favorable  re- 
sponses are  beginning  to  reach  the  Secretary's  desk. 

Contemporaneously  with  this  service,  the  Library  has  received  from  him 
and  his  devoted  assistant  much  attention.  The  accompanying  report  of  the 
Library  Committee  will  give  all  needed  particulars  on  this  topic 

There  has  been  considerable  delay  in  issuing  the  circulars  above  referred 
to,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  some  very  important  questions  arising  out 
of  the  connection  or  grouping  under  one  roof  all  our  affiliated  Congrega- 


tional  benevolent  societies  having  offices  in  this  city.  Some  earnest  friemb 
of  the  Library  have  urged  the  purchase  of  a  site  a  tittle  one  side  of  the  ceo- 
tre,  where  it  could  be  secured  at  less  cost,  and  aim  to  bring  together  only 
those  organisations  which  do  not  need  to  be  on  a  thorougiifare  for  their  busi- 
ness purposes,  and  this  chiefly  because  of  supposed  economy  and  a  more 
quiet  and  retired  position  for  the  Library.  The  question  is  a  grave  oae, 
and  has  been  long  considered  and  much  discussed  by  the  Directors.  They 
have  reached  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  a  reasonably  central  site  and 
a  structure  that  will  accommodate  all  our  own  benevolent  organizationa 
will  be  the  most  easily  secured,  on  the  whole  the  most  economical,  and 
altogether  best  meet  the  wishes  of  those  who  feel  a  personid  interest  in  the 
Congregational  House,  for  many  reasons,  a  very  few  of  whidi  are  here 
named:  — 

Ist.  Because  it  was  the  original  idea  of  the  founders  of  this  organization. 
Hence  the  name  they  meant  to  take,  ^The  American  Congregational 
Ukion,*'  and  were  prevented  only  by  the  fact,  that  an  organization  in  New 
York,  which  antedated  this  Association  only  a  few  days,  had  already  laken 
that  name.  In  carrying  out  this  original  idea,  every  reasonable  eflfort  was 
made  to  bring  all  our  Congregational  societies  into  the  building  in  Chaoncy 
Street,  after  it  was  purchased,  and  this  purpose  was  defeated  only  by  the 
unfavorable  locality  of  the  building. 

2d.  It  is  found  that  the  outlay  in  the  two  methods  will  not  be  very  dif- 
ferent. On  the  first  method  proposed,  there  cannot  be  such  rents  as  will 
secure  an  adequate  income  for  the  Library  and  general  purposes,  and  this 
would  necessitate  a  separate  Library  fund  of  no  inconsiderable  amount, 
nearly  or  quite  covering  the  extra  cost  of  a  more  central  site,  where  rents 
would  be  reasonably  sure  and  amply  sufficient  for  all  working  purposes. 
The  cost  of  the  Library  part  of  the  building  would  be  essentially  the  same. 
The  mercantile  part  of  the  building  for  the  Congregational  Board  of  Publi- 
cation, and  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  and  such-like,  would  cost  no 
more  than  other  similar  buildings,  and  all. above  them  would  affi>rd  ample 
and  inviting  rooms  for  other  societies. 

dd.  It  is  known  that  the  principal  interest  felt  in  this  enterprise  at  all, 
outside  of  a  somewhat  limited  circle,  is  in  the  grand  idea  of  ft  *^  Congrega- 
tional House,"  —  where  all  our  working  forces  shall  have  their  head- 
quarters, and  thus  create  a  social  and  moral  centre  for  the  denomination. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  seriously  questioned  whether  more  than  a  few  thousands 
of  dollars  could  be  raised  outside  of  Boston  and  immediate  vicinity  were 
this  idea  abandoned.  It  would  be  generally  considered  a  failure.  Our  build- 
ing wiU  have  value  in  the  eyes  of  lookers-on  just  in  proportion  as  it  has  scope 
and  value  within  its  walls.  It  will  have  power  with  the  denomination  just 
BO  far  as  it  can  do  the  work  or  accommodate  the  workers  of  the  denomina- 


tioo,  and  no  fiuther.  The  Library,  —  important,  essential,  and  grand  as  it 
is,  —  with  a  Asw  secretary's  desks,  will  not  meet  the  public  expectations  nor 
the  public  wants. 

And  then  there  might  be  added  the  example  of  other  branches  of  the 
CiMistian  fiuaily,  also  the  value  of  the  mere  proximity  of  these  organizations 
to  inspire  confidence  in  eadi  other  and  the  public ;  also,  the  removal  of  a 
groandlesa  prejudice  of  rivalry  between  different  societies,  &c,  &c  It  is 
firmly  believed  that  there  is  but  one  course  open  to  this  Board  that  prom- 
ises creditable  success,  and  that  is  to  secure  at  the  earliest  possible  date  a 
sntable  site,  fairly  central  on  some  business  street,  and  then  in  the  shortest 
time  rear  a  superstructure  which  will  amply  meet  the  wants  of  all  Bos- 
ton Christian  Boards,  through  which  the  Congregational  chuix^hes  of  this 
country  do  their  Christian  work.  Much  time  has  already  been  spent 
ia  canvassing  different  parts  of  the  city,  and  two  locations  are  being 
worked  up  with  some  hope  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  may  be  se- 
cured* 

But  the  great  question  now  before  this  Board  is  that  of  funds. 

As  Bostoii  is  pointed  out  by  Providen<2e  and  by  the  united  voice  of  the 
Congregational  brotherhood  as  the  place,  and  the  only  fitting  place,  for  the 
denominational  House,  it  fellows  naturally  and  necessarily  that  the  larger 
proportionate  share  of  the  expenses  of  this  building  must  be  borne  by  Bos- 
ton givers ;  and  this  not  only  because  the  building  is  to  be  in  Boston,  but 
because  these  Boston  givers  have  a  world-wide  reputation  for  princely 
donations  to  religious  and  literary  objects  in  other  places,  where  denomi- 
national considerations  are  wholly  discarded.  The  inference  is  legitimate 
and  necessary,  that,  if  they  can  and  will  give  so  nobly  where  the  call  is  only 
general  and  appeals  to  others  as  powerfully  as  to  themselves,  they  will 
regard  with  especial  favor  this  call  which  lies  at  their  very  door,  which  is 
from  their  own  household,  and  which  embraces  an  object  so  vital  to  the 
Congregational  churches  of  Boston ;  involving  not  only  the  interests  of 
Christ  *B  kingdom  at  large,  but  especially  of  the  Congregational  churches  of 
this  city  and  vicinity,  —  their  growth  and  extension,  the  perpetuity  of  their 
iafiuence  in  the  denomination,  and  their  retention  of  our  National  Boards  of 
Christian  Benevolence.  And  while  it  is  entirely  true  that  this  proposed 
stmctore  is  not  for  Boston,  though  in  it,  it  is  as  true  that,  since  it  is  to  be  in 
Boston,  Boston  will  have  its  largest  share  of  social  and  general  benefits,  — 
its  benefits  in  a  strictly  religious  and  literary,  and  scarcely  less  in  a  com- 
mercial sense.  .It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  asked  from  Boston  givers  to  lay  the  foundation  of  this  denomina- 
tiooal  House  would  be  a  good  pecuniary  investment  for  the  merchants  and 
artisans  of  this  city.  But  it  would  at  once  afford  the  long-needed  accom- 
■iodations  (or  the  so  frequent  meetings  of  associations,  pastors,  conferences , 
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dobg,  tmstees  of  colleges  and  theological  seminariec,  and  "  the  tlionsand 
and  one  '*  smaller  gatherings  of  this  sort,  for  which  there  are  now  no  suit* 
able  provisions ;  and  for  these  purposes  alone  this  object  appeals  especiallj 
to  Boston  givers. 

Not  only  does  Providence  mark  this  citjr  as  the  spot  where  the  Congre- 
gational  House  should  stand  because  it  was  the  early  home  of  the  Pilgrims, 
and  is  confessedly  the  place  whence  have  gone  forth  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tian and  civil  liberty  as  from  no  other  in  the  wide  world,  but  the  same  Prov- 
idence plainly  indicates  this  fifth  Jubileb  tbab  of  the  landing  of  the  Pil- 
grims as  the  time  when  this  proposed  monument  to  their  memory  should  be 
reared,  and  when  those  who  live  within  easy  reach,  and  many  in  plain  sight, 
of  the  same  should  make  immediate,  and,  if  need  be,  self-sacrificing  efibrts 
to  lead  the  way  by  most  liberal  memorial  ofierings. 
'  But  this  object  appeals  to  all  our  Congregational  churches,  as  a  commoD 
interest  centres  in  it.  The  strengthening  of  our  own  churches  in  this  city, 
the  perpetuity  and  extension  of  our  polity  here,  the  increase  of  our  moral 
and  Christian  forces  at  this  focal  point  of  the  denomination,  is  of  incalcula- 
ble worth  to  all  lesser  centres,  whither  the  lines  of  Christian  influence  run 
hence.  Raising  the  fountain  at  all  gives  necessarily  increased  power  to  all 
the  outflowing  streams.  Every  substantial  good  to  the  metropolis  of  New 
England  is  a  substantial  good  to  all  New  England,  and  so  to  all  our  churches 
wherever  found.  Every  added  element  of  Christian  power  to  this  Home  of 
the  Pilgrims  will  give  increased  power  to  every  Congregational  church  in 
the  land.  In  some  respects  the  nearer,  geographically,  the  outlying  churches 
are,  the  more  immediately  they  will  share  the  benefits  of  the  Congregational 
House  at  Boston.  But  the  diflerence  is  hardly  more  than  appreciable. 
For  distances  that  once  seemed  impassable  are  now  reckoned  of  little  mo- 
ment. Indeed,  so  conscious  of  this  fact  are  our  remotest  churches,  that  the 
most  urgent  calls  for  the  Congregational  House  come  from  them.  One  of 
the  very  first  contributions  our  present  Secretary  received  was  from  a  Con- 
gregational missionary  in  India ;  another  was  from  a  Congregational  mis- 
sionary in  Colorado.  The  call  for  a  '*  Home,"  a  place  to  which  interested 
inquirers  may  be  directed  to  find  the  principles  and  history  of  Congrega- 
tionalism, and  to  which  all  Congregationalists  shall  belong,  comes  from  E[an- 
sas,  Missouri,  and  the  Pacific  coast  with  more  importunity  than  from  any 
other  part  of  our  great  field.  However  long  the  lines  out  upon  which  these 
pioneer  brethren  may  run,  they  want  to  be  sure  that  the  other  end  has 
a  firm  hold  upon  a  fixed  centre ;  that,  when  asked  where  they  came 
from,  or  to  what  they  belong,  or  where  Congregationalism  is,  they  shall  no 
longer  be  embarrassed  for  a  specific  and  satisfactory  answer.  The  contem- 
plated Congregational  House,  with  its  Library,  for  their  purposes  the  com- 
pletest  in  the  world,  with  the  offices  of  all  the  benevolent  societies  which 
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sQstaiii  them  in  their  Taried  services  and  wants,  will  afford  instruction  when 
called  for,  sympathy  and  enconragement  always,  and  will  afford  a  satisfac- 
tory reply  to  all  inqtiirers. 

Again,  when  New  England  embraced  all  our  Congregational  churches,  a 
neighborhood  feeling  created  a  sort  of  a  tie,  though  there  was  really  not  much 
fraternal  intercourse  between  the  remotest  churches.  Now  there  are  more 
Congregational  churches  out  of  New  England  than  in  it.  And  already  they 
are  found,  not  only  at  the  far  South,  but  on  the  Pacific  coast ;  and  in  Asia, 
A^ca,  and  the  islands  of  the  sea  they  will  be  found  ;  and  it  is  too  obvious 
to  need  argnment,  that,  if  they  are  held  in  fellowship,  in  the  absence  of  all 
organic  bands  there  must  be  a  centre  of  correspondence,  there  must  be 
moral  and  social  bonds,  made  stronger  and  stronger,  as  they  will  be  by 
intercourse  through  this  Congregational  House.  Besides,  we  are  in  a  con- 
Btrudive  age,  when  great  objects  or  purposes  are  being  represented  and 
symbolized  by  fitting  monuments  or  structures,  and  all  leading  Christian 
denominations  and  associations  are  erecting  their  large  and  imposing 
edifices,  each  for  its  own  benefit  If  Congregationalists  alone  should  fail 
to  meet  this  adcnowledged  want  of  all,  and  of  themselves  particularly, 
would  it  not  become  a  serious  question  whether  they  can  keep  themselves 
in  the  foreground  of  Christian  workers  as  in  the  past,  and  as  the  good  of  the 
world  demands.  This  object  appeals  with  peculiar  significance,  therefore, 
to  every  Congregationalist  wherever  found,  as  every  one  is  interested  in  the 
perpetuity  and  enlargement  of  his  own  denominational  forces.  All  see  that 
if  there  be  weakness  or  indifference  at  the  centre,  the  circumference 
quickly  and  keenly  feels  the  deficiency.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  vigor 
and  energy  and  new  impulses  and  united  action  at  the  old  Homestead, 
towards  which  all  eyes  are  turned  for  signals  of  progress,  enterprise,  and 
zeal,  will  fly  with  lightning  speed  to  the  extremes,  carrying  moral  and 
Christian  impulses  that  will  be  every  way  helpful  and  inspiring.  Hence  the 
responsibility  of  aiding  in  this  great  work  of  erecting  the  Congregational 
House  is  upon  all  our  churches,  upon  all  the  lineal  and  ecclesiastical  de- 
scendants of  the  Pilgrims,  wherever  found. 

It  will  at  once  be  seen,  that,  to  realize  the  object  herein  named,  generous 
contributions  must  be  received.  Our  Treasury  now  has  sixty-six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents  at  command  or 
reliably  pledged.  It  will  be  passing  strange  if  a  goodly  number  of  the 
highly  favored  of  Boston  and  of  Massachusetts  do  not  make  princely  dona- 
tions this  Jubilee  year,  another  of  which  they  can  never  expect  to  see,  — gifts 
in  amount  not  less,  surely,  than  they  have  made  to  other  objects  having  no 
stronger  claims,  nor  promising  greater  immediate  or  permanent  usefulness. 
These  large  donations  are  indispensable  as  the  initial  point  of  success,  as 
evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  the  object  by  those  who  will  have  the  larger 
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share  of  its  benefits.  And  then  there  are  numbers  in  Boston  and  New 
England,  and  not  a  few  out  of  New  England^  who  will  want  to  give  not 
less  than  one  thousand  dollars  each.  One  hundred  such,  it  would  seem, 
could  readilj  be  found.  Out  of  a  membership  of  three  hundred  thousand, 
it  would  be  strange  if  eirerj  three  hundred  did  not  furnish  at  least  one  who 
would  love  to  honor  his'  Master  in  a  gifl  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars 
to  rear  this  lasting  memorial  structure  during  this  Jubilee  year. 

Then  the  lesser  sums,  ranging  from  one  dollar  to  hundreds,  if  only  they 
can  come  from  the  many,  as  well  as  these  hirger  sums  from  the  few,  will 
quickly  make  up  the  sum*total,  and  no  one  will  be  oppressed,  and  then  very 
quickly  the  work  of  our  hands  will  "  be  established  upon  us,**  and  the  Con- 
gregational churches  will  have  a  name  and  a  place  never  before  enjoyed. 

.  For  a  gif^  of  ten  thousand  dollars  and  upwards  the  name  of  the  donor,  at 
his  option,  or  that  of  any  other  one  he  may  select, —a  deceased  companion, 
child,  or  parent,  —  will  be  placed  at  the  head  of  an  alcove  with  his  likeness, 
if  it  can  be  secured,  for  the  sake,  not  only  of  perpetuating  his  memory,  bot 
to  show  to  posterity  his  appreciation  of  the  principles  and  polity  the  founden 
of  our  civil  and  religious  institutions  suffered  so  much  to  establish* 

For  a  gift  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  less  than  ten  thousand,  the  name 
of  the  donor  will  be  placed  at  the  head  of  a  section,  or  sweeping  over  as 
many  sections  as  he  gives  thousands. 

For  a  gift  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  less  than  one  thousand,  the  name 
of  the  donor  will  be  duly  honored. 

To  every  person  giving  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars,  a  certificate  of 
Honorary  Life- Directorship  will  be  given,  entitling  the  holder  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  Library  for  life,  and  access  to  all  the  meetings  for  discus- 
sion and  business,  and  participation  in  the  same,  together  with  the  privilege 
of  voting,  if  a  member  of  a  Congregational  church. 

To  every  donor  of  a  sum  of  not  less  than  one  dollar,  a  little  certificate  of 
Life -Membership  will  be  given,  as  a  pleasant  souvenir  of  this  Jtibilee  year, 
having  a  small  engraving  of  the  Mayflower  at  its  start  and  landing.  This 
gives  the  holder  all  the  privileges  of  the  Library  fob  life,  and  of  all  the 
public  meetings  of  the  Association,  together  with  that  of  voting,  if  a  member 
of  a  Congregational  church.  And  the  same  certificate  will  be  given  to  any 
person,  not  a  member  of  a  Congregational  church,  who  gives  a  sum  not  less 
than  one  dollar,  entitling  the  holder  to  all  the  privileges  named  above,  ex- 
cept  that  of  voting. 

Now,  while  the  larger  gifls  are  indispensable,  and  are  confidently  looked 
for,  and  will  be  eagerly  sought,  the  smaller  are  in  like  manner  indispensable  ; 
and  that  not  only  for  their  aggregate  amount,  but  also  for  the  value  of  the 
names  of  the  givers  upon  our  books.  This  Jubilee  year  must  bring  us  many 
thousands  of  them.    Why  may  we  not  have  the  entire  membership  of  every 
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Congregatioaal  church  and  cong^regaiion  ?  There  are  some,  quite  likely, 
in  every  congregation,  who  would  feel  a  gift  of  one  dollar  a  burden,  but  in 
every  church  there  are  some,  and  in  roost  churches  a  goodly  number,  of  per- 
sons who  could  and  would  give  three,  five,  ten,  or  even  fif^y  dollars  to  secure 
a  life-membership  of  the  Association  to  every  member  of  their  own  church. 
The  number  of  the  givers  is  important  to  create  a  universal  interest  in  the 
denominational  House,  —  where  our  principles,  polity,  and  history  are  re- 
corded and  garnered;  whence  our  Sabbath-school  books  and  papers  are  issued, 
and  our  great  benevolent  societies  do  the  work  the  churches  employ  them  to 
do  in  their  name.  All  thus  giving  will  feel  more  at  their  ease  in  visiting  this 
Homestead  of  the  denomination,  and  will  be  conscious  of  a  right  to  the 
privileges  they  there  enjoy. 

To  secure  this  result,  so  desirable  and  important,  the  Directors  must  ear- 
nestly solicit  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  pastors  of  our  churches.  It  is 
taken  for  granted  that  they  are  interested  in  this  object,  as  they  will  the 
most  enjoy  its  benefits  directly,  and  can  best  appreciate  its  provisions.  It  is 
well  enough  known  here  that  neither  thc^  larger  nor  the  smaller  donations 
will  come  unsought.  To  send  agents  through  all  the  churches  would  be 
both  tedious  and  expensive.  If,  therefore,  each  pastor  will  give  his  people 
the  leading  facts  in  the  case,  appoint  a  suitable  canvassing  committee,  and 
request  them  to  return  the  names  of  the  donors,  designating  which  are 
honorary  and  which  life  members,  enclosing  the  money  in  drafb  or  postal 
order  to  the  undersigned,  the  certificates  will  be  at  once  filled  out  and 
returned,  and  the  names  will  all  be  duly  recorded.  Such  a  presentation  as 
each  pastor  can  readily  make  on  the  many  topics  that  both  the  object 
herein  named  and  this  Jubilee  year  suggest,  and  the  canvassing  of  the 
parish  for  subscriptions,  and  the  distribution  of  the  suggestive  certificates 
of  life-membership,  will  awaken  new  interest  in  the  principles  and  polity 
of  the  Pilgrims,  and  secure  their  more  just  appreciation. 

That  pastors  and  others  may  see  at  a  glance  some  of  the  more  impor- 
tant objects  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Congregational  House,  the  Direc- 
tors will  here  repeat  in  a  few  words  what  has  been  before  named,  and  may 
be  found  substantially  in  tlieir  Fifteenth  Report.    They  wish  to  erect  a  good, 
fire-proof  structure,  large,  accessible,  and  central,  in  this  home  of  Congrega- 
tionalism, to  accomplish  these  among  many  other  important  objects,  namely, 
to  gather  within  its  walls  all  the  books,  pamphlets,  engravings,  prints,  manu- 
scripts, and  other  mementos  of  the  Pilgrim  and  Puritan  Fathers,  that  will 
illustrate  their  principles  and  polity,  together  with  anything  and  everything 
that  will  make  this  the  best  biblical,  theological,  exegetical,  ecclesiastical,  and 
historical  library  in  the  world ;  to  furnish  commodious  rooms,  now  very  much 
needed,  for  the  ofiicers  of  affiliated  benevolent  societies,  at  reasonable  rents, 
all  under  the  same  roof,  both  for  their  own  convenience  and  that  of  those  who 


12 

bring  in  tlieir  annual  contribotions,  thus  securing  a  better  mutual  understand- 
ing, heartier  co-operation,  and  economy  in  working ;  to  create  a   centre  of 
denominational  and  Christian  correspondence  with  every  part  of  the  world 
such  as  now  nowhere  exists,  and  for  which  there  would  be  then  here  peculiar 
facilities ;  to  make  a  ^'  Home  "  for  three  thousand  Congregational  minis* 
ters  and  three  hundred  thousand  Congregational  Christians,  who  have  not, 
and  never  had,  a  place  on  earth  they  could  call  home,  where  brother  can 
meet  brother,  where  laborers  upon  the  extreme  frontiers,  coming  from  their 
wide  fields,  can  meet,  take  each  other  by  the  hand,  look  each  other  in  the 
face,  report  success^  compare  views,  give  and  receive  suggestions,  learn 
each  other's  trials  and  wants,  and  go  again,  quickened  and  refreshed,  to 
their  chosen  toil ;  to  arrange  for  and  help  on  in  the  great  work  of  giving  a 
Christian  literature  to  Sabbath  schools  and  the  entire  world,  especially  as 
Congregationalists  can  so  much  more  fittingly  do  this  than  any  other  one 
branch  of  the  great  Christian  family;  to  collect,  adjust,  and  spread  before 
the  public  such  facts  and  statistics  as  shall  rev  eal  more  fully  and  satisfac- 
torily than  has  ever  yet  been  done  the  moral  wants  of  our  own  country 
and  of  the  world,  and  what  has  been  done  and  is  doing  to  meet  them ;  to 
cultivate  and  develop  the  forces  of  the  Congregational  churches,  aiming  to 
direct  them  more  and  more  in  the  channels  best  adapted  to  the  highest 
usefulness ;  to  give  larger  and  better  opportunities  for  social  and  Christian 
intercourse  in  circumstances  adapted  to  harmonize  conflicting  views,  unify 
and  strengthen  the  ministry,  and  thus  the  churches,  creating  more  denomi- 
national self-respect,  and  in  this  way  more  fully  securing  the  respect  of 
others  ;  and  thus  awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  the  great  principles  of  Chris- 
tian and  civil  liberty,  which  underlie  all  our  free  institutions.     All  the  con- 
siderations which  have  given  importance  to  this  subject  in  former  days  are 
now  pressing  the  more  urgently  year  by  year  as  our  denominationnl  lines 
are  going  forth  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  centrifugal  forces  ai-e  rap- 
idly increasing.     What  can  be  done  to  multiply  and  strengthen  the  moral 
ties  that  can  alone  unite  us  should  be  speedily  done,  and  no  reasonable 
outlay  can  be  counted  dear  that  will  accomplish  an  object  so  inestimably 
desirable.     The  deeds  and  principles  of  the  founders  of  our  churches  are 
before  the  public,  and  as  a  denomination  we  must  declare  ourselves  for  or 
against  them  this  year.     To  be  silent  is  to  betray  indifference.     And  they 
are  not  mere  words  and  professions,  but  deeds,  that  are  now  called  for ; 
not  good  cheer,  but  generous  gifts.     Let  them  come  from  every  quarter, 
God  grant  they  may  come !     To  Boston,  New  England,  American  Con- 
gregationalists the  Directors  of  the  American  Congregational  Association 
make  this  earnest  and  affectionate  appeal.     Let  the  love  they  bear  to  a 
redeeming  Saviour,  let  the  respect  with  which  they  cherish  the  memories 
of  the  noblest,  grandest  ancestry  that  ever  left  so  rich  a  heritage  to  their 
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descendant?,  let  llie  dcf.ire  lliej  Iiave,  ns  strong  as  life  ilEelf,  tliat  there 
ins  til  HI  ions,  unimpaired,  may  be  given  to  llieir  children  and  their  children's 
children  to  llie  Ititest  generation,  constrain  them  to  make  immediate  and 
generous  memorial  offerings  to  this  Iriit',  living  Pilgrim  monument,  the 
Congrfgntioniil  Ilou^e,  to  be  consecrated  to  Christ  and  his  Church  for  h11 

The  following  is  the  BepoK  of  the  Library  Committee  :  — > 

The  CommiUee  on  the  Library  TeBpeetTall]'  presents  the  following  Report:  — 

Tiie  By-Lan's  dirett  lliat  llie  LibrBrj  C'omminee  shall,  preTioas  to  fSch  annnal 
met^tiiig,  exaaiint  (he  Library  and  all  tlio  j)ro|R'rty  of  the  AMociation,  and  report 
iu  romlition  to  the  Board.  This  Re]>ort  will,  ilierefore,  embrace  the  general 
tiicta  rrlating  to  the  Library. 

1.  As  to  size.  An  actual  count  of  the  Aouni/  ir'/uiuM  in  the  Library,  made  last 
week,  as  lliey  now  are  upon  thu  shelves,  g.ivc  ihe  following  numbers:  — 

Brgular  series,  11,047. 

Ddplwate*  addidonal,  1,481. 

The  nninben  one  year  ago  wer«  as  follows ;  — 

Regular  series,  9,607. 

Duplicates  additional,  1,132. 

Showing  an  increase  of  1,410  Tolutaes  in  the  regular  serin,  and  of  849  dupli- 
cates. 

As  to  pampiUti,  unbound. 

There  have  been  received  during  the  year,  by  donation,  6,903.  This  does  not 
refer  to  pamphlets  received  by  exchange;  the  number  of  duplicates  disposed  of 
and  other  pamphlets  received  therefor  being  about  equal ;  although,  of  course, 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Library,  as  well  as  to  those  with  whom  the  ex- 
change is  made. 

The  number  of  pamphlets  in  the  Library  is  not  accurately  known,  no  count 
h&ving  been  made  at  this  time.  But  an  estimate,  based  apon  a  partial  count, 
gives  over  35,000,  not  including  duplicates.  The  duplicates,  by  similar  eetimate, 
number  15,000  more. 

These  large  additions  to  the  Library  have  come  without  cost  of  a  dollar,  except 
for  express  charges.  The  largest  single  donation  was  from  the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Sam- 
uel llubbnrd,  being  GT2  bound  volumes,  including  biblical,  exegetical,  biatoriol, 
and  other  works.     The  entire  list  of  donors  is  as  follows ;  — 

Toll.  Fun. 

Abbott,  Rev.  T:dwanl,  Cambridgeport TH 

Ameriuan  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  .  1  560 

Amerioan  Education  Society 6  8 

Anderson,  Rev.  Rurus,  d.  d.,  Boston 1 

Arms,  Rev,  H.  P.,  D.  D.,  Norwieh  Town,  Conn 3 

Atwoml,  Rev.  E.  S.,  Salem 2 

Ayer,  Rev.  Charles  L^  FUinville,  Conn SI  190 

Barslow.  flon.  A.  C,  Providence,  R.  1 6  1 

Bartlett,  John  R.,  Esq.,  Providence,  R.  1 14  18 

BbsmU,  Rev.  E.  B.,  Warwick,  Manuscnpls         ....  5  2 

Beckwith,  Rev.  George  C,  s.  d.,  Boston 8 

Board  of  Trade,  Boston G  5 
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Boon,  Allen  F.,  Boston  .... 

Bngbam,  William,  Efq.,  Boston  • 

Brooks,  William  G.,  ¥^q.,  Bwton,  Newspapers, 

Burgees,  The  Miracs,  Newton  Centre  . 

Buruham,  RfV.  A.  W.,  d.  d.,  Keene,  N.  H. 

Bumhnm,  Samuf  1,  No.  Cambridge     . 

Bush,  Rev.  Charles  P.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Butler  Hospital,  Providf  nee,  R  I. 

Campbell,  W.  H.  W.,  Norwich,  Conn.    . 

Channing,  William  F.,  Provitlence,  R.  I. 

Chapin,  J.  B.,  Providence,  R.  L'    . 

Choate,  David,  Esq.,  Esttex 

Clapp,  J.  Bm  Boston        .... 

Cobb,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Springfield,  Yt 

Congre(;ational  Publishing  Society . 

Copp,  Rev.  J.  A.,  D.  D.,  Chelsea 

Cronby,  Prof.  Alpheus,  Salem 

Cud  worth.  Rev.  W.  H ,  East  Boston  . 

Cushing,  Deacon  Andrew,  Boston  . 

Davis,  Colonel  W.  W.  H.,  Do^rlestown,  Pa. 

Denison,  Rev.  John         .... 

Durant,  Augustus,  Melrose 

Edwards,  Rev.  Jonathan,  Dedham . 

Eggleston,  Rev.  N.  H.,  Williamstown 

Furber,  Mrs.  D.  L ,  Ni-wton  Centre 

Gerould,  'Rev.  Samuel  L.,  Groffstown,  N.  H. 

Oilman,  Rev.  E.  W.,  Stonington,  Conn. 

Gould,  Edwanl,  Portland,  Me.  . 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  M.  d.,  Boston     . 

Green,  S.imuel  D.,  Chelsea 

Green,  Thomas,  Chelsea 

Head,  General  Natt,  Concord,  N.  H.  . 

Hodges,  Rev.  R.  M.,  d.  d.,  Cambridge    . 

Hooker,  Rev.  H.  B.,  d.  d.,  Boston 

Hooper,  Mrs.  N.,  Beverly 

Howe,  Rev.  E.  G.,  Waukegan,  111.     . 

Hubbard,  Gardiner  G.,  Esq  ,  Boston 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Heirs  of,  Boston 

Huntington,  E.  B.,  Roxbury  . 

Ide,  Rev.  A.  W.,  West  Medway 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Boston 

Johnson,  Samuel,  E^q.,  Boston  . 

King,  Deacon ,  Billerica  . 

Kinsman,  Abner,  Esq.,  Boston  . 

Kingsbury,  Rev.  W.  H.,  West  Woodstock,  Conn 

Labarec,  Rev.  John  C,  Randolph 

Laurie,  Rev.  Thomas,  d.  d.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Lawrence,  Rev.  John,  Reading  . 

I.«eavitt,  T.  H.,  Boston    .... 

Lewis,  ^Irs.  Wales,  Groton 

luring,  F.  W.,  and  C.  F.  Atkinson,  Boston 

Mandell,  Rev.  AVilliam  A.,  Cambridge 

Alarvin,  T.  R.,  and  Son,  Boston 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society 

McEwcn,  Rev.  Robert,  D.  D.,  New  London,  Conn.  . 

Means,  liev.  James  H.,  Dorchester     . 

Melledge,  James  P.,  Esq ,  Boston    . 
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Toll.  Pun. 

Merrill,  Rev.  T.  A.,  Bemardston 15  20 

Metcalff  Hr>n.  Thcron,  Boston 82 

KichoU  &  Noyes,  Boston    . 1 

Noyes,  The  Misses,  Billericii 8  25 

Ofaier,  Rev.  Bctn'«min,  Favetteville,  Vt 8 

Osborne,  Rev.  Oyrva  P.,  Bristol,  R.  L 12 

Palmer,  Mrs.  L  H.,  Sufiield,  Conn 4  810 

Pease,  D.  H ,  Norwalk,  O.      .    ' 10 

Perry,  Greneral  A.  J.,  Washington,  D.  C 11 

Peterson,  William.  Roxbury 2 

Punchard,  Rpv.  George,  Boston 76 

Rice,  R.  E.,  New  Haven,  Conn 13  24 

Rich,  Rev.  A.  B ,  D.  D.,  Beverly 66 

Richards,  Rev.  James,  D.  D.,  East  Boston 2 

Bobbins,  Rev.  Chandler,  ]>.  D.,  Boston 1 

Robinson,  Mrs.  S.  W.,  Morrisville,  Vt 6  50 

Rouse,  Mrs.  Frances  S ,  Grinnell,  lo 49 

Rowell,  Kev.  J.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.       .        .        .        ^       .        .  1 

Saigent,  Moses  H.,  Boston 1 

SecTetar>  of  State,  Mass. 7 

Sharp,  James  T.,  Dorchester 5 

Sherman,  Rev.  Charles  S.,  Nangatuck,  Conn.         ....     24  81 

Snow,  E.  M.,  M.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 2 

Sprajsue,  Rev.  William  B.,  D.  D.,  New  York 1 

Stackpole,  J.  I^wis,  Boston 2 

Stockwell,  S.  N.,  Boston 10  481 

Stoddard,  Deacon  Charles,  Boston     .        .                .        •        .           7  187 

Stone,  Mr?.  Mary,  Chelsea 12 

Takott,  J.  M.,  Providence,  R.  1 82 

Taylor,  George  H.,  M.  D.,  New  York 4  42 

Taylor,  Samuel  H.,  ll.  d.,  Andover 1 

Temple,  Rev.  J.  H ,  Framingham 1 

Tenney,  Rev.  E.  P.,  Tops6eld 9  1 

Thompson,  Rev.  A.  C,  D.  D.,  Boston 1  2 

Timlow,  Rev.  H.  R.,  East  Cambridge 2 

Vaill,  E.  M.,  Worcester 4 

Vaill,  Mrs  Jopeph,  Palmer 750 

Vinton,  Rev.  John  A ,  South  Boston 1 

"Ward,  Thomas  W.,  Shrewsbury 1 

Wanlwell,  W.  H.,  Boston 4  15 

Warren,  Rev.  I.  P.,  d.  d.,  Newton  Centre 23 

Wells,  Wnlter,  Portland,  Me.' 1 

Wiggin,  John  K.,  Boston 2  12 

Winthrop,  Hon.  R  C,  Boston 2 

Wood,  Barihulomew,  Newton  Centre 10 

2.  The  process  of  cataloguing  the  bound  volumes  has  gone  on  as  fast  as  the 
various  duties  of  the  Assistant  Librarian  have  allowed,  and  considerable  progress 
has  been  made.  Nearly  all  the  bound  volumes  are  now  catalogued,  and  a  begin- 
ning has  been  made  upon  the  pamphlets,  taking  first  those  most  nearly  allied  to 
various  sets  in  the  list  of  bound  volumes.  Another  year  will  doubtless  complete 
the  work  as  to  the  volumes ;  a  longer  time  will  be  requisite  for  the  pamphlets. 

3.  The  system  of  exchanges  is  fully  established  by  the  Librarian  with  other 
libraries ;  —  the  Boston  City,  Athenaeum,  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Har- 
vard College,  Antiquarian,  Essex  Institute,  New  Bedford  City,  Yale  College, 
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Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Brown  University,  and  Presbyterian  Historical 
Society  have  been  in  this  connection  the  past  year.  The  indefatigable  labor  of 
the  Librarian  in  this  particular  deserves  mention. 

.  4.  Needs.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  say  that  ^^  first  need  is  a  suitaUe  Li- 
brary Building.  This  is  so  fully  understood,  for  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
Association,  that  its  mention  here  is  sufficient. 

The  Library,  as  a  si>ecial  need,  wants  money  to  be  used  in  binding,  Donationfl 
for  this  purpose  would  make  available  much  that  is  now  hiddeii.  Not  a  volnine 
has  been  bound  the  past  year. 

Money  is  more  imperatively  demanded  to  enable  the  Ubrarian  to  avail  hinuelf 
of  opportunities  to  purchase  works,  such  as  local  and  denominational  histories,  as 
they  are  offered  for  sale.  These  opportunities  are  rare^  and  such  works  drop  oat 
of  sight.  The  already  very  valuable  collection  of  the  writings  of  the  early  New 
England  fathers,  such  as  the  Mathers  (of  which  the  Library  has  forty-four  bounds 
without  reckoning  the  unbound),  needs  to  be  increased  whenever  the  coveted 
books  are  available. 

The  Library  is  already  very  creditable.  In  certain  departments  it  is  Tery 
valuable.  It  is  rich  in  denominational  history,  American  and  especially  New 
England  periodicals,  ecclesiastical  minutes  (in  which  this  library  is  unequalled) , 
denominational  newspapers,  and  local  history. 

The  Committee  refers  with  pleasure  to  the  known  efficiency  and  ability  of  the 
Librarian  and  Assistant  Librarian.  The  Librarian  is  remarkably  successful  in 
efforts  to  increase  the .  Library,  and  has  that  thorough  knowledge  of  bibliog^ 
raphy  essential  to  this  position.  The  Assistant  Librarian  is  well  known  to  every 
regular  visitant  of  the  rooms  as  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  parts  of  the 
Library,  and  thoroughly  qualified  in  her  department.  The  rooms,  it  is  well 
known,  are  open  every  day,  and  all  parts  of  the  day,  and  the  Committee  is  glad 
to  testify  the  perfect  order  and  system  which  the  Library  displays,  and  the  good 
condition  in  which  this  property  is  now  found. 

Kespectfuily  submitted. 

A.  H.  QUINT,  ) 

DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  \  ^^"^^^^^  ^'^  '*^  ^«^^y- 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  24,  1870. 

For  the  Treasurer's  Report  see  page  2.     Donations  of  books  have  been 
frequent  and  generous.     See  List  of  Donors  on  pages  13-15. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

In  behalf  of  the  Directors. 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 


ACT    OF   INCORPORATION 


OF  THE 


%mttum  €anQxtQixixanvil  %Bmxntmx. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eitjht  Hundred  and  Fifty-four. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assemUedy  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows :  — 

Section  1.  Rufus  Anderson,  Joscpli  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmnr,  their  associates 
I  succeMors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Li- 
iry  Association,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  Ctitablishing  and  i>crpctuating  a  library 
the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
ie  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societies ; 
:h  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabili- 
i  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  2.  Said  cor|>oration  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and  con- 
lient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hun- 
.•d  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid 
rposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1854. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifiy-six, 

r  Act  to  authorize  the  Congregational  Library  Association  of  Boston  to  hold  ad- 
ditional real  and  personal  estate. 

it  enacted,  £fx.,  as  follows :  — 

SECTION  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  autlior- 
rl  to  hold  real  and  ]>ersunal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundrc<l  and  fifty  tlioiisund 
lars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to 
d;  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  sliull  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in 
purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building, 
lic  uiicd  for  the  purposes  of  said  cor])oration,  oh  set  fortli  in  the  act  of  incorporation 
se*!  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 
Section  2.     This  act  sholl  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  1856. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-Four, 

An  Act  concerning  the  Congregational  Library  Association. 

it  fiuictcd,  ^-c,  as  follows:  — 

?KCTioN  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change 
name,  and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congregational  Association. 
■iKCTiov  2.  In  addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  is 
eby  authorized  to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congregational 
irclic^  ;  by  pul)li>hing  works  ;  by  furnishing  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parishes, 
in.-hcii,  and  Sabbath  schools ;  by  promoting  friendly  intercourse  and  co-operation 
ung  CongR'gational  ministers  and  churches,  and  wiin  other  denominations,  and  by 
lecting  and  disbursing  funds  for  the  above  objects. 
SECTION  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1864. 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL   llEPOKT 


OF  THE 

1 

DIRECTORS 

OP  THE 

! 

dottjr^jational  giSRorialion, 

Presented  May  30,  1871. 


BOSTON: 
AMEUICAN   COXGI^EGATIOXAL   ASSOCIATION, 

No.    40    ^^'  1  N  T  E  II    S  T  u  r.  K  T  . 

18  7  1. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art.  I.    The  name  of  tbia  body  shall  be  the  Amebecan  Conobeoatiovai.  Associatiox. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  ihU  Anaoolatlon  shall  be  to  noctire  the  erection.  In  the  oitv  of  Bonton, 
of  u  0(>N<«REUATiONAL  IIoL'!<E  for  the  niL>ctiny:ii  of  the  body,  the  accommodation  of  its  library, 
and  for  the  furthorancc  of  its  general  purpoBUA;  to  found  and  perpetuate  a  library  of  books, 
pamphlets  and  manuHcripts.  and  a  collection  of  portraits  andrefics  of  the  past;  and  to  do  what- 
ever else — within  the  limits  of  Its  charter  —  shall  serve  to  illustrate  Congregational  history 
and  promote  the  ircneral  interests  of  the  Congreyaiional  churches. 

Art.  ITT.  This  Association  shall  be  composed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Congrcg-itional 
churches,  paying  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  such  a  number  of  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  the  Associutlon  may  from  year  to  year  elect,  a  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary, 
a  Librarian,  Treasurer,  and  an  Auditor.  These  Secretaries,  Librarian  and  lYeasurer,  with 
fourteen  others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charsed  with  the  goner.il  interests  of  the  Associ- 
ation, five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  tlio  transaction  of  business.  These  officers 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Art.  V.  The  Annual  Meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business  appropriate 
to  such  meetings,  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in 
May,  in  each  year,  ac  twelve  o'clock,  M.  Hpecial  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the 
Board  of  Directors.  The  Annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by  publirihed  notice  in 
tlie  Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least  one  weex  previous. 

Art.  VI.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  alteration 
in  the  call  for  the  meeting :  but  the  third  article  shall  bo  unalterable. 


BY-LAWS. 

Art.  I.  The  exercises  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the  Di- 
rectors, and  other  offict^r*  having  reports  to  make;  action  upon  the  same;  the  election  of  officers; 
and  the  performance  of  such  other  business  as  sliall  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

Art.  II.  The  Directors  shall  presoribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  Judgment  of  the 
be^t  interests  uf  the  Associntion  may  HUguertt,  and  the  nu-thod  of  calling  the  same.  All  their 
meetings  shall  be  opened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any 
public  meeting  of  thu  Associatiou  for  aunivursury  purposes,  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors'  meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  chairman  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot,  and  a  Finance  Cominiiteu  and  Library  Committee  by  nomhiation  (each  of 
three  members),  to  serve  respectively  for  the  year.  -Immediately  after  the  opening  of  each 
meeting  the  minuU'S  of  the  previouH  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared 
by  the  Corresponding  Secreuirv  and  Librarian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to 
which  any  member  may  add  otner  items. 

Art.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Association,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as  in  their 
Judgment  its  welfare  requires. 

Art.  V.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to 
that  office. 

Art.  VT.  The  Ilocording  Secretary  shall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  business  is 
transacted  in  the  meetings,  botb  of  the  AsKocintion  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  In  a  book 
provided  for  th.it  purpose,  and  kept  ul  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Anr.  VII.  The  TreaMurer  shall  have  ehar^e  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association, 
and  hold  the  same  at  the  dihpo.sal  of  the  Directors,  — paying  only  nuch  bills  as  have  the  certified 
aiiproval  of  at  least  two  lueinberrt  of  the  Finance  Committee,  lie  shall  report  the  state  of  the 
Tretisury  to  the  Association  at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and  to  tiie  Directors  whenever  denircd 
by  them  to  do  so. 

Art.  Vill.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  complete  c.-italoguo  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  mana- 
scripts,  periodicals,  portraits,  and  other  articles  of  interest  belonging  to  the  Association,  with 
the  nameH  of  ihuii  donors  annexed;  and  shall  have  the  general  charge  of  the  same  under  the 
Library  Committee. 

Art.  IX.  TreviouHly  to  each  Annual  ^feeting,  the  Library  Committee  shall  examine  the 
Library  and  all  the  pnjperiy  of  the  Association,  and  rex)ort  its  condition  to  the  Board,  who 
shall  embody  that  statement  in  their  Annual  Report. 

Art.  X.  No  book,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  or  periodical  shall  be  taken  from  the  Library 
except  on  such  terms,  and  for  such  time,  as  the  Library  Committee  shall  prescribe;  nor  shall 
visitors  be  permitted  to  make  extracts  from  manuscripts  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  Librarian. 

Art.  XL  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly-called  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  ot  the  members  present. 
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AMERICAN    CONGREGATIONAL    ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS  MEETING. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congregational 
Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist)  was  held, 
May  30,  187 1,  at  12  m.,  in  their  rooms,  No.  40  Winter  Street 

The  meetmg  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Tobey,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  William  A.  Steams,  d.  d., 
President  of  Amherst  College. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee, 
and  the  Treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  publication. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year :  — 

President 
Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

• 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Hon.  William  C.  Clarke,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kfichel,  d.  d.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Med  way,  Mass. 

Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Samuel  Williston,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.  d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  William  A.  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  d.  d..  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.  d..  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.  d.,  Qeveland,  O. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  IlL 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.d.,  Chicago,  111. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 

A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  d.  d.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  Jesse  Guernsey,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  Mooar,  d.  d.,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  d.  d.,  Montreal,  Que. 

Directors, 

Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobey,  Boston.      Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 
John  Field,  Esq.,  Arlington.  J.  Russell  Bradford,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  d.  d.,  New  Wm.  C.  Strong,  Esq.,  Brighton. 

Bedford.  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  d.,  Boston. 

Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  Boston.    Henry  D.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Samuel  D.  Warren,  tsq.,  Boston.  Rev.  S.  B.  Treat,  Boston. 
"Samuel  Johnson,  Esq.,  Boston.        Rev.  John  O.  Means,  Boston. 
Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  d.  d.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian^ 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary^ 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Longwood. 

Treasurer^ 
JAMES  P.  MELLEDGE,  EsQ.,*Cambridge. 

Auditor, 
JULIUS  A.  PALMER,  Esq.,  Boston. 


The  following  votes,  offered  by  J.  Ryssell  Bradford,  Esq.,  were 
unanimously  adopted :  — 

Whereas,  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  d.  d.,  after  serving  this  Asso- 
ciation as  a  Director  from  its  formation  to  the  present  time,  now 
requests  that  his  name  may  be  dropped  from  its  list  of  officers : 

Voted,  That  in  acceding  to  his  request,  this  Association  would  be 
unjust  to  its  history  if  it  failed  to  acknowledge  the  long-tried  and 
faithful  services  of  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson,  services  guided  by  consum- 
mate wisdom  and  warm-hearted  Christian  love. 

Voted,  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  Association  be,  and  hereby 
are,  tendered  to  Dr.  Anderson  on  his  retirement  from  office,  and  at 
the  same  time  we  tender  to  him  our  best  wishes  for  his  continued 
usefulness  and  happiness. 

Adjourned  to  7  J  o'clock,  p.  M. 


PUBLIC    MEETING. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  American  Congregational  Association 
was  held  at  the  ML  Vernon  Church  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  at  7  J 
o'clock,  p.  M.,  the  President,  Hon.  K  S.  Tobey,  in  the  chair.  After 
prayer  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Young,  d.  d.,  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  the  Presi- 
dent made  a  few  remarks,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  I.  P. 
Langworthy,  read  a  short  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Association, 
and  brief  addresses  were  made  by  Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  Rev. 
E.  B.  Webb,  d.  d.,  Rev.  J.  O.  Fiske,  d.  d.,  of  Bath,  Me.,  Rev. 
H.  R.  Timlow,  of  Walpole,  Thomas  Weston,  jr.,  of  Newton,  and 
Rev.  E.  N.  Kirk,  d.  d.  The  meeting  was  closed  with  the  doxology 
and  benediction. 

Daniel  P.  Noyes, 

Recording  Secretary. 


EIGHTEENTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

A merican    Congregational    Association . 


With  devout  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  and  assured  hope,  the 
Directors  of  the  American  Congregational  Association  present  their 
Eighteenth  Annual  Report.  The  past  has  been  a  year  of  earnest 
work,  and  not  without  pleasing  success.  While  all  has  not  been 
attained  that  is  desired,  and  indeed  is  essential  to  the  full  realization 
of  the  benefits  of  what  has  been  secured,  yet  a  decidedly  good  be- 
ginning has  been  made.  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  memo- 
rial year.  Circulars  were  issued  and  sent  to  all  our  Congregational 
churches  in  the  very  beginning  of  our  jubilee  efforts,  urging  the  one 
generous  memorial  offering  from  every  church.  Subsequently,  a 
fuller  statement  was  prepared  and  printed,  upon  a  blank  page  of 
which  a  letter  was  written;  and  more  than  *two  thousand  of  these 
were  sent  to  the  churches  that  had  taken  no  collections  for  the  Con 
gregational  house.  Appeals  have  been  published  in  the  religious 
papers  in  sympathy  with  this  object,  the  most  of  which  have  given 
favorable  notices  of  their  own ;  especially  is  this  true  of  the  Congre- 
gationalist  of  this  city.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  visited 
and  addressed  memorial  meetings,  associations,  and  conferences, 
wherever  they  could  be  reached,  and  has  presented  this  subject  from 
one  to  three  times  on  the  most  of  the  Sabbaths  of  the  year.  It  is 
believed  that  no  reasonable  effort  has  been  spared  to  awaken  a  re- 
sponsive interest  in  this  too  long  neglected  object. 


SITE. 

The  inquiry  "  Has  a  site  been  selected  and  secured  for  the  con- 
templated building  ?  "  was  a  very  natural,  general  and  early  inquir}'. 
The  inability  to  answer  in  the  affirmative  was  found  and  felt  to  be 
a  decided  hinderance  to  the  repeated  appeals  that  were  sent  forth. 
And  it  had  been  for  some  years  before  this  Board  an  object  of  no 
little  solicitude.  To  accommodate  our  now  not  small,  but  rapidly 
increasing  library,  and  the  benevolent  societies,  to  which  the  Con- 


gregational  churches  contribute,  that  have  offices  in  this  city,  the  site 
must  be  large  and  central,  and  of  easy  access  from  the  different 
points  of  compass.  To  secure  such  a  place  may  seem  easy  to  those 
who  have  made  no  trial ;  but  to  those  brokers  who  have  been  on  the 
alert  to  find  it  so  as  to  secure  the  commission,  to  the  large  especial 
committee,  and  indeed  to  this  entire  Board  —  which  has  been  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  this  subject — it  has  not  only  not  been 
easy,  but  has  been  extremely  and  unexpectedly  difficult 

After  the  refusal  of  the  Gardner  estate  had  been  secured,  an  un- 
looked-for overture  was  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  adjoining 
estate  above,  known  as  the  Somerset  Club  house.  This  added  to 
the  Gardner  estate  would  give  a  good  business  front  of  over  one 
hundred  feet  on  Beacon  street,  and  of  nearly  the  same  distance  on 
Somerset  street  Moreover,  it  was  foimd  that  only  a  comparatively 
small  outlay  would  be  required  to  change  this  building  so  as  to  fit 
it  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  was  to  be  devoted.  This  was  pur- 
chased in  the  full  hope  that  sufficient  means  could  be  made  avail- 
able to  warrant  the  purchase  of  the  Gardner  estate  also,  before  the 
time  of  its  '^  refusal "  should  expire.  By  the  personal  and  patient 
efforts  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  subscriptions,  the  chair- 
man of  this  Board,  and  of  other  members,  money  and  reliable  pledges 
were  secured  to  the  amount  of  over  $150,000;  and  on  this  as  a 
foundation,  the  Gardner  estate  was  purchased,  thus  securing  an  ad- 
mirable site,  as  favorably  situated  and  as  well  adapted  to  the  great 
purposes  of  this  Association  as  any  that  has  been  within  its  probable 
if  not  possible  reach.  It  is  high,  light,  pleasant,  and  central  between 
depots,  having  fair  commercial  facilities,  and  yet  not  on,  though  near, 
the  crowded,  noisy,  and  great  thoroughfares  of  the  city.  The  cost 
of  the  two  estates  as  they  now  are,  is  $292,000,  and  they  contain 
over  thirteen  thousand  square  feet  of  land.  It  will  require  $100,000, 
and  perhaps  a  small  sum  over,  to  cover  the  unoccupied  land,  and 
change  the  present  buildings  so  as  to  make  them  every  way  avail- 
able, —  the  library  part  completely  fire-proof,  —  making  the  entire 
cost  about  $400,000,  giving  us  a  property  well  worth  a  half  a  million 
of  dollars,  wMch,  if  rented  entirely  for  ordinary  business  purposes, 
would  pay  a  liberal  interest  on  that  amount 

OBJECTIONS. 

But  it  has  been  often  asked,  **  Why  not  go  up  to  the  Sbuth  End, 
where  a  site  could  be  bought  Tor  a  fifth  of  the  amount  paid  here  ? " 
Let  it  be  answered,  ist — That  no  persons  in  the  world  could  be 
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more  anxious  or  interested  to  secure  the  cheapest  site  that  would  at 
all  meet  the  case,  than  this  very  Board,  on  whom  rests  the  responsi- 
bility of  securing,  in  some  way,  the  money  with  which  to  pay  for  it. 
But  then  this  matter  of  location  has  been  examined,  re-examined, 
discussed  and  re-discussed  in  committee,  in  Board,  in  public  and 
private  ;  and  this  site  has  been  selected,  not  only  because  it  is  on 
the  whole  very  good,  but  because  it  was  the  only  one  available  upon 
which  success  was  assured.  Let  it  be  answered,  2d  —  That  not  one 
of  the  benevolent  societies  would  go  so  far  from  the  centre  of  arri- 
vals in  the  city,  as  that  would  carry  them  quite  away  from  their  con- 
tributors and  friends,  whose  convenience  they  must  subserve ;  and 
thus  one  of  the  great  ends  of  having  the  Congregational  House  at 
all  would  be  utterly  defeated.  .3d  —  On  a  careful  estimate,  it  was 
found  that  it  would  require  actually  a  larger  sum  given,  necessarily, 
by  our  churches,  to  secure  even  a  suitable  library  building  alone  on 
the  cheap  site,  and  provide  for  its  necessities,  than  on  the  one  chosen, 
as  a  considerable  portion  of  the  original  cost  in  the  latter  case  can 
be  met  by  rentals  from  stores  below  and  rooms  above.  And,  4th  — 
Because  either  extreme  of  the  city  would  place  the  building  so  out 
of  the  convenient  reach  of  the  great  mass  of  those  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  especially  designed,  as  utterly  to  defeat  the  creation  of  a 
centre  of  correspondence  and  a  Congregational  Home,  at  all.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that  the  real  friends  of  this  object  will  see  that 
the  course  now  adopted  by  this  Board,  after  so  much  deliberation, 
consultation,  and  comparison  of  views,  is  wise  and  economical,  and 
that  a  kind  Providence,  in  leading  to  the  purchase  made,  has  been 
more  propitious  than  any  one  had  dared  to  anticipate. 


FUNDS. 

Having  now  a  location  so  favorable,  with  buildings  that  can  so 
quickly,  and  at  comparatively  so  small  a  cost,  be  made  completely 
available,  and  as  yet  in  possession  of  only  $159,000  —  less  than  one- 
half  the  needed  sum  to  pay  for  the  property  ready  for  occupancy,  the 
question  of  funds  is  still  one  of  deep  and  pressing  interest  It  is  a 
question  that  must  be  answered.  The  hull  of  our  ship  is  built  and 
launched,  but  is  not  only  utterly  useless,  but  the  interest  of  her  cost 
will  quickly  consume  her  value  unless  she  is  rigged,  laden,  and  fitted 
for  a  prosperous  voyage.  A  few  friends  have  given  liberally  and 
largely  for  this  object.  A  few  churches  have  done  the  same.  But, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasurer's  report  and  the  tabular  statement 


below,  the  number  of  contributing  individuals  and  churches,  as  com- 
pared with  our  membership,  is  very  small.     There  have  contributed,  in 
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Maryland,  i  church  ;  Washington,  D.  C,  i ;  Virginia,  4  ;  North  Carolina,  3  ; 
Georgia,  4;  Alabama,  3;  Mississippi,  2;  Louisiana,  12;  Tennessee,  4;  Ken- 
tucky, 3 ;  Dakota,  4  ;  Wyoming,  I  ;  Colorado,  6  ;  Washington  Territory,  i ;  and 
nothing  given  from  either. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  out  of  3, 1 2 1  Congregational  churches, 
only  434,  or  less  than  one  in  seven,  have  given,  either  as  churches 
or  individuals  in  them.  It  will  be  seen  also,  by  reference  to  the 
reports  of  contributions,  that  our  smaller  afid  more  remote  churches  are 
best  represented.  Iowa  surpasses  Illinois;  —  Minnesota,  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan  ;  and  Kansas  bids  fair  to  be  the  banner  Western  State. 
In  New  England,  Rhode  Island  handsomely  leads  her  much  larger 
neighbors,  both  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  It  is  known,  how- 
ever, that  a  goodly  number  of  the  more  able,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
less  able  churches,  are  arranging  to  take  subscriptions  for  this  object 
at  an  early  day. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  churches  away  from  this  region,  to 
know  that  of  the  amount  received  and  pledged  up  to  date,  $159,000, 
less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  have  been  paid  and  pledged  outside 
of  Boston  and  immediate  vicinity.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  none 
will  longer  wait  for  Boston  to  respond.  Both  her  gifts  and  her 
efforts  mean  success.     And  while  something  more  may  be  secured 


from  here,  the  remaining  seventy  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
so  much  needed,  must  be  looked  for  from  the,  thus  far,  non-giving 
individuals  and  churches  in  Massachusetts,  in  New  England,  and 
throughout  our  country. 

It  does  appear  to  the  members  of  this  Board,  that  they  have  the 
right  to  ask,  and  to  urge  every  Congregational  minister,  whose  peo- 
ple have  not  made  one  fair  giil  for  the  Congregational  House,  so  to 
bring  this  subject  before  them  that  they  will  see  its  importance  and 
respond.  They  will  never  be  asked  to  repeat  it  It  is  one,  and 
only  one,  generous  gift  that  is  asked  of  any  church,  and  this  must 
BE  ASKED  OF  EVERY  CHURCH,  —  such  a  gift  as  its  members  will  wish 
to  see  and  have  posterity  see  upon  our  memorial  record  which  is 
being  made  up  and  to  be  kept  in  these  archives.  It  must  be  a  small 
gift  from  many  of  these  churches,  it  is  well  known.  In  all  such 
cases,  let  it  be  a  small  gift.  A  single  slate,  qr  a  brick,  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  great  whole.  The  little,  just  formed,  missionary  church 
of  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  sends  three  dollars  because  one  of  its 
members  is  desirous  that  that  church  should  have  a  name  and  a 
place  in  this  memorial  work.  Few  churdies  are  more  remote  or 
less  favorably  situated  to  give.  In  many  cases  the  gift  can  be  large 
and  no  detriment  accrue  to  the  givers.  From  such  let  it  be  large  I  why 
not  ?  The  object  is  certainly  every  way  worthy,  and  will  never  come 
again.  And  some  large  gifts  must  be  secured,  or  this  enterprise  will  be 
greatly  embarrassed.  One  man  writes,  "I  send  you  $25  to  pay  for 
one  square  foot  of  the  Club  House."  Another  wants  to  own  a  square 
foot  of  the  whole  structure  when  complete  and  occupied,  and  asks, 
"  What  shall  I  pay  ? "  Thirty-two  dollars  is  the  answer,  and  twice 
fifty  thousand  are  in  our  fellowship  who  could  become  proprietors  to 
that  amount  so  easily !  And  many  could  as  easily  own  their  two  or 
ten,  or  fifty,  or  one  hundred  feet. 


THE  OBLIGATION   UNIVERSAL. 

The  few  have  given,  and  a  good  beginning  has  been  made.  But 
this  is  so  completely  a  family  matter,  that  the  obligation  to  give  is 
universal,  and  while  doubtless  greater  upon  those  who  may  chance  to 
live  nearer  the  favored  locality  of  the  building,  yet  its  benefits,  its 
influence,  its  use  even  will  extend,  must  extend  to  every  Congrega- 
tional church,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  sooner  or  later.  It  will  be 
to  the  denomination  what  the  capitol  at  Washington  is  to  the  nation. 
All  helped  build  that,  though  few  will  ever  see  it  All  share  its 
benefits  and  not  one  would  dispense  with  it.    The  Congregational 
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family  has  become  now  so  large  and  scattered,  and  is  growing  as 
never  before,  so  that  some  known  head-quarters,  or  moral  and  social 
centre,  some  rallying  and  radiating  point,  has  become  not  an  indi- 
vidual or  local,  but  a  denominational  necessity.  The  demand  for 
it  grows  out  of  the  confessed  needs  of  the  churches  the  most  remote 
and  scattered,  even  more  than  of  those  more  compact  and  nearer  the 
old  homestead.  It  would  serve  as  a  strong  bond  of  union.  It 
would  be  a  fixed  point  where  each  could  fasten  his  tether.  It 
would  be  a  very  great  convenience^  all  admit  It  would  be  a  source 
of  knowledge  upon  many  things  that  ought  to  be  more  generally 
known.  It  would  be  what  has  always  been  needed,  a  symbol  of  our 
faith  and  simple  polity,  a  reminder  of  what  God  hath  wrought  for 
us,  —  even  as  the  twelve  stones  in  the  bed  of  Jordan  and  at  Gilgal ; 
and  so  it  would  be  a  fitting  and  a  living  monument  to  the  first  settlers 
of  our  country,  to  whom  every  inhabitant  is  a  debtor.  It  would  be 
a  signal  and  a  stimulus  to  every  good  work ;  a  home  and  a  resting 
place  for  the  brotherhood  of  the  Congregational  churches  coming 
from  afar  or  near,  who  wish  to  sit  down  for  the  hour,  2ivAfed  at  home. 
Such  a  structure  occupied  as  intended,  would  be  a  visible  and  a  much 
needed  testimony  to  our  children,  and  to  the  world,  that  we  value  our 
principles,  and  mean,  in  appropriate  ways  and  in  open  fields,  to  de- 
clare and  perpetuate  them.  Now,  these  are  not  local  advantages 
merely,  but  general,  reaching  to  the  extent  of  our  denominational 
lines ;  therefore  the  obligation  to  secure  them  must  be  co-equal. 
Every  Congregational  church  will  be  benefited,  strengthened,  en- 
couraged, assured  and  moved  to  greater  diligence  in  its  own  Chris- 
tian work  by  this  Christian  Home.  All  pious  Jews  helped  build 
the  temple,  so  let  all  Congregationalists  help  build  this  Family 
House.  The  churches  on  the  Pacific  coast,  in  Texas,  on  the  Pe- 
nobscot, in  Louisiana,  in  Kansas,  and  that  foreign  missionary  in 
India  who,  unasked,  has  just  sent  his  third  contribution  for  thb 
building,  are  not  asked  to  make  contributions  to  Boston  or  New 
England,  but  to  a  cause  as  vital  to  themselves,  as  to  any,  to  our 
churches  the  most  distant  as  to  those  the  most  near,  to  a  cause  which 
involves  civil  as  well  as  religious  interests,  to  a  cause  whose  issues 
cannot  with  impunity  be  lightly  esteemed  by  either  patriot  or  Chris- 
tian in  any  part  of  our  wide  domain. 

This  Board  does,  therefore,  feel  justified  in  urging  ^*  the  one  gift,** 
from  every  Congregational  church,  rich  or  poor,  distant  or  near,  be 
it  the  penny  or  the  pound,  but  the  gift.  And  this  not  to  take  the 
place  of  any  stated  contribution,  or  to  hinder  any  needed  home  work, 
but  in  addition  to  these.     Let  it  cost  sacrifice,  no  inconsiderable 


inconvenience  or  self-denial  if  it  must,  as  thus  for  a  little  time  will 
the  givers  be  brought  into  sympathy  with  the  Pilgrims,  whose  whole 
life  was  one  great  self-denial.  Much  of  what  has  been  received  and 
pledged  has  come  right  from  capital,  not  from  profit;  has  come 
upon  other  gifts  when  there  really  seemed  to  be  no  more  to  give. 
The  good  woman  who  is  past  middle  life,  who  has  always  earned 
her  own  living,  and  had  made  her  own  contribution  with  others,  but 
in  view  of  the  great  interests  at  stake,  sent  $ioo  for  this  Family 
Home,  instead  of  laying  it  out  on  an  article  of  dress  as  friends  ad- 
vised, sacrificed  pleasure  for  principle^  and  God  will  bless  her  I  The 
two  little  girls  who  sent  their  little  silver  pocket  pieces  to  make  their 
aged  grandfather,  fifteen  hundred  miles  away,  a  life-member  of  this 
Association,  are  practising  in  the  same  direction.  A  little  of  a 
like  spirit  in  every  Congregational  Christian  and  every  Congrega- 
tional church,  will  incline  them  to  make  this  case  so  their  own  that 
it  will  have  a  place,  and  will  be  regarded  as  exceptional  and  especial 
for  one  fair  memorial  offering ;  thus  securing  a  great  blessing  to  the 
world,  and  for  themselves  a.  place  in  our  memorial  record  Uiat  will 
be  both  a  testimony  and  a  benediction  to  posterity. 

PRIVILEGES. 

One  Dollar  constitutes  any  member  of  an  orthodox  Congr^;ational 
church  a  member  for  life  of  this  Association,  and  the  same  amount 
constitutes  any  other  person  an  honorary  life  member.  Twenty-five 
dollars  constitutes  an  honorary  life  Director.  One  thousand  dollars 
from  an  individual  or  a  church  places  the  name  of  the  giver  at  his  or 
its  option,  over  a  section  in  an  alcove  in  the  Library ;  and  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  appropriates  the  alcove  itself;  for  thus  most  fittingly 
can  this  Board  recognize  its  obligations  to  the  contributors  of  the 
needed  funds,  and  the  latter  show  to  the  world  their  appreciation  of 
the  principles  and  polity  this  Congregational  House  is  destined  to 
contain  and  perpetuate. 

PLANS    FOR    THE   FUTURE. 

As  soon  as  the  available  resources  of  the  treasury  shall  reach 
$200,000,  contracts  will  be  made  to  put  our  buildings  into  a  condi- 
tion for  occupancy,  and  if  the  responses  of  those  to  whom  we  now 
appeal  shall  be  especially  prompt,  we  shall  hope  soon  to  greet  our 
friends  in  our  new  quarters,  much  more  ample,  pleasant,  and  commo- 
dious than  those  where  we  meet  to-day. 
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Cordially  thanking  those  who  in  any  way,  by  word  or  gift,  have 
aided  in  the  hard  work  of  the  year  now  closing,  and  earnestly  and 
renewedly  asking  the  quick  and  generous  co-operation  of  those  who 
have  thus  far  withheld  their  needed  aid,  the  members  of  this  Board 
commit  the  responsibility  of  this  now  well-begun  enterprise  to  their 
successors,  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  a  speedy  and  successful 
consummation.  Or,  if  those  who  have  thus  far  borne  this  especial 
burden  shall  be  chosen  to  carry  it  still  further  along,  they  will  only 
add  that  no  reasonable  effort  will  be  spared,  on  their  part,  to  com- 
plete the  work  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  having  reference  to  the 
greatest  convenience,  highest  usefulness,  and  most  rigid  economy. 

By  order  of  Directors, 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Cor.  Sec. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library :  — 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  at  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  report,  not  including  duplicates,  was  11,047  ;  present  num- 
ber, 12,337,  — a  net  gain  of  1,290. 

The  duplicates  vi^xt  then  1,481;  present  number,  2,117,  —  a  net 
gain  of  636.  The  duplicates  are  in  constant  request  for  exchange, 
and  are  thus  valuable  as  furnishing  material  by  which  to  increase  the 
r^;ular  library.  Many  exchanges  have  been  made  during  the  past 
year,  some  of  very  decided  value. 

The  total  number  of  volumes,  including  duplicates,  is  14,454,  — 
an  increase  of  1,926.  There  has  been  more  than  usual  increase  in 
theology,  commentaries,  and  local  histories.  Among  noticeable 
additions,  is  The  Simple  Cobler  of  Aggawamm,  1647 ;  An  Answer 
to  Stillingfieet,  1680  ;  Book  of  Martyrs,  folio  edition,  1684  ;  Jona. 
Mitchel :  Discourse  of  the  Glory  to  which  God  hath  called  believers 
by  Jesus  Christ ;  with  Preface,  by  Increase  Mather,  1721. 

The  number  of  pamphlets  has  been  increased  by  over  3,000. 

The  cataloguing  has  been  seriously  interrupted  by  the  extra  work 
of  the  memorial  year. 

All  available  space  for  shelves  has  been  improved,  adding  room 
sufficient  for 'about  2,000  volumes.  This  complete  occupation  of 
space  is  of  less  account,  in  the  happy  prospect  of  the  new  Library 
room  expected  in  the  Congregational  House,  for  whose  need  the 


committee  and  librarian  have  no  longer  to  rep>eat  old  mournings. 
Temporary  inconvenience  can  be  patiently  borne. 

The  committee  repeats  its  past  estimate,  only  increased,  of  the 
great  value  of  the  library,  and  rene^ws  its  indorsement  of  the  faithful 
and  successful  services  of  the  librarian  and  of  his  excellent  assistant 

The  largest  donation  has  been  from  the  Cheshire  Theological 
Institute,  through  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  d.  d.,  and  Rev.  A.  W.  Bumham, 
D.  D.  (whose  lamented  decease  we  have  since  been  called  to  notice), 
secured  through  the  agency  of  Samuel  Bumham,  Esq.  This  num- 
bered 573  volumes  and  95  pamphlets,  a  very  valuable  addition. 
Valuable  donations  have  been  received  from  Rev.  K  W.  Hooker, 
D.  D.,  Deacon  E.  B.  Huntington,  and  Rev.  K  N.  Kirk,  d.  d.  ;  and 
newspapers  and  missionary  periodicals  from  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  The 
fall  list  of  donors  is  as  follows :  — 


Vdla. 

Abbot,  Edward,  Andover I           i 

Adams,  Mrs.  George  M.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H I           i 

Albro,  Mrs.  J.  A.,  Waltham 33       193 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  newspapers .  i      393 
American  Education  Society,  N.  Y.  Observer,  1870     .... 

Amherst  College 6 

Anderson,  Rev.  Rufus,  D.  D.,  Boston  Highlands,  newspapers      .        .  299 

Anthony,  Rev.  George  N.,  Peabody 2 

Appleton,  W.  G.,  Boston 217 

Arnold,  Rev.  S.  S.,  Ascutneyville,.VL  .......  1,082 

Barstow,  Rev.  Z.  S.,  D.  D.,  Keene,  N.  H I2 

Beal,  George  Jr.            S4 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Barrington,  R.  I I 

Boston,  City  of      . 22        81 

Buckingham,  Rev.  S.  G.,  D.  D.,  Springfield 5 

Burgess,  E.  P.,  Dedham 72   3,173 

Bumham,  Rev.  Charles,  Meredith  Village,  N.  H I 

Bumham,  Samuel,  North  Cambridge    .       ^ 2 

Butts,  Isaac  R.,  Chelsea 6          4 

Carpenter,  Rev.  C.  C,  Lookout  Mt.,  Tenn. 5 

Channing,  William  F.,  Providence,  R.  I I 

Chapin,  Alonzo,  M.  D.,  Winchester 16 

Cheshire  Theological  Institute,  Keene,  N.  H.,  through  Z.  S.  Barstow, 

D.  D.,  and  A.  W.  Burnham,  D.  D .        .  573        95 

Childs,  Rev.  A.  C,  W.  Charleston,  VL I 

Clapp,  J.  B.,  Bostoi^  Engravings 8        27 

Congregational  Publishing  Society 24 

Copp,  Mrs.  J.  A.,  Chelsea 496 

Craig,  Rev.  H.  K.,  Norton 4 

Cruickshanks,  James,  Chelsea i 

Gushing,  Deacon  Andrew,  Boston 4          8 

Gushing,  Rev.  Christopher,  Cambridge 2 
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Vols.  Pam 

Deane,  Charles,  Boston i 

Dcnnct,  W.  H.,  Chelsea' i8 

Descter,  Rev.  H.  M.,  d.  a,  Boston,  i  Medal i 

Dorant,  Augustus,  Melrose 4          i 

Edwards,  Justin,  D.  D.,  Heirs  of,  Andover 12          5 

Eggleston,  Rev.  N.  H.,  Stockbridge 9 

Ellis,  Mrs.  F.  D.,  Medfield 2        47 

Emery,  Rev.  Joshua,  North  Weymouth .1 

Essex  Institute,  Salem 17 

French,  Deacon  Moses,  East  Randolph i 

Frost,  Hon.  Rufus  S.,  Chelsea 9        14 

Gale,  Rev.  Nahum,  D.  D.,  Lee      . i 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  M.  D.,  Boston 6      257 

Green,  Thomas,  Chelsea 12 

Hitchcock,  Alfred,  M.  d.,  Fitchburg 2          4 

Holbrook,  Mrs.  Deao)n,  Stnrbridge 26          2 

Holbrook,  Rev.  J.  C,  a  a,  Homer,.  N.  Y 20 

Hooker,  Rev.  E.  W.,  a  a,  Newburyport 197      601 

Hooker,  Rev.  H.  K,  D.  D.,  Boston 3          5 

Hoyt,  Fogg  &  Breed,  Portland,  Me. i 

Hunnewell,  James  F.,  Charlestown i 

Huntington,  K  K,  Boston  Highlands  .        .        .        .        .        .        .217      826 

Hyde,  Rev.  C.  M.,  Brimfield 93      258 

Ide,  Rev.  Jacob,  a  a,  West  Medway 3      507 

James,  Rev.  Horace,  Lowell 109    1,602 

Kendall,  Rev.  S.  C,  Milford i 

Kcyes,  Miss  L.  Eva,  West  Boylston i          i 

Kingman,  Abner,  Boston       .        .        .        .       , 12      233 

Kirk,  Rev.  £.  N.,  D.  D.,  Boston 281       504 

Maltby,  Rev.  E.,  Taunton,  2  MSS.  Sermons 

Massachusetts  Division  Sons  of  Temperance 2 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society 2        12 

Massachusetts  Teacher         ......'...  5 

McCall,  H.  S.,  Albany,  N.  Y i 

Means,  Rev.  James  H.,  Dorchester" 3        3^ 

Merrill,  Miss  M.  E.,  North  Conway,  N.  H 2        54 

Metcalf,  Hon.  Theron,  Boston 37 

Mount  Holyoke  Seminary,  South  Hadley, I 

Mudge,  Alfred,  Boston  .        .        .        .       ' i 

Munger,  Rev.  T.  T.,  Providence,  R.  L i         16 

National  Division  Sons  of  Temperance 2          2 

Osborne,  Rev.  C.  P.,  Bristol,  R.  1 66 

Parker,  Rev.  C.  C,  Gorham,  Me. 39 

Parsons,  Charles  W.,  Providence,  R.  I i 

Proctor,  John  C,  Boston       .        .        . 76        75 

Punchard,  Rev.  George,  Boston 133 

Rice,  Deacon  R.  £.,  New  Haven,  Ct 2 

Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  a  a,  Beverly 43        32 

Roberts,  John  G.,  Boston 2 

Robinson,  Rev.  R.  T.,  Winchester 43        32 
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Vols.  Pam, 

Rupp,  David  C.  M.,  Boston  Highlands 2 

Sargent,  M.  H.,  Boston ,        .47 

Secretary  of  State 5          3 

Seymour,  Rev.  H.,  East  Hawley i 

Shute,  Eben,  Boston i 

Stockwell,  S.  N.,  Boston 5      365 

Stone,  T.  N.,  m.  d.,  Wellfleet i 

Tarbell,  Miss ,  Boston 19          6 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Cephas,  West  Medway 22      1 1 1 

Thornton,  J.  Wingate,  Boston i 

Torrey,  C.  H.,  West  Medway,  53  MSS 19        27 

Tupper,  Rev.  Martyn,  Hardwick 42 

Wales,  Mrs.  William,  Dorchester I 

Wells,  Mrs.  Thompson,  Westerly,  R.  1 4 

White,  Henry,  New  Haven,  Ct 6 

Wiggin,  John  K.,  Boston 4 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  QUINT,  )    Library 

DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  J  Committer, 
May  29,  1871. 


Contributions  prom  Churches  and  Individuals. 


*  Mathe. 

Alna,  Mrs.  Maiy  Jane  8he«  ......  $2.00 

**      MiM  Sarah  Ann  Oarleton   ....   2.00 

Amherst,  Ri'T.  H.  8.  Loring   ......   2.00 

**         CharUe  8.  Loring 60 

Bangor,  Albert  H.  Livermore 1.00 

Bethel,  2d  Cong^l  Ch.  U  8oc 16.00 

Center  Sidney,  Joel  Spalding 1.00 

Oomleh,  Rev.  Albert  Cole 2.60 

DennysviUe,  Ck>ngn  Oh.  &  Soe 12.26 

Kaetport,  Indlvldaals  in  Central  Ch. .  .  .  6.00 
FarmlngtoD,  Miae  SaUneia  Abbott  •  .  .  2.60 
**  Mrs.  Clnra  A.  Catler  .  •  .   2^ 

Freeport,  South,  Rev.  Horatio  Haley  .  •  26.00 
Qilead,  Rev.  Henn^  Richardaon   ....   1.00 

Gorham,  Cong*!  On.  and  Soo 48.76 

HarptweU.    '"  "        "       •*  2.76 

Kennebonkport,  So.  Ch.  .......  .10.00 

Patten,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Frye 1.00 

Portiand,  2d  Pariah 20.00 

tJcarsport,  Rev.  Stephen  Thurston.  D.  D.  10.00 
'•        Individuals  In  1st  CongU  Ch. .   «.00 

Sumner,  CongU  Cbnreh  and  Soc 6.00 

Topeham,    "  **         "         ••  8.60 

\^ells.  Rev.  Ben).  Sonth worth 2.00 

**     Miss  Nancy  Gates 1.00 

Westbrook,  2d  Cong'l  Ch.  &  Soc 0.00 

M'iodham,  Rev.  Lntner  Wis  wall  •  .  •  •   6.00 
Wiscaaset,  Cong'l  Ch.  &  Soc 10.00 


Meredith,  Cong'l  Ch.  k.  Soc.    ......  t7.25 


It 


44 


«i 


I. 

44 


II 


4* 
11 


11 
II 


II 


9.26 

12.00 

10.00 

100.00 

16.2S 

>    1.00 

.    7.30 

.82.00 

.12.00 


$211.26 


New  Hampshire. 


Amherst,  estate  of  Deacon  Aaron  Law- 

fence $1000.00 

Amherst  Benevolent  Soc 60 .vH) 

Rev.  Wm.  Clark 6.00 

Bath,  Rev.  Asa  Mann 10.00 

*«      C.  Hntchlns 6.00 

Chichester,  CongM  Cb.  &  Soc 8.00 

Clnremont,  Miss  Sosan  L.  Bond    ....    1.00 

Colebrook,  T.  W.  Atherton 2.00 

Concord,  S.  Ch.  Sab.  School '.  16.ao 

Conway,  Individuals 12.00 

Danbury,  Rev.  John  LeBosquet   ....   6.00 

Deerfield,  CungM  Ch.  ft  Soc 6.00 

Durham,  Individuals •  •  .  •  •  8.60 

Epping,  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 64.00 

Exeter,  2d  CongM  Cb.  ft  Soc 86.10 

Gilsum,  "        "  ♦•  8.00 

Goffstown,  Rev.  S.  L.  Gerould 1.00 

Gorham,  CongU  Ch.  ft  Soc 8.00 

Goshen,        "        "         ."  10.00 

Orantham.  Sherman  W.  Davis 1.15 

Greenland,  Congn  Ch.  ft  Soc 12.05 

Groton,  »♦        "  "  83.60 

Hancock,  Rev.  Asahel  BIgelow 1.00 

Hanover.  Individuals  in  Dart.  Coll.  Ch. .  60.00 

Harrlsville,  Cong>i  Ch.  ft  Soc 6.10 

Hollis,  "        ••  "  76.90 

Hopklnton,      "        "  "  10.00 

Keene,  1st       ••        "  **  26  00 

**      Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  D.  D.    ...  25.00 

Kingston.  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 10.10 

Lebanon,  West,  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc.  .  .  .  88.00 
Manchester,  Rev.  F.  G.  Clark 2.60 

2 


Meriden, 
Milford, 
Mt.  Vernon,  •• 
Nashua,  1st  " 

"      Pearl  St. " 
New  London,  Anna  M.  Littlefleld   .  . 

Newmarket,  CongU  Oh.  ft  Soc 

Newport.  •*       •»         "    In  part . 

North  Hampton,  Congl  Ch.  ft  Soc. .  . 

Orfordvllle,  Rev.  N.  F.  Carter 10.00 

Pittsfield.  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 40.60 

Portsmouth,  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Adams   .  .  .  26.00 

Mrs.  Perry 2.00 

Raymond,  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 16.10 

Salisbury,  Rev.  J.  B.  Cook 1.00 

Sanbomton,  Cong'l  Ch.  &  Soc 25.00 

Stratham,          «»       »•         ••  6.65 

Wilton,             •«       «*         ••  17.60 

Winchester,  Jedediah  Buffbm 1.00 


$1,933.78 


VEBM05T. 


.$6.00 

.    6.H0 

289.26 

40.00 

16.00 


Arlinffton,  East,  Rev.  0.  Redfleld  .  . 
Bennington,  No.  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc. . 
Brattleboro,  Centre, "       "         ** 
*•         West,    "       '•         " 
Bridport,  "       "         «* 

Brownington,  Individuals 3.60 

Burlington,  8d  CongM  Ch.  ft  Soc 20.37 

Castlelon,  ♦*        "  "  J6.2a 

Charleston,  West/*        "  "  13.60 

Clarendon,  ••       '»  "  20.50 

Danville,  North,  Mrs.  Aaron  Ward  .  .  .    1.00 

Georgia,  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 19.00 

Granby,  Individuals ^  .  .  .    5.40 

Newbury,  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc lOO.t-O 

'•        Freeman  Keyes 80  00 

Pittsford,  Cong'l  Cb.  ft  Soc 52.26 

aipton,  Rev.  Cephas  H.  Kent 10.00 

SaxtonU  River.  Itev.  John  G.  Wilson  .  .    1  00 
*•  "      John  H.  Ramsey  ....    1.00 

Springfield,  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 135.00 

eJtrafTord,         •*        "  "  6.00 

S  wanton, 

Thetfi<fd, 

Walllngford, 

Wells  River, 

Westfield, 


•I 

II 


K 


ii 
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17.40 

20.00 

55.00 

•  6.03 

8.15 

Westminster,  East,  Rev. F.J.Fairbanks.  1.00 
'•     R  8.  Sttfford  ....    1.00 

Windham,  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 36.70 

Windsor,         "        "          ••  12  4:} 

Woodstock,  Ist  Cong'l  Ch.  ft  Soc 66.:.1 


$998.92 
Massachcrettb. 

Abington,  3d  Ch.  ft  Soc.,  (East.)  .  . 

^        4th  "         "     (North.). 

•*        Rev.  A.  Burpee 10.00 

Agawam,  Feeding  Hills.  Cong.  Ch.  ft  Soc.  6.8U 
Amesbury,  Rev.  Wm.  F.  Bacon  .  .  .  .     9.00 

><  and  Salisbury,  Un.Ch.  ft  Soc.  66.94 


flOO.CO 


roiDfrel,  Can(1  Cb.  ft  Sue. 


binnlsiioii.UyiUcBiidBa.CaD.ai.keo.  9 


■■       ^"oqDODoek, 

Uoudiiock,  Nonh, 
A  frleud 


CoQini  Chrlitl 


Oelambui.Onng'lCli.  ft  flofl. 

"       '        IB,  WuM.IUt.  R-I^s    .•• 


::oo(*i  c'h.  ft 


UuIbUm.  1l , 

UWT«*U1«,  iBdIvIt 

VmSoA.  indiTidiuH 

SCuHpobimlii.  Deuon  Aiur[  Dark  • 
Uberlln.  3d  Cons'l  Oh.  tt  Soc.     .  .  • 

lUndolpli,  iDdiiTdmli 

apdoKi,  B  Fritod 


CuiftiLdaljpia, 
Falrpon, 

■•    'hbt.  ,1. 

riopUiiioD,  cou 


BbUtHi.  Rct.  K.  W.  Bool .... 
"      "   ■  Im,  Opog'l  Ch.  '  ' 
Xevrllt  au 


Ounbrid|n,  Ooag'l  Ch.  ft  B«. 


]tn> 


1. nek  port. 


n,  Coipg 


)ladnd.  Bonf^lDlBaniEll  . 
Ucdliin,  Hn.  OHiie  H  Uer 
llurtih,  lt«.  D.  H.  Omild  . 
K«»  Yortt.  Broadway  Ta' 
and  dovlMT  ...... 

ITDrtolk,  Rut.  W.  W.  Wan 
Oifbrd.UlHBopbU  OIotc 
PaHi,  Congn  e'lfou"'  Cb. ) 


Hubbatb^ehool . 


■iWlnOeld.  CuuK-lCb.siidSuc. . 


FiiHOlninon.lHCooB'ICfh.   "       '■  KM 

OnsnTllle,  R«*.  U.  U.  Lt>D|tcy  .  .  ■  ■     >4« 
JockHtitlllB,  IfaiT.  J.  Jt.  Blunaraot  and 

(hmlly ■■• 

U  Hatpe,  Oong'l  Oh,  ft  Boo. ft.W 

hl'i.j.h.  mi» «,<; 

■■  -«,lui.J,C.  My™ !.« 

F»ik,  Ear.  LudoD  Faruhm    ....  KM 

■•       Un.  Ellia  Jmh  rarnbam   .  .  1M» 

iflBldjBm.Wm.Cwicr MJJ 

hOald.CoDE^Ch.  ft  B« T^ 

So3^otd,'lal '  UJjJ 


RoxmoDd,  Biii-<A>a<T.  DeHnc   ■ 
-      '  iloh.  Oiafl  Ch.  ft  Boe.   .  .  . 


LTHi'linr.  , 
U.  bHDlflf  . 


WUCOKBIN. 

itelolt.  Rof.  I>.  Clary 

Blrd'a  On^ek,  Ipdlvrnaali  .  .  . 


inrlnloIi.Rey.Jiin 


lai.oa 
.tiaosa 
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Iowa. 

Al8t>na,lDdiTldaaLi 

Bellerue,  J.  O.  Haghey 

Bowen*s  Prairie.  Cong^  Oh.  &  8oc.   .  . 

BariingtoD.  Consn  Ch.  ft  800 

CouDcil  Bluffii,  lUv.  Bevj,  Talbot  .  .  . 
Cretco.  R«v.  John  W.  Windsor  •  .  . '  • 

DanTille.  Bev.  B.  P.  Smith 

*'  Mrs.  Oathartne  Smith  •  •  .  . 
Davenpoit,  Edwards  Ch.  &  Soe.  •  •  • 
DyersriUe,  Plymouth    ••  ♦• 

Eddyrille,  Consn  "  " 

Lucas  Qrove.  Consul  Sabbath  School  • 

Magnolia,  Ooog*!  Ch.  &  Soe: 

Orford,  •»         **        " 

Kockford,       **         *•        •• 
v\  ashlngion,  Phllo  Canfleld,  >r.«  •  .  .  . 


^6.00 
1.00 
1.20 

10.00 
bJOO 
5.00 
l.OU 
1.00 

40.00 
5.16 

16.00 
2.00 
7.00 
6.85 

17.00 
1.00 


$ft2.70 


Oregon. 

Albany,  R«v.  W.  R.  Batcher $1.00 

Portland,  CongU  Ch.  &  Soo 3800 


$38.00 


CAUrORNIA. 


Oakland,  1st  Cong*l  Ch.  &  Soe $38.00 

San  FiauoUco,  2<rCongn  Ch.  &  Soe.  .  .  25.00 


MiSCELLAMEOUS. 


$63.00 


Toronto,  Ont..  Rev.  F.  H.  Marling  .  .  .  $5.00 
Uarpoot,  Tarkey,  Rev.  0.  U.  Wheeler 

andfumlly 10.00 

Ahmednuggur,  India,  Rev.  0.  W.  Park,  10.00 
Madura,  India,  Rev.  T.  8.  Bumell .  . 


MnaoDBi. 


Chambersburg,  Rev.  8.  Hemenway  and 

family $2.00 

Hamilton,  Conga  Ch.  ft  80c 7X)0 

Kidder,         »*         »*         "  10.60 

"         Rev.  Geo.  O.  Perkins ....     8.00 

St.  Louis,  Pilgrim  Ch.  ft  80c 50.00 


$72.50 


Kaveas. 

Albany,  OonelCh.  ft  Soe 

BorUngame,  (Dougl  Ch.  ft  Soo 

FortSoott,         «^     •*         •• 

Geneva,  ••       "         " 

Grasshopper  Falls,  CongH  Ch.  ft  Soe.  . 
Junction  City,  Rev.  I»aao  Jaoobus  •  •  • 
Leavenworth,  1st  Oong'l  Ch.  ft  Soe.  .  . 
Mound  tnty,  "       »*         "      .  . 

Osawatomie,  *'       ** 

Topeka,  let  **       " 

"       Rev.  H.  Q.  Butterfleid 
Wabaunsee,  CougU  Ch.  ft  80c. . 


$14.25 
21.00 

7.00 

5.20 
10.00 

7.00 
82.00 

5.85 
10.00 
25.00 
25.00 

0.25 


Anonymous 


15.00 
48.00 

$88.00 


tiUXMART. 


Maine $211.25 

New  Hampshire 1.083.78 

Vermont  .  .  •  • 008.92 

MassachusetU 18,214.83 

Rhode  Island 1,024.83 

Connecticut 2,072.13 

New  York 410.21 

New  Jersey 10  00 

Pennsylvania 28.40 

Maryland 1.00 

North  Carolina 1.00 

South  Carolina •.  2.db 

Mi'^sisslppi 1.00 

Texas. 3.00 

Ohio 272  45 

Illinois • 332.11 

Michigan 185.80 


$108.05 


Nebraska. 


Columbus,  Rev.  John  B.  Elliott  ....  $1.00 
Platumouih,  Cong*!  Ch.  ft  Soe 3.00 

$4.00 


Wisconsin 
Minnesota.^. 
Iowa  .  .  .  .  , 
Missouri    .  .  . 
ICansas  .  .  . 
Nebraska .  . 
Oregon  .  .  . 
California     .  , 
Miscellaneous 

Total  .  .  . 


29.00 

283.05 

122.70 

72.50 

108.05 

4.00 

39.00 

03.00 

88.U0 


$20,571.40 


The  assets  of  the  Association,  June  3,  1871,  are: 

Paid  on  the  Gardner  esUte .$47,439.00 

On  hand  in  bonds,  etc 37.855.00 

Subscriptions  and  pledges 74,138.00 

$159,432.00 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OP   TUB 


.COMMONWEALTH  OP  MA8SACnU8ETT8. 

In  ike    Tear   One    Thotuaml   Eight  JIundred   and   F^/ty-Faur. 

An  Act  to  bicorporate  tho  Congregational  library  Astociation,  at  Boiton. 

Be  it  enacted  hff  the  ^Senate  and  Hou9e  of  Repretentatices  in  General  Court  oMtemNedt  and 
bff  the  authority  of  the  iame,  as  foUowa  x— 

Sbctiom  1.  Rufue  Anderson,  Joseph  8.  Clark,  Julias  A.  Palmer,  Uieir  associates  and  suc- 
cessors, are  hereby  made  a  ctirporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Library  Association, 
It  Bontun.  fur  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  i>crpetuating  a  librurv  of  the  religious  history 
lod  literature  of  New  hngland,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  tlio  occommiidii- 
.ion  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societies;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
rabj«ct  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  tho  forty-fourth  chapter  of  tlio 
K«%-lsed  Hututes. 

Section  2.  8aid  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient 
lor  the  purp3ses  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  tho  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ifaoosAod  dolUuv,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes. 

[Approved  by  the  Oovemor,  April  12, 1854. 


COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

In   the    Year   One    Thousand   Eight   Hundred   and   Fifty-Six. 

Ay  Act  to  authorize  the  Congregational  Library  Association  of  Boston  to  hold  additional 

real  and  porsonal  estate. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  a*  fdUowtt^ 

Section  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  Is  hereby  authorized  to 
bold  real  and  personal  estate  lo  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold;  provided,  that  no 
part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  In  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site, 
liud  the  erection  or  pn-paration  of  n  suitable  building,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  said  cor- 

f oration,  an  s«t  forth  in  the  act  of  incorporation  passed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eighteen 
undreii  and  tffty-four. 
Section  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pasMoge. 

[.Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24, 1850. 


COMMONWEALTH   OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 
In  the    Year    One    Thousand   Eight   Hundred  and   Sixty- Four. 
An  Act  concerning  the  Congregational  Library  Association. 
Be  it  enaetfrd,  <fc.,  as  follows:^ 

Section  1.  'llie  Congregational  IJbrary  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its 
name,  and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congregational  Asoociation. 

Section  2.  In  addition  to  the  powers  hiTetofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  Is  hereby 
anthorized  to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interebt  of  Congregational  churches;  by  publish- 
ing works ;  by  furnlahing  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parislieH,  churches,  and  Sabbath  schools ; 
bv  promoting  friendly  intercourse  and  co-operation  among  Congregational  niinititers  and 
cEurchvs.  and  with  other  denominations,  and  by  collecting  and  disbursing  funds  for  the  above 
objects. 

Section  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10, 1804. 


COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy-One. 

An  Act  to  authorize  tho  American  Congregational  Association  to  hold  additional  real  and 

personal  estate. 

Be  it  enacted  J  if  c,  as  follows  t— 

Section  1.  The  American  Congregational  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in 
addition  to  tiie  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  bold. 

Section  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  24th,  1871. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


'  Art.  I.    The  name  of  thie  body  nhall  be  the  American  CONOREOATroNAL  AsffOCiATioii. 

Art.  ir.  The  ol)J«>ct  of  thii*  AMflocintlon  Bhall  he  to  sccaro  the  croction,  in  the  city  of  B<»«> 
ton,  of  u  CoNdHEd-vTiONAL  HoL'SK  for  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accommodation  of  Ita 
librHry,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  it«  general  purpoHcit;  to  found  and  perpetuate  a  library  of 
bookH,  pamphletit,  and  manuHcriptA,  and  a  collection  of  portraits  and  relic*  of  the  paat ;  and 
to  do  wliatever  el«e— within  tliu  limitB  of  its  charter  —  i«hall  serve  to  illuf^trate  tk>Dgrega- 
tional  hfbtory  and  promote  the  general  interests  of  the  Congregational  churches. 

Art.  III.  This  Association  shall  be  c(Ai posed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Congregational 
cliurchcs,  paying  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury. 

Art.  IV.  The  ofllccrs  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  such  a  number  of  Vice- 
Presidents  as  the  AsMociuiion  may  from  year  to  year  elect,  a  Corresponding  and  Reeording 
Secretary,  a  Librarian,  Treasurer,  Assistant  Treasurer  and  an  Auditor.  These  Secretaries, 
I.tbrariim  and  Treasurer,  with  fourte<>n  others,  i>hall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with 
the  general  interests  of  the  Assneiation,  five  of  whom  shall  eonstttute  a  quorum  for  the  tran- 
saction of  business.    These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballott  at  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Art.  V.  The  Annual  Mi-eting;!  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business  appro- 
priaic  to  snch  meetings,  t>hall  be  held  in  lioston,  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  last 
Wednesday  in  May,  in  each  year,  at  twelve  o'cloeli,  u.  b=peclal  meetings  may  be  called  at  any 
time  \fy  11)0  Hoiud  of  Directors.  The  Annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by 
published  notice  nn  the  Orthodox  Coi>gregatlonal  weekly  newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least 
one  week  previous. 

Art.  Vr.  Thi.s  Constitution  may  bo  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posed alterutiou  in  the  call  for  the  meeting:  but  the  third  article  Bhail  be  unalterable. 


BY-LAWS. 

Art.  I.  The  exprcisos  of  the  Annnal  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Directors,  and  other  nfflcers  having  reports  to  make;  action  upon  the  same;  the  election  of 
utKcers ;  and  the  performance  of  such  oilier  business  as  shall  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

Art.  II.  The  Directori*  shall  prescribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  Judgment  of  the 
best  intercf>ts  of  the  AsHoclatioii  may  su^gei*t,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  same.  All  their 
meetings  nhall  be  o]>ened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any 
public  nieeling  of  tlie  Associatiuii  for  anniversary  purpo^jcs,  which  they  may  think  lit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors'  meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  chairman  shall  be  chosen 
by  ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Literary  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of  three  mem- 
bers),  u>  serve  re^'pectlvely  for  the  year.  Immediately  alter  the  opening  of  each  meeting  tlie 
minutes  ofllie  pr^-vious  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  Uorre* 
si)ondiiig  Secretary  and  i^ibrarlan,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  uclion,io  which  au^'  member 
may  add  other  items. 

Art.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annual 
Meeting  uf  the  Assooiati«in,  and  suggest  sucli  measures  for  thu  action  of  the  body  as  in  tbvir 
judgment  its  welfare  requires. 

Art.  V.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordlnorily  belonging  to  that 
office. 

Art.  VI.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  business  is  trans- 
acted in  the  meetings,  both  of  the  Ansociation  and  uf  the  Board  of  Directors,  iu  a  book  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose,  and  kept  at  the  rooms  ot  the  Association. 

Art.  VII.  'ilie  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association,  and 
hold  th(!  same  at  the  dii^ponal  of  the  Direolois,  who  shall  also  define  the  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  the  Assistant  Treasurer, —  ]>aying  only  such  bills  as  have  the  certitled  approval  of  at 
least  two  membcrh  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He  shall  report  tlie  state  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Association  at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

Art.  VIU.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  complete  catalogue  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  manu- 
scripts, periodicals,  portraits,  and  other  articles  of  interest  L>clonging  to  the  Association,  with 
the  iiain<;s  of  their  donors  annexed;  and  shall  have  the  general  charge  of  the  same  undef  the 
Library  Committee. 

Art.  IX.  I*rcviously  to  each  Annual  Meeting,  the  Library  Committee  shall  examine  the  Li- 
brary and  all  the  property  of  the  Association,  and  report  its  condition  to  the  Board,  who  shall 
embody  that  statement  in  their  Annual  Report. 

Art.  X.  No  book,  pam])lilet,  manuscript,  or  periodical  shall  be  taken  from  the  Library 
except  on  such  terms,  and  for  such  time,  as  the  Library  Committee  shall  prescribe;  nor  shall 
vi^ilors  be  permitted  to  make  extracts  from  manuscripts  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  Librarian. 

Art.  XI.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly-called  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, by  a  vote  of  two«tliirds  of  the  members  preseut. 
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AMERICAN   CONGREGATIONAL    ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congregational 
Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  "  Congregationalist ")  was 
held  May  28,  1872,  at  12  m.,  in  their  rooms,  No.  40  Winter  Street 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Tobey,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Chickering,  d.  d.,  of 
Wakefield. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee, 
and  of  the  Treasurer,  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  publication. 

Voted:  That  Art.  4  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  inserting 
the  words  "  Assistant  Treasurer  "  after  the  word  "  Treasurer,"  in  the 
enumeration  of  the  officers  of  the  Association. 

Voted:  That  after  the  word  "  Directors,"  in  Art.  7  of  the  By-Laws, 
the  following  clause  shall  be  inserted :  "  who  shall  also  define  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer." 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year :  — 

President. 
Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d..  Concord,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Medway,  Mass. 
Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Hon.  Sa.muel  Williston,  Easthampton,  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.  d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Hon.  William  A.  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Conn. 
Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  New  York  City. 


Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Wm.  Ivbs  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.  d.,  Marietta,  O. 
Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.  d.,  Cleveland,  O. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  111. 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.  d.,-  Chicago,  111. 
Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 
•  A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukie,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  E.  Merriman,  d.  d.,  Ripon,  Wis. 
Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  d.  d.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  William  Salter,  d.  d.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  Mooar,  d.  d.,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  d.  d.,  Montreal,  Can. 

Directors. 

Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobey,  Boston.  James  P.  Melledge,  Esq.,  Cam- 

John  Field,  Esq.,  Arlington.  bridge. 

Rev.   Alonzo   H.  Quint,  d.  d.,  Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 

New  Bedford.  J.  Russell  Bradford,  Esq.,   Bos- 
Ezra    Farnsworth,  Esq.,  Bos-        ton. 

ton.  Wm.  C.  Strong,  Esq.,  Brighton. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  d.,  Bos-  David  N.  Skillings,   Esq.,   Win- 
ton.  Chester. 

Henry  D.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Boston.  Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  d.  d.,  Boston. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means,  D.D.,Boston.  Richard  H.  Stearns,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Treasurer, 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary^  Librarian^  and  Assistant  Treasurer, 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary, 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NO  YES,  Longwood. 

Auditor, 
JOSEPH  N.  BACON,  Esq.,  Newton. 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  be  presented  to  J. 
P.  Melledge,  Esq.,  for  the  faithful,  efficient,  and  arduous  services 
gratuitously  rendered  by  him  as  Treasurer  of  this  Association  for  the 
last  fifteen  years,  and  they  sincerely  regret  that  circumstances,  in  his 
judgment,  make  it  necessary  for  him  to  decline  a  re-election. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Rec.  Sec'y. 


NINETEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 
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In  accordance  with  an  excellent  and  long-established  custom,  the 
Directors  of  the  American  Congregational  Association  submit  here- 
with their  Nineteenth  Annual  Report ;  setting  forth  the  condition, 
the  work,  the  purposes  and  prospects  of  the  Association  as  they  now 
present  themselves. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  closing  year,  the  Directors  found 
themselves  with  the  care  of  the  two  large  granite  buildings,  on  the 
comer  of  Beacon  and  Somerset  Streets,  known  as  the  Club  and 
Gardner  estates,  which  had  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $294,000, 
and  upon  which  $94,000  had  been  paid.  Both  buildings  were  well 
occupied  and  paying  a  fair  rent  The  treasury  was  in  no  condition 
to  warrant  a  further  outlay.  Interest  on  the  two  mortgages  of 
$100,000  each  must  be  paid,  and  the  entire  assets  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, including  what  had  been  paid,  cash  on  hand,  subscriptions, 
and  reliable  pledges,  amounted  to  $159,000. 

The  first  and  main  work  of  the  year,  therefore,  was  and  has  been 
to  procure  funds.  This  subject  has  been  presented  by  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  in  all  available  pulpits  on  the  Sabbath,  at  local 
and  State  Associations  and  Conferences  where  opportunity  could  be 
secured,  and  many  an  appeal  has  been  made  through  our  denomina- 
tional papers.  Late  in  the  summer,  a  brief  statement  was  prepared, 
under  the  direction  of  this  Board,  upon  more  than  one  thousand  of 
which  a  letter  was  written  by  the  Secretary,  and  sent  to  the  pastors  of 
the  abler  churches  from  which  no  contribution  had  been  received. 
Pledges  began  to  come  in,  giving  assurance  of  speedy  responses, 
and  arrangements  were  being  made  for  appeals  to  some  of  our  best 
giving  churches,  when  suddenly  the  imperious  cry  for  immediate  and 
large  benefactions  for  bunung  Chicago  broke  upon  the  public  ear, 


which  admitted  of  no  delay.     Naturally,  if  not  necessarily,  ours  with 
many  a  like  claim  was  pushed  aside,  and  for  months  very  little  prog- 
ress could  be  made.     In  December,  approaching  Forefathers'  day, 
there  seemed  to  be  some  hope  that  this  cause  would  now,  or  early 
the  then  coming  year,  find  a  place  in  the  larger,  and  hitherto  non- 
responding  churches,  and  strong  efforts  in  this  direction  were  put 
forth.     But  just  then,  in  that  very  month,  and  at  the  doors  of  these 
very  churches,  our  Secretary  met  the  pastors  and  agents  of  the  two 
Congregational  churches  whose  sanctuaries  had  been  burned,  and 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  Chicago,  whose  appeals  were  so 
strong,  so  persistent,  and  touching  for  $100,000  immediately,  to  save 
imperilled  interests,  that  again   this  object  fell  into  the  background, 
and  appointments  made  had  to  be  given  up,  and  in  four  instances, 
^'here  they  were  fulfilled,  and  in  important  churches,  the  results  went 
Xo  Chicago  instead  of  coming  here.     Such  providential  interventions 
<:ould  not  be  foreseen  and  so  forefended  ;  and  again  bending  to  the 
inevitable,   and  waiting    further    developments,  seemed  the  only 
silternative. 

In  February,  a  series  of  Missionary  Conventions  were  organized  in 
^Connecticut,  at  which  each  of  the  eight  Co-operative  Congrega- 
tional Benevolent  Societies  had  the  opportunity  briefly  to  present 
itself.  Our  Secretary  attended  every  one  of  them,  —  twenty-sbc  in 
number,  —  covering  a  period  of  nine  weeks,  so  canvassing  pretty 
^oroughly  the  entire  State,  and  from  which  good  results  are  antici- 
;pated,  foretastes  of  which  have  been  already  received. 

The  Oberlin  Council  was  attended,  and  this  object  was  very 
briefly  presented  by  the  chairman  of  our  Finance  Committee  and 
the  Secretary,  and  a  highly  commendatory  resolution  was  unani- 
^nously  adopted  by  the  Council. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  untoward  circumstances,  some  financial 
progress  has  been  made,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasurer's  report, 
iierewith  appended.  The  assets  of  the  Association  are  to-day  a 
trifle  over  $181,000,  against  $159,000  one  year  ago  to-day.  A  frac- 
tion over  $100,000  has  been  paid  upon  the  two  estates,  principal 
and  interest,  and  tlie  available-  resources  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
necessary  changes  are  $81,259. 

But  May  ist  came,  and  with  it  the  possession  of  the  Club-House ; 
and  the  Gardner  House  was  to  be  vacated  in  thirty-five  days.  Rents 
ceased,  and  interest  was  going  along  while  receipts  came  slowly  in. 
Plans  for  the  required  changes  had  been  prepared,  examined,  and 
adopted.     Estimates  had  been  made  of  the  entire  cost,  viz.,  $  1 20,000 ; 


and  now  but  one  open  course  for  this  Board  presented  itself,  viz., 
to  "  rise  up  and  build,"  just  so  fast  and  so  far  as  the  means  at  their 
possible  command  would  allow. 

The  conviction  forced  itself  upon  this  Board  that,  with  such  a 
property  on  their  hands,  whose  possibilities  of  untold  usefulness, 
when  properly  developed,  were  so  apparent,  the  entire  member- 
ship of  our  churches  would  cry  out  against  them  if  they  did  not 
go  forward,  and  especially,  that  those  who  have  hitherto  failed 
to  give  anything  would,  when  they  should  see  the  building  in  pos- 
session, and  the  required  changes  actually  in  process  of  execu- 
tion, come  generously  to  their  aid,  and  so  the  indispensable  $39,000 
would  be  supplied  by  the  time  it  would  be  absolutely  required. 
Not  to  go  forward  was  to  sacrifice  rapidly  what  had  already  been 
gained.  Contracts  were  accordingly  made  for  raising  the  buildings 
and  placing  them  on  a  level  and  in  line,  and  for  some  other  parts  of 
the  necessary  work  which  has  already  commenced.  Gladly  would 
they  now  close  contracts  for  the  completion  of  the  entire  structure,  and 
would  do  so  at  once  if  the  itate  of  the  treasury  would  allow.  They 
cannot  make  brick  without  straw.  They  can  only  use  the  means  the 
churches  place  at  theic  disposal.  They  are  a  unit  against  increasing 
the  present  liabilities  of  the  Association.  A  brief  statement  to  the 
foregoing  effect  has  been  published  by  the  Building  Committee,  and 
this  Board  entertains  the  strong  hope  that  speedy  and  generous 
responses  will  be  made.  Complete  and  creditable  success  is 
within  easy  reach,  if  each  Congregational  church  will  take  a  reason- 
able share  of  this  denominational  responsibility.  One  fair,  round 
gift  from  those  churches,  not  yet  contributing  anything,  is  all  that 
will  be  required.  Less  than  this  it  is  not  easy  to  see  that  any  church 
would  wish  to  do.  Indifference  to  this  whole  enterprise,  delay  or 
refusal  to  aid  at  all,  will  be  exceedingly  embarrassing.  The  position 
which  the  Providence  of  God  is  calling  Congregational  churches  to 
take  and  maintain,  is  every  way  important,  and  failing  to  meet  this 
exigency  would  be  inexcusably  humiliating.  Every  church  can  cer- 
tainly take  ONE  collection,  and  more  than  this  is  not  sought.  There 
are  more  than  five  that  have  not  given  anything,  to  one  that  has. 
Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  in  Massachusetts,  and  exactly  the  same 
number  in  Connecticut,  have  taken  no  collection.  It  is  hard  to 
believe  that  they  will  longer  withhold  this  needed  aid. 

A  number  of  discreet  and  efficient  ladies  in  Boston  and  vicinity 
have  kindly  offered  this  Board  a  public  Fair,  to  be  held  this  coming 
autumn,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  public  interest  in  the  contem- 


plated  House  and  its  objects ;  also  to  promote  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance among  the  membership  of  the  Congregational  churches, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  add  materially  to  its  pecuniary  resources. 
After  due  consideration,  the  Board  unanimously  accepted  the  gener- 
ous offer,  and  appointed  an  especial  committee  with  full  powers  to 
consummate  the  arrangement  The  Fair  will  open  in  Horticultural 
Hall,  Boston,  October  21,  and  continue  for  eight  or  twelve  days, 
and  will  be  conducted  on  strictly  religious  principles,  and  if  cordial 
co-operation  shall  be  secured,  will  meet  the  expectations  of  its 
earnest  projectors. 

Less  labor  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  Library  the  past  year, 
having  reference  to  its  increase,  than  usual.  The  attention  of  the 
Librarian  has  been  absorbed  in  other  lines  of  effort.  In  no  year, 
however,  has  it  been  so  much  sought  and  consulted.  For  particulars, 
see  Library  Committee's  report  herewith  submitted. 

Expecting  to  meet  their  friends  in  their  own  room  in  the  Congre- 
gational House  at  the  next  Anniversary  of  this  Association,  and 
every  way  hopeful  of  the  practical  s)mnpathies  and  co-operation  of 
those  in  whose  interests  they  have  been  laboring,  the  Directors  cheer- 
fully subpiit  the  results  of  the  past  year's  work,  rejoicing  to  see  that 
this  long  contemplated  enterprise  has  such  favorable  indications  of 
a  speedy  and  satisfactory  consummation. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Library  respectfully  present  the  following 
Report :  — 

The  interests  of  the  Library  have  necessarily  been  subordinate  to 
the  interests  of  the  expected  building  for  its  safe  custody,-  —  but  they 
have  by  no  means  been  neglected. 

The  volumes  are  regarded  as  being  in  two  classes,  viz.,  the  regular 
series,  or  library  proper,  and  the  duplicates.  The  volumes  in  the 
regular  series,  including  no  duplicates,  now  number  12,939,  — an  in- 
crease of  602  during  the  year.  The  number  of  duplicates  is  now 
2,353,  —  a  net  increase  of  236  during  the  year.  The  duplicates  are 
nearly  as  valuable  as  those  in  the  regular  series,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  available  for  exchanges,  by  which  the  regular  series  is  steadily 
augmented.  The  /^Aj/ number  of  volumes  is  15,292,  —  an  increase 
of  838. 
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Among  the  volumes  added,  there  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  be 
found  a  greater  or  less  number  of  rare  and  valuable  works.  Some 
of  the  additions  are  of  early  writers,  —  such  as  the  Mathers,  —  vol- 
umes very  hard  to  obtain,  and  not  to  be  found  in  some  libraries  col- 
lected at  great  expense. 

No  exact  numbering  oi pamphlets  has  yet  been  made.  The  addh- 
tions  during  tlie  year  number  5,440.  In  this  department,  the  Library 
is  very  valuable. 

The  cataloguing  of  the  regular  series  of  bound  volumes^  which  was 
in  process  last  year,  has  been  completed.  Each  title  is  entered  upon 
a  separate  slip  of  paper,  —  the  method  now  favored  by  the  best  libra- 
rians. The  Association  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  completion  of 
this  important  work.  The  same  work  has  been  begun  with  the^/w- 
phletSy  and  will  require  all  the  time  that  can  be  given  consistently  with 
other  duties. 

The  Library  is  open  at  all  hours  during  the  day,  and  is  consulted 
to  an  extent  which  shows  its  value.  The  Committee  find  that  the 
books  are  well  arranged  and  most  carefully  preserved.  No  sugges- 
tions of  any  action  by  the  Association  are  deemed  necessary,  until 
the  expected  commodious  and  safe  quarters  are  completed. 

The  experience  and  watchfulness  of  the  Librarian,  in  securing 
additions,  render  his  services,  not  only  valuable,  but  increasingly  val- 
uable ;  and  in  the  Assistant  Librarian  the  Association  has  an  official 
whose  faithfulness  and  ability  the  Committee  believe  unsurpassed  by 
those  of  any  such  person  in  any  otlier  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALONZO  H.  QUINT,)      ^.. 
DANIEL  P.  NOYES,   >  r        %7 
JOHN  O.  MEANS,       )  ^^''''^'^^^' 
Boston,  May  27,  1872. 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Voli.   Piin. 

Adams,  Rev.  A.  C,  Wethersfield,  Ct. 2 

Adams,  Rev.  Thomas,  Waterville,  Me 

Aiken,  Rev.  Charles  A.,  Princeton,  N.  J 

Alden,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  jr.,  Marshfield I 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Newspapers 

American  Home  Missionary  Society  I        II 


Vol*.   Pun. 

American  Missionary  Association 4 

Ames,  Felham  W.,  Longwood 6         8 

Anderson  Rev.  Joseph,  Waterbury,  Ct 8        16 

Anderson,  Rev.  Rofiis,  D.  D.,  Boston  Highlands,  Newspapers      .        .  161 

Andrews,  Rev.  W.  W.,  and  Rev.  Chas.  B.  McLean,  Wethersfield,  Ct  55        72 

Avery,  Rev.  F.  D.,  Columbia,  Ct I 

Bancroft,  Rev.  D.,  Prescott 6 

Barton,  Rev.  Walter,  Suffield,  Ct i 

Bowdoin  College I 

Brewer,  Fisk  P.,  Chapel  Hm,  N.  C 18 

Bockingham,  Rev.  S.  O.,  D.  D.,  Springfield I 

Bolkley,  Mrs.  Rebecca  C,  Southport,  Ct 18 

Bumbam,  Samuel,  No.  Cambridge 6 

Boder,  Rev.  Daniel,  Boston 15        21 

Batton,  Dea.  Philander,  Greenwich,  Ct 3          i 

Chapin,  Dr.  A.,  Winchester 73 

Chapman,  George  H.,  Saybrook,  Ct I 

Chipman,  Rev.  R.  M.,  £.  Granby,  Ct 13          4 

Cincinnati  Public  Library I 

CUpp,  Rev.  A.  H.,  d.  d.,  New  York  City 57        16 

Clapp,  J.  B.,  Boston 17        74 

Clark,  Rev.  S.,  Eastford,  Ct 2        xo 

Clarke,  Rev.  Donis,  D.  D.,  Boston       .        .        .        .        .  i 

O<3ngregational  Publishing  Society 6 

Oongregationalist,  Publishers  of 6      205 

sWitt,  Rev.  John,  Boston 4 

Mrs.  Nathan,  Easton 9 

'want,  Dea.  Augustus,  Melrose .  4          4 

stman,  Rev.  L.  R.,  jr.,  Framingham 104 

;x  Institute,  Salem ,        ,  7 

**^*«ld,  Rev.  T.  P.,  D.  D.,  New  London,  Ct 2 

^*^^ter,  Rev.  L.,  Washington  Heights,  III 2 

^^^e,  Rev.  N.,  D.  D.,  Lee 40         4 

ilman.  Rev.  E.  W.,  New  York  City,  Manuscripts     .        .        ,        .  4       42 

'^een,  Dr.  S.  A.,  Boston 5      154 

■^ecn,  Thomas,  Chelsea 4 

ayward.  Rev.  Silvanus,  So.  Berwick,  Me.         .        .        .        .        .  3 

*^obart.  Rev.  L.  S.;  New  York  City 18 

"^^odges,  Rev.  R.  M.,  d.  d.,  Cambridge I 

"^^olmes.  Rev.  James,  Bennington,  N.  H. 27 

^^ovcy.  Rev.  Geo.  L.,  Hartford,  Ct 14 

•^^ojrt,  Ebenezer,  Na  Stamford,  Ct I 

Huntington,  Rev.  E.  B.,  Stamford,  Ct 2 

^yde,  William,  Ware '11 

James,  Rev.  Horace,  Greenwich,  Ct 327    1184 

Jarvis,  Dr.  Edward,  Dorchester  .....,,.  4 

Ketchtmi,  Rev.  Silas,  Bristol,  N.  H. 12 

Lane,  Rev.  John  W.,  Whately 3      761 
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Vols.    Pan. 

Langworthy,  Frank  A.,  New  Haven,  Ct I 

Manning,  Rev.  Abel,  Goffstown,  N.  H 17 

Marsh,  Miss ,  Wethersfield,  Ct 2       25 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society 2 

Mather,  Roland,  Hartford,  Ct 4 

McKenzie,  Rev.  Alexander,  Cambridge 4 

Means,  Rev.  J.  H.,  Dorchester 24 

Means,  Rev.  John  O.,  D.  d.,  Boston  Highlands i       127 

Mitchell,  Dr.  Jacob,  Chelsea I 

Morss,  Rev.  George  H.,  Townscnd I 

Mt  Holyoke  Seminary,  So.  Hadley 398 

Munger,  Rev.  T.  T.,  Lawrence 22 

Norton,  Dea.  Charles  E.,  So.  Berwick,  Me. 7 

Noyes,  Miss  G.  B.,  Westerly,  R.  I.      .        .        .....  6        30 

Noyes,  L.  E.,  Abington I 

Oberlin  College,  O. 2 

Parker,  Miss  Hannah  H.,  Goffetown,  N.  H 10        27 

Parker,  Rev.  Horace,  Peppcrell IQ4 

Parsons,  Rev.  E.  G.,  Dcrry,  N.  H 3 

Perkins,  Rev.  F.  T.,  Hartford,  Ct 4          2 

Pratt,  Mrs.  Amos,  Easton 8 

Rich,  Rev.  A.  B.,  D.  D.,  W.  Lebanon,  N.  H i 

Robinson,  Rev.  R.  T.,  Winchester 2        53 

Rodman,  Dr.  W.  W.,  New  Haven,  Ct 7 

Root,  George  W.,  Hartford,  Ct I 

Stockwcll,  S.  N.,  Boston,  2  Photographs 2       145 

Sylvester,  Mrs.  George,  Easton 3 

Taylor,  Mrs.  George  H.,  New  York  City I       1 19 

Taylor,  Mrs.  T.  A.,  Slaters ville,  R.  I '3       73 

Tewksbury,  Rev.  George  A.,  Plymouth 1 

Thomas,  Marcia  A.,  Marshfield I 

Thompson,  Rev.  J.  P.,  D.  D.,  New  York  City 3       423 

Torrey,  Rev.  C.  C,  Georgia,  Vt 2 

Wallace,  Rev.  C.  W.",  d.  d.,  Manchester,  N.  H 9          5 

Walley,  S.  H.,  Boston 14       19 

Williams,  Rev.  C.  H.,  Boston 46     122 

Wolcott,  Rev.  Samuel,  D.  D.,  Cleveland,  O. 3 

Wood,  Bartholomew,  Newton  Centre          ......  3 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  CHURCHES  AND  INDIVIDUALS. 


MAniE. 

Alna,  Cor>ff.  Ch.  and  Boc.  addM  •  . 
Amherst,  Kev.  H.  8.  Loiing,  add'l . 
Baogor,  CeDtral  Ch.  and  6oc.  . 
Bath,  Winter  St.  "  **      . 

BMdeford,2d        **  <'      . 

Bridgton,  Cong.    <*  ** 

BruDflwIck.    »»      "  "       . 

Buxton  Centre,  Rev.  Joseph  Smith  . 
OomlA^,  Village  Ch.  and  Soc. 
Dennvsville,  Peter  E.  Voce  .  • 
Farmlngton,  Kev.  Isaac  Rogers 
Holden,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .  . 
Lvman,      **        '*  **     .  , 

Korridgewock,  "  "     .  . 

Portland.  Plyraoath  Ch.  and  Soc  . 
80.  Berwick,  Cong.     **  *»     . 

St.  Albans.  Kev.  Wm.  8.  Bewail . 
Stockton,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soo. .  .  • 
tftow  and  Chaiham,  Cong.  Oh.  and 

Soc 

Waterville,  Rev.  Thomas  Adams . 
Woolwich,  Rev.  H.  O.  Thayer .  . 
Ymrmonth,  Central  Ch.  and  ;doo.    • 

York,  member  of  1st  Ch 

Individuals 


Nbw  HASfPSnTRE. 

Aeworth,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .  • 

8.  8.  Class 

Amherst,  Benevolent  Soo.  .  •  . 
Bath.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  add'l . 
Bradford.  Jas.  Hartsbomo  .  .  . 
Bristol.  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc.  .  . 
Campton    "         *•  •»     .  .  . 

Concord,  Ist         "  "... 

"       South     "  "... 

De«rfitld.  Kev.  Jacob  Chapman 

I>erry,  1st  Cb.  and  Soc 

I>over,    "    "  ••       .... 

Frsuicestown,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. 
Gilmantou  Centre,      '*  ** 

OofTstown,  •t        «i  u 

Grantham.  Dea.  Beth  LitUefleld  . 
Groton,  Isaac  D.  8outhworth  .  . 
Hampton,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .  . 
Hanover,  Mrs.  Maria  W.  Cutter  . 
Heoniker,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .  . 
Hollis,  '♦        *»  ♦»  addU 

Laconla,        "        **  "     .  . 

Littleton.      "        "  "     .  . 

Mason  Village,  Cong.Ch.  and  Soc. 
Pelham,  •*        "  " 

Plalstow,  "        *•  « 

Plymouth,  "        "  " 

Boxnerswortb,    Great  Falls,  Cong. 

Ch.  and  Soc.  .......( 

Bnlllvan,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  .  < 
Warner,        ••      »•  ''    .  .  , 

Woifeborongh,    Rev.    Thomas    A. 

£merson , 


$10  00 

1  00 

25  00 

64  07 
82  00 
16  00 

100  00 
6  00 

10  00 

26  60 
6  00 

2  50 

11  00 
15  00 
22  50 

65  00 

4  no 
8  10 

6  00 
1  00 

5  00 

0  00 

1  00 
8  50 


$447  17 

$14  25 

2  00 

40  62 

15  00 

5  00 

30  15 

43  50 

71  00 

138  03 

2  00 

40  52 

54  00 

10  57 

5  00 

83  00 

3  30 

1  00 

17  00 

1  00 

40  00 

200 

81  75 

25  00 

0  00 

42  00 

U  28 

28  50 

71  00 

10  00 

19  00 

6  00 

$821  45 


Vermoiit. 

Barnet,  Mclndoe's  Falls,  Rev.  8.  O. 

NorcroBS $1  00 

Chelsea,  Dea.  J.  W.  Smith   ....  6  00 

Chester,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 5  46 

Cornwall,  Kev.  8.  W.  MagUl    ...  5  00 

Dauby,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 2  00 

Derby,        "       »«             •*....  8  00 

Dummerston,  Rev.  L.  O.  Chase  .  .  5  00 

Jamaica.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.   ...  8  00 

Ludlow,  Rev.  P.  Bates 1  00 

Middlebury,  Rev.  U.  D.  Kitcbel,  d.o.  25  00 

Norwich,    Individuals    • 2  00 

Rutland,          **                76  00 

Saxton's  River,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. 

additional 8  00 

Sharon,                  "        "               "  12  50 

Underhlll,             "        "      7  00 

Waitsfield,  Rev.  Jas.  II.  Babbitt   .  25  00 

Wlndhara,CoDg.  Ch. and  Soc.  add'l  1  00 

Winooski,  Kev.  L.  U.  KlUot   ....  1  00 

$106  96 
M  ASSACnUSBTTS . 

Ablngton,  2d  Ch.  and  Soc.  (South)      $16  00 
8d     »»  "(East) 

additional 60  00 

Acton,   Cong.    "  •<    .  .  .  .       16  00 

Adams,  North,  Freeman  Paul  and 

wife 2  00 

Agawam,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  •  .  17  00 
Amesbury,Wet)t.  Cong.Ch. and  Soc.  132  60 
Amherst.  l8t  Ch.  and  Soc.  add'l    .         5  85 

.  "  College "      "       '♦ 113  27 

Anduver,  Peter  Smith looo  00 

*'         Kev.  Joseph  Emerson  .  .       25  00 

Arlington.  John  Field 6,000  00 

Ashby,  2d  Parish,  add'l 10  00 

Attleboro',  Lavlna  Cooper  •   •  .  .         1  00 

Ayer,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc 19  25 

Becket,  Kev.  John  Hart  well  and  wife        3  00 

Belchertown,  Individuals 24  00 

Boston,  Old  South  Ch.and  So.addn  5,296  00 
"  Dorch.  2d  Ch.  and  Soc. .  .  2,72  0  00 
"  Phillips  Ch.  and  Soc.  (South)  1,444  00 
"  Vine  St.  "  *'  "  .  .  .  .  1,290  00 
"  Maverick  **  **  '♦  (East) .  490  00 
"  Park  St.  "  "  "  add'l .  450  00 
"  Highland  "  "  "  in  part  65  76 
•*    E  St.    .       '*    »*      **  (South)      60  89 

**    S.  D.  Warren  . 5,000  00 

"    Kxra  Farusworth,  In    part .  2,500  00 

"    John  N.  Denison 1.000  00 

"    Wm.    O.  Grover 1,000  00 

"    Alexander  Strong 500  00 

*^    Kev.  T.  Atkinson ^00 

"    Charles  C.   Barry 25  00 

"    J.  W.  Davis  and  wife  ...       25  00 

"    A  friend 6  OO 

Braintree.  South  0>ng.  Ch.  and  Soc.  8  00 
Bridgewater,   Central  Sq.  Ch.  and 

Soc 20  00 

Brighton,  Wm.  C.  Strong 200  00 

Brooktield,  a  friend 6  OJ 
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and 


Buckland,  Rev.  C.  Lord  ..... 
CambrMge,  E.  P.  Whitman  .  .  . 
Canton,  Ev.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soo. . 
Charlcraont,  li>t  ''  *• 

Charleotown,  Win.  Carlton  .  , 
CbeUea,     Winninimmet     Ch. 

Soc.  add'i  .........I 

Clinton,  O.  L.  Swan,  add'l  .  .  . 
Cohaseet,  Rev.  C.  B.  Smith  .  •  . 
Coli'faine,  Rev.  D.  A.  Strong   • 

**  Alfi'ed  Hardy   .... 

Eaaton,  Ev.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. 
Essex,  "  "  " 

Framlngham,    Plymouth   Ch.    and 

Soc.  add'l 

Franklin,  Cong.  Ch.  ami  Soc.  add'l 
Gloucester  Earbor,  Ev.    Ch.    and 

Soc 

Grafton,  E.  N.  Korea     .  .  . 
Hadli-y,  Russell  Ch.  and  Soc.  add'l 
Hingham,  Ev.       "  " 

HolUrtlon,  Ist         •'  ♦•    add'l 

Lawrence,  Lawrence  St.  Oh.  and  Soc.  104  10 
Central  "  •»       «  35 

*'  Free  Ch.  Indlviduala     .        2  00 

Lcc,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 165  00 

Leicester,  Ist  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .       22  51 

Lincoln,      ' •'     , 

Littleton,    "       "       "  «»     . 

Lowell,  Appleton  St.  "  "     . 

*•      High  ••  ♦»  •»     . 

"    '  Mrs.  Caroline  R.  D.  Blan- 

chard 800  00 


$20  00 

100  00 

20  50 

12  00 

4,000  00 

44  00 

500  00 

25  00 

10  00 

1  00 

70  50 

100  30 

8  25 

80  00 

76  00 

1  00 

75  00 

20  00 

20  00 

20  75 
18  25 
26  50 
82  62 


80  00 
11  45 

1  00 
10  00 
15  00 
60  00 

100  00 
10  00 

118  UO 
U3  10 

2  00 
201  00 

25  UO 
2  00 
0  00 


Lunenburg,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  . 
Lynn,  Chestnut  St.  "  *»  .  . 

"    J.K.F.Marsh 

Maiden.  Ist  Ch.  and  Soo. ..... 

Mansfield,  Individuals 

Marlborouirh,  Un.  Kv.  Ch.  and  Soc. 
Medford,  Ist  Trin.  Cong.  8. «. .  .  . 
MelroAC.  Dca.  A.  Duraiit  and  wife  . 
Metliuen,  1st  Ch.  Hn<]  dor>    .... 
Mlddl<'tield.  Cong.  CIj.  at.  1  Soc.    . 

Mllford,  Individuals 

Monsou,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  .  .  . 
MontHKUc,  1st  '*  "  .  •  . 
Naiick,  Miss  Rebecca  Robblns  .  . 
Ncedham,  Kv.  Cong.  S.  S 

"  Grantvillo,    Cong.    Qh. 

and  Sue.  in  part   .......     250  00 

Newbury,  1st  Ch.  and  Soc 23  00 

Newburj  port,  Belleville  Ch.  add'l .     100  00 
Newton,  1st  Ch.  and  Soc 1,101  00 

"        2d    "  "  West  add'l    250  00 

'•        A.  B.  Ely.  add'l 150  00 

•'        Mrs.  M.  K.  Holm.  9  ...         '00 
Auburndule,C.A.Sweet .     600  00 
*'  C.  C.  Burr  .      500  00 

Northampton,  Florence,    Cong.  Ch. 

and  Soc 76  00 

Nonhbridge,    Whitinsvllle,     J.   C. 

Whitin 1,000  00 

Northbrldge,  Whiiinsville,  Estate  of 

E.  W.  Fletcher 500  00 

Northbridge,Whitinaville,l».  Whitin    300  00 

C.  P.  Whitin 

P.  W.  Dudley 

North  Bridgewater,  Porter  Ev.  Ch, 

and  Soc 

No.  Brookfield,  Ist  Ev.  Ch.  and  Soc. 

add'l 

No.  Heading,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  . 
Peabody.  '♦      '♦  ••  add'l 

Pepuerell,  ♦'       "  •♦    •' 

PhillipHton,         "      •»  «' 

Plymouth,  Ch.  of  the  Pilgrimage, 

add'l .  7.       21  00 


300  00 

100  00 

55  70 

1  00 

10  00 

87  00 

15  00 

20  00 

Reading,  Betheada  Ch.  and  Soe. .  .  $128  55 

Scltuale,  Ist  Trin.  Oong.Ch.  aud  Soc.  20  00 

Shirley  Village,       •«        '*            •*  16  00 

Somerville,  Broadway      "             <«  25*00 

Spencer,  Cong,  Ch.  and  Boo.    ...  9Qft  00 

Springfield,  1st   '*           *' 01  58 

"         SoQth  *»           " »  IT 

Stoneham,  Miss  Philena  Stevena .  1  00 

Sudbury,  Un.  Ev.  Ch.  and  Soe. .  .  86  85 

Sunderland,  Cong.  "              **  add'l  48  50 

Swaropscott,  1st      '<              "...  15  00 

Taunton,  Trin.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soe.  803  00 

TempletoB,  Individuals 20  00 

Tewksbury,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Boo. .  .  30  00 

Townaend,       "       "              •*  add*l  5  00 

Wareham,        "  8.  S 15  00 

Warren,           "  Ch.  and  Boe. ...  14  00 

Weillleet,  1st          *<            "  Ladles  40  00 

Westflold,  "  "  "...  55  00 
West  Springfield,  Mittineague,  Gong. 

Ch.  and  Soc.  .  .  • 10  00 

Weymouth,  2d  Ch.  and  Soc.  (Sooth;  35  00 

Whately,  Cong.  *•  " 1300 

Williamsburg,   HaydenvlUe,  Cong. 

Ch.  and  Soc 11  00 

Winchester,  D.  N.  Skillinga .  .  .  5,000  00 

Worcester,  CentU  Ch.  and  So.  add'l  31  00 

Agent 1,000  00 

Friend 15  00 

$48,853  73 

BnoDE  Island. 

North  Scituate,  Rev.  T.  L.  Bills ...  $1  00 

Slatersvillc,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc    .  150  35 

Westerly,  Individuals 3  00 

$158  25 
Connecticut. 

Bolton,  Rov.  W.  E.  B.  Moore  ...  $1  00 
Canton,  CoUinsville,  Cong.  Ch.  and 

Soc.  add'l 3  10 

Chester,  D;iniil  W.  Bradly  ....  1  00 

Clinton,  Rev.  Wra.  E.  Brooks  ...  2  00 

Danbury,  Individuals  in  IstCh..  .  9  UO 

East  Lyme,    Cong.  Ch.  aud  Soe.  •  5  00 

Knrteld,  ♦«  *.  "  .  20  00 
Greenwich,  2d  "        "                 " 

in  nart 3400 

''       '       Rev.  Horace  James  .   .  100  00 

Iluddam,  nigganum,  Rev.S.  UIdo  .  1  00 

Hartford,  1st  Ch.  aud  Soc.  ludivld'ls  1,750  00 

2d     "              •»          "   .  .  76  00 

"         Pearl  St.  Ch.  and  Soc.'»  .  .  600  00 

"         Asylum  IlillCh.  aud  Soc-  750  00 

<'         Rov.  Geo.  E.  Sanborn  ...  '26  W 

*'         Rodney  Dennis 10  00 

'*         Sarah    Beach 10  00 

Mfidibon,   Individuals  .......  6  00 

Meridun,  West  Ch.  and  Soc.   ...  168  70 

•*           Centre  *»               **.•..  50  Od 
Middletown,  Westfield  Ch.  and  Soc. 

add'l    .  .  .  .  • 1  00 

Milford,  Ist  Ch.  and  Soc 20  00 

"           Miss  Mary  C.Thacher   .   .  1  00 

New  Britain,  Rev.  C.  L.  Goodell .  25  00 

New  Haven,  R.  E.  Rice 25  00 

*'        Rev.  C.  H.  Bullard  ....  3  00 
Orange,  West  Haven,  Cong.  Ch.  and 

Soc. «...  27  22 

Plainfleld,  Central    Vill.Cong.  Ch. 

and  Soc 2300 

Say  brook,  Dea.  Wm.  R.  Clark  .  .  3  00 

Somerville,  John  H.  Davis  ....  1  00 
Spr^ue,  Engleville,  Gong.  Ch.  and 

Soc 5  00 

StafiTord  Springs,            *'  .    **  Soc.  108  00 
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•10  00 


77  60 

12  00 

3  00 

26  00 

60  00 

02  02 

23  03 

1,000  00 

6  00 

101  90 

6  00 

0  67 

BUunford.  3Cra.  Fanny  IC.  Bmub  .  . 
Stoolngton,  Mystic   Bridge,  Oong. 

Ch.  mnd  floe,  add'l 

BufSeld,  Cong.  Cb.  and  k<oe. .  .  . 
Trnmbull,**       •'  ** .  .      . 

Union,  Rev.  Samoel  I.  Oartlae  . 
Vernon,  Rer.  A.  8.  Chetebroogh 

"         RockTille,  lit  Cb.  and  Boc 
Waterbnry  •*     "  »• 

'*  A.  Benedict 

"  Dudley  H.  Abbott  .  .  . 

Wetbenfield,  let  Cb.and  Boo. .  . 
Winebester.Oong.  ••  *«     .  . 

Woodnock.Weet,  Oong.Ch.  and  Boe. 


$6,148  64 

New  York. 

Bainbridge,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc.  .  •  $8  00 

Bingbamton,     "      <*              "     .  .  64  00 

Bloom  Aeld.Wect  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc.  18  40 
Brooklyn,  Clinton  Av.    *'             " 

in  part 850  00 

Brooklyn,  Mrs.  Ann  D.  Hatkell .  .  1  00 

ChaM**  Mills,  IndiYidnals 4  00 

Franklin,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc.  ...  16  66 

Qroton,  Rev.  Samuel  Jobnson     .  •  6  00 

Harpersfleld.  Rev.  J.  T.  Marsb   .  .  8  20 

Klantone,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc.  ...  6  00 

Madrid,  Cbarles  Ray 2  00 

Kew  Haven,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc  •  •  10  00 

New  York  City,  Horace  Or«y    .  .  260  00 

•*         "         Rev.  L.BmttbHo- 

bart 60  00 

New  York  City,  Rev.  A.  H.  Clapp, 

l>.  D 25  00 

New  York  City,  Rev.  C.  P.  Busb, 

D.  D 6  00 

Perry  Centre,  Individuals 6  00 

Fort  Leyden,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc. .  9  00 
PoUdara   Junction,  Cong.  Cb.  and 

Boo.  add'l 6  00 

VTalton  North,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc. .  61  25 


$1,302  00 
.     $18  00 


New  Jeraet. 
Newark,  J.  H.  Denison,  add*l   . 

Louisiana. 
New  Orleans,  1st  Ch.  and  Boc. .  .    $40  00 

Ohio. 

Cincinnati.  M.  Groeyenor  .  .  .  .' 
Olaridon,  Cong.  Cb  .and  Boc. .  . . 
Harmar,  Hon.  Douglas  Putnam 

Oberiin,  1st  Cb.  and  Soc 

8alem,  Dea.  David  A.  Allen  and  wife 
Springfield.  1st  Ch.  and  Boc  .  . 


$6  00 

19  65 

100  00 

22  87 

2  00 

12  00 

IHDIAIVA. 

Indianapolis,  Rev.  N.  A.  Hyde   #  . 

ILLIHOIS. 

Amboy,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc 

Banker  Hill,  **    *'  **.... 

Chicago,  1st        •*  "     .  .  .  . 

•*       Union  Park  Ch.  and  Boc. . 

"       Rev.  J.  E.  Roy 

I>lzon,  C.  A.  Davis 

Jacksonville,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boc. . 
Ottawa.  Rev.  J.  M.  Bturtevant,  Jr.  • 
BoeeviUe,  Rev.  J.  D.  Wyckoff    .  • 


$101  42 
$6  00 


$16  28 
02  26 

160  12 
27  03 

1  00 
6  00 

27  00 

2  00 
2  50 

$823  18 


MicniQAif. 

Flint,  Rev.  B.  D.  Conkling  and  wife  $2  00 

Memphin,  Rev.  W.  P.  Uus«bll ...  1  00 

Port  Huron,  Individuals 2u  00 


Wl8CON81!f. 


$23  00 


Menasba,  Individuals $3  00 

Sparta,  Hiram  E.  Kclley  and  family      25  00 
Wauwatosa,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc.  •       10  00 


MnfHBSOTA. 

Austin,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Boe.  . 
Hamilton,  "       "  " 

Wasioja,  E.  R.  Sbedd    .  .  . 


Iowa. 

Belle  Plain,  Rev.  Daniel  Lane  . 
Bentonsport,  Mrs.  C.  Richards 
**  Rev.  A.  Farwell  . 

Big  Rock,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  . 
Colesburg,  Rev.  L.  P.  Mathews 
Elk  River,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Boc. 
Fairfield,  *^       '*  " 

Fort  Dodge, 


II 


II 


a 


MlSSODRI. 


$38  00 

$50  00 
11  00 

5  00 

$66  OO 

$1  00 
25  00 

6  00 
5  26 

80  00 
3  30 
2  50 
8  00 

$80  06 


St.  Louis,  1st  Ch $100  00 

Windsor,  Cong.  **  and  Boc 3  25 


Kansai. 

Fredonia,  Rev.  C.  A.  Richardson  . 
Qulndaro,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Boc. .  .  . 
WyandottCt  Jesse  Cooper 

Calipornia. 

Sacramento,  Cong.  Ch.  and  See. . 
San  Francisco,  Rev.  W.  C.  Pond  . 


$103  25 

$1  00 
2  00 
1  00 

$4  00 

$25  00 
5  00 

$30  UU 


MI8CEI.IJLNEOD8. 

Madura,  India,  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Capron  $5  00 

Manilla.  Phil.  Isis.  Geo.  Jas.  Pierce  1  00 

Medal  Money 20  25 

Montreal,  Can.  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Wells  25  00 

$00  '26  f 
SUMBUIART. 

Maine $447  17 

New    Hampshire 821  45 

Vermont 1U6  06 

MassachusettB 48.Sr>2  73 

Rhode  Island 153  25 

ConnecUcut 5,148  64 

New   York 1,392  60 

New  Jersey .       18  00 

Louisiana 40  00 

Ohio 161  42 

Indiana 5  00 

Illinois 323  1$ 

Michigan 23  00 

Wisconsin 38  00 

MlnnesoU 66  00 

Iowa 80  05 

Missouri 103  25 

Kansas 4  00 

California 30  00 

Miscellaneous 60  25 


$57,064  96 
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Synopsis  of  thb  Account  of  thk  Axbbigah  Co 


1871.  Dr. 

June  12.    To  Fireman's  Insurance  Company,  Ins.  on  Library, 

Aug.   10.    Paid  Trustees  of  Somerset  Club  for  their  building 

and  land,  comer  Beacon  and  Somerset  Streets, 

containing  5,851  2-10  feet,  @  $25.00  per  square 

foot,      .        .       . 

Paid  stamp  on  mortgage,  f  101. 00 ;  Recording  mort- 
gage, $2.50,         

18.  Paid  F.  O.  Prince,  Trustee  of  Somerset  Club,  yalue 

of  policies  on  said  Bstate,  transferred  to  this 
Association,         ....... 

Nov.  22.    Paid  Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  6  months' 
interest  on  mortgage  note,  due  this  date,  • 

Dec.    18.    Paid  H.  B.  Ward,  broker,  services, 

80.    Paid  Brewster,  Sweet  &  Co.,  $7,000  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment Bonds,         

1872. 

Jan.      1.    Paid  Brewster,  Sweet  &  Co.,  $5,000  Old 

Colony  7  %  Railroad  bonds,       .        .  $5,125  00 
Accrued  interest, 145  88 

29,    Paid  Edward  S.  Rand,  prof,  services  in  examining 

titles  and  drafting  mortgages  of  estates   on 

Beacon  and  Somerset  Streets,    .... 

Feb.    10.    Paid  Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  6  months' 

interest  on  mortgage  note,  due  thU  date,  . 

19.  Paid  John  Pickering,  29  shares  Eastern  Railroad 

Stock, 

24.    Paid  John  N.  Denison,  $5,000 
Burlington    and   Missouri 
R.  H.  Bonds,       .        .        .   $4,950  00 
Accrued  interest,  .        .        .  58  89 

$5,008  89 

Paid  John  N.  Denison,  $5,000 
Chicago  &  Michigan  Lake 
Shore  R.  R.  Bonds,    .        •  $4,312  50 
Accrued  interest,    .        .        .        125  55 

4,438  05 


t 


April  19.     Paid  Moses  Burlin,  bill,  repairing]!dralns. 

Paid  salary  of  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Libra- 
rian to  April  Ist,  1  year, 

Paid  Special  appropriation  for  Finance  Agency,    . 

Paid  salary  of  Assistant  Librarian, 

Paid  travelling  expenses  of  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, $284.02;  postage  and  stationery,  $144.75, . 

Paid  expressage,  etc.,  wood  and  coal,    . 

Paid  J.  A.  Howard,  rent  of  rooms,  40  Winter 
Street,  to  1st  April,  1  year,     .  ... 

Paid  advertising,  $41.67;  printing,  etc.,  $231.88,    . 

May    17.    Paid  for  permit  at  Insurance  Ofice,  on  Somerset 

Club  estate,   for  1   month  (termed   Builder's 

Risk), 

22.  Paid  Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  6  months' 
interest  on  mortgage  note,  due  this  date,  . 

Balance  this  account  carried  to  credit  In  new  ac- 
count, due  May  23,  1872 


$21 
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noNAL  Association  with  Jambs  P.  Mellkdge,  Treasurer. 

1871.  Cr. 

iitLj  20.    By  balance  from  last  year,      ...  94,168  48 

Jaly    8.  July  Coapons  ($29,000  U.  S.  Bonds),       $870  00 

@  13i  %  premium,       .  115  28 


14  it 


24.  sale  to  U.  S.  Government,  throngh 

Brewster,  Sweet  &   Ck>.    $28,000 
U.  S.  Registered  Bonds,  @  1  12i,  $25,961  25 
$6,000  do.        do.  do.  @  1 12^,       6,750  00 

$82,711  25 
Less  brokerage  and  expressage,  .  41  53 


985  28 


32,669  72 


Aug  10.  Amount  received  from  Provident  In- 

stitution for  Savings  on  mortgage 
Somerset  Club  estate,  8  years  from 
date,interest  payable  semi-annually 
@  6<|  %  per  annum,        •       .       •  100,000  00 

1872. 

Feb.  8.    By  6  months'  interest  on  $5,000  Old  Col- 
ony 7  %  R.  B.  Bonds,  due  Feb.  1st,         175  00 
Less  Government  tax,    .        .        .  '  3  64 

171  36 

■ 

May   4.  interest  from  Trustee  Somerset  Club  on  $146,280 

from  Aug.  10th,  187 1, to  May  1st,  1872,8  months, 

21  days,  @  7  %, 7,423  71 

7.  rent  of  house  and  stable,  No.  7  Beacon  Street,  to 

May  3d,  12  months,  @  $600  per  month,  .         7,200  00 

23.  interest  on  deposits  in  New  England  Trust  Co.,  349  94 

interest  received  on  temporary  loans, .        .        .  448  43 

6  months'  interest  on  Chicago  &  Michigan  Lake 

Shore  R.  R.  Bonds,  due  May  1st,     .        .        .  200  00 

rent  from  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  29  17 

"      **    Home  Evan.  Com.,        .        .        .        .  60  00 

contributions  &  donations  from  sundry  Churches 

and  Individuals, 57,964  95 


$211,660  99 


By  balance  as  above,  due  May  28d,  1872,        .       .       .     $22,625  89 

BosiQir,  Hat  26,  1872. 

J.  P.  MELLEDQf&t  Tttfmxfst. 


l6 


Bosrov,  Ukj  2fj^  187IL 

Thb  undersigned  has  this  day  examined  the  within  aocount  tad 
has  found  it  correct,  with  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  flie  Tteasmert 
in  favor  of  the  Association,  of  7\tfenty4wo  thousand  six  humdrwi  mmd 
twenty-five  dollars  and  tMrtj^nin*  cents.  Of  this  balanoei  $21,451.64 
is  on  deposit  with  the  New  England  Trust  Companyi  and  $i»z7s.75 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer.  Proper  vouchers  tox  the 
have  been  produced. 

The  Treasurer  has  also  exhibited  to  me  certain  Bonds  and 
tificates  of  Stocks,  as  follows :  5  Bonds  of  $x,ooo  each  of  the  C3il* 
cago,  Michigan,  and  Lake  Shore  Railroad ;  5  Bonds,  $1,000  sacht 
of  the  Burlingto^i,  Missouri  &  Nebraska  R.  R. ;  5  Bonds  of  tiie  OU 
Colony  R.  K,  $1,000  each  ;  7  U.  S.  Bonds,  81's,  of  $1,000 
and  Certificates  for  99  shares  in  the  Eastern  Railroad.  The 
value  of  these  bonds  and  stocks  is  $25,951 ;  which  with  the  cash  in 
hand  makes  the  total  value  of  property  $48,575.39,  besides  the  Real 
Estate  owned  by  the  Association. 

J.   RUSSELI.  BRADFORD, 

One  of  the  Finance  Commiitoe. 


J— ' 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OF  THB 


COIIMONWKALTU  UF  MA;ei:)ACHLTdETTS. 
In  the  Tear  One  Tkotteand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fi/tp'Four, 

An  Act  to  iDcorporate  tho  Congregational  Library  Afisociation,  at  Boston. 

B€  it  enacted  bjf  the  Senat*.  and  fljH^e  of  liepresentatioee  in  General  Court  asaembled^  and 
bp  ike  authoriijf  of  the  game,  aefoHovn  *  — 

BccTiox  1.  Rufiit  Anderson,  Joseph  B.Clark,  Julias  A.  Pnlmer,  their  aatoclates  and  sue- 
ee««or«,  are  hemby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Coni^rei^utional  Library  Assuriation 
at  Boaton,  for  th«  purpose  of  establishing  and  porpetuatiiiir  a  library  of  the  religious  history 
and  literaturo  of  l^ew  England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  accomniuda- 
tlon  of  the  same,  and  for  tho  use  of  charitable  societies;  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes. 

Skctium  2.  8nld  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  tho  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
aand  dollars,  the  ioeome  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes. 

I  Approved  by  the  Uovemor,  April  12, 1854. 


OOMKION WEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Tear  One  Thoueand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty'Six. 

An  Act  to  autboriae  the  Congregational  Library  Asvociaiion  of  Boston  to  bold  additional  real 

and  personid  estate. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  ai/oUowi t  — > 

eECTioir  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
bold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  ttfty  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion to  tho  amount  that  said  corporation  is  sow  authorized  by  law  to  hold;  provided,  that  no 
part  of  said  amount  shall  bo  invested  in  real  est^Ue,  except  in  the  purchuiu  of  u  suitable  site, 
Mnd  the  errction  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  be  used  for  the  purputtes  of  said  cor- 
poration, as  net  forth  in  tho  act  of  incorporation  passed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  dfty-four. 

tiLCTio.^  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24, 1800. 


COM&fONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Tear  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-Four, 

Am  Act  concerning  the  CoDgregational  Library  Association. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  ae  follows « — 

Brction  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its 
Dain«-'t  tind  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congregational  Association. 

ijiurrioM  '2.  In  addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  granted  saiti  corporation,  it  is  hereby 
aulhurized  to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  intercHt  of  Congregational  churches;  by 
ptit>Li»>iing  works;  by  furnishing  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parishes,  uliurches,  and  Sabbath 
Schools;  by  promoting  friendly  intercourse  and  cooperation  among  Congregational  ministers 
aiiJ  cliurches,  and  with  other  denominations ;  and  by  collecting  and  disbursing  funds  for  tliu 
above  objects. 

tiEcnos  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  on  Its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Oovernor,  May  10, 1864. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Tear  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy- One. 

A!«  ACT  to  authorize  the  American  Congregational  Association  to  hold  additional  real  and  per- 
sonal estate. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  as/oUowe  t  — 

Section  1.  The  American  Congregational  Association,  at  Boston,  is  horcby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  tliousand  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold. 

idccTiOM  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Oovenior,  February  24th,  1871. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


Art.  I.    The  nnmc  of  this  b(i<1y  ahull  be  the  American  Congrcgatioxal  A^soctatiost. 

Art.  it.    Tho  obifct  uf  this  A*<«orl.it{(>ii  hh.ill  bo  to  f-ccnrv  tho  erection.  In  the  city  of  Boston,       j 
of  11  CoxiKi  t;ATio>AL  iioLHK  fi>r  till!  MUciiiigi^  «f  tlic  body,  the  aceommoilniion  of  Its  library, 
iiii'l  fi)r  till' fill tlKTiince  of  iiH  (Ti'iieral  piirpDHcii;  to  found  und  iierpctuiitu  a  iibmry  of  bo«*ki>, 
]).iinphlfti>,  ami  niunuscHpiA.  and  a  collu<  tion  of  porirnit*  aiid  ri-Iics  of  tho  past;  nnd  to  do  whuK-       I 
ev<  r  vIho —  within  tho  limitr*  of  ItH  clmrtur  —  iihiiil  Hcrve  to  illustrHte  CoiigregallouAl  histiury  aud 
promote  the  gvnerul  lutcrtfHts  of  the  Uungregntlonal  churches. 

Aht.  III.     Tills  Acsocintion  Mb  nil  be  compoifctl  of  members  of  Orthodox  Congregational       ] 
churvhfii,  paying  each  one  dolhir,  or  more,  into  its  Treasury. 

Art.  IV.  The  olllcers  of  thiw  AMOciatlon  Mhall  bo  a  Preiiilont,  vuch  n  nnrobor  of  Vlce-Prcf>i« 
dents  ill)  tht-  AsFoeiatlon  may  from  yi-ur  to  year  elect,  n  Corresponding  and  liecordini;  Secretary, 
n  Librarian,  Treunurer,  AMp«ii*t(iiit  TreaHurer  nnd  an  Auditor.  Thene  Secretaries,  Librarian  and  | 
IVeuHurer.  with  fourteen  othern,  hIiuII  be  u  Hoard  of  Directors,  charved  with  the  general  inter- 
OMtH  of  tlic  AMsociation,  five  of  whom  Hhall  coindituie  u  auorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
The«e  otliceis  Khali  be  chosen  by  ballot,  ut  tho  Annual  M.eetings. 

Art.  V.  TIic  Annual  Meetings  for  the  choice  of  offioors,  uiid  for  other  business  appropriate 
to  Kuch  nieetiiii^R,  hhall  be  held  in  liuKton,  on  'i'ue«day  preceding  the  hut  Wednesday  in  M:iy,  in 
eiit-li  year,  at  twelve  o'clot-k,  M.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  nt  any  time  bv  the  Board  of 
IHrcctoiA.  The  .\nnual  and  all  special  nieelings  must  be  culled  by  publlnhtJ  notice  in  tlie 
Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  uewsiinpcrs  of  Boston,  at  least  one  week  previous. 

Art.  VI.    This  Constitution  may  be  altered  nt  any  Annn.il  Minting  by  a  vote  of  fwo  thirds  of 
the  menibirs  pret^ent,  i^iblle  notice  having  been  givi-n  of  the  nature  of  tlio  proposed  alteration        i 
in  the  call  for  the  meeting;  but  the  third  article  bhall  bo  unalterable.  i 


BY-LAWS. 

A  RT.  I.  The  oxorclgcs  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the  Dlrec-  i 
tori*.  and  other  (llU'ers  having  n-portN  to  ninlcc:  nrtlon  upon  the  same;  the  election  of  officers;  j 
Utid  the  pc-rforinance  of  such  other  buMtne^n  as  shall  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

Art.  II.    The  Directors  phall  prescribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  judgment  of  the       I 
bcKt  inI«Tf  KtH  of  the  A^^ociiitinn  may  Mucgent,  and  tho  method  of  calling  the  ^nme.     All  their 
in(Htii>grt  hli:ill  be  opened  with  jnaxer.    '1  hey  hhall  nls(»  have  power  lo  appoint  and  order  any 
public  nnx-ting  of  the  AH^uclation  for  annivorHary  purposes,  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  flrnl  Director's  meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  chainnnn  shall  be  choiicn 
by  ballot,  ttud  n  Finance  Coniniitlee  and  Lll-rary  Committee  by  nomin.ition  (each  of  three  nu-m- 
berh},  to  j-erve  re^pe^•tiveIy  for  the  year.  Imtnediatoly  after  the  openlig  of  each  meeting  the 
miriuiee  of  the  pnvIouH  m(>eting  ohall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  buslneMff,  prepared  by  tlie  Corre- 
fponding  S<-cr<'t:iry  and  Librarian,  Ahull  be  pref*ented  to  the  Board  for  .iction,  to  which  any 
inembci  may  add  other  itcuiH.  | 

Art.  IV.  The  Dirertors  Hhall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  tho  year  at  each  Annual  j 
Meeting!  f  the  Am<'icI  ition,  nnd  suggest  euch  meuuurea  for  the  action  of  tho  body  as  in  their  i 
juilgnit-nt  itH  welf.irc  requires.  ! 

,  Art.  V.    The  Corre^pondlng  Secretary  shall  discharge  tho  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that 

I        ofllce.  I 

'  Art.  VI.    The  Recording  Secretary  F-hall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  buslneiis  i#  Irans- 

nrtiM]  in  tlie  ineetingi*.  bctli  of  the  Asriodation  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  bonk  provided  ; 
for  tliat  piirpobe,  and  kept  at  the  nxuns  of  the  Association. 

I  Art.  VII.    The  TreaKuror  shall  have  charge  i»f  all  moneys  belorgtng  to  tho  Association,  and 

i        holil  the  hame  at  the  diKpuoa!  of  the  Directors,  who  Khali  aUo  deline  the  duties  nnd  respon'*ibiii- 

lii  H  of  the  Afslbtaiit  Treasurer,  —  paying  only  such  bills  as  have  the  eertillod  a])prov:tl  of  at  j 
leant  two  ineniberH  «.f  ilie  Finafice  Ooniinittee.  He  8hall  report  the  state  of  the  Treasury  lo  the  | 
AcMK-iation  at  their  Annual  Meetiiigit,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  ao. 

i  Art,  VIII.    The  Librajian  shall  keep  a  complete  catalogue  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  manu- 

seripts,  i)oriidiea:i«,  ]M<rtraiiti,  and  otlier  articlei*  of  inieret^t  belonging  to  the  Association,  with 
ll.e  iiaines  of  their  donorii  annexed;  and  ehuil  have  the  gener.il  charge  of  the  same  under  the       I 
Library  (.'Dinmittee.  •  I 

I  Art.  IX.    rrevioM-«ly  to  each  Annual  Meeting,  the  Library  Committee  alinll  examine  the  Li- 

brary ami  all  the  ]ii(iperty  <>f  the  AA-^ociation,  and  report  its  condition  to  the  Board,  who  shall 
(iiibfdy  that  »tal(>inoni  in*  their  Annual  Report. 

!  Art.  X.     Xo  bo«)k,  pamphlet,  mannscript,  or  periodical,  shall  be  taken  ft"om  the  Library 

except  on  Huch  tenni',  and  fur  hueh  time,  ai*  the  Library  Committee  shall  prescribe;  nor  sh:ill 
\ir>itf>rA  be  permitted  to  make  extracts  from  manuscripts  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  IJbiarian. 

Art.  XL  These  By  LnwH  may  be  amcn<led,  nt  any  regularly-called  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, )•>  a  Vi'te  of  two  thirdi»  of  the  members  present. 
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1873,    (^:- 


AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congregational 
Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  "  Congregationalist ")  was 
held  May  27,  1873,  at  12  m.,  in  Pilgrim  Hall. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Hon.  E.  S.  To- 
bey,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  S.  L.  Gerould,  of  Goffstown,  N.  H. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee, 
and  of  the  Treasurer,  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  publication. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President, 
Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Rev.  Nathanieil  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Middlebury,  Vt 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Medway,  Mass. 

Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Samuel  Williston,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.  d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  William  A.  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  d.  d..  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.  d..  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.  d.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.  d.,  Chicago,  111. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Ham.mond,  Chicago,  111. 


A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Rev.  William  £.  Merriman,  d.  d.,  Ripen,  Wis. 
Rev,  Truman  M.  Post,  d.  d.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  William  Salter,  d.  d.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  Mooar,  d.  d.,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  d.  d.,  Montreal,  Canada. 

Directors, 

Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobey,  Boston.  James  P.  Melledge,   Esq.,  Cam- 

JOHN  Field,  Esq.,  Arlington.  bridge. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  d.  d.,  Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 

New  Bedford.  J.  Russell  BrXdford,  Esq.,  Bos- 
Ezra  Farnsworth,    Esq.,    Bos-         ton. 

ton.  S.  D.  Warren,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  d..  Bos-  David  N.  Skillings,   Esq.,  Win- 
ton.  Chester. 

Henry  D.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Boston.  Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  d.  d.,  Boston. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means,  d.  d.,  Boston.  Richard  H.  Stearns,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary^  Librarian^  and  Assistant  Treasurer, 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary, 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Boston. 

Auditor, 
JOSEPH   N.  BACON,  Esq.,  Newton. 

After  some  informal  remarks,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Rec.  Sec'y. 


THE 

TWENTIETH    ANNUAL   REPORT   OF   THE    DIRECTORS 

OP  TMX 

AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION, 

PRESENTED  MAY  27,   1873. 

Home  at  last !  Only  the  workers  in  the  interest  of  the  Congrega- 
tional House  and  Library  can  fully  realize  the  relief  and  joy  the 
completion  of  the  one,  and  the  good  beginning  —  wilh  an  earnest  of 
the  ultimate  finishing  —  of  the  other  most  surely  afford.  True,  there 
are  many  details  to  be  looked  after,  and  some  heavy  bills  to  be  paid, 
and  a  large  funded  debt  to  be  cancelled  at  some  day,  and  alcoves 
and  plastering  and  tiles  for  the  floor  of  the  fire-proof  library  building 
to  be  provided,  to  secure  the  convenience  and  safety  of  our  increas- 
ingly valuable  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets  which  have  been 
the  work  of  years  to  accumulate ;  and  so  there  is  still  a  necessity  for 
generous  gifts ;  but  the  success  now  realized  in  the  comfortable  and 
convenient  apartments  already  occupied  by  the  active  agencies  of 
our  great  benevolent  societies,  in  our  Pilgrim  Hall  for  ministerial 
and  social  gatherings,  in  our  pleasant  committee-room  for  associa- 
tions and  conferences,  trustees  and  directors  of  educational  and 
religious  institutions,  in  our  family  house,  as  a  whole,  simple,  sub- 
stantial, grand,  fittingly  symbolizing  the  principles  and  polity  of  the 
founders  of  Christian  and  civil  liberty  here,  —  central  in  this  their 
early  headquarters,  "  this  success  now  realized,**  places  Congregation- 
alism in  a  new  attitude  in  its  relations  to  other  branches  of  the  great 
Christian  household,  and  in  a  much  more  favorable  position  to  act 
its  part  in  the  world's  conversion  to  Christ  The  directors  of  this 
association  cannot,  therefore,  refer  to  the  work  of  the  last  twelve 
months  but  with  devout  thanksgivings  to  God,  and  with  sincere 
gratitude  to  kind  and  sympathizing  friends. 

The  year,  now  just  closing,  opened  with  the  two  estates  already 
purchased,  known  as  the  club  and  Gardner  houses,  at  the  cofner  of 
Beacon  and  Somerset  Streets,  on  their  hands,  without  income,  and 
available  only  for  the  proposed  transformations.  The  plans  prepared 
by  the  architects  were  found  to  require  an  outlay  quite  beyond  the 


r 


means  at  even  hopeful  command.  It  was  believed,  however,  that 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  might  be  relied  on  as  available  by  the 
time  the  work  would  be  completed.  Eighty-one  thousand  was  in 
hand  and  pledged,  the  remaining  sum  was  guaranteed  by  members  of 
this  Board,  in  the  event  other  sources  should  fail.  In  the  building 
committee,  absolutely  necessary  changes  in  the  two  buildings  to 
unify  them  and  sketches  for  the  new  portions  were  outlined,  which, 
when  reduced  to  working  plans,  were  found  to  be  generally  accepta- 
ble, and  estimates  brought  the  cost  of  substantially  all  that  has  now 
been  done,  within  the  assured  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
This  plan  contemplated  very  little  change  in  roofs,  floors,  partitions, 
plastering,  cornices,  doors,  and  general  arrangements  of  the  buildings 
already  erected.  To  cut  these  apart,  interlocked,  as  they  were,  by 
alternate  layers  of  granite  from  top  to  bottom,  both  front  and  rear, 
and  united  by  a  sixteen-inch  brick  wall  the  entire  width  and  from 
foundation  to  peak,  to  raise  such  ponderous  structures,  the  one  six 
feet,  the  other  twelve  feet,  moving  the  latter  twenty  inches  forward, 
bringing  windows,  floors,  halls,  and  the  solid  granite  ashler  in  each 
to  perfect  horizontal  lines  with  the  other,  making,  every  way,  one 
building  out  of  the  two,  was  both  a  delicate  and  difficult  undertaking. 
As  this  seemed  the  only  safe  alternative,  contracts  were  immediately 
made  by  the  architects,  Messrs.  Cummings  &  Sears,  for  all  the  heavier 
work ;  and  this  has  been  performed,  generally,  quite  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  committee  in  charge.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  all 
the  friends  of  this  enterprise,  that  very  little  opportunity  was  afforded 
this  Board  for  consulting  their  tastes  or  preferences  in  style  or  deco- 
rations, or  appeals  to  the  eye,  any  way.  They  found  themselves 
pressed  between  the  two  iron  necessities  of  making  the  most  and  the 
best  of  the  possibilities  of  the  case,  or  of  abandoning  the  enterprise 
altogether.  They  chose  the  former,  and  the  result,  they  can  but  hope, 
^11  be  generally  satisfactory. 

It  was  confidently  expected  that  the  rooms  and  stores  would  be 
ready  for  occupancy  early  in  November,  surely  before  the  end  of  the 
year.     But  there  were  unexpected  delays  in  adjusting  the  old  to  the 
old,  and  the  old  to  the  new,  so  as  to  make  them  harmonize  in  the 
one  structure,  besides  an  indefinite  number  of  unforeseen,  and  so  un- 
forefended  interventions.    It  was  not  until  the  first  of  February,  1873, 
that  any  part  of  the  building  was  fit  for  occupancy.     The  close  of 
that  month  found  the  different  societies  contemplating  a  present  res- 
idence here  in  their  places,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  have  come  to 
feel  themselves  quite  at  home.    The  American  and  Woman's  Boards 
occupy  thirteen  rooms,  the  Nev;-England  Secretary  of  the  American 


Missionary  Association  two,  the  Massachusetts  Home  Missionary 
Society  two,  the  American  Peace  Society  two,  the  City  Missionaiy 
Society  one,  the  New-England  Secretary  of  the  American  Congre- 
gational Union  one,  the  Congregationalist  three,  the  Congregational 
Publishing  Society  occupies  the  comer  store  with  its  large  basement, 
and  the  New-England  Secretary  of  the  American  Seaman's  Friend 
Society  has  his  desk  there.  All  the  Congregational  benevolent  so- 
cieties, having  offices  in  Boston,  except  the  Education  Society,  are 
now  here,  found  under  one  roof,  doing  the  one  great  Christian  work 
our  churches  furnish  them  the  means  of  doing. 

The  main  building  is  now  finished,  and  the  stores  are  all  under 
rent.  The  interior  of  the  library,  to  complete  which  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  will  be  required,  has  not  been  commenced.  The 
walls,  the  windows  with  iron  shutters,  iron  doors,  iron,  brick  and 
cement  floor  are  waiting  the  anxiously  looked-for,  prayed-for,  and 
expected  receipt  of  the  sum  named  above,  to  give  us,  ere  long,  the 
best,  chiefly  because  the  most  secure,  library  building  in  New  Eng- 
land. Two  large  rooms  on  the  fourth  floor,  now  occupied  by  parts 
of  the  library,  the  large  part  of  it  being  packed  away  solid  in  the 
attic,  will  be  available  for  rent  as  soon  as  the  library  building  b 
finished.  Two  parlors  fi-onting  Beacon  Street,  on  the  second  floor, 
have  not  yet  found  the  desired  occupants.  But  it  is  believed  these 
will  soon  be  called  for,  thus  filling  the  only  vacancies  in  the  entire 
structure. 

The  directors  have  felt  themselves  justified  in  affording  the  rooms 
occupied  by  our  benevolent  societies  at  a  rental  nearly  twenty  per 
cent  below  what  would'  be  deemed  a  fair  mercantile  price.  They 
had  dared  to  hope  that  the  responses  from  the  churches  to  their 
numerous  appeals  would  have  been  such  that  these  rents  would  have 
been  scarcely  more  than  nominal. 

In  raising  funds,  either  by  new  subscriptions  or  contributions,  or 
even  the  redemption  of  pledges  relied  upon,  success  has  not  been 
equal  to  our  hopes  or  needs.  The  Fair,  which  opened  propitiously, 
and  for  which  ample  provision  had  been  carefully  made,  was  greatly 
embarrassed  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  epizootic  on  its  third  day, 
cutting  down  the  receipts  of  the  second  day  of  over  twenty-three 
hundred  dollars  to  sums  ranging  from  five  to  seven  hundred  dollars 
a  day ;  so  that  instead  of  realizing  the  full  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, as  was  reasonably  expected,  something  less  than  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  were  secured.  The  great  fire  of  November  9th  immediately 
supervening,  disabled  not  a  few  of  our  best  givers,  and  cut  down  or 
entirely  cut  off*  some  of  our  pledged  subscriptions,  and  compelled  an 


outlay  of  over  three  thousand  dollars  for  reinsurances,  and  to  pay 
assessments  on  broken  or  crippled  offices.  These  unlooked  for 
drawbacks,  together  with  a  year's  interest  on  the  two  mortgages  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  each,  general  running  expenses  for 
the  same  period,  and  "  the  thousand  and  one  "  little  things,  with 
some  not  so  little,  necessarily  incidental  to  such  an  imdertaking, 
have  given  us  a  floating  debt  of  something  over  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  for  which  it  is  necessary  now  to  provide.  This,  with  an 
equal  sum  to  complete  the  library,  shows  an  immediate  want  of  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  With  this  in  hand  all  would  be  com- 
plete and  usable,  and  paid  for  except  the  mortgages,  which  could  be 
provided  for  in  due  time. 

It  is  further  to  be  said  that  but  very  few  churches  have  contributed 
anything  during  the  past  year.     It  is  still  one  of  the  unsolved  mys- 
teries of  the  age,  how  the  ecclesiastical  descendants  of  the  Pilgrims 
anywhere,  especially  in  New-England,  and  more  especially  in  Massa- 
chusetts, can  withhold  the  small  pittance  of  one  fair  contribution  for 
this  national,  memorial,  family,  and,  confessedly,  much-needed  home. 
As  it  is  not  now  too  late  to  lend  "  the  helping  hand,"  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  two  fifths  of  all  the  Congr^^tional  churches  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  three  fifths  in  Connecticut,  and  more  than  three  fourths  in 
the  rest  of  the  coimtry  that  have,  as  yet,  given  nothing,  will  come  to 
the  rescue  even  now,  and  so  identify  themselves  with  this  every  way 
useful  and  important  undertaking.     It  is  quite  certain  that  no  similar 
object  in  behalf  of  and  by  any  other  branch  of  the  great  Christian 
household  would  be  doomed  to  receive  only  such  reluctant  and 
scanty  aid,  such  feeble  and  hesitating  co  operation ;  and  yet  not  one 
of  these  branches  so  much  needs  just  this  unif}ing,  assimilating  and 
invigorating  home  and  centre  of  influence  as  the  branch  to  which 
these  very  non-giving  churches  belong. 

The  directors  wish  to  express  most  cordial  thanks  to  the  executive 
committee,  the  treasurer,  the  officers,  attendants  and  workers  for  the 
several  tables,  and  all  the  contributors  to  the  Fair  which  was  socially 
so  eminently  and  singularly  pleasant ;  and  from  no  fault  of  theirs  did 
it  fail  of  satisfactory  financial  success. 

For  receipts  at  the  various  tables,  and  an  account  of  various  direct 
contributions,  and  siunmary  of  expenses,  see  pages  14  and  15. 

The  Library  has  received  comparatively  little  attention  except  from 
the  assistant  librarian,  who  is  continuing  the  slow  but  important  work 
of  cataloguing  the  pamphlets.  For  particulars,  see  report  of  librar)- 
committee. 

For  financial  statement,  see  treasurer's  report,  page  16.     It  should 


be  sai(i  that  of  the  eighty-one  thousand  dollars  pledged  and  in  hand  ' 
at  the  commencement  of  this  closing  year,  about  six  thousand  dollars 
have  not  been  paid  ;  upon  only  a  part  of  it  can  the  directors  confi- 
dently rely  as  ultimately  available. 

The  dedicatory  services  of  the  Congregational  House  were  held 
in  Pilgrim  Hall,  February  12,  1S73,  at  z  o'clock  p.  m.     The  principal  J 
address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  William  Ives  Budinglon,  d.  d.,  of  1 
Brooklyn,  N.  V.     Brief  remarks  were  added  by  a  number  of  distln-  1 
guished  friends.     The  address,  remarks,  prayer  of  dedication,  brief  j 
history  of  the  association,  together  with  its  charter,  constitution,  l^  ( 
laws,  and  present  officers,  have  been  printed  in  a  neat  octavo  volumfl    I 
of  one  hundred  pages,  having  the  engravings  of  the  front  elevation* 
second  floor,  and  small  map  which  appeared  sometime  since  in  the     | 
"  Congregation  all  St."    It  is  well  bound  in  cloth,  and  will  be  sold  for 
one  dollar,  and  will  be  sent  to  any  address,  postage  paid,  on  the  re- — 
ceipt  of  that  amount  by  the  corresponding  secretary.     Only  a  vay^t 
small  edition  has  been  issued. 

The  directors  wish  to  make  especial  mention  of  the  generous  antE: 
unsolicited  gifts  of  different  gentlemen,  as  follows,  vi^.,  the  beautifu"  j 
and  substantial  door  hinges,  handles,  knobs,  bolts  for  double  doors,  anc^ 
locks,  by  members  of  the  two  Congregational  churches  of  New  Rrii— » 
ain,  Ct.  j  the  fine  chandelier  in  the  librarian's  room,  together  vvi[h  (h     « 
]Kndants  and  brackets  in  the  Beacon-street  corridors,  from  Messi^K. 
Cornelius  &  Sons,  of  Philadelphia,  through  Messrs.  G.  &  C.  E^ 
Hutchins,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  the  latter  adding  the  fixtures  ancf 
putting  them  up  with  their  own  hands  ;   the  gifl  of  fifty  dollars 
towards  the  chandeliers  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  from  William  Carlton,  Esq,, 
of  Charlestown ;  and  the  gift  of  pendants,  fixtures,  and  putting  up      ! 
the  same  in  Somerset-street  corridors,  by  N,  W.  Turner,  Esq.,  (rf     | 
this  city. 

The  directors  can  but  hope  that  the  next  annual  report  will  chron- 
icle the  completion  and  occupancy  of  the  library  building,  and  the 
commencement  of  a  sinking  fund  that  will  doom  the  two  mortgages 

an  assured  extinction. 

By  order  of  the  directors. 

ISAAC   P.   LANGWORTHY, 

CorretpomSng  Stcr€larf. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  on  the  library  have  little  to  say,  except  that  the 
books  and  pamphlets,  and  other  articles  of  value  belonging  to  the 
association,  have  been  safely  removed  to  the  new  building,  where 
they  are  stored  as  suitably  and  conveniently  as  seems  possible  under 
the  circumstances. 

The  number  of  bound  volumes  is  fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty,  —  an  increase  of  fiye  hundred  and  eighty-^ight  over  last 
year.  The  numbet  of  pamphlets  added  during  the  year  is  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  seventy,  making,  it  is  estimated,  nearly  sixty 
thousand  in  all. 

Several  valuable  manuscripts  have  also  been  added  to  our  collec- 
tion during  the  year,  and  among  other  matters  of  interest,  a  portrait 
of  the  well-known  Parson  Milton,  of  Newburyport,  presented  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Long.  .  ^ 

It  is  gready  to  be  desired  that  before  another  anniversary  the  new 
library  should  be  completed,  and  our  invaluable  collections  placed 
there  in  safety  and  in  a  position  where  they  may  be  open  to  conven- 
ient consultation. 

For  the  Committee. 

HENRY   M.   DEXTER, 

Chairman, 


DONATIONS   OF  BOOKS   AND   PAMPHLETS. 

•  Vols,    Pam. 

Allen.  A.  B.,  Salem,  0 1 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester  2 

American  Board  of  CommiMionera  for  Foreign  MisBloni,  Boston     ...         37  099 

American  Peace  Society,  Boston  1 

Anderson,  Rev.  Kofus,  D.  D.,  Boston  Highlands 6  121 

Ayer,  Rev.  F  D.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Baffsett,  Rev.  E.  B.,  Warwick 1 

BUnchard.  Mrs  O.  R.  D.,  Lowell 71        1.380 

Bonney.  Rev.  N.  Or.*  Poquonock,  Ct 1 

Bowdoln  College,  Brunswick,  Me. 1 

Brigham,  Rev.  David,  Bridge  water 48 

Bruce,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  Ahroednuggur 

Borgcss,  Miss  Martha  O..  Dedham 22 

Bo«h.  Rev.  C.  P.,  d.  d..  New  York  City 

Chapin.  C  N.,  Melrose 66 

Chapman,  Rev.  F.W.,  Rocky  Hill,  Ct 3 


lO 

Volk    Fmb. 

Chmpmui,  Oto.  H.,  Saybrook,  Ct. S 

Chapmao,  Rev.  Jacob,  EUngatoii,  N.  H.        ••• 1 

Ciappy  J.  B.,  Boston 1 

Clark,  Rev.  B.  D.,  Pott  Mills,  Vt •  1 

Coffin,  A.  C,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hill,  Groton  .•••••••  S 

Congregational  Pobliihing  Society,  Boaton  •..•.•••       lOS 

Cowlei,  J.  D.,  Peacham,  Vt • 1 

Cushing,  Deacon  Andrew,  Boston         •••••.•••  1  It 

Drake,  8.  G.,  Boston ••••  S 

Dresser,  Rer.  Amos,  Llnwood,  Neb 1 

Eaton,  Rev.  J.  M.  K.,  Medfleld      ....••••.•  1 

Edwards,  Rcr.  Jonathan,  Dedham,  8  Maniucrlpta. 

Eggleston,  Rev.  N.  H.,  Enfield,  Ct 1 

Ely,  B.  W.,  Chester,  Ct. S  4 

Ely,  Mrs.  R.,  Chester,  Ct.       ..•..•••..       •  8  16 

EvarU,  Mrs. ,  Klllingworth,  bk,  2  Maanacripts S  18 

Frost.  Hon.  Ruftu,  Chelsea ••••••  4 

Giles,  Joel,  Esq.,  Boston 10 

Gibnan,  RcY.  E.  W..  New  York  City     .       • •  6 

Green.  Samuel  A.,  M.  D.,  Boston  ....•••••  8  485 

Hallock,  Rev.  William  A.,  Jamestown,  N.  T «      .       .       108  66 

Hammond,  Rev.  William  B.,  Acnshnet 1 

Hanks,  Rev.  8.  W.,  Boston,  Newspapers. 

Holmes,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Estate  of,  Jersey  City,  N.  J 108 

U<Aker,  Rev.  U.  B.,  d.  d.,  Boston         .       .       •       • 1 

Hyde,  Rev.  H.  F.,  Pomflret,  Ct II 

Ketchnm,  Rev.  Silas,  Bristol,  N.  H 88  817 

Kingman,  Abner,  Boston •         14  828 

Kirk,  Rev.  £.  N.,  D.  D.,  Boston 1 

Kyte,  Rev.  Joseph,  Alfred,  Me 1 

Long,  Mri».  A.  M.,  Chelsea,  Portrait 8 

MaasacbuDuttti  Homo  Miusionary  Society,  Boston 165 

McKcnzle,  Rev.  A.,  Cambridge 1 

Means.  Rev.  Jame«  H.,  Dorchester 11 

Merriman,  Rev.  William  K.,  Kipon,  Wis 2 

Miller,  liev.  William,  Killingworth,Ct.,  13  Mannscripts     .....  8  6T 

Newcomb,  Miss  U.  D.,  Westminster,  Vt .  7 

Packard,  Prof.  A.  8.,  Brunswick,  Me •  7 

Pardons,  Rev.  E.  O  ,  Byfield 481 

Punchard,  Uev.  George,  Boston,  Manuscripts      . 7 

Raiiie,  Canon,  York.  Kng 1 

Rice.  Rev.  C.  B.,  Danvers 1 

Rupp,  David  C.  M.,  Boston  Highlands 3 

Scotford,  Uev.  John,  Neosho  Falls,  Kan 1 

Scudder,  M.  8.,  Boston 22  415 

Shute,£ben.  Boston 1 

Silllman,  Miss  Lydia,  Chester,  Ct 1 

Stock  well.  S.N. ,  Boston 1  203 

Thacher,  Rev.  George,  D.  D.,  Iowa  City,  lo 67 

Thornton,  J.  Wlngate.  Esq.,  Boston      .......-•  1 

Tobcy.  lion.  E.  8.,  Boston , 1  2 

Wheeler.  Mrs.  M.  L.,  Burlington,  Vt. 0  101 

WUlard,  Kev.  8.  G.,  Colchester,  Ct 3 

WiM'*low,  Mrs.  Myron,  Boston 17 

Wliithrop,  Hon.  R.  C,  Boston 1 

Woods,  Samuel,  Maiden         ....•••.••.  02 


CONTRIBUTIONS   FROM   CHURCHES  AND   INDIVIDUALS. 


Mauvs. 

Amhervt,  Rev.  H.  8.  LoriDg  .  . 
Bangor,  Prof.  Wm.  M.  Ban>onr 
Bethel.  Rev.  D.  Garland  .... 
Chcrnrfield,  John  W.  Coffin  .  . 
Farmin^non.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. 
Foxcroft  and  Dover,  Cong.  Ch.  8t  See 
Garland  a  Mother  in  Israel,  by  Rev 

P.  B.Thayer 

Gllead,  Rev.  H.  Richardson 
Gorham.  Rev.  Wm.  Warren 
Kltterj-  Point  Dea.  Charles  Dancan 
Minot.  Rev.  Joseph  Smith    .  . 
bidney  Centre,  Joel  Spalding  . 
Southwest  Harbor,  Rev.  Henry  M 

Perkins  and  wife 

St.  Albans,  8  individuals 

Sumner.  East.  Herbert  A.  Ix)ring  . 

Union,  Individuals 

Waldoboro',  1st  Ch.  and  Soc.  •  •  • 
Woolwich,  Cong.  •* 
Yarmouth,  1st 


(I 


It 
•I 


Nev  Hahpbhire. 

Alstead.  New,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc, 
Bennington,  Rev.  Jas.  Holmes  .  • 
Campton,  Dea.  Wm.  G.  Brown  . 
Chester.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  •  •  • 
Clareraont,  ♦•      ••  »•       ,  ,  , 

Concord.  WePt,  "  "... 

Exeter.  Rev.  C.  P.  Osborne  .... 
Fi^herville,  Rev.  Wra.  R.  Jewett . 
Franklin,  Rev.  Wm.  T.  bavage,  D.  D 

A.  B.  Clo8»on 

Gilmantou  Centre.  Cong.  Ch.  Sc  Soc 

Hcniiiker.  Indi\'i(luals •. 

HilUboro'  Bridge.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 

JafTrt-y,  Rev.  Rufufl  Case 

Kensintrton,  Rev.  K.  D.  Eldrodge  . 
Kingston,  Rev.  Jacob  Chapman  .  . 
I^onca^ter,  Cong.  Ch.  and  8oc.  .  . 
Mason,  Rev.  Daniel  Goodwin  ... 
New  Ipswich.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  . 
Pelhani,  Cong.  Ch  and  Soc,  add*l 
I»ittj«tield.  Uev.  II.  A.  Hazen  .  .  . 
Temple,  Rev.  Geo.  Goodyear    •  . 


Vermont. 


Benson,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.    .  .  • 
Berlin,        ••        "  "... 

Brandon.    "        "  "... 

Charle!«ton.  Wes»t.  Sab.  Sch.    .   .  • 
Corinth,  In*ley  Dow  ....... 

Middlebnry,  £.  B.  M 

New  Haven,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  • 
Norwich,  *'        ♦*  •«       . 

Peachani,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Cham 

l>erlain 

Rochester,  Rev.  T.  8.  Hubbard  .  . 
"  Sarah  J.  Williams  .  .  . 

Rutland,  West,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. 


$1  00 

6  00 

1  00 

25  00 

25  80 

66  00 

10  00 

1  00 

10  00 

1  00 

10  00 

1  00 

200 

8  00 

1  00 

8  00 

12  00 

6  70 

45  05 

$219  15 


18  00 


8  00 

6  OU 

17  00 


$225  25 


$5  50 

20  UO 

11  61 

5  00 

1  00 

1  00 

11  10 

6  00 

10  00 

1  00 

1  00 

13  00 

St.Albant,  OylcsMerriU $25  00 

Stowe,  Rev.  B.  F.  Perkins 2  00 

Swanton,  O.  C.  Long 1  00 

Townsend,  West,  liev.  Daniel   H. 

Babcock •  •  •  1  65 


Mam  ACHUSETT8 . 


$115  76 


AbingtoD,  1st  Ch.  and  Soc $25  80 

»*  2d     **  "    (South), 

additional 22  60 

Adams,  North,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  .  80  00 

Amherst,  £.  S.  Snefl 10  00 

"    No.  Parish 41  00 

Arlington.  Sew.  Cir..  Individuals  .  .  8  00 

Athol,  (;ong.  Ch.  and  Soc 16  24 

Attleboro'  1st  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. 

(West)  additional 4  00 

Ayer,  Individuals •  .  8,  00 

Belmont,  Waverley,  a  friend  ....  10  00 
Berkley, Trin. Cong. Ch., Individuals,      ao  *w 

Berlin,  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Houghton    .  .  25  00 

Boston,  Shawmut  Ch.  and  ek>c. .  .  .  1,160  00 

Highland   "              "  add!  .  434  25 
"       Dorchester  2d  CV>ng.  Ch.  and 

Soc.,  additional 200  00 

"       Park  St.  Cong  Ch.  and  Soc, 

addiUonal 200  00 

"        Ezra  Fams worth,  add'l    .  .  5,000  00 

"       E.  8.  Tobcy 3.000  00 

*•       J.  O.  Tyler  &  Co 1,500  00 

"        Alpheus  Hardy 1,000  00 

"        J.  P.  Melledge 1,000  00 

"        R.  H.  StearuH.  in  part    ...  600  00 

"        Fogg.  Houghton  &  Owlidge,  600  00 

"        A.  U.  Lockwood 600  00 

"        J.  M.  linkcrton 600  00 

D.  T.Coil,  M.D 260  00 

"        Chas.  Carruth 250  00 

♦'        C.  C.  Walworth  ......  200  00 

"        Jordan,  Lovctl  it  Co.     ...  127  60 

**        Thank-offering 100  00 

**        Rev.  Geo.  Gannett 60  00 

"        J.  A.  Howard 60  00 

"        Otis  Clapp 6  00 

"        Mrs.  M.  G.  Lcavitt     ....  6  00 

"        W.  H.  Wentworth 5  00 

"        Jas.  Cooley 1  00 

*•        Albert  Barnes  Cooley    ...  1  00 

•<        Miss  Sarali  K.  Lune    ....  1  00 

Boylston,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 15  00 

Braintrec,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Waterman  .  .  1  00 
Bridgewater,    Rev.   Isaac    Dunham 

and  family 3  00 

Brookfleld,  O.  C.  Howe,  additional  .  10  00 

Sarah  E   Gilbert    ....  1  00 

Cambridgcport,  Pilgrim  Ch  and  Soc,      66  20 

••                   E.  1>.  G«x)drlch  ...  5(J0  00 

"                  Joel  W.  Fletcher  .  .  34  00 

Claremont.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  ...  7  00 

Charlestown,  Int    "  ••   in  part,    260  (Jt) 

••               Rev.  Jas.  Aiken     ...  1  00 

Chelsea,  Miss  A.  M.  Dutch 10  00 

•♦        Miss  Elizabeth  Davenport  .  5  00 

"        Miss  M.  I.  Chittenden    ...  200 

Chesterfield,  Rev.  Edward  Clarke     .  6  00 

*•             Richard  Clarke    •  .  •  •  6  00 
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CUcopee  Sd  Goof .  di.  thraogfa  its 

I'atftor $50  00  '• 

CohaMct,  2d  Coog.  Sab  Sch.  ....        9  tl 
Coleraliie,  Rev.  D  A  Strong,  add!  .       10  00  = 
MiM  Rebecca  Alkn    ...        6  00  ! 
Daarm,  let  Ch.  and  tioe^  addl    •  •       14  00  : 

Dedham.  a  friend iW\ 

UcerAeld,  Sooth.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,      IS  00  ! 
*'      Rev.  Simeoo  Miller,        3  00; 
l>afTer.  2d  Cong  Ch.  and  iktc.    ...        ft  20 

Dnxboiy.  W.,  Cong.  Ch  and  Soe.    •      20  00 
Eaftthampton,  8amoel  Willktoo  •  .  SjOOO  00 
EgranoDt,  South  lodiridaala    .  •  •      12  00  ■ 
Enlleld.  Robert  M.  Woods  .      ...      2S  00  ; 

FItchbarg  MIm  Charlotte  Cowdin   •        ft  00  : 
FraDklin,  Dari*  Thaj-er    ......  IjOOO  00  ' 

Great  Barrlngtoa,  Ut  Cong.  Ch.  and  t 

Soc S  Oft  I 

OreeDwich,  If ra  L  A.  T.  Paneffoy,        1  00 

Harrard.  Lake  Tollard 1  00 

Hawley.  Eaatt ftOOj 

Hliudale.  Rev.  Ephrafan  FUnt  •  •  •        2  00  I 
Holland,  Cong.  Ch.  and  cJoe.  ....        ft  00  { 
Hantingion,  ul  Coog.  Ch  and  Soe.  .        ft  00 
Hyde  Park  Cong.  Ch.  and  t<oe.  ...      10  10  i 
"        Mn.  Diana  Crvbora    •.      20  00 
**        Mn.  Sarah  B.  Crebora  .        ft  00 

*<        David  B.  VtttM ft  00 

Lavrenee.  a  Friend •        200 

LoweU.  Kirk  St.  Ch.  and  Soc  ...     110  00 

Lynn,  d.  M.  Bobler IfiOO  00 

'*      Rev.  J.  R.  Danfonh 1  00 

•'      Mra.  Siuan  T.  HIU 1  00 

••      RichardTolU 100 

I^mnfield.  Rer.  OliTer  P.  Emeraon  •  8  00 
lUoelleld,  Cong.  Cli.  and  Soe.  ...  19  M 
Mariboro'  Un.       -  ••     addt,        2  00 

Medfurd,    MiM    Loidaa   Stinchlleld 

(prer.  rec'd  $106) 25  00 

MelroM.*,  Cotig.  Ch  and  Soc.   ....     31500 

Sab.  Sch 100  00 

Mlllbary,  2d  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soe.   .  .       50  00 

Mon«on,  A.  W.  Forter 500  00 

•*        ludividuaU 2  00 

^atlck.  Raw  S,  W.  Sheldon  ....        2  UO 

X««dhani.  Grantvjlh?,  add! 15  00 

Skw  Braintree.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .  8  00 
Xewbury,  Byfteld, "     "  »*     .       17  60 

Rev.  E.  O.  Par- 

•onji 1500 

Nev  Marlborough.  Mill  River  Cong  , 

Ch.  and  tkn;. •        850 

SiswUjn,  Ut  Ch  aiid  Soc..  aadl    .  .     270  00 

EUot  Ch.  and  Soc 4,290  50 

^       Xcwtouvillc.  Cen.  Ch.  and 

Soc 146  70 

Northampton,  l«t  Ch.  and  Soc. ...       82  60 

^orthUjfr  Ev.  Ch  friends '2b  W 

Xortb^ridifff.  lilt Cli..  balance.  ...         700 
*'        wniitinnvlUe,  Geo.  Croick- 

fibatilu 5  00 

Xorth  Bridircvater,  Porter  Ev.  Cb. 

and  Boc.,  addl 32  00 

Oxford,  Cong  Cb.  and  Soc 00  00 

10  00 

62  19 

14  56 
25  00 

63  00 

15  00 
1  00 

40  00 


Somhbrfdge,  Mra.  L.  C.  Bwtft 
Sooth  HadW.latCh.aiid  tee.  .  •  • 
Taunton,  WliMlow  **  *•     •  .  . 

Eaat,  Et.  CoBg.  Cb.  k  Soe. 
limUn 


**  MiaaAhBlim 
Topafield,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soe.  .  •  • 
Towmend.  Rer.  G.  H  Mona  .... 
"WakcAeld.  Saidie  H.  Noicraaa  •  •  • 
Walpole.  Coog.  ch.  and  Soe. .  •  •  • 

Waiv,  Mr.  8m» 

WaUfftown,  J.  H.  Cbnant 

Wellflect,  Brv.  Saml  Fiidiley  .... 
Wert  Boylaion,  Oong.  Ch.  and  8oe. 
West  Brookfield  a  few  fHenda ... 
Weatferd,  Rer.  E.  B.  HodfBMn  •  • 
West  Xewbaiy,  2d  Ch.  and  Soe.  •  • 
Weatport.  Mra.  Uaae  Hieka  .  •  •  • 
West  Rozbnry,  Jamaiea  Plidn,  Oea. 

Ch.  and  coe 

Werinoiith.  Un.  Ch.  and  feoe.  (Sovth), 

Wubraham,  Indivldaala 

WilmingUm,  Coog.  Ch.  and  Soe.  •  • 
Wincheater,  Joeeph  H.  Tjfler    •  •  • 

Wobom,  litCh  and  Soe. 

Woceeater,  Old  Sooih  Ch.,  a  Mend  • 
•«  Miaa.  Chap.  •«       .  .  •  • 

"  A.  J.  Boutwell^.  .  ,  .  . 

Mn.  Gfeo.  M.  Plane    •  . 


$17  00 

100 

ftOO 

son 

TOO 

100 

2B00 

10  00 

100 

UOl 

109  09 

12  00 

200 

UfO 

609 

109 

10  00 

ftOO 

100  00 

1109 

9i9 

U99 

29  00 

•( 


ftOO 
ftOO 
200 
100 


$99,197  19 


HbODS  ISULITD. 


Briaiol,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soe.,  addl.  •  $50  01 
Provldenoe.  Cm.  Ch.  and  Soc,  Indl- 

vidnala 5Sft  01 

Providence,  Efanwood  Ch.  and  Soe., 

Individoala 500 

Providence,  Hon.  A.  C.  Barstow  •  .  1,000  00 

Ktfv.  David  Sbvpiey   .  .  3  00 

MbM  Xancy  Mar»h  ...  "  -^ 


t« 


1  00 


$1,584  CO 


COmfSCTTCCT. 


II 


Pax  too. 

PiiUd'rld,  l»t 

Rayribau,  Coog.  Ch.  and  Poc.   •  • 
**  *•      Sab.  Sch 

RA>ading.  Old  ryjuth  Ch.  and'  Soc. ! 
«54fth<*»daHab  Sch. .  .   . 

R^^-i'rc,  yiri!  M   L.  Dewing    .  .  . 

H^jt-k^jrt.  l«l  Ch.  aiid  Soc 

Salem,  Tab.  Ch.  aiid  Soc 43  09 

**      Cat/t  'iobij   Bertram    ....  1,000  00 
"      A\tr*t4  ViMtr 1  00 

'Baiidwlch,  iudividualt T  50 

H««k<^fik,  "*  25  00 

SheflUJd,  Jtev.  MaMO  Xoble,  Jr.   .  .        5  00 


Bethlehem.  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Bank*  .  .  $2  00 

Bolton,  lira.  Maria  D.  Moore  ....  1  00 

Bridgeport,  Park  M  Cb.  and  Soc.  •  40  00 

Bri«tol,  Rev.  L.  Griggs,  D.D 1  OO 

Canton,  Collin«viiIe,  Cong.  Ch.  and 

Soc,  add! 5  00 

Chester.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 5i  70 

Clinton,      *»       •«             •'.,...  11 00 

Colchester,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  ...  144  55 

Cornwall,  North,  Benev.  A»»*n  ...  11  vO 

Danbury,  Iwt  Ch.,  Individuals    ...  5  UO 

Hev.  D.  A.  Ka«ton  ....  1  (lO 

East  Hartford,  Individuals 5  00 

Emcx,  Centrebrook,  Ucv.  J.  B.  Stod- 
dard    500 

Fairfield,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc 53  00 

**        Southport,  Cong.  Cb.  and 

Soc 190  00 

Fannington,  Unionvllle,  Cong.  Ch. 

and  Soc 11  18 

QIastonbury.  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc. .  .  108  04 

'«               Fn-di  rick  Welles ...  25  00 
**              Buckiiigfaam,Cong  Ch. 

and  Soc »  4  00 

Oreenwicb,  2d  Ch.  and  Soc.,  addl    •  94  70 

Hartford,  a  few  iricud^ 26  00 

**         Geo.  W.  Koot &  00 

**         Mrs.  .\bignil  K.  Stone    .  .  1  00 

"        C}-rus  Stone 1  00 

Killingly,  South,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.,  3  58 

Killingworth,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .  .  17  70 


r 
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Lcbanoii,  Ootig.  Ch.  and  Soe $60  81 

*'       Oosben  Society 18  00 

'*       Re¥.  John  Avery S  00 

If Iddletown,  1st  Cb^  IndiTidaali  .  .  82  00 

KMigatQck.  Ooog.  Co.  and  Soo.  •  •  •  87  66 

New  Britain,  So.  Ch.  and  Soo.  ...  87  67 

Kew  Haren,  Ber.  L.  Bacon,  D.  D.    •  10  00 

New  London,  lat  Ch.  and  Soo.  •  •  .  101  66 

II         II         2d   "            *'      •  •  •  818  86 

Kew  If  Ulbrd,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Boo. .  •  184  76 

Norfolk.             "       "            "     .  .  40  00 

Old  Saybrook.  **       *•            <«     .  •  88  34 

Phdnfield,  Ber.  B.  F.  Northrop  •  •  •  1  00 
Flymonth,  Thomaaton,  Cong.  Ch. 

and  Soc 64  64 

Pttnfret,  AUngton,  Cong.  Oh.  and 

Soc 8  00 

Preaton,  Cong.  Ch  and  Soc.  •  •  •  •  81  00 

Rcddins.  •<  <«  «•  ....  6  80 
Saybro^  Deep  Rlrer,  Cong.  Ch. 

and  Soe.  •.•.•..•••.•  3080 

Stafford,  WeaU  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  •  4  00 

Tbcnnpaon,  Rev.  Tboa.  TaUman   •  •  6  00 

Vernon,  Bockville,  2d  Ch 30  00 

**  "       ReT.ailea,Peaae, 

M.  D 6  06 

«       TalcottrlDe,  Cong.  Ch.  and 

Soc 16  00 

Warren,  8  frienda  of  the  new  build- 
ing      8  00 

Wauiington,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc  •  •  4  76 
**            New  Preaton,  Rer.  Hen- 
ry Upson 10  00 

Westbrook,  Cong  Ch  and  Soo. ...  41  66 
Whiehester,  West  WInated,  Cong. 

C9i.  and  Soc. ••••  8080 

Windsor.  Misses  Harden 6  00 

Woodbnry,  Cong  Ch.  and  Soc.  •  •  •  4  00 

North  "            *•    .  .  .  17  86 

Woodstock,  Bev.  N.  Beach .  •  .  .  •  6  00 

$1,897  84 
New  Tobk. 

Bethel,  Welsh  Ch $2  00 

Brentwood,  E.  F.  Richardson  •  .  .  2  00 
Brooklvoy  Clinton  Ay.  Ch.  and  Soc. 

add*r 150  00 

Brooklyn.  Rev.  W.  H.  Whlttemore .  6  00 

Camden.  Cong  Ch.  and  Soc 11  00 

Flovd.  M'elsb  Ch •  •  •  2  00 

Maarid.  out  station 4  00 

Ifaasena.  Levi  8.  Steams 10  00 

Miller's  Place.  Rev.  Aaron  Snow  .  .  1  00 
New  York  city.  Broad.  Tab.  Ch.  and 

Soc 256  78 

New  York  city,  Chas.  L.  Mead  ...  60  00 

Osweffo.  Conp  Ch.  and  Soc 42  87 

Oxford,  Mins  Sophia  Glover    •  •  •  .  1  17 

Bemsen.  Welch  Ch 4  00 

Byracnse,  Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  D.  D.  6  00 

tJtica,  1st  Cong.  Ch 7  00 

$663  82 
New  JZRflET. 

Orange,  Trln.  Cong.  Ch $10  00 


PEinfSTIiVAlfIA* 

Ebensbnnif .  Rev.  T.  R.  Jones  .  •  •  .  $1  00 

Philadelphia,  Pen.  Ch.  and  Soc.   .  .  80  00 

Jas.  Smith 100  00 


It 


i« 

seU 


Mrs.  Augusta  E.  Rub- 


1  00 
$182  00 


DitTBXCT  OP  COLUMBLA.. 

Waahlngton  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soo.    •  •    $67  OS 

Sooth  Cabouha. 
Beaufort,  John  Conant $26  00 

QmomaiA, 
Atlanta,  B«v.  C.  W.  Franda  .  •  •  •      $0  00 

Alabama. 

Athena,  1st  Ch.  and  Soc $8  60 

Marion,  •*    *•  " 6  60 

$0  00 
Misnasirpi. 

Hamilton,  Cong.  Ch •      $1  00 

Temnesseb. 
NaahviUe,  Un.  Ch.  and  Soo $10  00 

Kebtuckt. 
Camp  Nelson,  Ch.  of  Chriat   .  .  •  •      $6  00 

Ohio. 


Charlestown,  Rev.  Hinds  Smith    •  • 

Mantua.  2  ch.  members 

Randolph,  W.  O.  Dickinson   •  .  .  . 

Tallmadge,  Benev.  Soc.  (of  which 

fhHn  Itev.  Chaa.  Cutler,  $16}  •  •  • 


Illinois. 


Chicago,  Rev.  Wm.  Patton,  D.  D. 

"       Mti*.  Comings 

"       Rev.  O.  S.  F.  Savage  . 
"       K.A.Burnell 


Danvers,  Rev.  H.  D.  Piatt  .  .  . 
Oalesburg,  Ist  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soo 
Lisbon,  Rev.  A.  WT  Curtis  .  .  • 
Morrison  Rev.  E.  G.  Smith  .  • 
Ontario,  Rev.  H.  M.  Tupper  .  . 
Providence,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. 
Springfield,  1st 


II 


li 


$1  00 

2  00 

600 

22  27 

$81  27 

$S2  00 

16  00 

2  00 

1  00 

1  00 

82  00 

55 

600 

1  oo 

13  00 

74  70 

$177  25 


MiCHIOAK. 


Allegan,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  •  • 
Battle  Creek,  Rev.  J.  Mailo  .  . 
Detroit,  M.  J.  Mossingcr  .... 
Mattawan,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  • 
Port  Sanilac,  Rev.  Daniel  Bemey 


WiaCONBIH. 

Appleton,  Rev. Edward  Ebbs  . 
Arena,  Rev.  D.  M.  Jones  .  .  • 
Beloit,  Rev.  A.L.  Cbapin  .. 
Bristol,  Rev.  Thos.GiUcspie  . 


$4  00 

1  00 

2  00 
6  00 
1  00 

113  00 

$1  00 
500 

10  00 
5  00 

H 


Delavan.  Cong.  Sab.  Sch $5  00 

£a0t  Troy,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. ...  3  03 

Fond  du  Lac, "       "            "...  84  72 
*'           •»     Rev.  F.  B.  Doe   and 

family  ....•...•••••.  600 

KenoKha,  Ist  Ch.  and  Boc 7  00 

Koyalton,  Rev.  M.  L.  Eautman  ...  1  00 

Btougfaton,  Rev.  K.  Sewell I  00 


MINNEHOTA. 

Hutchinnon,  Rev.  8.  R.  Butler  .  .  . 
Norlhlield,  R<*v.  Ja».  II.  Strong  .  .  . 
Prairievllle.  Ea«t,  Rev.  L  O.Gilbert, 
Wasioja,  Rev.  Chaa.  bhedd 


•77  76 


$1  00 
6  00 

2  00 

3  00 

$11  00 


Iowa. 

College  Springs.  Rev.  D  R.  Barker,  $1  00 

Council  BluffB.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  .  10  00 

Danville,  Kev.  E.  P.  Smith 3  00 

Decoroh.  Rev.  E.Adams 100 

Fairfax,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 7  05 

Olenwood.  Rev.  L.  S.  Williams  and 

wife 2  00 

Kellogg.  Kev.  Richard  HaBscll   ...  1  00 

Mancheiiter.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.    .  •  6  00 

Marhhalltown, ««       "             •*    .   .  .  7  16 

New  Hampton,  Rev.  Thos.  Bayne    •  1  00 


Missouri. 

Brookfield.  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc. .  •  . 
Laclede,  Rov.  E.  D.  Seward  .... 
Neosho,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc 


Kansas. 

Junction  City,  Rev.  Tsanc  Jacobus  .  • 
MunhatUui,  Cong.  Ch.  and  boc. .  .  . 


NEBRA8KA. 

Colurnhnff,  Cash 

Jalai)a,  Rev.  Thomas  Pugh 

Santeu  Agency,  Rov.  A.  L.  Riggs  ,  • 


$39  ao 


$7  00 
6  00 
6  00 

$17  00 


$2  00 
3  40 

$5  40 


$2  00 
1  00 
5  00 

$8  00 


CAIJTORiriA. 

Antioch,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soo.  •  •  •  •  $2  SO 

Benicia.  Rev.  W.  L.  Jones 3  SS 

San  FrandsoOi  Rev.  J.  Rowell  .  •  •  10  00 

*•                Rev.  J.  H.  Warren   .  I  IS 

$16  80 

MiSCELUklfEOUS. 

Ahmednnggar,  India,   Rev.  H.  J. 

Bruce $Si  00 

Constantinople,  Rev.BC.H.Hitchoock,  6  00 

Eaton,  P.  Q.,  S.  A.  Ilurd S  70 

Erzroom,  Turkey,  Rev.  J.  E.  Pierce,  6  00 

Two  fHends 360 

Medal  Money 870  34 

PamphleU  ••... 100 

$418  04 

SUXMART. 

Maine $219  16 

New  Hampshire ••••  226  26 

Vermont •.••••  116  70 

MassachusetU 30,167  80 

Rhode  Island 1.664  00 

Connecticut ,  1,807  84 

New  York 661  81 

New  Jersey 10  00 

Pennsylvania •  188  00 

District  of  Columbia »  67  01 

South  Carolina •  1600 

Georgia ...•••  900 

Alabama • 900 

Mississippi 100 

Tennessee 10  00 

Kentucky 600 

Ohio      81  27 

Illinois 177  25 

Michigan     13  00 

WiHconnin 77  75 

Miiineiiota 11  00 

Iowa 39  20 

MiH^ouri 17  00 

Kuntias 640 

Nebraska 8  00 

California 16  80 

Miscellaneous 418  04 

$36,825  03 


RECEIPTS   OF  THE   CONGREGATIONAL  FAIR. 


TABLES  I.  Coufectionorj',  $174.75.  II.  Cottage  Street,  Dorchester,  $256.31.  Ill,  New- 
ton. $503.00.  IV.  South  Ronton,  $952.85.  V.  Mt.  Vernon,  $708.80.  VI.  Wlnthrop  Church, 
CliarU'Htown,  $426.08.  VII.  Frainingham,  $344.64,  VIII  Union,  $1,2-24.60.  IX.  Shawmut, 
$yi6.61.  X.  Cbolt«ea,  $816.35.  XI.  Cake,  $182.92.  XII.  1st  Parish,  Cliarle«town,  $497  75. 
XIII.  DorcliCHtcr,  $792.84.  XIV.  Xcwburj'port,  $369.60.  XV.  Donation,  $290.83.  XVI. 
l.ynn  and  Swainpscott,  $615  16.  XVII.  CambridKC  and  Arlinpton,  $438.32.  XVIII.  Chil- 
dren's.  $176.05.  XIX  &  XX.  lliKblands.  $1,059.12.  XXI.  Park  Street,  $1,322.16.  XXII. 
W'oburn,  $316.97.  XXIII.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin,  $110.17.  XXIV.  Flower,  $549.80.  XXVI. 
Fruit,  $85.60.  XXVII.  RoPtaurant,  $1,210.5').  Door,  $1,509.79.  Sccreturj-'s  desk,  $377.96. 
Ilat  and  Coat  room,  $51.02.    Total,  $16,346.04. 
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DONATIONS   AND   TICKETS   SOLD. 


Amesbnry  and  Salisbury  HillB,  Cong. 

8oc $32  00 

Amherst,  Miss  Mary  Cooper  ....  5  00 

Amherst.  N.  H..  Bev.  Wm. Clark  •  .  10  00 

Aebby.  Rev  J.  M.  Bacon 2  00 

Ashland.  Neb.,  Ladies  of  Cons.  Ch. .  8  50 
Boston.  Maverick  Ch.,  cash,  f  146  26, 

tickets  sold.  $65  00 210  25 

Boston  Mrs.  Fox 4  00 

**      Misses  Ryder 4  00 

"      Rev.  Geo.  Pnnchard  ....  2  00 

Brlfrhton,  tickets  sold 25  00 

Probkline.  ladies  of  Harvard  Ch.  •  .  150  00 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  Rev.  Wm.  McKay,  1  00 

Cambridiy^,  Mrs.  Hamlctt 1  00 

Canterbury.  Del.,  C.  A.  Boynton  .  •  1  00 

Castleton.  vt..  Rev.  Lewis  Francis  .  5  00 

Centreville.  Conjf.  Ch.   .  , IQ  00 

Chekea,  Misses  Brooks 10  00 

•*       Miss  M.  I.  Chittenden  ...  1  00 

**       Miss  Eddy,  tickeU  sold  .  .  23  75 

Concord  N.  H,UtCh 56  00 

Dedhara   ladies  of  Allin   Ev.  8oc., 

cash.  $72  00.  tickets  sold,  $66  00,  138  00 

E  Andover,  N.  U.,  Individuals   .  •  5  00 

E  Haddam,  Ct.,                 *•            .  •  7  00 

£.  Hampton,  Ct.,               **            .  •  1  50 

Ekonk.  Ct..  Rev.  Joseph  Ayer  ...  10  00 

Fitchburg,  RoUstone  Ch 100  00 

"           Lady 1  00 

Francestown,  N.  H.,  ladies  of  Cong. 

6oc 18  87 

Franklin.  Cong.  Soc 66  00 

Oranbv.  Rev.  K.  Emerson 1  OO 

Hallowell,  Me..  Cong.  Ch 10  00 

Hamilton,  Mo..  Rev.  Oeo.  O.  Perkins,  1  00 

Hartford.  Ct.,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Gilbert,  6  00 
Haverhill.  Centre  Ch,  cash,  $40  00, 

tickets  sold.  $20  00 60  00 

Haverhill,  North  Ch ..  Young  Ladies,  60  00 

Holliitton,  tickets  sold 10  00 

Hyde  Park,  D.  B.  Fitts 5  00 

Kalamazoo,    Mich.,    Rev.  Jonathan* 

Crane «.  100 

Keene.  N.  H..  Ladies  of  2d  Ch.    .  .  10  07 

Lawrence.  Eliot  Ch.  Sab.  Bch.   ...  20  00 

**          Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Russell  .  .  25  00 

Lexinfifton.  tickets  sold  • 7  60 

Lowell.  High  St.  Ch 100  00 

**     Mn.  C.  B.  D.  Blanchard  .  .  10  00 


Marblehead,  Rev.  E.  A.  Lawrence  .  $5  00 

Marlon,  a  Friend 6  00 

Marshfield.  Miss  Esther  Sampson  .  .  5  00 

Medway,  Rev.  D.  Sanford  «  .  .  .  .  2  00 

"        West.  Cong.  Ch 12  09 

Melrose,  Ladles  of  Cong  Ch 23  60 

Milford.  Ct..  Sew.  Soc.  of  1st  Ch. .  .  30  00 

New  Ipswich.  N.  H.,  Children's  Fair,  2  00 

Norwood,  tickets  sold 2  50 

Parsippany,  N.  J.,  Rev.  C.  C.  Parker,  6  00 

Princeton,  a  Friend 1  26 

Reading,  Old  South  Ch.,cash,50  cts; 

tickets  sold.  $14  00 14  50 

Rochester,  N  H.,  Miss  Mary  Knight,  2  00 

Rushford,  Minn..  Rev.  W.  W.  SneU,  50 

Salem,  South  Ch 106  00 

Springfield,  Rev.  S.  G.  Buckingham, 

Stafford  Springs.  Ct.,  Rev.  W.  S. 

Hawkes  and  wife 5  00 

Stamford,  Ct ,  Ist  Cong.  Ch 58  40 

Swampscott,  C.  A.  Torrey 20  00 

Taunton,  Broadway  Ch •  1  00 

**        Winslow  Ch 9  00 

Truro,  Cong.  Ch 10  00 

Union  Grove,  Wis.,  Rev.  Jas.  Watts,  1  00 

Wakefield.  Cong.  Ch 140  00 

Walpole.  Mrs.  Stetson 2  00 

WaHham,  2  Ladies 2  00 

Wellfieet.  Young  Ladies  of  1st  Ch.  .  77  60 

Whitinsville,  Friends 10  OO 

Williarastown,  Rev.  Mark  Hopkins, 

D.  D 10  00 

Winchendon,  North  Ch 36  31 

Winchester,  cash,   $176  00;  tickets 

sold,  $34  00 210  00 

Worcester,  Dea.  Lewis  Chapin  and 

wife 500 

Friend  of  his  country 10  00 

*'                                 50  00 

"                                  12  00 

"                                  5  00 

$2,144  99 

Total  receipts $  18,491  63 

'*     expenses 8,662  19 

■     $14,929  44 


MEMORANDUM. 

Due  by  the  Association  -7 

Notes  payable  for  money  borrowed    .        • 
Notes  pavable  for  work  and  materials 
Unsettled  bills  for  alterations  and  repairs  esti- 
mated at  ••«.... 


Less  five  ^1,000  Michigan  &  Lake  Shore  Railroad 

Bonds  at  75  per  cent 

Cash  on  hard      ••..«.. 


$i6,cxx)  00 
22,814  29 

4- 546  00 


3.750  00 
1,030  83 


There  are  also  pledges  still  unpaid  amounting  to  $6,000, 


$43*360  29 

4.780  83 
$38,579  46 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OP  THE 

^meruaii  Congregational  ^ssnthition. 


COMMOXWEALTU  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Jn  the  Year   One  Thouaand  Eiffht  Hundretl  and  Ff/tf-Fonr, 

Am  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Congregntlonal  Library  AftHoclatlon,  at  Boston. 

Be  ft  tnacteii  If/  tJu  Senate  and  IIohm  of  Jlepreteutatives  in  General  Court  assenibledf  and  b§ 
ike  autkority  of  the  $ame^  aa  follow*  .•  — 

8ECTIO21I.  Rufus  Anderion,  Jo^oph  8.  Clark.  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  a«if>ociatefl  and  i>uc> 
eeMom,  ar«  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  numo  of  the  Congregational  library  Annociation 
at  Boaton,  for  the  purpose  of  catabliAhing  and  pvrpctu:iiing  a  library  of  tbe  rcltgiuus  hidtory 
and  literature  of  New  Kiigland,  and  for  the  crecti'^n  of  a  suitablu  buildini;  fur  the  iiccommoda* 
tion  of  the  vame,  and  fur  the  umo  of  charitable  socletica;  with  all  the  jiowrnt  and  privlli*gu8,  and 
■objectto  all  tho  duties,  re«^rlctioD«,  and  liabililies  set  forth  in  the  furty •fourth  chapter  of  the 
ItedMrd  StMlutcii. 

c^CCTioN  2.  Snid  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for 
the  piirpoites  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  wholi;,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
■and  dollars,  the  income  whereof  bhall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes. 

[Approved  by  the  (lovernor,  April  12, 1854. 


COITMONWEALTH  OP  MASdACQUSETTd. 
Jn  the  Tear  One  Thouaand  FAght  Hundred  and  Fifty- Six. 

A.H  Act  to  aathorizo  the  Congregational  Library  Association  of  Boston  to  hold  additional  real 

and  personal  estate. 
Be  it  enacted^  elc,  aa  followa  t  — 

Secttojc  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold 
real  and  personal  fsstatc  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  In  additiun  to 
the  amount  thai  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  liy  law  to  hold ;  provided,  that  no  pirt  of 
ftat'i  amouni  shall  be  inv.-stcd  in  real  cst'ite,  except  in  the  purclitisc  of  a  sui'abic  site,  uimI  the 
ervctlim  or  preparation  of  a  sultablebuilding,  to  bo  used  for  the  purposes  of  said  corpor.ttlun, 
AS  piet  forth  in  ine  act  of  incorporation  passed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eighteen  buuUrcd  and 
fifty-four. 

SlCtiox  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  21, 1856. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

in  the   Tear  One  Thouaand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-Four, 
As  Act  concerning  the  Congregational  Library  Association. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  aa  followa  t  — 

Hection  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  Its  name, 
and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Coiigregzitional  Assoclution. 

s<FcriO!«  2.  In  addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  gninted  8ai<l  corporation,  it  is  hen-by  au* 
thorlzed  to  do  such  acts  a«  may  promote  tho  interest  of  Congregatianal  churches;  by  nul>li«hini< 
Vi  rk*;  by  furnishing  llbrariea  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parlshe.<t,  churches,  and  Sabbath  schooU; 
by  proinoiln<  friendly  intercourse  and  cooperation  among  Congregaliunal  ministers  and  churches, 
ana  with  othvr  denominations;  and  by  euUecting  and  disbursing  funds  for  the  above  obJeciH. 

HLi:Ti05  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  piissago. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10, 1864. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thouaand  Eight  Hundred  awl  Seventy-One, 

All  Act  to  authorize  the  American  CoDgrogational  Association  to  hold  additional  real  and  per> 

•onal  estate. 
Be  it  rnneted,  etc.,  aa  foUowa  t  — 

fiTCTtoy  1.  The  American  Congregational  Association,  at  Boston.  Is  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  tho  amount  uf  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addi* 
tion  to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold. 

SECTiosf  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Gt>vemor,  Feb.  24, 1871. 
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TWENTY-riRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


'r 


DIRECTORS 


OF   THB 


^memun  djottjgri^igatiottal  ^ssodation, 


Presented  Mat  26,  1874. 


BOSTON: 
AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION, 

COKGBEOATIONAL   HoUSE. 
1874. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art.  I     The  nnnu*  of  Uii*  )»o«ly  «hall  bo  the  Ameiiican  Con-<;kggational  Ai«j»ociatio?i. 

Aim*.  II.  Tlu"  cibjoct  of  iMm  A^H'tciation  sliill  hv  to  HiTun;  Um»  orcciion,  In  tlic  City  of  BoMon, 
of  a  <'(>N(iiif:(:ATiONAL  iloi  sK  lor  thf  iiiei'tingri  of  tlie  body,  the  :iccoinniodatioii  of  S'»  library, 
am]  for  thf  furtneinnri'  of  its  gi>ii«  ml  )iurpoi«iri;  to  fount! 'and  pcrpi  liiiitf  a  libuiry  of  Itook*, 
|>:unpbk'lH,  a-  d  n  nniisrrlptN,  and  a  (■<  lU'Ction  of  portrniH  and  rcli>-M  of  the  pant;  and  lo  do  what* 
fvcr  flrte—  witlihi  the  limits  of  in  cliartcr — «b:ill  hoivi;  to  illu^trato  Oongrt'gationial  history  aud 
promote  the  u;cneral  intere^^tri  of  tlie  Congroj^lional  churi-lKH. 

.Nut.  III.  Thii*  AtiKorhitbin  HbnII  be  couip -Bed  of  mfinbers  of  Orthodox  Coi  grcgatnnal 
chiirchex,  p.iying  each  onn  dolbir,  or  more,  into  itn  Treasury. 

Art  IV.  The  ofllorn*  of  this  A»-froei  iiion  Kball  be  a  rrpchlcnt,  huHi  a  number  of  Vice-Prcsl- 
de  'ts  ])ri  the  .AHhoci  iiloii  may  fr<im  year  to  .>ear  eb'et,  a  <'orre!»|M>iidin|paud  Keeorditi^  Hecretar}', 
a  Librarian,  Trf:ifnrer,  AfrtiHtaut  Tre."u«urt'r,  and  an  Audit  -r.  Thohc  r^ecretaiiei*.  IJbrarian  a-id 
Trea^Ull■r,  with  fonrt<  cti  other;<,  Hlall  be  a  It>ard  of  i)ireetor«>,  el  arf^il  i^iitb  the  general  intt-r- 
e-tti  of  the  AK^ooi.itiim,  tlve  of  whom  Hliall  i-onstitute  a  quorum  fur  the  traiiMi.-tion  of  buainei»*. 
TbcHv  ollleor«i  i!>lia]l  be  iho'^en  by  ballot*  at  the  A'inual  ^eetiriKH. 

Art.  V.  Thr  Annual  Mi-J'tings  for  the  ehoieeof  olliceri*,  a-irl  for  other  buieJncM)  anpntoriatc 
to  HUcli  meetiuL'H,  Hhall  In-  hel<i  in  lioHton,  on  Tue^day  preceding  the  lH»t  Wediu>d  ;y  in  May,  in 
earb  yi-ar,  at  twelve  o'cloek,  M.  8prelal  meolini;?»  may  lie  calle-l  at  anj*  time  by  Uic  Hoard  of 
Dirceiorri.  Tlie  Annual  and  all  hpccial  meetii.uit  miiftt  be  caie<l  liy  publinhod  notice  in  the 
Orthodox  Coii^reg.itional  weekly  uiWhp.'tperti  of  liOHloh,  at  IfAxt  one  week  prwiouijt. 

Art.  VI.  Thl«  Tor  Rtitutlon  may  be  alt<'red  at  any  Annual  M(H.'ting  by  a  vote  of  two-thirdfl  of 
the  member)*  prertent,  jiulilic  notice  haviiiK  bei-n  ^iven  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  alteration 
in  the  call  for  the  nui'ting;  but  the  thirtt  artiK-ir  ^haii  be  unalterable. 


BY-LAWS. 

Art.  I.  The  "x-  rcl-e*  of  the  .\nnual  Meetini;  shidi  bo  prayer,  hearlni;  tlie  report  of  the 
l^iri'  toTH  an<l  otiu'i-  nHiri-ri  bsivin:*  rcijort"*  tn  make,  action  upon  the  ^am(^  the  election  of 
oHU'er!-,  iinil  the  prrfirmanrc  of  «ni'b  other  bii^inesn  an  ^hall  properly  come  bifurc  tlie  meeting. 

Aut.  II.  Tlu- J>irf«'t'ir- nIkjII  pn-MMilu- tln-lr  own  time-*  of  merlln(^,  as  their  judi»inent  of  the 
lii'Hi  iiit«r«-'-t- <ir  tin-  A-fin-ii»lioii  ni  ly  -!ijrirf!«t,  and  tin-  nietho>l  of  callin;;  tin;  ham  e.  A  U  their 
nu•l■tlul;^ -ball  Im- iiiu' n-.l  uitli  iirayt-r.  Tln-y  Hhall  also  bav.-  power  l->  appoint  an«l  order  any 
piiblif  mcntiiii;  "f  the  A^-^»^•iatiliM  tor  aniiiverna'y  jmrposo^,  whii:b  they  may  think  til. 

Art  III.  .\t  the  tir-t  l)ir«  efurV  meetiiiL'  after  lln-lr  appointment,  a  chairman  shall  be  olioxi'n 
]>y  ballot,  and  a  linoK'c  (.'ouiniiiii-  ■  ainl  l,il>rary  Coiinnlttee  by  nomination  (each  of  thr<>e  niein> 
b  r^  ,  to -I  rve  re-p^iiively  lor  the  year.  liuiiMdiaicly  af.cr  tie  opeiini;  of  i-acb  iro.'el)iij£  the 
minu'en  of  ibe  |i!e\ioiiH  lueeiit)*;  -liall  be  read,  and  a  oo«ket  of  businex^  prepared  by  tin*  iTmri-- 
^]>oiidinir  Seivi.t.iry  a'rd  Librarian,  i>ball  Ik-  prcM  ntcd  lo  the  ]>oard  for  action,  lo'  wliieli  any 
nieniber  ni.iy  a«bl  other  itenir.. 

Art.  1\'.  The  Direetuis  >ball  njike  a  report  of  their  dol- ps  f»r  the  je'ir  at  each  Annual 
Meeilni,' of  till-  A--i>ci:iiioii,  and  .siiir^'.-hi  -ijeb  me:i..iirc?>  for  the  action  of  the  body  a<«  inthiir 
judijtm'Mt  jt-'  Welfare  reijuire-*. 

Aur.  V.    The  ('orri'i-i»ondiiii,'  Secretary  >liall  di-ohari;i'  the  duties  ordinarily  beb*nging  to  that 

(iHii'e. 

.\kt.  VI.  The  Ki  .-or-lnii:  Serntaiy  i^ball  make  a  full  reeord  of  wha'evrr  busluifsn  i*  tran*. 
.-u-ud  ill  :b«-  nil.  tiii:4-,  ImiIIi  nf  tin'  A-.-'ei  lion  and  of  the  Hoard  of  Direclorii,  in  a  book  provided 
f'lr  Iba!  piirji  i.-<-,  aii<l  k  j»t  at  the  room."*  of  tlu'  A'<-'oiiation. 

Art.  \'II.  Tin- Tre.-i-urer  ~b:dl  b.ive  ebarjre  of  all  moin-yf*  belo'itfini;  to  t'le  .V-^oiMation.  ard 
lioM  tile  f.Miie  at  ilie  ili-poj-al  .)f  the  I>ir.  itor-.  wb^)  shall  al«o  ib  li  h*  the  duties  and  r^•^»p•ln^i'•i'i- 
tiex  i.f  till-  ,\««i.-ia'it  'rr':i«-iir-  r,  -  jKiyiiiir  only  sin-b  bil  «.  a-  have  the  certilied  a|i|iriA'al  <if  at 
lea^i  iwo  rii<nibii>  (,t"  till-  Firiaiie«-  < '.iHindttee  '  lie  -ball  r«]).it  the  >tate  of  the  Tn-.-inusy  to  the 
.\>-M»'i:iU   11,  at  tin  ir  Aiiiii.al  Mi  etinir-,  and  lo  the  1  ir<i  ti»rf*   whenever  de-ired  by  tlu  m  to  do  so. 

AiiT.  \'in.  The  Librarian  .'•ball  keep  a  eiiiuji'<te  catalogue  of  all  btwiks,  )>am]>}deti4,  inanu- 
Ki.ripti  i>iri'Hli.  .d.-.  p-wtrait-,  ;iiid  otiui  :irti«le«i  of  i:iteie.-<i  iielon>;ini;  to  the  A-r^oeia  ion,  wirb 
tli«  lani"'- "if  tlii-ir  iloim:-  a:im  .\ed  :  ainl  >ball  ba\e  the  j;cneral  cbarifc  of  the  same  under  the 
Li'-r.iry  Ciiiiiniiti'-. 

Aitr  l\.  I'ri-  iuii-ly  i>  e  cb  .Xnniial  .Meeti-.j;  the  Libr.-i'y  Coinmi'.t  e  shall  examine  the  Li> 
l.-a'\  and  all  tin- jiropirty  of  the  A.-^-oeiatioii,  a:id  r«  port  li.-  coadilion  lo  the  Hoard,  wlm  nhdl 
« III-  ody  ilial  -l.ileiiieiit  ill  tli«  ir  .Vnnii.'il  Ueport. 

Art.  .\.  No  book,  p.mij»lilei,  iiiaiiu>i<*ri])t,  or  periodical,  shall  be  taken  from  the  Library 
eN'ip;  oM  sii<li  t.-  m^  and  for  -iicb  time  a?;  tlie  Library  I'oinmiltee  ^hall  jircMTibe;  in  r  rdiall 
vi-it'-r-  b"-  pirmi:tul  to  make  e\tiMct«  fr.m  inanu-criiitH  without  the  knowb'dijre  and  consent  of 
tlie  Librarian.  ^ 

.Aht  MI  Them-  Hy  Law.-*  may  be  .imended,  al  any  reL'ularly-eallod  mccti*«jf  of  the  A»40cia- 
lioii,  by  a  Vote  of  two  third-  of  ib...  ni<-nilMrM  pr»  ^em.' 
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BOSTON: 
AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

CONOKEOATIONAL   IIOUSB. 

1874.        /^ 


AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congregational 
Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregaiionalist)  Yi2iS  held 
in  Pilgrim  Hall,  May  26,  1874,  at  12  m. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Recording  Secretary,  Rev. 
Rufus  Anderson,  d.  d  ,  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  Rev.  Isaac  P. 
Langworthy,  Recording  Secretary,  pro  tern.  Prayer  was  offered  by 
Rev.  Henry  B.  Hooker,  d.  d. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  of  the 
Treasurer,  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for 
publication  at  their  discretion,  after  which  the  following  officers  were 
chosen  for  the  ensuing  year :  — 

President. 
Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 

Rev.  RuFus  Anderson,  d.  d.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Medway,  Mass. 

Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Samuel  Williston,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.  d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  William  A.  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.  d.,  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.  d.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Juuan  M.  Sturtevant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  111. 


Rev.  Samuel  C  Bartlett,  d.  d^  Glucagon  IlL 
Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  IIL 
A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaokee,  MTis. 
Rev.  William  £.  Merriman,  Ripoo,  Wis. 
Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  d.  d.,  St.  Louis,  Ma 
Rev.  William  SALTKRy  d.  a.,  Burlii^rtoB,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  Mooar,  d.  d.,  Oakland,  CaL 
Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  d.  d^  Montreal,  Canada. 

Ih'ntctorf. 


Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobet,  Boston. 

John  Field,  Esq.,  Arlington. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  d.d.. 
New  Bedford. 

Ezra  Farnsworth,  £sq.,  Bos- 
ton. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  ix,  Bos- 
ton. 

Henry  D.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means,  d.  d.,  Boston. 


James  P.  Melledge,  Esq.,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Hon.  Ruvus  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 

J.  Russell  Bradtord,  Esq.,  Bos* 
ton. 

S.  D.  Warren,  Esq.,  Boston. 

David  N.  Skilungs,  Esq.,  ^^^- 
chester. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  d.  o.,  Boston. 

Richard  H.  Stearns,  Esq.,  Bos- 
ton. 


SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary^  Librarian^  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary, 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Pigeon  Cove. 

Auditor. 
JOSEPH  N.  BACON,  Esq.,  Newton. 

There  );>eing  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY, 

Rec.  Sec.  pro  tern. 
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THE  IWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF   THE 

American   Congregational   Association. 


Among  the  principal  events  of  the  year  now  closing,  the  Directors 
of  the  American  Congregational  Association  wish,  briefly,  to  present 
the  following,  in  this  their  twenty-first  Annual  Report. 

At  the  last  anniversary  the  Congregational  House  was  essentially 
finished,  as  originally  intended,  except  the  Library,  and  nearly  all  of 
its  available  rooms  were  occupied.  It  has  been  the  earnest- purpose 
of  the  Building  Committee  to  make  every  part  of  this  edifice  con- 
tribute its  fair  proportion  of  an  indispensable  income  ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a  reasonable  measure  of  success  has  been  realized.  Suit- 
able tenants  for  the  two  large  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  at  anything 
like  fair  rents,  have  not  yet  been  found.  Number  thirty-two  has  been 
appropriated  by  the  American  Education  Society,  so  that  now  all  the 
Congregational  benevolent  societies,  having  offices  in  Boston,  are  to 
be  found  under  one  roof,  greatly  to  their  own  convenience  and  to 
the  even  greater  convenience  of  their  respective  constituencies.  It 
is  gratifying  to  know  how  generally  the  location,  arrangement,  and 
object  of  the  House  commend  themselves  to  the  judgment  and  ap- 
proval of  Congregationalists,  and  that  it  is  already  exerting  an  influ- 
ence to  strengthen  the  bonds  which  unite  Congregational  churches 
in  one  Christian  brotherhood. 

The  most  pressing  need  of  funds,  at  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
was  for  the  completion  of  the  Library  building,  only  the. shell  of 
which  was  standing.  A  close  estimate  made  the  sum  of  $25,000  an 
absolute  necessity.  To  appeal  to  the  churches  for  such  an  amount 
did  not  present  a  very  encouraging  aspect  Individuals  were  there- 
fore addressed,  here  and  there,  in  the  hope  that  the  whole  amount 
might  be  secured  in  one  gift- 
Through  the  kind  assistance  of  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Boardman,  of  Brim- 
field,  and  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Hyde,  d.  d.,  of  Haverhill,  the  attention  of 
Samuel  A.  Hitchcock,  Esq.,  was  drawn  to  the  wants  of  the  Library ; 


and  after  very  careful  consideration  he  became  so  convinced  of  die 
importance  of  thi3  object  that  he  made  the  princely  donation  of  twen* 
ty-five  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  then  estimated  as  necessary  to 
prepare  the  Library  for  occupancy.  This  Board  gratefiilly  recognizes 
the  kind  and  gentlemanly  manner  in  which  M.  W.  French,  Esq., 
of  Palmer,  the  agent  and  especial  fnend  of  Mr.  Hitchcock,  conveyed 
this  noble  benefaction  to  this  Association,  and  were  {leased  to  kam, 
through  him,  that  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  highly  gcaljfied  with,  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  gift  was  receive  and  with  the  ofaje^  fiyr  wlacfa  it 
was  made.  He  also  consented  to  sit  for  his  portrait,  |)ainted  by  W. 
Willard,  of  Sturbridge,  for  the  Library;  the  last  sitting  for  which  was 
but  a  few  days  previous  to  his  death,  November,  1873. 

In  appreciation  of  this  li^ral  donation,  and  at  a  tok^n  df  h^ 
respect  for  the  gaierous  giver,  this  Board  voted  nnanlmoady  to  have 
inscribed  over  the  door  of  the  Library,  ^  HrtCBCOCt^  Hall,*  by 
which  name  it  is  hereafter  to  be  known.  The  papeis  wldcii  passed 
between  Mr.  Hitchcock  and  this  Board  are  carefiilly  preserved  on 
the  records  and  in  the  files  of  die  Associaticm. 

On  the  reception  of  this  gift,  measures  were  immedtel^ly  taken  to 
hasten  the  finishing  and  fitting  up  of  the  inside  of  the  Library;  It 
has  proved  a  work  of  greater  magnitude  and  needing  more  time 
than  many  expected.  When  ready  for  dedication,  due  notice  will  be 
given.  It  is  suggested  that  on  that  auspicious  occasion  every  friend 
bring  or  send  a  book  or  books  for  its  shelves,  in  imitation  of  the  ten 
principal  ministers  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  who  associated 
themselves  as  Trustees  to  erect  and  govern  a  college,  and  then 
brought  tc^ether  a  number  of  books,  each  of  them  saying,  as  he 
made  his  oflfering,  "  I  give  these  books  for  founding  a  college  in  Con- 
necticut." With  such  humble  beginnings  there  has  arisen  one  of  the 
first  and  most  important  literary  institutions  of  our  country.  Let 
the  lovers  of  the  principles  and  polity  of  the  Pilgrims  and  Puritans, 
from  respect  to  their  memory,  and  with  a  commendable  desire  to 
secure  for  the  present  and  all  coming  generations  the  best  religious 
and  historical  reading,  give  each  something  in  aid  of  this  National 
Congregational  Library. 

The  finances  of  the  Association  are  not  in  all  respects  as  prosper- 
ous as  could  be  wished.  The  "  panic  "  of  last  fall,  the  dull  business 
which  supervened,  the  great  number  of  new  stores  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict which  have  been  thrown  upon  the  market,  have  greatly  reduced 
rents,  and  the  building  committee  have  found  it  impossible  to  find 
occupants  for  the  two  smaller  stores  on  any  reasonable  terms.  The 
general  depression  has  also  greatly  diminished  expected  and  prom- 


ised  contributions.  On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  unlocked' 
for  outlays  upon  the  building,  not  of  very  large  amounts,  indeed,  but 
making  drafts  upon  a  not  over  flush  treasury ;  and  there  has  also 
been  a  very  large  increase  of  the  rates  of  insurance.  These  adverse 
changes,  added  to  necessary  running  expenses  and  interest  during  the 
building  process  of  nearly  a  year  with  no  income,  together  with  the 
city  taxes  of  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  same  year,  have  increased 
our  liabilities.  To  liquidate  these,  an  urgent  appeal  must  still  be 
made  to  individuals  and  churches. 

It  is  quite  proper  to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  the  original 
estimate  of  $100,000  for  rebuilding  this  structure,  exclusive  of  the 
inside  work  upon  the  Library,  has  not  been  exceeded,  —  a  result  not 
often  reached  in  similar  cases,  especially  where  so  much  that  was  to 
be  done  could  not  be  reduced  to  any  basis  of  close  calculation. 

The  Directors  wish  again  to  call  the  attention  of  those  who  are 
seeking  objects  upon  which  to  bestow  testamentaVy  gifts  to  the 
claims  of  this  Association.  Bequests  will  yield  a  good  lawful  inter- 
est to  these  Congregational  Societies  in  their  free  rents  for  all  future 
time  when  this  building  is  paid  for.  It  is  not  apparettt  where  an 
opportunity  for  immediate  and  lasting  good  results  can  be  found 
more  propitious  than  this. 

The  Directors  take  great  pleasure  in  gratefully  acknowledging  the 
generous  gift  of  a  beautiful  clock  by  B.  Bradley,  Esq.,  of  this  city, 
suspended  in  Pilgrim  Hall ;  also  the  gift  of  an  excellent  portrait  of 
the  late  Rev.  Edward  N.  Kirk,  d.  d.,  for  the  same  room  (painted 
about  thirty  years  ago),  from  Mrs.  Ann  Eliza  Safford,  of  this  city  ; 
also  the  gift  of  an  early  portrait,  without  frame,  of  the  late  Professor 
Benjamin  Silliman,  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  from  Albe;j*t  Bowker,  Esq., 
of  this  city ;  also  two  very  fine  steel-engraved  likenesses,  one  of  the 
Rev.  George  Whitefield,  and  the  other  of  the  late  Rev.  William  M. 
Rogers,  of  this  city,  from  Mrs.  William  Johnson,  of  Chelsea ;  also  a 
fine  steel-engraved  likeness  of  the  late  Rev.  Isaac  Braman,  of  George- 
town, from  his  widow. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  without  especial  efforts  to  that  end,  there 
has  been  a  steady  and  no  inconsiderable  increase  of  the  Library, 
in  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  and  manuscripts,  for  particulars  of 
which  see  report  of  Library  Committee  on  page  8.  For  receipts 
of  money  and  financial  statement,  see  Treasurer's  report,  page  12. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTER 

The  Library  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  condition  of 
the  Library  is  as  satisfactory  as  can  be  expected  in  its  present  tran- 
sition period. 

Large  gifts  have  been  received  during  the  year  from  the  American ' 
Education  Society,  the  American  Home  Mis»onazy  Society,  the  es- 
tates of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Barstow,  Rev.  Brown  Emerson,  d.  ix,  and 
Horace  Leland,  Esq.,  and  from  Rev.  A.  H.  Ck^>p»  D.  D.,  and  others. 
A  valuable  volume  of  pamphlets  of  an  early  date  has,  also  been 
ceived  from  the  late  Rev.  Wilkrd  Brigham,  of  Winchendon. 

As  instructed  by  the  Board,  the  committee  have  examined  an< 
given  their  general  approval  to  the  plans  adopted  for  completing 
new  Library  building  and  preparing  it  to  receive  the  books. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  the  past  jrear,  I9I55 
volumes  and  4,5*48  pamphlets,  giving  a^  total  of  179O35  volumes^  inj 
eluding  duplicates,  and  between  60,000  and  70,000  pamphlets. 

When  the  new  room  shall  be  complete,  and  the  Library  shall 
placed  in  position  there,  a  more  careful  statement  will  be  possible  1 
to  its  size,  condition,  and  quality  than  can  now  be  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 

JOHN  O..  MEANS, 

A.  H.  QUINT, 
Boston,  May  18,  1874.  Commiiteesff^Sf^ 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Vota. 

Adams,  Rev.  Qcorg^  M.,  Hoi liflton 10  17X> 

Alk'D,  Mr«. ,  Franklin  Z. 

American  Ant iquaiian  Society*  Worceator S 

American  Board  of  Commissionerfl  for  Foreign  Misslona,  Boston,  Newspapers  SSZESS  ^ 

American  Education  Society,  Boston 052 

American  Home  Missionary  Socictyi  New  York 1  1^- 

American  Missionary  Association,  New  York 2 

Amherst  College,  Amherst 89 

Andovcr  Tboologrical  Seminary S^ 

Baker,  B.  F.,  Brooklinc 1 

Barrows,  William,  n.  d.,  Reading W 

Burstow,  Z.  B  ,  D.  d.,  Kjeenc,  N.  il..  Sons  of    .       » 110  537' 

Biloit  Collejfo,  Biloit,  Wis .  1 

Bissell,  Rev.  E.  C,  Winchester 1 

Blake,  J.  W.,  Boston  1 

Bo  wdlcar,  W.  A,  Boston,  through  Thomas  Orceu 1  f70 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me ■     .  2 

Boyd,  Jt.hn,  Winchester,  Ct. 1 


Volt.        Paou 
.  WllUrd,  WlDchendon        •       .       .       .       •       ....        1 

KCary  E.,  ChelMA 88 

:e,  Franco,  through  Rev.  J.  DeWltt,  Aatograph  Letter  of  Dr. 

A.,  Fall  River 18 

;v.  Wm.  Ivos,  d  d.»  BrooklyD,  N.  Y.        .....         1 

ication,  WashingtOD,  D.  0.         .......         1  8 

»anlel,  Boston .....'  7  166 

eorge  BC  ,  West  Wlaated,  Ct 1 

o.  D..  New  York  Olty 14  666 

Boston .t         8 

1  Publishing  Society,  Boston 8 

Ilege,  Hanover,  N.  H 6 

,  D.  D.,  Boston .18  167 

ohn  W.,  Yarmouth 1 

.nn  M. ,  CheLiea      ..........         4 

L.,  Pazton 4 

«ro,  D.  D.,  Salem,  Estate  of •       t     118  Si8 

imanda  V.,  Killingworth,  Ot.      ......       •         8 

8 

.  S.,  Chelsea 16  8 

th,  Oharlestown    .       .  ' 8  70 

A.,  Boston 1  78 

A,  Chelsea 4 

Vlpheus,  Bo«toa 2  140 

.  H.,  Boston 1 

.  Sllvanus,  South  Berwick,  He.         ......  1 

,  D.  D.,  Boston 68 

ailingwortb,  Ct. 1  If 

Orlnnell,  lo. 1 

ler,  Boston ......lO  ITS 

P.,  Bristol,  R.  I.    .       .       • a 

its.  I.  P ,  Chelsea 17 

c,  Sutton,  Estate  of 76  102 

Historical  8  fcicty,  Boston 1 

Mury  D.,  Wethcrsfleld,  Ou 16 

.  H.,  Dorchester •.         1  88 

)11egc,  Middlcbury,  Vt 10 

'illlom,  Killingworth,  Ct 1 

r.  T ,  Lawrence 1 

Salem  .1 

anlel  P.,  Longwood 6  224 

e,  OberUn,  O ,        ,  8 

S^cwark,  NJ ,         4 

A.  S.»  Brunswick,  Me 8 

A.,  i>.  D.,  Andover 2 

sturt  T.,  Boston 1 

F.  B.,  Jamaica  Plain 2 

lily,  Frnnkiln 1 

llioin  C.  S.iU  Francisco,  CaL 1 

[!?iiicinnati,  O 1 

u.  D.,  Xew  Uavon,  Ct ^       .        .       .  1 

,  Indianapolis,  Ind .        .         1 

{.,  Danvers  1 

A.,  Chelsea ,         1 

i  W.,  Dorchester,  1  Map 18 

Elizabeth  \V.,  Midway       . 1 

advent  Tract  Society 2  18 

Worcester •».••  1 

— — ,  Stoneham      •••.••••••         6 
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ACT   OF  INCORPORATION 

OF  TIIE 

%\mxum  dDongregational  %Bna(mtmh 


COMMONWEALTH   OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the   Year  One  TkouHmd  highi  Hundred  and  Fifty  Four, 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Beaton. 

Be  it  emnded  6y  tht  Senate  and  fToueeof  Repreaentatieea^  in  General  Court  aetembledt  and  by 
tk9  authoriiy  of  the  same^  a»  foUowi  t  — 

Bectiox  1.  Ruflis  Atidcrson,  Joseph  S  Clark,  Ja'iua  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  succcs. 
aorB»  are  bcrebjr  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Cungrcgntion  •!  Libr.iry  Asaociution,  at 
Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  Hnd  perpetuati-iff  a  library  of  the  rdli^ioiis  history  and 
literature  of  New  England,  and  for  the  erectii»ii  of  a  suitable  building  ftr  t'lo  accomodation  of  the 
•and*-,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societies,  with  all  the  powers  and  privilegeH,  and  subject  to 
A  1  the  duties,  restr.ctions,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourtlt  chapu>r  of  the  Ucviscd 
Statutes. 

Sectiott  2  Said  corp  >ration  may  hold  real  or  persnnal  estate,  necesnary  and  convenient  for 
the  parposea  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou* 
•and  dollars,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1854. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
In  tike  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty-Six, 

2f  Act  to  authorize  the  Congregational  Tiibrary  Association  of  Boston  to  hold  additional  real 

and  personal  estate. 

Be  ii  enacted,  etc.,  atfoUowi  t  — 

SCCTI03I  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold 
rt'Al  a  id  pcrsonxil  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty  thiu.'nand  dollars,  in  addition  to 
tlie  amount  that  aaid  corpc>r.ition  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  ho  d ;  provided,  that  no  part  of 
•add  amount  shall  be  invfSted  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  punrhase  of  a  suitable  »ite,  and  the 
erfCtioo  or  preparation  of  n  suitable  bnilding,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  said  corporation,  ns 
■et  forth  in  the  Act  of  I  icorporation  passed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty. 
four. 

Section  2.    Tliis  act  shall  take  effect  firom  and  after  Its  paasage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24, 1850. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Jn  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty- Four, 

An  Act  concerning  the  Congregational  Library  Assoclati  jn. 

Be  U  enacted,  etc,  a$  follows  t  — 

Section  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Associntion  is  hereby  authorized  to  cliani^e  its  name, 
and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congrctfntiunal  Asi«ociation. 

Section  2.  In  addltio-i  to  the  powers  heretofore  gri^nt***!  "'"^l*!  corjioration.  it  i«  hereby  nu- 
ibot  ized  ^>  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congreg:itl>>nal  rliuiches,  by  publi^liing 
'workii ;  by  furnishing  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  purlHhes, churches, :i  id  Sabbath  schoolrt;  hy 
promoting  friendly  intercouriu:  and  co-operation  amon^  Congrei^ationid  ministers  and  churched, 
mod  with  other  denominations,  and  by  co  lecling  and  disbursing  fund^  r>r  the  above  objects. 

Section  3.    This  act  Bhuli  take  effect  on  iu  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10, 186 i. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy  One. 

^jf  ^ct  to  authorize  the  American  Congregational  Associuiion  to  hold  additional  real  and  per- 
sonal ef  tate. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  asfoUows:  — 

fi^ECTiON  1.    The  American  Congregational  Associ  ition,  at  Roston,  is  her<  bv  authorized  to 
bold  real  and  perrtonal  estate  to  the  amount  of  four  hundrt-d  and  fifty  thousand  dulIarH,  iu  addiilun 
to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  n  »w  authorized  by  law  lo  hold. 
SectI'^N  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upo a  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  24,  1871. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  EEPORT 


OF  TDE 


■  J 


/ 


»  / 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


gmmcan  a^onjgreptionat  ^s^cdalion. 


Presented  May  25,  1875. 


BOSTON: 
AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

GOKORBOATIONAL    HoUSE. 

1876. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  EEPORT 


OP  TOE  .■    T 

I 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


glmerrcan  a^onjgr^jgatioual  gissodaliom 


Presented  May  25,  1875. 


BOSTON: 
AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

GOKORBOATIONAL    HoUSE. 

1875. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OF  TUB 

American  (!L0n0re0ati0naI  ^ssotiatbit. 

COMMONWEALTn  OF  MA83AOBU8ETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  ThouMand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fijtg-Fimr, 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  CoDgregatioiial  Library  AMociatlon,  at  Beaton. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Route  of  Representative n^  in  General  Court  asumhledf  and  fry 

the  auUioritji  of  the  »amf,  at  fbllowst — 

BEcriox  1.  Kufiia  Andcmon.  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Juiiua  A.  Palmer,  their  aaaociatea  and  auocea- 
8or»,  arc  hereby  made  a  curpiT.  tion  by  the  name  of  thi<  Coniregailuual  Library  Asfociation,  at 
Boston,  fur  the  purpose  of  eitlablishing  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  rellgloua  hiaiurv  aud 
literature  of  Now  England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitahlo  building  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societies,  witi)  nil  the  powers  and  privilf  gcp,  and  subJi^M 
to  till  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Keviaed 
Statutes. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  cfrnvenient  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  one  hundnhi  and  HIty  ihousoud 
dollars,  tlie  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  afori  said  purp  sea. 

[.\pproved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1854. 


Be  it  enacted t  etc  ,  as  foUowtt  — 

Section  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold 
real  and  p<  ri«onal  cstnte  to  ihe  amount  of  one  hundred  and  ftftv  thousand  dollars,  In  addition  to 
the  amouni  th:it  s.iid  corpuration  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold;  provided,  that  no  part  of  aaid 
amount  (•hHll  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  f>uitMble  site,  and  the  erection 
or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  bo  used  for  ilie  purfioses  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth 
in  tlie  Act  of  Incorporation  pa«scd  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  firy>£jur. 

Section  2.    This  act  shall  take  elTect  from  and  after  its  passnge. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24  ,  186. 


Bf  it  enacted t  ttc.,  as  follows  i  — 

Bkction  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its  namtf 
and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Coiigngational  AsHOcintion. 

Section  2.  In  a<idiiiou  to  the  puwcrs  herelcfore  granted  said  cormtration,  it  is  hereby  au- 
t)i<'ri7.ed  to  do  sueh  uctM  as  may  pioniole  the  Iriterest  of  0  •ngregatloual  churcln  s,  by  publishing 
works;  by  f<>riilH)ilng  libraries  ami  pecuniary  ai-i  to  paridlios, cliurcher,  and  Sabbath  Schools;  by 
proniotini(  friendly  iiitercouri^e  and  cooperation  ainuni;  Congregational  ministers  aud  chiirche**, 
and  witli  otiier  denoniiiiations,  and  i>y  collecting  and  diitbursing  funds  for  tlie  above  objects. 


Section  3.    This  act  shall  take  ellect  on  its  pas^aKe. 


ge. 
lAp 


proved  by  the  Governor,  May  10, 1864. 


Bt  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows  t  — 

Sf.ction  1.  The  Ami  rican  Ci)ngregitionai  Apsociatirm.  at  Boston,  19- hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  )>errtonal  eolate  to  the  anioimt  of  fnur  Inindred  and  Hfly  thousand  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  ihat  "aid  corporation  irt  now  authoil/.ed  by  law  to  hold. 

Section  2.    Thl^  act  nhutl  take  etfect  upon  itn  paMsaue. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  24,  1871. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art  I.  The  name  of  thin  body  shall  bo  the  Amekican  Com;ue<:ational  Ai»80ciation, 
Akt.  II.  'Die  object  <if  this  Asi^ociation  Hhall  be  to  secue  the  erection,  in  the  City  of  Itoi«ton, 
of  a  Congumjational  Hoi  se  for  tlie  ineetlngH  (jf  the  liody,  the  accommodation  of  its  library, 
an«i  for  llie  furihi-rmre  of  in  tfuneral  pnipo^es;  to  fouiid  and  perpetuate  a  libiary  of  books, 
parnplili  w,  and  inannscripic,  and  a  colleetion  of  portraitH  and  relics  of  the  past;  and  to  do  wlul. 
ever  else  —  within  the  lunllK  of  its  eharter  —  hhall  seive  lo  illusrate  Congregational  history  and 

I        pioniote  the  gi-nend  iiitereHt-*  of  the  (.'ongreg  itioiial  eluirchi  s. 

.  AuT.  Hi.     This   AnHiiciation  ^ha>l   lie  composed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Congregaliunal 

churcli  n,  payi  )g  each  one  dollar,  or  more,  into  its  Treauury. 

I  AUr.  i  V.  'The  oll'ieern  of  thin  AKhoei:iiion  r-h  ill  be  a  rnsidcnt,  such  a  number  of  Vlce-Presl- 

dent!^  an  the  A-M'«'iaiion  may  from  year  lo  year  elect,  a  <.'orrespond:ng  and  K(  cording  Secritary, 
a  Librarian,  Tnaxon  r,  Asi>i^taiit  ireastureV,  and  an  Amlitor.  'I'liesc  Serretaries.  Librarian,  and 
Trfai<nri.r,  with  fourteen  dtl.eiK,  slmll  be  a  Hoard  of  Diiectois,  charged  with  th  general  inier- 
ei«tH  of  Ihe  Ashoci  ition,  tiv^*  of  whom  hliiill  cofihtitnte  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
'1  he^e  otVu'ert*  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  Atmnal  M.  eting^. 

Akt.  V.  'Ihe  Annual  Meetii  g-*  for  the  choicc'of  ottlc<  re,  and  for  Other  business  appropiiite 
to  hUi-Ii  ineeli-ig!*,  r<h>ill  be  Ii>  Id  in  no'<ton,  on  Tuesday  preceding  the  lost  Weilncsdny  In  May,  in 
eiich  ye.ir,  at  twelve  o'eliM-k,  m.  Spec'al  nuctii  gn  may  be  ealleil  at  any  time  by  the  Bo.ird  of 
Direi'tnrt.  Tlie  Annual  an<l  :d!  speei:il  nieetii  gi*  muHt  i>e  called  by  publi  bed  notice  in  the  Orth>>< 
dox  Coiiirregitional  wi-eMy  ncwspapent  of  liictun  at  leant  «»nt!  week  previous. 

art.  VI.     I  ld-«  Con.xfitmion  may  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  present,  public  notice  havinir  beni  given  of  the  namre  of  the  pn.  posed  alteration  in 

\        th  ■  call  for  the  im  eting;   but  tti'j  third  urlide  shall  be  unalterable. 
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AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist)  was 
held  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  May  25,  1875,  ^^  ^2  M. 

The  President  occupied  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
George  W.  Blagden,  d.  d. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Ministerial  Bureay,  and  of  the  Treasurer,  were 
read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for  publication  at  their 
discretion 

The  By-Laws  in  respect  to  the  Library  and  Librarian,  which  had 
been  accepted  by  the  Directors  on  the  8th  of  February  last,  to  be 
laid  before  the  Association,  were  then  presented  by  them  and  were 
carefully  considered,  and  after  various  amendments  were  adopted  as 
printed  on  inside  of  the  covers  of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Report. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 

year : — 

President. 

Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Harvey  D  Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 
Rev.  RuFUS  Anderson,  d.  d.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Med  way,  Mass. 
Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.  d  ,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Hon.  Henry  P.  Haven,  New  London,  Conn. 
Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  d.  d..  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.  d..  Marietta,  O. 
Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.  d.,  Cleveland,  O. 


Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  IncliannpoHs,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtkvant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  IIL 

Rev.  Sauusl  C.  Bartlett,  d.  d,,  Chicago,  111. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 

A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  E.  Merrimas,  Ripnn,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truhan  M.  Post,  d.  d,.  Si.  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  WiLLiA.M  Salter,  d.  d.,  Burlingion,  Iowa. 

Rev.  George  Mooar.  d.  d..  Oakland,  Cal. 

Rev,  Henry  Wilkes,  d.  d.,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Directors. 
Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobey,  Boston.        Hon.  Rupus  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 
John  Field,  Esq.,  Arlin^n.  J.  Russell  Bradford,  Esq.,  Bo» 

Rev.   Alonzo  H.   Quint,  d.  d.,  ton. 

New  Bedford.  S.  D.  Warren,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  d..  Bos-        David  N.  Sku-lings,  Esq.,  Win- 
ton.  Chester. 
Henrv  D.  Hvdb,  Esq.,  Boston.            Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  d.  d.,  Bostcm. 
Rev. John O.MEANS,D.D.iBoston.        Richard  H.  Stearns,  Esq.,  Ba»< 
Jahes  p.  Melledge,  Esq.,  Cam-  ton. 
bridge.                                            James  White,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Trtamrtr. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Librarian,  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 

Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Ncwburyport. 

Auditor. 

JOSEPH  N.  BACON,  Esq.,  Newton. 

A  letter  of  positive  resignation  having  been  received  from  Dea.  Ezra 
Famsworth,  on  motion  it  was  unanimously 

Voted,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Association  are  due,  and  arc 
hereby  tendered  to  Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  for  his  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices in  the  direction  of  its  affairs,  and  that  we  deeply  regret  the  fact  that 
he  has  thought  it  needful  to  decline  further  labor  in  its  behalf. 
There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

DANIEL  P.  NOYES, 

Rtc.  Sh. 


THE  TWENTY^SECOND  ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF   THE 

American   Congregational   Association. 


It  is  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  that  the  Directors  of  the  American 
Congregational  Association  are  able,  in  this,  their  Twenty-second 
Annual  Report,  to  announce  the  completion  of  the  Congregational 
House.     The  generous  gift  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  by  the 
late  Samuel  A.  Hitchcock,  of  Brimfield,  in  September,  1873,  war- 
ranted the  issuance  of  proposals  to  builders  for  estimates  on  the 
plans  made  by  Messrs.  Cummings  &  Sears,  architects,  of  this  city, 
for  finishing  the  inside  of  the  Library  building.     In  March,  1874,  a 
contract  was  signed  with  the  Boston  Corrugated  Iron  Company  for 
the  principal  part  of  the  work,  the  cast  and  wrought  iron  part  thereof 
being  underlet  by  that  company  to  S.  C.  Jones,  of  East  Cambridge. 
The  plastering  was  done  by  Thomas  Parker;    Messrs.  Bowker  & 
Torrey  laid  the  marble  floor ;  W.  H.  Wentworth  put  in  the  marble 
shelves   under  the  windows ;   the   painting  was  done   by  Wm.  J. 
Mcpherson,  —  all  of  this  city.     The  shelving,  desks,  and  tables  were 
made  by  Messrs.  Payson  &  Cutler,  of  Holliston ;  and  it  should  be 
said  that  the  several  contractors  discharged  their  obligations  quite 
to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Board.     All  was  finished,  and  the  room 
dedicated  on  Forefathers*  Day,  December  21,  1874,  with  appropriate 
services  :  consisting  of  an  -titroductory  prayer  by  Rev  C.  M.  Hyde, 
D.  D.,  of  Haverhill ;  the  delivery  of  the  keys  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  Dea.  Ezra  Farnsworth,  to  the  President  of  the 
Association,  Hon.  E.  S.  Tobey ;   by  him  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Library  Committee,  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  d.  ;  by  him  to  the  Libra- 
rian, Rev.  Isaac  P.  Langworthy,  with  a  brief  address  by  each.     The 
dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Manning,  d.  d.,  of 
this  city.     Two  original  hymns  were  sung,  written  for  the  occasion 
by  Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  d.  d.,  of  this  city.     Brief  and  pertinent  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  d.  d.,  one  of  the  three 
original  corporators,  and  the  only  survivor ;  by  Dr.  Hyde ;  by  J. 
L.  Sibley,  Esq.,  Librarian  of  Harvard  College ;  by  J,  Winsor,  Esq., 


Superintendeni  of  City   Libraiy,   Boston ;    by  Henry  Wheatland, 
M,  D.,  Librarian  of  Essex  Inslitute,  Salem  ;  and  fhe  Hon.  Marshall 

P.  Wilder,  of  Boston.     It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  convenience 
and  general  aspect  of  the  room  give  quite  universal  satisfaction. 

The  removal  of  the  books,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers  from  the 
allies  of  the  old  part  of  the  house  immediately  supervened,  and  the 
much  greater  work  of  arranging  the  same  in  the  several  alcoves  is 
nearly  complete.  The  adjustment  of  ihe  slip  catalogue,  so  as  to  be 
available,  will  be  pushed  forward  as  fast  as  our  necessarily  small 
working  force  can  do  it,  while  keeping  along  the  essential  daily  care 
of  the  entire  building  in  general  and  of  the  Library- in  particular.  Gifts 
of  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  manuscripts,  and  engravings  have 
been  frequent  and  valuable  during  ihe  past  year,  especially  since  out 
occupancy  of  the  new  room.  These  are  to  be  assorted,  stamped, 
catalogued,  arranged,  and  acknowledged.  Visitors  are  touch  more 
numerous  than  ever  before,  and  inquiries  from  a  distance  in  reference 
to  varied  historical  data,  biographies  of  deceased  clergymen,  and 
statistics  generally,  have  been  quite  frequent ;  and  it  is  a  matter  not 
a  little  gratifying  that  w-e  are  better  able  than  ever  before  to  give,  ir». 
niost  instances,  satisfactory  answers. 

Our  files  of  the -"  Boston  Recorder"  and  the  "New  York  Ob  - 
server,"  the  two  oldest  religious  papers  of  the  country,  are  complete 
and  bound;  so  of  the  "  Congregationalist "  ;  and  of  all  the  Olhe^ 
denominational   papers.  Congregational,   we    have   neatly  complete 
files.     With  these  and  essentially  full  sets  of  all  our  religious  serials 
monihlies,    and    quarterlies,    together   with    the    reports  of  all    th- 
leading  benevolent  societies,  the  most  varied  and  nearly  entire  <= 
perhaps  any  of  our  public  libraries,  we  have  the  facilities  for  gathea 
iiig  largely  the  items  of  the  religious  history  of  our  country  for  thj 
last  sixty  years,  not  to  say  for  the  last  two  centuries,  with  gratifyin 
fulness. 

As  it  becomes  more  generally  known  what  can  be  done  here  ' 
the  particulars  just  named,  these  advantages  will  be  more  general 
sought.     Add  to  these  our  nearly  three  hundred  volumes  of  lor 
histories,  besides  pamphlets,  our  rapidly  increasing  alcove  of  biog 
phies,  and  a  large  number  of  contemporaneous  religious  publicatic 
weeklies,  monthlies,  and  quarterlies,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  libi 
means  not  only  to  gather  all  that  is  available  in  the  history  of 
past,  but  to  be  equally  fruitful  in  all  that  is  passing,  keeping  > 
step  with  the  progress  of  this  wonderfully  progressive  age,  ma 
our  few  specialties  as  full  as  possible.     Considerable  bindin| 


been  done,  of  valuable  historical  pamphlets,  serials,  and  newspapers* 
Much  more  needs  to  be  done  which  must  wait  the  means  to  do  it 
with. 

Jf  there  is  anything  but  general  satisfaction  and  gratitude  for  the 
completion  of  this  long-talked-of  Congregational  House,  it  has  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Board.  Its  great  convenience  to  the 
constituency  of  the  benevolent  societies,  whose  offices  are  here  all 
under  one  roof;  the  exceedingly  pleasant  facilities  it  affords  for  social 
intercourse  between  brethren  occupying  different  and  widely  separate 
fields  of  labor;  its  ample  and  always  available  rooms  for  ministers' 
meetings,  conferences,  and  associations,  together  with  its  weekly, 
monthly,  quarterly,  and  annual  issues,  involving  a  correspondence  so 
varied  and  general  as  they  necessarily  must,  sending  forth  so  much 
that  is  of  esfjecial  interest  to  our  churches  and  the  world,  make  this 
structure  one  for  which  we  may  be  profoundly  grateful,  as  both  useful 
and  creditable  to  the  denomination,  —  a  structure  in  behalf  of  which  it 
would  seem  that  the  co-operation  of  all  Congregational  Churches  in 
assuming  its  responsibilities  might  reasonably  be  expected.  Con- 
venient, commendable,  and  important  every  way  as  it  is,  all  must  see 
that  it  could  not  be  secured  without  a  large  outlay.  But  to  have 
placed  it  elsewhere,  south  or  west  of  its  present  site,  where  the  same 
number  of  square  feet  of  land  could  have  been  secured  for  less  money, 
would  have  been  to  defeat  the  main  objects  to  be  accomplished,  as 
the  benevolent  societies  to  be  accommodated  must  be  within  easy 
reach  of  their  contributors  and  not  far  from  business  centres  ;  and 
the  Library  would  not  be  as  likely  to  secure  its  needed  gifts,  nor 
could  it  yield  its  best  results,  unless  located  where  both  benefactors 
and  beneficiaries  could  readily  find  it.  To  these  considerations  in 
favor  of  this  location*  may  be  added  the  fact  that  stores  and  rooms 
would  necessarily  command  a  higher  price  for  use  than  in  a  more 
remote  situation.  In  ordinary  business  times,  it  is  believed  that  all 
available  rooms  for  business  purposes  may  be  and  will  be  occupied 
with  a  remunerative  tenantry. 

To  give  the  friends  of  our  polity  and  principles  a  true  conception 
of  the  present  condition  of  this  Association,  a  few  items  of  its  origin 
and  history  to  this  day  seem  indispensable,  and  their  careful  perusal 
is  most  earnestly  sought. 

The  first  public  plea  in  behalf  of  anything  answering  to  "  the  . 
Congregational  House"  was  made  by  Prof.  Bela  B.  Edwards,  of 
Andover,  in  an  able  article  publishd  in  the  August  number  of  the 
"  Bibliotheca  Sacra,"  1847,  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^^  meeting  held  in  response  was 


in  the  winter  of  185 1,  at  Atidover,  at  which  there  was  no  person  from 
Boston,  showing  that  the  idea  of  such  a  structure  was  not  a  "  Boston 
notion."  Subsequent  meetings,  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  were 
held  here. 

The  present  Association,  in  its  essential  features,  was  organized 
under  a  charter  from  tlie  Legislature  of  Massacliusetts,  May  zj, 
1853,  when  a  building  was  contemplated  only  large  enough  to 
accommodate  a  Library  of  some  25,000  volumes,  and  our  three 
Massachusetts  Congregational  Societies. 

Not  until  it  was  foreseen  that  our  great  national  benevolent 
societies  were  to  be  left  on  the  hands  of  the  Congregational  churches 
alone  was  the  idea  entertained  of  a  building  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate them  all. 

The  acceptance  of  this  alternative  was  cordial,  and  all  but 
universal,  bolh  as  to  the  idea  and  the//rjir  where  it  was  proposed  to 
make  it  a  reality.  The  National  Council  of  1865,  the  larger  councils 
in  connection  with  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  .Anniversary  of  the 
Landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  held  at  the  East  and  at  the  West ;  all  ihe 
State  Associations  and  Conferences  before  which  the  subject  was 
brought,  and  the  National  Council  of  1871,  at  Oberlin,  unanimously 
endorsed  and  commended  this  object  to  all  the  Congregational 
churches  of  the  country  for  at  least  one  fair  iontribulion  from  each 
church. 

This  object  was  one  of  the  three  recommended  by  the  preliminary^ 
councils  for  especial  memorial  gifts  during  the  jubilee  year ;  bu_r 
in  fully  nine  instances  out  of  ten  the  other  two  took  the  mone-^' 
where  any  was  taken. 

For  not  giving,  some  offered  as  a  reason,  "  Boston  has  not  given  j 
Boston  must  lead,  we  will  follow  ";  others,  "  Yau  have  not  bought  - 
site  or  given  any  tangible  evidence  that  you  will  use  the  money  t 
we  give  it.  Buy  and  start  your  building,  and  we  will  come  to  you^::- 
aid."  During  the  jubilee  year  Boston  did  give  with  commendabl  ^B 
liberality,  and  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  $225,000  that  has  bee  = 
paid  has  come  from  this  city  and  immediate  vicinity. 

Encouraged  by  the  assurances  of  co-operation  when  a  good  b^  ■ 
ginning  was  made,  the  site  was  purchased  for  $293,000,  mortgagiii^B~ 
the  same  for  $200,000.  It  was  considered  by  al!  good  judges  a  ve^^ 
cheap  property,  and  by  utilizing  the-  two  large  granite  buildin^^ 
thereon,  $100,000  was  saved  from  what  it  would  have  cost  had  1^^ 
built,  with  the  same  thoroughness  and  security,  entirely  new,  havir^at^ 
the  same  accommodations. 


Circulars  were  sent  and  personal  letters  were  written  to  over 
eighteen  hundred  churches  that  had  not  given  "  the  one  contribu- 
tion" early  in  187 1,  and  responses  were  generally  encouraging  when 
the  great  fire  in  Chicago  turned  everything  available  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

Suspending  operations  until  a  partial  recovery  from  that  pressure 
was  secured,  a  second  effort  wa«?  beginning  to  be  efficient,  when  we 
met  on  this  same  unreaped  field,  three  Chicago  pastors,  urging  their 
claims  for  $100,000  to  rebuild  their  burned  sanctuaries,  and  of  course 
there  was  no  successful  resisting  this  appeal  for  help  confessedly 
needed. 

Then  came  the  Boston  fires,  destroying  insurance  offices,  requiring 

reinsurance  at  higher  rates,  compelling  us  to  pay  large  assessments 

to  the  broken-down  offices,  disabling  some  of  our  best  givers ;  and 

ere  we  could  straighten  up  to  breast  another  adversity,  the  "  panic  " 

va-supon  us,  and  still  holds  us,  reducing  somewhat  ourtariff  of  rents, 

Vacating  two  of  our  stores,  thus  placing  the  Association  upon  quite 

loo  short  an  allowance  for  continuous  successful  life. 

"We  have  struggled  against  these  odds  without  increasing  indebt- 
edness except  what  has  come  of  interest  and  running  expenses 
dvEring  the  year  of  building,  together  with  the  extra  insurance 
li-a-lDilities,  taxes  on  the  whole  property  for  the  building  year,  and  for 
sortie  changes  in  rooms  and  stores  to  meet  the  convenience  of 
<^<^cupants . 

With  even  no  more  than  $45,000  now  in  hand,  our  treasury  would 

*^^    relieved,  and  with  business  revived  the  income  from  the  building 

^"Cfcxild  afford  a  small  margin  for  a  sinking  fund,  which  would  ultimately 

P^>^the  entire  debt,  which  would  give  our  benevolent  societies  their 

f  *^oms  free  of  rent,  thus   saving  to  them  for  the  cause  of  Christ  the 

l^t^restof  our  entire  liabilities.     So  that  the  gifts  we  now  ask  would 

^    really  permanent  investments  in  the  interests  ef  the  work  of  the 

^^^>Tld's  salvation,  with  the  most  encouraging  promise  of  continuous 

^^d  enlarging  usefulness.     For  this  reason  alone  this  Board  feels 

^^^tified  in  urging  '*  the  one  generous  gift  '^  from  every  Congregational 

^^virch. 

lut  every  church  acknowledges  the  family  tie  and  must  wish  to  be 

presented  in  this  family  structure.     The  Memorial  Book  now  in 

^^larse  of  preparation  will  contain  the  name  of  every  known  Congre* 

S^tional  church,  under  which  will   be  recorded  the  amount  of  its 

donations,  —  if  anything  is  given,  —  and  the   name   of  every  giver 

^^turned  with  the  sura  each  gives.     This  book  will  be  kept  in  the 


lO 

archives  of  the  Library  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  deep  interest  to 
terity,  when  it  is  quite  certain  that  this  denominational  House  will 
more  appreciated,  as  its  usefulness  will  be  more  fully  realized. 

It  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  secure  and  record  the  name^  c^f 
givers,  because  any  member  of  an  Orthodox  Congregational  chu  x^c^h 
giving  a  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  becomes  not  only  a  life-mem t>^r 
but  a  bona  fide  proprietor  and  voter,  wherever  their  residen  ^:^^ 
and  none  besides  can  elect  its  officers  or  control  its  affairs. 

By  an  especial  arrangement,  any  person  giving  an  equal 
though  not  a  member  of  a  Congregational  church,  becomes  an  h< 
orary  life-member,  and  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Hou^  ^^ 
and  Library  except  that  of  voting.  The  giver  of  a  sum  not  less  tl».  ^^i-  "^ 
twenty-five  dollars  becomes  an  honorary  life-director  ;  and  of  a  smjm.  ^^ 
not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  is  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  «-  I'^c 
insertion  of  the  name  at  the  head  of  a  section  in  the  Library,  and  o  '^  ^ 
sum  not  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  over  an  alcove,  —  maki  "^-^S 
thus  a  permanent  record  of  their  testimony  to  the  value  of  t^St"*^ 
truths  these  shelves  are  to  hold,  and  as  an  expression  of  their  des 
for  thj  perpetuity  of  the  principles  and  polity  the  founders  of 
free  institutions  sacrificed  so  much  to  establish. 

This  Board  is  compelled  to  appeal  once  more,  and  with  pecul; 
urgency,  to   those   churches  that  have   not   as  yet  expressed  th 
interest  in   this  family  enterprise,  to  do  so  now  or  at  their  earli 
possible  convenience.     Nothing  but  a  keenly  felt  necessity  comp^^=^ 
this  earnest  call. 

This  Board  takes  pleasure  in  gratefully  acknowledging  the  recei 
of  an  excellent  bas-relievo  bust,  in  plaster  of  paris,  of  the  Rev.  J 
W.  Taylor,  d.  d.,  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Marvin,  of  Lancaste 
and  an  early  portrait  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  May  hew,  a  gift  fro 
Ralph  Dunning,  Esq.,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  Not  a  few  quite  lar 
donations  of  books  and  pamphlets  have  been  received,  as  may  t^ 
seen  in  the  subjoining  list. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY   COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  beg  leaye  to  report  that  the  long- 
continued  illness  of  one  of  their  number,  on  whom  they  especially 
depended  for  the  work,  has  made  it  practically  impossible  for  them 
to  undertake,  before  this  annual  meeting,  that  very  thorough  exami- 
nation of  the  Library,  shelf  by  shelf  and  book  by  book,  with  a  view 
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on  the  one  hand  .to  record  its  achieved  excellence,  and  on  the  other 
to  suggest  its  manifold  and  most  urgent  deficiencies,  which  seems  to 
be  demanded  at  this  time.  They  are,  therefore,  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  pass  that  needed  and  desirable  work  on  to  their  successors, 
contenting  themselves  with  the  general  statement  that  the  books  are 
in  the  new  Hall ;  are  fast  coming  into  place,  and  upon  the  slip  cat- 
alogues ;  that  the  year  has  been  signally  marked  by  valuable  acces- 
sions (in  all  4,735),  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^  seems  a  reasonable  hope  that  before 
another  annual  meeting  this  collection  of  volumes  will  be  in  such 
order,  and  have  such  facilities  of  reference,  as  shall  make  it  duly 
accessible  to  all  who  desire  the  privilege  of  its  use. 

The  number  of  volumes  is   16,271,   of   duplicates  5,721,   total, 
21,992  ;  of  pamphlets,  estimated  from  80,000  to  90,000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 
JOHN  O.  MEANS, 
A.  H.  QUINT, 

Committee, 
Boston,  May  25,  1875. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUREAU   OF   MINISTERIAL  SUPPLY. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  1874  the  Directors  of  the  American 
Congregational  Association  determined,  at  the  request  of  many 
friends  who  felt  a  strong  desire  to  have  the  experiment  tried,  to  under- 
take to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Supply  for  vacant  pulpits,  to  be  also  a 
medium  of  communication  between  churches  desiring  pastors  and 
ministers  without  settlement.  They  were  the  more  moved  to  this 
endeavor  by  the  fact  that  Providence  had  brought  to  iheir  attention 
a  Christian  brother  willing  to  undertake  the  work,  under  their  super- 
vision, who  seemed  to  them  eminently  to  possess  the  —  not  always 
obtainable — qualities  requisite  for  usefulness  and  success  therein. 

They  accordingly  appointed  a  committee  to  have  the  matter  in 
charge,  and  appointed  Mr.  George  Beal  as  their  agent,  to  act  under 
the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  committee,  laying  upon  them,  and 
upon  him,  one  only  absolute  condition,  namely :  that  no  minister  be 
sent  out  from  the  Bureau,  even  for  a  single  Sabbath^s  labor,  who  has 
not  previously  satisfied  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  of  his  posses- 
sion of  ample  credentials  as  a  Christian  minister  in  good  and  regular 
standing.  For  this  committee  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  Rev.  Dr.  John 
O.  Means,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Melledge  were  named. 


The  Bureau  commenced  operations  with  the  beginning  of  the 
present  calendar  year  (1875).  It  was  felt  that  Ihe  true  method  of 
carrying  oa  sach  ati  undertaking  would  probably  prove  to  be  to  make 
a  small  pecuniary  charge,  —  after  the  fashion  of  an  intelligence  office, 
or  agency,  for  ordinary  secular  work.  It  was  accordingly  arranged 
by  the  cotnmittee  that  the  mnderate  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  be  as- 
sessed upon  each  minister"  aided  to  a  supply  for  a  single  Sunday,  and 
upon  each  church  30  supphcd  ;  and  that  for  the  sum  of  f  5. 00  (he 
Bureau  should  undertake  for  one  year's  time  (if  so  long  a  time  be 
needed)  to  secure  a  pastorate  for  a  minister  desiring  one;  with  a 
corresponiling  charge  of  the  siime  amount  to  the  church  helped  to  a 
pastor  by  its  exertions.  Exp-.rionce  has  led  the  committee  to  doubt 
the  wisdom  of  one  of  thesf  ^mall  taxes,  —  that  upon  ihe  church 
receiving  1  supply  for  a  single  Sunday,  —  which  will  henceforth  be 
disco  mi  need. 

Books  were  opened  for  the  necessary  records,  and  the  process  has 
been  going  on  now  for  twenty  Sabbaths,  — a  little  less  than  five 
months.    The  following  statistics  will  show  the  results  thus  far:  — 

Supplies  have  been  sent  to  6S  different  cbtnrches,  47  of  wbidi 
were  destitute  of  a  pastor. 

The  jiumber  of  times  ministers  have  been  sent  out  as  supplies  hai 
been  167, —  many  ministers,  of  course,  more  than  once. 

The  largest  number  sent  out  in  anyone  week  has  been  14 ;  small- 
est number,  4  ;  average,  8, 

Thirteen  churches  have  applied  to  the  Bureau  to  aid  them  in 
securing  pastors  ;  and 

Forty-six  ministers  have  asked  it  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  set- 
tlement over  some  suitable  parish. 

These  church  applications  have  come  from  all  the  New  England 
States,  New  Vork,  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Michigan, 

Jmie  pastorates  have  already  been  negotiated  through  the  agency  of 
the  Bureau  —  a  gratifying  average  of  more  than  one  each  month. 

We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  this  showing,  and  the  Committee 
feel  that  the  experiment  has  been  so  far  a  success  as  to  warrant  the 
strongest  hopes  of  its  beneficent  working  in  the  future. 

We  are  having  six  sets  of  books  prepared  for  the  use  of  the 
future,  viz : 

1.  To  contain  all  pastoral  resignations. 

2.  "        "       all  pastoral  calls. 

3.  "         "        all  dismissals, 

4.  "        "       all  settlements. 
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5.  List  of  new  churches  organized. 

6.  List  of  ministers  added  and  dropped  by  death,  for  unworthi- 
ness,  etc.  etc. 

The  Committee  express  their  feeling  of  confidence  that  if  the 
churches  can  duly  be  led  to  see  the  advantage  to  them  of  working 
through  this  agency,  its  results  before  another  twelvemonth  will  dem- 
onstrate their  own  priceless  value. 

They  only  add  the  expression  of  their  conviction  of  the  marked 
fairness  and  wisdom  with  which  the  agent  has  managed  the  matters 
intrusted  to  his  hands. 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 

JOHN  O.  MEANS, 
J.  P.  MELLEDGE, 

Committee. 
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DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Vols.       Pam. 

Abbott,  AuMtin,  15tew  York  City « 

Abbott.  KcT.  Edward,  Cambridge -    .       .  10 

American  Board  of  CommiBBioners  for  ForeigD  Miiidons,  Boston,  Newspapers 

American  Education  Society,  Boston **  36 

American  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York 

American  Missionary  Assoriation,  New  York 

American  Peace  Society,  Boston 

American  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  New  York 12 

American  Swcdenborg  Printing  and  Publishing  Society,  New  York    .        .        19 

Amea,  Dr.  Azol,  Wakefield 1 

Amherst  College,  Amherst 1 

Anderson,  Kufu«i,  D.  D.,  Boston  Highlands 1 

Andover  Theological  Seminary 2 

Avery,  Mrs. ,  West  Springfield 17  2 

Ayer,  Rev.  C.  L.,  Tafbvillp,  Ct 15  51 

Baker,  Mrs.  Emily  8.,  Hopklnton 1  1 

Baker,  Kev.  Smith,  Lowtll 1 

Barrows,  William,  d.  d.,  Beading 139 

Beat,  Gheorge,  Oohasset 2  5 

Blagdeo,  Qeorge  W.,  D.  d.,  Boston 72  68 

Bliss,  Bev.  C.  R.,  Wakefield 1 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick.  Me 1 

Brewer,  F.  P.,  Stockbridge,  Newspapers. 

Badington,  Wm.  Ives,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 1 

Ball,  Rev.  B.  B.,  West  Brookfield 1 

Bullard,  Rt:V.  Asa,  Cambridge 1 

Bureau  of  Educa- ion,  Washington,  D.  C. 1 

Byraro,  Bev.  B.  M.,  Chelsea,  I  Manuscript. 

Cady,  D.  R.,  d.  d.,  Arlington 1 

CbamberUlo,  Bev.  J.  M.,  Qrlnnell,  lo 2 

Chapin,  Calvin,  Melrose 1  69 

Clapp,  A.  H.,  D.  D.,  New  York  City 1 

Clapp,  J.  B.,  Boston 2  1 

Clapp,  Mrs.  Joseph  H.,  Dorchester,  Newspapers. 

Clarke,  Mis« ,  South  NaUck 1  30 


Cull,  Dr.  D.  T.,  BO'ton        .... 
ConpeaBilnncillai,  Proprkior.  of 
Oaan.  un.  Mullnda.  Cmton 
CODlldgc,  Kei.  A.  H..  Lelc«l«r  .       . 

CoflloUui,  Un,  Unry  3.,  Nsvloa,  2  Uanui 
OrMbVi  JudueKwIuin,  Lovrll  . 
Cruwcll.Pitrf.  E.  P.,Ainbe»i    . 
Oruvt]!,  Uoben,  i>.  D..E»«i  (l>to),  Ubroi 
Caibli-K,  Uti.  Andnw,  Bcmidii 
Oaalilnr-Criri-lopber.  ti.  D..CiinbrIdtD    . 
ODlwr.R.-v.U.M.,W<'itUedl.rd    . 
Dans,  Rbt.  U.U.  a.,  NorokU,  CI.    . 
Ssvl*.  J.  O..  I>.  D..  ARii^ent,  N.  fl.  . 


I>onnaL(.  Wliltuni  H..  aMbm 

DcWlu,  ROV'  Jobn,  BMon,  Nawvpipen 

Dexter.  H.  K.,  D.  □..  Bhidii 

DlekmnnD,  I<CT.  O  B ,  W«l  H»«i,  CI. 

DuonlDg.  Rilpb.Eiq.iOeorertDWD,  D.O,  Fartnlt. 
Dur.int,  Den.  AnguHlut.  Melnuo  .... 
Dwlghl.  Itn-  B.  W.,  CHnlod,  S.Y.  . 

Ellb,  Un.  F.  U..  Mminclil 

Kngfia.  Ul»  Fiiidllii  C.  ChclKn       .... 
EuiUs,  Rev.  WUllum  T.,  Sprlngftcld 
EdMI*,  Mn.  Willliuil  T..  Lnngwuod 

rDllarloD.RoT.  B.  U.I'dliner 

Onle,  IVnbinn.  D.  P.,  l.H 

GllnunlonThuato^luii]  trmlnnty.N.H.    . 

OiMa.ElbrlditcII.,  Mtrlnue         .     '. 


Oraan,  Tha»ia<,  Clu>lnra 
OrvenouRh.  Mm  Vf.,  Uoal 
Ibtl,  Ib'T.  E.  Edwiii.  F»lr 
Haidfi  Hun.  Alpfaaua,  Bn 
Banhlne.  Iloo.  Abtior.  J» 


HltclKOck,  Prof.  E  ,  Amh.-rM 

Hooker,  K.  Vf.,  a.  a..  Kun  AlltiiiaDn,  WH., 

Hoamor,  ICl-t.  8.  D.,  Siiulh  S.ilick      . 

Hubbnrd,  Uardlner  U.,  Cniabrti!i(F     . 

Jackwn.Kcv.Uu-iii^d  A..  Globu  Vllljgo  . 

JonnlKHi,  Rov.  J-  F ,  Ujntou 

Jatwa,  ItvT.  JaiiiL-  H.,  North  Ablngton      . 

Bellovi,  A.  a.,  VvriKD.  Ct,        .        .       . 

Klmbull,  Itcv.  U.inivl.  Nndham,  belr>  of 

Kingman,  Abiiur,  BoMon    .... 

Kinaibury,  Jjlin.  I'r.iTidenoe.  E.  I.,  ciUto  o 

Kirk.  HIM ,  Bdmoii,  Ki-wep.ip>'n 

I^no.  Bwgamin  r  ,  UosUin,  Nnu'Bpnpon. 


d,  Uba  Elkn  U.,  ThomtHon,  Cl. 
J.  ThiHiiiu,  D.  o.,  Provideripp,  K.  1. 
Bi.ee,  IK'V.  A.E..  Stockbridge    . 
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Vols.       Pam. 
W.,  Belchertowa,  2  Manu»eripU. 

At  Conir.  Ch 10 

'rancU  C,  Boston 21  422 

D.  D.,  Boston 2 

I*.,  L.iDGaater,  Medallion. 

orticuhural  Society,  Boston 2 

Alexander,  Cambridge,  Manuscrlpti. 

.,  D.  D.,  Dorchester 21  20 

s,  Springfield 1 

nh.  Andover 2 

illlam,  Hardwick ,        I 

Charles,  Boston I 

lomas,  Ipswich 7 

wurd.  Sherman,  Tex 29  23 

?'.,  Thetford,  VI 3 

B^'rainary,  South  Tladley 1 

T.,  Lawrence,  Engraving 7  60 

Boston 1 

Antiqnarian  Society,  Manuscript. 

1.  Chelaea 1  3 

ab  A.,  New  Ilaven,  Cl 1  1 

.T.,  Brighton 88  «0 

I.,  Huston,  Newspapers. 

a'.e  of,  through  Gov.  Hartranft 7 

'..  D.  D.,  Ware tf 

itclnir.  N.  J 24 

laica  Plain 4 

Crvor^e,  Boston 14  229 

D.,  Nfw  Bedford 51  571 

Danvers 1 

,  New  Haven.  Ct.      .........         2 

>.,  West  Lebanon,  N.  H. 1 

•v.,  Dorchester,  Newspapers,  Picture 246  314 

1  W.,  Kensington,  CU,      .        .        • 1 

.  W.,  New  Haven,  Ct 9 

»8ton 10  750 

w  Bedford 1 

o«i-8  T.,  f^anbornton,  N.  H 3 

Ininbritlgo 2 

ivid,  Medway,  2  Manuscripts 3  1 

luoh,  ICiiynham 2 

.  D.,  Staiitun,  Va 1 

vent  Tract  Society I 

'.,  Wa-ttiiiifj^ion,  D.  C,  Map      .        .        ...        .        .        .        18 

>.  D.,  Ncwburyport I 

.     ' 23  l4 

0-.  D.,  Clearwater,  Minn '^ 

Walpole,  New.-papers 97 

eiiry,  Baltimore,  Md 1 

,  Boston 10  348 

imin  P.,  Concord,  N.  H. 1 

ard  C,  Bunlcer  Hill,  HI 1 

:.,  Wallham 1 

P..  Anhlund 1 

!he:soa 21 

,  D.  D.,  BoHton  Highlands 5 

,  D.  D.,  (K'rinany 1 

W.  A.,  Bradiug I 

ugatc,  Bostjn,  3  Manuscripts 1 


BY-LAWS. 


-Art.  I.  The  exerclM*  of  tho  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing:  tho  report  of  the 
IMrcctori  ami  other  ofllcera  having  reports  to  make,  action  upon  the  aame,  ilio  elucilon  of  ofll- 
eers,  and  tho  performance  of  nucli  i>ihfr  butineM  na  Ahall  proiKTly  eomo  before  the  mooting. 
^Art.  II.  The  Dirvctora  ahall  prescribe  their  own  tlinc8  of  mectluff,  aa  their  Judgment  of  the 
beat  intercata  of  tho  Aaeoc'aiion  may  sugveat,  and  the  method  of  culling  the  name.  All  their 
nie«>tlDKa  ahall  be  opened  wtlh  prayer.  They  ahall  alao  have  iwwer  to  appoint  and  order  any 
public  meotiog  of  the  Avaociation  for  annlveraary  purpoaea  whicn  they  may  ihinic  At. 

Art.  III.  At  tho  first  Dlrectora*  meeting  after  ihcir  appointment,  a  chnirman  shall  be  cho#cn 
by  ballot,  and  a  FlnuncM  Committi  o  and  Llhr^ry  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of  three  mem* 
bcr«),  to  serve  reapt'ctively  for  tho  year.  Immediately  a(U-r  the  opci-ing  of  each  mevtinif  tho 
mliiutca  of  the  previous  meeting  shall  bo  read,  and  a  docket  of  businU'S,  prepared  by  the  Oorrc- 
•»poi*ding  Sccri'Liry  and  Librarian,  shall  be  p:cfented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to  which  any  mem- 
ber may  add  other  ilema. 

Art.  IV.  The  Dirtctoia  rhall  make  a  report  of  their  d  ings  fcr  the  year  at  each  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Aasiicintion,and  suggest  such  measures  for  tlie  action  of  the  body  aa  lu  their  judg- 
mc-nt  ita  welfare  requires. 

Art.  V.  The  Correapondlng  Se<  retary  shall  discharge  t)io  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that 
offi.ce. 

ARr.  VI.    The  Recording  Secretiry  »hall  make  a  full  recrrd  of  whatever  bufdncss  is  trana- 
?t4>d  in  the  meetings,  botli  of  tho  AsaocLttion  and  of  the  Hoard  of  D-rectTi*,  in  a  book  providi  d 


fur  th.it  purpose,  and  ki  pt  at  the  rooms  of  the  Adtiociuilun. 

Art.  vlf.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Ansociatlon,  and 
hold  the  same  at  the  disptsal  of  the  Directors,  who  i^hull  alHO  drflne  tho  duties  and  refep>infibi'i- 
tiea  of  I  he  Aaaistant  Treaaurer,  —  paying  orly  such  bills  as  have  the  certified  approval  of  at  least 
two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  ite  shall  report  the  sbite  of  tho  Treasury  to  the  Asso- 
ciiilioD,  at  their  Aoaaal  Meetings,  and  to  tho  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OP  TUB  LIBRARY. 

Art.  I.  As  the  Library  U  Intended  to  be  essentially  a  library  of  Reference,  no  book,  pamphlet, 
or  manuscript  (except  as  hereluafter  provided)  snail  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  ne  re- 
niC'Ved  trom  the  Library  Room,  save  for  the  purposes  of  bindiag  or  repair,  without  the  wrltti-n 
pcrmisiiion  of  one  of  the  Library  Committee.  In  especial  canes,  the  Librarian  may,  on  his  own 
|Krn»onal  reaponsibtllty,  loan  such  books  andpamphleti*  (and  such  only)  aa  can  lie  eaKily  duplicated, 
the  clasfiiricatlon  having  been  made  by  the  Library  Committee ;  but  uo  book,  pampbiet,  or  raanu- 
•cript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than  one  week  without  a  special  vote  of  the  Library 
Coiumittee. 

Art.  IL  Persons  not  members  of  this  Association,  properly  voucliing  their  respectability  to  tho 
Lliirarian,  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  names  and  addre^  upon  th«-. 
Vi*iU>r*'  /B9oi:  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  fUlI  permission  to  consult  the  Library  during 
Library  hours,  suliject.  as  to  details,  to  the  supervision  of  tlie  Librarian. 

Art.  III.  All  specially  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  and  cnriusltlcs  belonging  to  the  Library 
ahali  >M*  kept  under  lock  and  key,  and  shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  of  the  Librarian  or  liis 
aMiNcaiitH. 

Art.  IV.  All  books  and  raanascripts  shall  bo  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  made  acceSBlble 
to  tlie  use  of  persons  detilrinir  to  consult  the  same. 

Akt.  v.  The  Library  sli all  be  open  on  all  week-days  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by 
thu  DoArd  of  Directors,  except  on  days  of  public  observance. 

Akt.  VI.  All  books,  tracts,  maim,  ami  manuscripts  bvlonglng  to  the  Association  shall  he  dis- 
tli.i'tly  marked  as  Its  property;  and  any  sue  i  liook,  tract,  or  nianuHrript  that  shall  be  presetted  to 
the  Soci«;ty  shall  bear  notice  of  the  fact,  witli  the  name  of  tho  ilonor. 

Art.  VII.  Manuscripts  of  a  confldenlial  cliaracier,  should  sueli  become  the  property  of  the 
A'is-ociittion,  shall  be  kept  In  a  place  of  special  deposit,  and  contiulted  ouly  under  bucli  regulations 
aa  rihall  be  prescribed  by  the  Library  Committee. 

ART.  VIII.  N'o  manosorlpt,  or  part  of  a  manuscript,  belonging  to  the  Association  shall  be  copied 
or  published,  except  on  vole  of  tho  Library  C<)minttt>  c;  but  tills  rule  nUall  nut  be  construed  to 
pr'*vent  tlic  publlcaiion  of  names,  dates,  and  like  mcmorauila,  without  surh  >iperlal  permisiiion. 

ART.  IX.  The  Librarian  may  exclude  Irom  the  Library  any  piTooa  abusing  the  privileges 
thereof;  but  such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Directors. 

THE  LIBRARIAN. 

A  KT.  I.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  book^,  tracts,  maps,  pictnres,  curiosities, 
TnMnii4cript«.and  other  property  ot  the  Asbociatbm  appropriate  to  the  Llhrary ;  shall  be  responsible 
fttr  tlie  proper  car**,  good  condition,  ana  good  order  of  tlie  sanie ;  stiall  cau»e  to  he  made  and  kept 
rXMCt  iiii'l  perfect  catalogu«>s  or  each  and  all  of  them;  and  hhall  do  whatever  may  be  in  hi^  powur. 
at  all  timed,  to  keep  safely  and  add  to  the  coUecilous  under  his  care,  — all  under  the  direcilun  of 
the  L.r*r.«ry  Committee. 

A  fc  r.  II.  He  shall  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  these  cidlcctions  by  a  note  addressed  to 
tbe  (S>Jii'>r. 

AKT.  III.  He  shall  report  at  each  stated  mocting  of  the  Dlreetors  all  donations  made  to  the 
Library  since  the  last  meeting,  with  the  nanu-s  of  the  donors,  and  at  the  annual  metrtinir  shall 
bre-'«<;i>t  a  atattrment  of  the  prinrlpal  arceN^lons  of  the  vcar,  with  dm-  nit-utiun  of  the  condition  and 
m.  i^t  prewlng  needs  of  the  Library,  and  Mnggei*tions  of  any  acti  -n  thi-n'on  diH-nie  I  expeiiicnt. 

A.KT.  IV.    The  Librarian  shall  have  the  service  of  on«;  or  inon*  Hh«ii!»taiti*,  ami  on  r»uch  terms  ax 


nre  on  which  *o 


tin*  Library  Committee  may  recom-nend  and  the  Dirert-.>rs  apptdnt  and  d»-termint', 
ART.  V^.  In  order  to  secure  the  greatei-t  attainable  safety  In  th*-  uh  •  of  the  !*truct 
murh  liAH  been  expended  to  make  thorouichlv  Are-proof,  the  Librarian  sliall  be  held  personally 
r«>#l»on4ll>le  tliat  every  Iron  shutter,  with  the  extra  doors,  be  Invariably  cl«»heil  and  secure! v  faM  «Mied 
daring  all  the  perioti  Intervening  between  the  en«i  »»f  library  houi-s  for  one  day  ami  their  bi'nln- 
nintc  forlhe  next.  He  shall  never  hini-elf  enter  the  room,  nor  allow  any  other  perion  ti  do  ho. 
with  any  lamp,  candle,  or  similar  light,  except  It  be  within  a  lantern,  for  additional  safety,  and 


'^*'i  RT.  VIII.    These  By-Laws  miy  be  amendfd.  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Association, 
bv  a  vole  of  two  thirds  of  tlie  members  present. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OF  THE 

iimcruan  <!t0itjg[rc0atronal  ^ss0nati0n[. 

OOMMOirVVEALTH  OF  ^CASSACHUBBTTd. 

In  the  Tiur  One  Thottnand  Eight  Hundred  <md  Pijly-Fonr, 

An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Congrcgntlunal  Library  AASOcUtion,  at  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Jlousf  of  Rcpresentatires,  in  General  Court  astembled,  and  bg 

the  tndhority  of  the  »ame,  at/oWtwe :  — 

Section  l.  RufuM  AmlcrHon,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  JuIUib  A.  Talmer,  their  aiuiociiitca  and  iiaeeei- 
BorH,  nro  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  tbo  name  of  tho  Oonyrpgiiional  Library  Asi>ociat!iin,al 
BoAtoii,  for  the  purpose  of  O'tahli^hing  and  perpctaating  a  Ubrnry  of  the  religious  bUtory  and 
li*craturu  uf  Xow  hngLiiid*  and  fur  tbo  erectl'tn  of  n  ^kultuble  biiilJing  for  ihc  docommodation  of 
th(;  ca  ne,  a  id  for  tb.'  u-c  of  charitable  »ocietlei»,  with  all  the  powers  and  pri\-ili*geii,  and  subject 
to  all  the  dutieH,reHtricllv>D0,  and  llabillllos  set  forth  in  the  forty-fuurlh  chapter  uf  the  KevUed 
Statutes. 

iSccTioN  2.  Said  corporation  mny  hold  real  or  pergonal  estate.  neressar>'  and  convenient  for 
the  puriioscH  nforrsaid.  to  an  a-nount  not  exceeding  In  the  whole  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dullard,  the  income  whereof  Bh.ll  bo  devoted  to  the  HforeMild  p'irpoites. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12, 1864. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  aa/uUowa  :  — 

BF.cnON  1.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Roston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  bold 
real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  huiidnd  and  fifty  thtunind  dollars,  In  addition  ta 
th<*  ainounl  tl):it  Kiiid  corpi^ration  is  now  itUthorizod  by  law  to  hold;  provided,  that  no  part  of 
Bald  amount  hhall  lie  invi'st<-d  in  real  ci<ticte,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  a'ld  the 
erection  or  prepiiriitioti  of  a  (suitable  bulliling:.  to  be  uned  for  the  purposes  of  said  corporation. 
na  Hut  f'jrih  in  the  Act  of  Inourporatlun  p  i«st*d  April  twcldh,  in  tJic  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
lifty-four. 

Ulction  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  .lAer  its  pasfago. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24, 1856. 

Be  it  enictvd,  et<'.,  as  follows  :  — 

tiEcnoN  1.  The  Contfregatl  )nal  Library  Assocl.ition  is  hereby  aathorlscd  to  change  1(«  name 
a'ld  to  t:iko  tlie  name  of  the  Amcri  -an  Coiigr.'t;itioa:il  A-'t'OK-latl  in. 

i^KCTiON  2.  In  uddiii  Ml  to  the  poweri*  lit.-r<'tuf  ire  i(r:int«.'d  i»aid  corporation,  it  l*  bi-rehy 
aiitliori/."d  to  <lu  nuch  .lotn  ai^  m  ly  pro:note  the  I  .teie^t  of  Conen'sratiotial  rlmrchet*,  by  p'.lb• 
li^lllrl>;  work- ;  liy  furiiii*hini;  lilirjii  s  anil  iKOUiii.iry  al-1  to  parisbe-«,  chnrcliis,  and  Suh'i.iih 
Scli'iois  :  pr.Miiiiiliii;  frinuUy  InterconrHi.'  juiil  co-operation  amonif  CoJiirregatlmiul  tn!iJii'iT» 
ariil  clMinh.  H,  anil  with  uthef  (Icuoiuliiationc,  a:ul  by  colK-ctiog  and  di4bur:<ing  funds  for  tbc 
ab  ivf  '>l.ijt'Cf. 

iSi.cnoN  3.    Tills  act  hIuiII  talvO  elFcct  on  its  pa^.-^aire. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1*04. 

Be  if.  ciiii  '(''il,  t:.'i".,  ax  follows  :  — 

h-KTiON  1.  The  Anu-ricin  (.\»Mirr«'Lj.illonal  Association,  at  Ronto-j.  iii  h»  rub}*  nuthori/fd  to 
Iml  I  li-al  a;i<l  piTsoiial  cHta!!:  to  th*-  atM.nint  uf  four  Iiun<|r-(>il  and  liftv  tliouiand  do!lari>,  In 
adilition  t>i  th*.*  urnouni  tli.it  naid  ('orporatioii  Ih  now  aiiibirizud  by  law  to  liuld. 

.Sic HON  'I.    Thiri  act  i:<luill  lake  (.tlVct  up'>n  iti»  pahMa'.'i>. 

[Aj'pruved  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  24,  1>71. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Aht.  T.    The  na'no  <>f  thin  b  »Jy  !«hall  be  the  Amkricav  Cont.reo  VTinNAL  Association. 

Aiir.  II.  Tin-  oliJL'ot  of  this  A^mK-iaMon  uhal.  be  tti  mcnri*  ibo  erecliin,  in  the  City  of  Huston, 
of  a  0  >N(:i{i  c  vTiovAi.  IIoisk  f.>r  ihc  nii-(>tink;s  uf  ilio  ho  ly,  ihi.»  aitco'nmodation  of  It;*  lihr.iiy, 
ami  f  ir  tli«;  furthcranc'.'  ot' itn  ^  •ni-ral  purp>i.<i»K;  to  f)  ind  a  ul  perp-tiiate  a  library  oT  b  lok*, 
{ijiMphI't-«,  a'i<l  iiuri'i'«*rip"-,  aii«l  a  i.»lli.'irio')  of  pnrtr.iitf*  and  ri'lics  uf  tb-.'  past;  a  id  lo  dn  what- 
ever tl-i. —  wiiliii  tin'  limit!*  of  it-;  A\  irtcr  —  shall  nrrvi;  ti>  ill'.i-?trat«»  Congregaii-jrial  bi>lory  and 
|in»inc>ti'  the  i;-"  »T  il  i  it«.TcHi'«  ol"  tb    ('i)riijre::ational  cbnr«-lK'.«». 

Aid'.  III.  Thin  A-»'i(iati"n  hIi.iI.  In-  cntnpo^e  I  i>f  niiinhnrs  of  Ortb'jd.»x  Cougrejjritional 
cli.irili'S,  pay:r>L^  ca-h  cmw  -li'Il  ir,  -ir  in  iri-,  i  it  •  i'-*  'I'ro.i^nry. 

Aur.  I\'.  'Til'.'  oill  «r-«  of  tliiw  A-Hooi.iti  iii  sliill  be  a  I'reMiileiit,  i>ucb  a  number  of  VI  •■■■PrvM- 
d'tit-a-*  ihc  A-»^■ci.ltioll  ni:iy  iV-'in  year  to  year  ele -l.a  ( N-rr.fiJ'iMdlng  and  Ivciordiinf  f*.'i:»-<  t-iry. 
a  Lil'iarian.  rri'iisMrcr,  A-si-iant  I'nasnror.  and  an  An"lit;»r.  'I  biHe'Secretaru—,  LiVir.iri.i  i.  atid 
Ti' •:iHiir<iH.  wii'.i  ftiutt<en  h'Ihts,  kIi.iII  he  a  I}<>ar<lnf  Dire'-tors,  rharired  with  th-  jfon-  ral  inier- 
e-i-i  (if  the  A-«:o.  hiii.-n.  live  of  wlioui  Hhall  rinwtilnte  a  ipiornni  for  the  trans.iction  of  b.iiiiiirM. 
The-i-  i'lli<-v  rn  nhall  h-.*  ehonon  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  M»'etlnu'-«. 

Am.  \'.  Tho  An-.ual  Mi('tin:;»«  fir  the  cholo  »  of  i-Hl-errt,  ami  f»r  other  buslne^n  approD'i^ti' 
t«i  i-ii>.h  riievti'  u'r^i  ••ha  I  be  hel  1  in  l?n-ton.  on  I'u  --l  \y  pr.-cn-ijim;  tliel  idt  \Veilne«*ilav  i!»  M  ly,  l*i 
e  I'-h  >«"!»»■»  s>^ 'w.lve  o'll-n-k,  M.  Spe«'i.il  nietinirH  may  b- called  at  any  time  by  I  Iw  Hoard  of 
I)ie«l  n-.  Th"  ainiial  ati.l  fill  hp  ci.il  ni-.tinij<  nnisi  he  i-a'led  b»'  niiblir)lie<l  noli  .•e.'«  in  lb ' 
•  ►rtriodox  (.'.jni;r.'i;at.t.iial  weekly  newsp  iper.i  i.f  li-isio  i  at  la-»i  one  we:*k  previous. 

Aur.  VI.  'I  bin  C»n-ti'ntion  TU.iy  \w  ait  -r.-'l  at  any  .\ntiu  il  Meetlni;  by  a  vot-j  of  two  lhirdf» 
(if  tlie  ininiber-  present,  p-iblie  no'if'e  having  bui'ii  %  ven  of  the  nature  of  th:>  prop  ised  alteniti^ja 
in  the  call  f'>r  the  meetiiiij.  b  it  the  third  (irli:!»:  sh  ill  be  unalterable. 
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THE  AMERICAN   CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS    MEETING. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist)  was 
held  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  May  30,  1876,  at  12  m. 

The  president  occupied  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
Lyman  Whiting,  d.  d.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  of  the 
Treasurer,  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for 
publication  at  their  discretion. 

Whereupon  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ministerial  Bureau 
was  submitted  by  Dr.  Dexter,  concluding  with  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  he  proposed  for  adoption  :  — 

Resolved,  That  no  further  action  be  taken  by  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  for  the  continuance  of  the  Bureau  of  Ministerial  Supply. 

Resolved,  That  this  is  done  in  the  hope,  and  with  the  urgent  request, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Bureau  shall  be  assumed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Home  Missionary  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  Cofhmittee  of  Three  be  appointed  to  attend  the  ap- 
proaching Annual  Business  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Home  Mission- 
ary Society,  and,  in  behalf  of  this  Association,  urge  upon  it  the  adoption 
of  the  policy  and  the  acceptance  of  the  labor  suggested  in  this  report. 

This  report  was  accepted  and  referred  like  the  others,  and  the 
three  resolutions  were  passed.  Messrs.  Dexter,  Means,  and  Noyes 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  lay  the  resolutions  before  the  Massa- 
chusetts Home  Missionary  Society. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 

year  :  — 

President, 

Hon.  EDWARD   S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Weybridge,  Vt. 
Rev.  RuFus  Anderson,  d.  d.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Medway,  Mass. 
Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 


Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence.  R.  I. 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d.,  New  Haven,  Conn, 
Hon.  Lafavette  S.  Foster,  Norwich,  Codd. 
Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Harlford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  M.  Tavlor,  d.d..  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Rev,  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.  d.,  Marietta,  O. 
Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.  d.,  Cleveland,  O. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  A,  Hvde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Rev,  Julian  M.  Stuhtevant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  111. 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.d.,  Chicago,  lU. 
Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  III. 
A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Rev,  William  E.  Merriman,  Ripon,  Wis. 
a  Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  d.  d.,  Sl  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev,  William  Salter,  d.  d.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Rev,  George  Mooar,  d.  d.,  Oakland,  CaL 
Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  d.d.,  Montreal,  Canada. 

jOfreciort. 
Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobbv,  Boston.         Hon.  Rupus  S.  Fkost,  Chelsea. 
John  Field,  Esq.,  Arlington.  J.  Russell  Bradford,  Esq.,  Bos- 

Rev.  AlonzoH.  Quint,  d.d.,  New  ton,      * 

Bedford.  S,  D,  Warren,  Esq ,  Boston. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.d.,  Bos-        David  N.  Skillings,  Esq.,  Win- 
ton.  Chester. 
Henry  D.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Boston.            Kev.  N,  G.  Clark,  d.  d.,  Boston. 
Rev.  John  O.  Means,  d.d.,  Boston.       Richard  H,  Stearns,  Esq.,  Bos- 
Jaues  p.  Melledge,  Esq.,  Cam-  ton. 
bridge.                                                 James  White,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Liirariart,  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  CheUea. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Newburyport 

Auditor. 
JOSEPH    N.  BACON,  Esq.,  Newton, 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Bee.  See. 


THE  TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF  THE 

American   Congregational  Association. 


It  is  a  little  more  than  a  year  since  work  on  the  library  building 
i^as  finished,  and  thus  the  long-looked-for  Congregational  House, 
►eing  completed  and  occupied,  became  a  reality  \o  those  who  had 
o  long  beheld  it  only  by  the  eye  of  faith. 

It  is  occupied  generally  as  at  our  last  report.  But  one  room  is 
-acant.  One  store  and  two  rooms  on  the  fourth  floor  are  held  by 
^nants  at  will,  at  very  low,  merely  nominal  rents,  until  more  remu- 
i.€rative  prices  can  be  obtained.  The  salaries  of  some  of  the  em- 
>loyees  have  recently  been  reduced,  as  the  income  of  the  Association 
ts  compared  with  the  outlay  demanded  such  reduction. 

While  a  less  numbei%)f  books  may  have  been  added  to  the  library 
l3an  in  some  former  years,  yet,  in  real  value,  the  closing  has  been  an 
•^cceptionally  good  year.  More  rare  and  valuable  publications  have 
>eeu  received  than  in  any  previous  twelve  months.  The  present 
i^ondition  and  wants  of  the  Association  are  briefly  as  follows  :  — 

We  have  a  valuable  property,  with  stores  for  rental,  and  ample 
accommodation  for  all  our  denominational  societies ;  and  a  library 
building  unsurpassed  for  convenience,  security  against  fire,  and  in 
every  way  suited  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed.  It  is 
everywhere  admitted  that  no  location  could  have  been  selected  that 
^ould  be  more  convenient  for  all  who  have  business  with  our  various 
'^^^^gious  organizations ;  that  all  the  societies  are  well  accommodated 
'"^^  space  and  light,  and  are  perfectly  satisfied  in  these  respects.  The 
l^ouse  has  become  widely  known  as  a  centre  for  Congregationalists  ; 
^^  is  complete  in  all  its  parts,  solid  in  structure,  and  will  require  but 
^'^^  small  expense  for  repairs  for  many  years.  In  ordinary  times  of 
'^^siness  prosperity,  and  with  only  the  debt  of  $200,000,  which,  when 
^^^  buildings  were  purchased,  was  supposed  to  be  the  maximum  of 
^^debtedness,  our  income  would  meet  our  expenditures ;  but  it  is 
^^H  known  that  unforeseen  circumstances  arising  in  the  providence 
^i  God  such  as  the  great  fire  and  the  commercial  panic,  prevented 


our  receiving  such  contributions  as  were  confidently  anticipated,  and 
made  a  further  debt  of  f  50.000  inevitable  ;  and  thus  it  has  come  to  . 
pass  that  the  receipts  fall  short  of  the  expenses  by  just  about  the 
interest  upon  this  $5*''°''°-  ^^  sliould  be  said,  however,  that  the 
income  from  rents,  if  every  store  and  room  were  occupied,  and  the 
rents  were  the  same  as  when  tenants  first  look  possession,  would 
even  now  be  sufficient ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  with 
the  return  of  cominercia!  prosperity  and  the  revival  of  business,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  meeting  all  current  expenses. 

This  Association  embarked  in  a  noble  enterprise  after  careFiil 
thought  and  earnest  prayer.  By  the  blessing  of  God  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  our  hearts'  desire  for  a  Congregational  House  ;  and  now 
the  honor  of  the  denomination  is  concerned,  not  only  to  retain  it, 
but  to  place  it  on  a  sure  and  broad  foundation,  where  temporary 
reverses  in  business  will  not  affect  its  usefulness,  and  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments will  be  avoided.  Although  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  the  directors  were  painfully  aware  tliat  the  regular  income  would 
be  insufficient  to  meet  current  expenses,  they  yet  delayed  making 
any  special  effort  lo  obtain  funds  until  a  few  weeks  since.  A  brief 
appeal  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Congregational  Club  was  tbeo 
made,  which  resulted  in  our  receiving  ?i.797  from  that  source,  in- 
cluding J437  which  came  through  personal  appeals  of  our  secretary. 
Subsequently  a  committee  was  appointed  to  present  the  matter  to  the 
Congregational  ministers  at  their  Monday-morning  meeting.  It  was 
very  gratifying  to  know  of  the  interest  in  the  House  manifested  by 
these  clergymen,  and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  contributions 
will  be  taken  up  in  nearly  all  the  churches  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  and 
that  soon  our  treasury  will  be  in  receipt  of  a  large  amount  from  this 
source.  Some  of  the  churches  have  already  responded,  and  others 
have  agreed  to  do  so  within  the  next  few  weeks.  In  this  way,  or  in 
some  other,  our  denomination  should  raise  f  6,000  in  order  to  carry 
us  forward  to  January,  1878.  And  to  the  question  of  present,  and 
the  pressing  necessities  for  the  coming  twenty  months,  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  the  Association  is  respectfully  and  earnestly 
directed. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  from  the  first  attempt  to  establish  a 
Congregational  House,  the  friends  of  the  enterprise  have  looked  for- 
ward to  a  time  when  it  would  be  owned  free  from  debt,  and  when 
the  rents  from  business  occupants  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  all 
expenses,  and  then  our  religious  societies  would  have  their  several 
rooms  rent  free.  It  is  a  grand  object  to  work  for  and  to  pray  for ; 
and  if  some  of  our  large-hearted  and  wealthy  friends  will  give  their 


ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  it  can  be  done,  and  the  treas- 
ury of  every  one  of  our  Congregational  religious  societies  will  then 
be  annual  beneficiaries  to  the  amount  of  their  rents.  But  if  this 
result  cannot  be  reached  in  the  near  future,  the  directors  are  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  at  least  paying  off  the  second 
mortgage  of  $50,000.  This  alone  will  reduce  our  expenses  $3,500, 
and,  the  stores  being  let,  there  may  then  be  set  apart,  year  by  year, 
something  for  a  sinking  fund,  which  shall  in  time  result  in  entire 
freedom  from  debt  The  responsibility  of  successfully  carrying  for- 
ward this  Association  rests  with  the  members  of  our  churches.  The 
house  is  theirs.  The  objects  to  be  attained  are  very  desirable,  and 
should,  as  the  directors  think,  engage  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
every  Congregation  alist. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY 

For  1875-6. 

In  general  there  is  little  that  seems  to  your  committee  needful  to 
be  now  said  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Library  more  than  to 
note  the  brief  statistics  of  its  condition,  and  gratefully  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  year  now  closing  has  been  one  of  decided  though 
not  striking  prosperity. 

The  actual  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  to-day  is  17,806, 
besides  4,595  duplicates,  making  a  total  of  22,401.  This  is  an  in- 
crease since  the  last  Annual  Report  of  1,534,  exclusive  of  duplicates. 
There  have  been  given  to  the  Library  during  the  year  5,011  pamph- 
lets (largely  duplicates),  making  the  present  estimated  number  in 
stock  but  little  short  of  100,000.  There  have  been  given  during  the 
year  to  the  Library  1,169  books  and  5  manuscripts.  About  200 
volumes  have  been  bound. 

Fair  progress  has  been  made  in  the  slow  and  indispensable  work 
of  cataloguing,  the  great  alphabetical  catalogue  of  slips,  pasted  in 
volumes,  having  been  carried  to  the  title  "  Congregationalism." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY   M.  DEXTER, 
JOHN   O.  MEANS, 
ALONZO   H.  QUINT, 

CotnmiiUe, 
Boston,  May  25,  1876. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON  THE   BUREAU   OF 
MINISTERIAL   SUPPLY   FOR   1875-6. 

The  commencement  of  the  year  now  closing  found  this  experi- 
mental work  hopefully  begun  in  ibe  hands  —  under  the  supervision 
of  the  committee  —  of  Mr.  George  Beal.  For  nearly  eleven  of  the 
twelve  months  it  has  been  carried  on  by  Mr.  Beal  with  the  sincere 
desire,  and,  as  the  committee  ihink,  the  faithful  endeavor  on  his 
part  to  test  fairly  the  problem  whether  the  common  cause  can  wisely 
and  successfully  be  served  in  this  manner.  Some  six  weeks  ago 
Mr.  Beal  found  himself  providentially  compelled  to  remove  from 
town,  and  to  pass  over  this  labor  to  some  other  hands  ;  but,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  committee,  he  consented  to  retain  his  nominal 
connection  to  the  close  of  the  year,  and  now  lays  it  down,  leaving  il 
for  the  Association  to  decide  what  course  shall  hereafter  be  taken, 
offering  to  pass  over  to  whatever  successor  may  undertake  the  duty 
—  should  it  be  continued  —  the  valuable  series  of  books  and  records 
which  he  has  accumulated,  and  which  would  have  great  use.  on  the 
condition  that  such  successor  assume  the  moderate  obligations  of 
service  under  which  the  Bureau  is  left  for  moneys  received. 

Your  committee  take  this  opportunity  to  express  their  confidence 
in  Mr.  Beal.  and  their  conviction  that  he  has  conducted  an  extremely 
difficult  and  delicate  labor  with  entire  honesty  of  purpose  and  with 
a  degree  of  success  which,  on  the  whole,  is  highly  gratifying. 

As  to  the  future,  your  committee  have  felt  great  hesitancy  as  to 
what  course  they  might  most  wisely  recommend.  Enough  of  suc- 
cess has  been  realized  to  make  them  very  unwilling  that  the  en- 
deavor should  be  abandoned,  while  yet  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  carry  forward  the  work  without  the  broader 
interest  and  co-operation  of  the  churches,  and  that  it  would  be  very 
important  for  the  securing  of  such  interest  and  co-operation  that  it 
be  not  left  to  fall  into  individual  and  comparatively  irresponsible 
hands,  but  be  attached  to,  and  made  a  part  of,  the  normal  work  of 
some  organization,  which  might  naturally  employ  it  and  iabor  through 
it,  and  which  would  gain  for  it  at  once  the  genera!  confidence. 

The  bare  statistics  of  what  has  been  accomplished  during  the  past 
year  your  committee  confidently  submit  in  evidence  of  the  real  and 
considerable  value  of  the  Bureau,  even  in  the  rudimentary  and  im- 
perfect way  in  which  it  has  been  compelled  to  carry  on  its  functions. 
They  are  these,  viz. — 


It  has  served  in  one  way  or  another  (either  in  aiding  them  to 
settle  pastors,  or  to  fill  their  pulpits  for  one  or  more  Sabbaths)  192 
different  churches,  which  churches  have  been  situated  in  all  the 
New  England  States,  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Ohio. 

It  has  sent  out  correspondingly  for  such  temporary  or  perma- 
nent service  112  different  ministers. 

The  number  of  Sabbaths  thus  supplied  with  preaching  by  the 
Bureau  has  been  780. 

The  largest  number  of  preachers  sent  out  on  any  one  week  has 
been  28 ;  the  smallest  number  7  ;  the  average  number  15. 

The  number  of  ministers  who  have  desired  from  the  Bureau  aid 
in  procuring  a  settlement  has  been  118  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  number  of  churches  who  have  desired  its  assistance  in  securing 
a  pastor  has  been  only  49 ;  so  that,  by  the  failure  of  the  churches 
to  seek  the  aid  of  the  Bureau  in  like  proportions  with  candidates 
for  the  pastorate,  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  it  has  been  able  to 
offer  to  these  ministerial  brethren  but  little  more  at  the  best  than  an 
average  of  ^  of  a  chance  each. 

Of  84  churches  which  were  without  a  pastor,  applying  to  the 
Bureau  for  its  service,  only  49  (or  -j^jths  of  the  whole  number)  asked 
it  to  aid  them  in  re-establishing  the  pastorate. 

Two  real  and  substantial  benefits  may  be  gratefully  set  down  to 
the  credit  of  the  work  of  the  year,  viz,  — 

(i.)  Thirty-five  (35)  ministers  have  been  aided  successfully  to 
find  settlement,  of  whom  two  were  in  Ohio  and  one  in  New  York, 
and  — 

(2.)  Three  or  four  men  who  came  into  New  England  with  the 
intention  of  saddling  themselves  upon  some  of  its  unwary  churches, 
and  levying  upon  them  for  their  own  support  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
time,  have  been  defeated,  exposed,  and  obliged  to  retire  in  disgrace, 
by  the  simple  but  salubrious  operation  of  that  most  wise  and  indis- 
pensable requirement  of  this  Association  and  of  its  committee,  that 
no  person  not  on  our  own  Congregational  list,  shall  receive  the 
endorsement  of  the  Bureau,  even  for  a  single  half-day's  preaching 
service,  who  could  not  satisfy  the  committee  by  unquestionable  cre- 
dentials of  his  good  standing  in  the  Christian  ministry. 

When  the  amount  of  evil  which  may  easily  be  done  and  which 
often  has  been  done  by  one  such  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  is  remem- 
bered, your  committee  feel  that  this  simple  purpose  of  mutual  pro- 
tection, if  no  other  consideration  suggested  itself,  would  offer  ample 
reason  for,  and  justification  of,  the  continuance  of  an  undertaking  so 
well  begun  and  on  the  whole  so  fruitful. 


lO 

They  do  not  feel,  then,  that  it  would  be  right  or  wise  for  them  to 
recommend  the  discontinuation  of  this  effort  to  advantage  ministers 
and  churches ;  and  this  the  more  that,  borrowing  from  our  brief 
experience,  Chicago  has  commenced  a  similar  Bureau,  with  encour- 
aging success. 

Your  committee  would  have  no  difficulty  in  designating  individ- 
uals—  one  or  more  —  who  would  be  quite  willing,  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  Association,  to  undertake  to  fill  Mr.  Beal's  vacant  place, 
and  carry  forward  the  experiment  which  he  has  so  well  beg^n  ;  but 
many  difficulties  occur  to  them  as  likely  to  encumber  and  imperil 
a^y  such  endeavor,  and  they  think  they  see  a  more  excellent  way. 

It  is  their  conviction  that  this  work  of  aiding,  primarily,  Massa- 
chusetts candidates  to  Massachusetts  pulpits,  and  the  converse,  — 
which,  it  seems  to  them,  also  naturally  includes  the  lesser  but  kin- 
dred work  of  supplying  vacant  pulpits  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  — 
belongs  in  point  of  philosophy  to  the  Massachusetts  Home  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  they  can  see  no  good  reason  why  it  should^ not 
belong  to  it  in  point  of  fact.  It  seems  to  them  that  the  secretary 
of  that  Society,  by  virtue  of  his  position,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  next 
and  nearest  friend  of  every  pastorless  church  in  the  Commonwealth, 
and  that  it  would  be  an  altogether  natural  and  happy  arrangement, 
which  should  connect  with  the  office  and  office-work  of  that  Society 
this  Bureau  and  its  endeavors  for  churches  on  the  one  hand  and 
ministers  on  the  other.  They  believe  that  for  that  Society  to  under- 
take this  friendly  interposition  would  at  once  awaken  the  (thus  far 
delayed)  confidence  of  the  churches  in  the  feasibility,  wisdom,  and 
hopefulness  of  this  method  of  meeting  their  pulpit  wants,  and 
would  rally  to  the  general  advantage  of  that  organization  in  all  its 
great  work  a  new  and  helpful  increment  of  popular  interest,  while 
they  cannot  but  feel  also  that  to  centre  the  thoughts  of  candidates 
for  the  pastorate  upon  that  Society  would  be  a  gain  to  both  parties 
in  the  transaction. 

And  your  committee  cannot  but  feel  that  were  the  Massachusetts 
Home  Missionary  Society  even  to  appoint  a  new  and  special  officer 
for  the  charge  of  this  department  of  the  home  work,  assuming  all 
the  cost  thereof,  and  offering  all  the  wisest  aids  of  the  bureau  sys- 
tem, when  most  fully  and  perfectly  developed,  without  money  and 
without  price,  to  all  churches  and  all  ministers  desiring  the  same, 
it  could  not  make  a  wiser  expenditure,  either  for  the  cause  of  the 
Master  in  general  or  for  its  own  interests  in  particular. 

Without  dwelling  here  further,  then,  upon  these  views,  your  com- 
mittee draw  their  report  to  a  close  by  asking  the  passage  by  this 
Association  of  the  following  resolutions,  viz.  — 
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Vols.       Pam. 

Silas,  D.  D.,  Bradford,  Vt. 1 

%m*:B  H.,  D.  D.,  Dorchester 7  18 

lev.  N.,  Worcester 2 

•,  Rev.  William,  Newbaryport,  Library  of 1 

ev.  W.  H.,  Berlin,  Conn 2 

ELev.  Thomas,  Ipswich 14  92 

>lyoke  Seminary,  Soath  Hadley 1 

ev.  D.  P.,  Byfleld 4 

lev.  H.  J.,  West  Newton 1  101 

}iev.  F.  B.,  Boston 2  1 

Daniel,  Hartford.  Conn 1 

och,  D.  D.,  Bangor,  Me 2 

ev.  E.  Om  Lexington 1  8 

,  Rev.  George,  Boston,  Map .         0 

(iss  Eliza  Susan,  Boston 1 

lev.  Amos,  Abbott,  Me 4 

7.  F.  A.,  Bast  Taunton 1 

V.  B.,  BvereU 1 

on.  Joseph  S.,  Boston  Highlands .        17  188 

Rpv.  Edwin,  WaIxK>le,  N.  H.,  3  manuscripts. 

unes  C.)  Dorchester 1  .8 

William  Q.  T.,  D.  D.,  New  York  City 13 

Rev.  T.  L.,  Jewett  City,  Conn 1 

3v.  D.  A.  W.,  Burmah 8 

T.,  Boston 3 

1, 8.  N.,  Boston,  Engraving 7  209 

,  Joseph,  Chelsea 1 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  D.,  Ipswich 1 

[.  N.,  D.  D.,  Boston 2 

Lev.  R.,  D.  D.,  Bordentown,  N.  J 1 

Irs.  @.  H.,  Andover 65 

Rev.  E.  P.,  Ashland      .        .        . 6  8 

n,  William,  D.  D.,  Hartford,  Conn 1 

Joseph,  Wells,  Me 1  % 

Ivan,  D.  D.,  South  Berwick,  Me.,  Estate  of 66 

lomas,  Boston 4 

!V.  R.  G.,  Boston 8  1 

rv.  A.  O.,  M.  D.,  Boston 1 

Ige,  Rev.  T.  C,  Boston 2  6 

!V.  H.  M.,  Fltchburg 2 

H.,  Chicago,  III 1 

1,  William  U.,  Newton 1 

Seminary,  Norton 1 

b,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.,  Concord 145 

iiss  Hannah,  Ashfleld 272 

,  Thomas  H.,  2  manuscripts ,        • 

^v.  Thomas,  Stoughton 51 

,  Mrs.  Miron,  Boston 8 

i  Board  of  Missions,  Boston 4 

artholomew,  Newton 6 

',  Rev.  J.  D  ,  Rosevllle,  III 1 

lege,  New  Haven,  Conn 1 


\ 
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Now  Haven,  I'r.f.  Otwrto  B.  1>bj' 
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Iowa, 

Belle  FlulD,  Hay.  DudIdI  I^o  .  . 
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A.L.  WniM   .  . 


U^dsrurk.TboDi 

N«w  IMIOrd,  H 

Kew10D,J.  N.B - 

"  WllUnm  O.  Trovbridae  ■ 
"       Wm.l.N.  Ta>bDi,  d.d. 

Qnlncf,  Cona'l  Cb.  and  t^i  - 

mldii.Croinble  St.  Cb.  a 

__•'      Tubemadejrh.  M 


Wliio 


r.  D.  N.S 


,1  H.  Tvler     .  .  -   . 
IdSDDtliCb.  and  Si 


Miuocni. 

Sprlnsdeld,  C.  B.  Daiwoad  .  .  . 

New  Hampshikb. 


•■        BrtKhion  Uigtrict,  Wm.  C. 

BtroDg 

"       OhnrlMluwD  raatrlct,  Oeo. 

Hyde 

•■       Cbiirlralown  IH>trlBt,  Her. 

A.S.TB'ombly  .... 
•'       Dorcl>i'«lorDi«trict,RBT.P. 

A.Hand 

"       D^irchwier     Diltrtc^    Bi- 

"       DorchFaicc  Dlitrlct,  Frooli 

Wood 

"       Jam  Hlea  Plain,  It.  W.Wood, 


Rodman,  Iter.  BainDel  jDhneon  .  . 
Byracurs,  Cong'ICh.  and  Soe. .  .  . 
WelliTille,  litCoDg'l  Cb.  and  Soe. 
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Vols.       Pam. 

IfcEeeo,  Siliw,  D.  d.,  Bradford,  Vt. 1 

Ifeans,  Jamea  H.,  D.  D.,  Dorchester 7  18 

Mighill,  Rev.  N.,  Worcester 2 

Miltimore,  Rev.  William,  Newbaryport,  Library  of 1 

Moore,  Rev.  W.  H.,  Berlin,  Oonn 2 

Morong,  Rev.  Thomas,  Ipswich 14  92 

Mount  Bolyoke  Seminary,  Soath  Hadley 1 

Noyes,  Itev.  D.  P.,  Byfleld i 

Patrick,  Rev.  H.  J.,  West  Newton 1  101 

Perkins,  Rev.  F.  B.,  Boston 2  1 

PhllUps,  Daniel,  Hartford.  Conn 1 

Pond,  Enoch,  d.  d.,  Bangor,  Me 2 

Porter,  Rev.  E.  O.,  Lexlugton ...1  3 

Puochard,  Rev.  George,  Boston,  Map        ..••....         0 

Qnincy,  Miss  Eliza  Susan,  Boston 1 

Redlon.  Rev.  Amos,  Abbott,  lie 4 

Reed.  E^ev.F.  A.,  East  Taunton 1 

Rogers,  W.  B.,  Everett 1 

Ropes,  Hon.  Jo«epb  B.,  Boston  Highlands 17  133 

Beabury,  R«>v.  Edwin,  Walpole,  N.  H.,  3  manuscripts. 

6harp,  James  0.,  Dorchester 1  3 

Bhedd.  William  Q.  T.,  D.  D.,  New  York  City 13 

Bhipman,  Rev.  T.  L.,  Jewett  City,  Conn. 1 

Smith,  Rev.  D.  A.  W.,  Burmah 8 

Snow,  8.  T.,  Boston 3 

Stockwell,  B.  N.,  Boston,  Engraving 7  209 

8weet«er,  Joseph,  Chelsea 1 

Tappan,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  D.,  Ipswich 1 

Tarbox,  I.  N.,  d.  d.,  Boston 2 

Taylor,  Rev.  R.,  D.  D.,  Bordentown,  N.  J 1 

Taylor,  Mrs.  8.  H.,  Andover 65 

Tenney,  Rev.  E.  P.,  Ashland 6  6 

llijmpson,  William,  D.  D.,  Hartford,  Conn 1 

Tit  comb,  Joseph,  Wells,  Me 1  « 

Tobey,  Alvan,  d.  d..  South  Berwick,  Me.,  Estate  of 66 

Todd,  Thomas,  Bo«ton 4 

ToK'S,  Rev.  R.  O.,  Boston 8  1 

Treat,  Rev.  A.  O.,  M.  d.,  Boston 1 

Trowbridge,  Rev.  T.  C,  Boston 2  6 

Tyler,  Rev.  H.  M.,  Fltchburg 2 

Vilas,  C.  H.,  Chicago,  111 1 

Wardwell,  William  H.,  Newton 1 

Whoaton  Seminary,  Norton 1 

Whiteomb,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.,  Concord 145 

White.  Miss  Hannah,  Ashflold 272 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  2  manuscripts ,       • 

Wilson,  Rev.  Thomas,  Btonghton 51 

Winslow,  Mrs.  Miron,  Boston 8 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  Boston 4 

Wood,  Bartholomew,  Newton •  6 

Wyckoff,  Rev.  J.  D.,  Rosevllle,  IlL 1 

Tale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn 1 


BY-LAWS. 


Abt.  T.  The  exercises  of  the  Aannal  Meeting  shall  be  prayer,  hearing  the  report  of  the  Directors 
mod  other  ofllcers  having  reports  to  make,  action  apon  the  same,  the  election*of  officers,  and  the 
performaoce  of  snch  other  business  as  shall  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

Abt.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  Jadjmient  of  the  best 
Interests  of  the  Association  mair  snggest,  and  the  method  of  calllnK  the  same.  All  their  meetings 
•hall  be  opened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting 
of  the  Association  for  anniversary  purposes  which  they  may  tulnk  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors^  meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  chairman  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee  by  nomination  (eacli  of  three  members), 
to  s^nre  respectively  for  the  year.  Immediately  after  the  openini^  of  cacn  meeting  the  mlnuicA  of 
tie  previous  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  Corrcspondinff  Scc> 
retary  and  Librarian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to  which  any  member  may  add 
other  Items. 

Abt.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Association,  and  suggest  such  measarea  for  the  action  of  the  body  as  In  their  Judgment  its 
welfare  requires. 

Akt.  V.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that 
office. 

Abt.  YI.  The  BecordluK  Secretary  shall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  business  is  transacted 
In  the  meetings,  Hoth  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purpo  •e,  and  kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Art.  vIL  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association,  and  hold 
the  same  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors,  who  shall  also  define  the  dnties  and  responsibilities  of 
the  Assistant  Treasurer,  — paying  only  such  bllN  as  have  the  certified  approval  of  at  least  two 
members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  ue  sliall  report  the  state  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Association, 
at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OF  THE  LIBRAKY. 

Abt.  I.  As  the  Library  is  int«>nded  to  be  essentially  a  library  of  Reference,  no  book,  pamphlett 
or  manoscript  (except  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  bo 
removed  ftom  the  Library  Room,  save  for  the  purposes  of  binding  or  repair,  without  the  written 
permission  of  one  of  the  Librarv  Committee.  In  et>peciHl  casei«,  tlie  Librarian  may,  on  his  own  per- 
sonal rt^ponslbllity,  loan  such  books  and  pamphlets  ^and  such  only)  as  can  be  easily  duplicated, 
the  cla»siflcation  having  been  made  bv  the  Library  Committee :  bnt  no  book,  pamphlet,  or  nianu- 
Bcript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than  one  week  without  a  special  vote  of  the  Library 
Co-nmittee. 

A3T.  II.  Persons  not  member*  of  this  Association,  properly  vouchlnsr  their  respectability  to  the 
Librarian,  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  names  and  addroas  upr>n  the 
nwfors'  Book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  permission  to  consult  the  Library  during 
Library  hours,  subjt-ct  as  to  details  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

Abt.  III.  All  specially  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  and  curiosities  belonging  to  the  Library 
•hall  be  kept  under  lock  and  key,  and  shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  of  the  Librarian  or  his 
assistants. 

Abt.  IV.  All  books  and  manuscripts  shall  bo  snitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  made  accessible  to 
the  u»c  of  persons  desiring  to  consult  the  same. 

Art.  V.  The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-days  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
Bo«rd  of  Directors,  except  on  days  of  public  ohservancc. 

Abt.  VI.  All  books  tracts,  maps,  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  Association  shall  be  dis- 
tinctly marked  as  Its  properly ;  and  any  such  book,  tract,  or  manu>»crlpt  that  shall  be  presented  to 
the  Hocletv  shall  bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

Abt.  vn.  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  character,  should  such  become  the  property  of  the 
AA4orlatlon,  shall  be  kept  in  a  plac '.  of  spc<*lal  deposit,  and  consulted  only  under  such  regulations 
a«  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Library  Committee. 

Art,  VIIl.  No  manuitcript,  or  part  of  a  manuscript,  belonging  to  the  A'^soclation  shall  be  copied 
or  published,  except  on  vote  ot  the  Library  Couimllteo ;  but  ihiB  rule  shall  not  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  pnbltbntion  of  names  dates,  and  like  niemorAnda,  without  such  special  permhHion. 

Art.  IX.  The  Librarian  may  exclude  from  the  Library  anv  person  abusing  the  privileges 
thereof;  but  such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Directors. 

THE  LIBRARIAN. 

Art.  I.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  books,  tracts,  maps,  pictures,  curiosities,  man- 
a5icript«.  an«i  other  property  of  the  Association  appropriate  t<»  tlie  Llhrary  ;  shall  be  responsible  for 
th*;  proper  care,  good  condition,  and  good  order  ol  the  same ;  eMall  ca'uHc  to  be  made  and  kept 
exact  and  perfect  cataloguen  of  each  aid  all  of  tliem  ;  and  ■♦hall  do  whatever  may  be  In  his  power, 
at  all  times,  t^  keep  safely  and  add  to  the  collections  under  \\U  cure,  — all  under  the  dlrectiou  of 
the  Library  Committee. 

Art.  II.  He  nhall  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  these  collections  by  a  note  addressed  to 
the  donor. 

Art.  III.  He  shall  report  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Directors  all  donations  made  to  the 
Libr-»ry  i*ince  the  last  meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  donors,  and  at  the  annual  nieetini;  f  hall  pre- 
sent a  •<tateinent  of  the  principal  accessions  of  the  year,  with  due  mention  of  the  condition  and 
ni'tst  prt'Msing  needs  of  tne  Library,  and  suggestions  of  any  sum  Ion  tiiereon  deemed  expedient. 

Art.  IV.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  service  of  one  or  "more  assl^tilntH,  >ind  on  such  terms  as  tlie 
Library  Committee  may  recommend  and  th"  Directors  appoint  and  determine. 

Art.  V.  lu  order  to  secure  the  greatest  att.iiuHble  siiieiv  in  the  \\*t\  of  the  structure  on  which  ro 
izinrb  lias  been  expended  to  make  ihoroughlv  flre-prooi''.  the  l.llirarian  sliall  be  held  personally 
T»^pon»lble  that  every  Iron  shmter,  with  the  extra  doon^.be  invariablv<-loseil  and  securely  I'asli-nffl 
during  all  the  period  Intervening  betw>-en  the  end  of  Library  hours  'for  one  day  and  their  begin- 
ning for  the  next.  He  shall  never  himself  enter  the  room,  n«ir  allow  any  otne'r  pei-son  lo  do  so, 
wjiii  any  lamp,  candle,  or  similar  light,  except  It  be  within  a  lantern,  for  additional  wafety,  and  in 
oo  vaaii  shall  a  kerosen    or  spirit  lamp  be  used. 

Aur.  VI.  The  Librarian  shall  be  present  In  the  Library,  In  pors-)n  or  bv  hi-*  nsslisiiant.  dnring  the 
regular  hours  heretofore  estnblished  in  these  By-Laws,  and  shall  d»)  afl  in  hi>  i)ower  to  aid  the 
Investlirations  of  those  desiring  to  use  the  books  and  «.th<T  collections.  lie  shall  nllovr  no  person, 
not  a  Director,  to  be  pri-seiit  In  the  Library  unless  he  be  there  in  person,  or  by  his  u-slstatit.  and  he 
aball  exerrls :  suitable  vigilance  lest  111  ns-  be  ma^le  of  the  Library  by  untrustworthy  persons. 

Abt.  VII.  All  By-Laws,  or  parts  of  By-Laws,  not  in  harmony  with  the  foregoing,  arc  hereby 
repealed. 

art.  VIII.  These  By  Laws  may  be  a  nended,  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Association, 
by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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Si  f.  i»>  ;■.    T!.!-  :ic"  ^I.■l'l  ta'.o  ilV-  <*t  on  itn  pa-sajc 
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<:t  i|o>  1.  11  <•  All- ri*  I'l  (' ••!:;r-i»  it'i'M'i:  A-i^  •riat'on.  fit  l>(i-t'»  i.  Im  li- r«''»y  :'.»:'1,  .ri  ■••.:•  i 
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Si  n  I  i>  J.     'J  ii.-  a  :  ■>:.  I  i  I  iKc  i  ll'-  :.   .'.» i.i  •>  ji.i--  i  .•«  . 

\;  in-'»\i''l  l»y  till'  Oovoriiur,  l-\  b.  'Jl,  1-Tl. 
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COMMOXWKALTII  <>I'  MASSACIIT'SETTS. 

In  tft^  Ymr  (.'mJ  Thoyxanti  Eiijht  Unnur'^l  ami  I  i/tfi-Ftmr,  . 

An  Act  to  iiM^  .rpuraU*  the  Congri'iralli>n:il  Library  AH<*oclktion,  at  Roi^lon.  ; 

Iti'  it  enth't' il  hy  thf  Stnate.  and  H-mf-of  Ii  in-t^i^rut'itirtt^  in  Gt'iwral  Omrt  uii»vmhUd,aiid  ly       '\ 

the  t:u*'KH'it-j  of  tU**  n  tme,  n«j'oH-,tcti :  — 

Skction  1.  Uuru-*  Anderson,  .losrpli  S.  < -lark,  .IiiliiiM  A.  PahnT,  tli«'lr  a^^s-i'-l'itu-*  h-hI  incceH- 
KfTH,  u:v  liiTi'liy  nia«li'  a  corpijr  iti-iu  by  tlu»  nam  •  of  tin*  C->>nifr(>^tli<j;ial  LUirary  Aid'Oriatl  "M,  at 
H  iMfo  ',  i\»r  thi'piirpo  i*  cit'  c*talili»lii  iir  an»l  iicrpt'tiiatiitir  n  lilirary  of  tbc  ri*'i;»rouH  h'-*!'  rv  a  ••! 
li'i'iatsnv  ol'  Now  Iv.ul  ">«1,  and  f  »r  t'lo  i-nvti  >u  •  f  a  >-uifibl(>  biiillin:;  for  ibf  aoiM.iumola*i«»  1  if 
tin'  ►■a  lur,  a  i«l  t'lf  ih  •  u  <■  of  f.h  irit  iM"  •■ooi".'  ior»,  wll'j  al  t''0  pow.'ri*  a'nl  privii  «••»<»««,  a-^I  Kubuct 
to  ali  tic  dutit-i>,  n-tric'i  iiih,  and  liabilitU'tt  eel  furib  in  the  forty-f  >urih  chapter  1  f  tbu  Ut-vi-i-d  • 
Statuu'.-. 

:<KrTH»v  2.  Said  I'orjHjr  iiiun  iiny  bold  r«'al  •  r  prr-onjil  citato.  iu'<»f«j«ary  a-id  fo':vi«?b»'it  f  ••• 
thi-  pnrpciM'-  .ifm  ^aid  i-i  a*i  a  iit»uMt  not  i-Xfi*  -liriu  ii  tin*  wbolfo'.e  huridrid  aii«l  tif:>  thoiiH  .s.d 
d<d..ir.-<,  the  incunic  \\l.i'rfof  rb  II  bo  d«;vole"l  to  t'lc  ;if  ir  --aid  pirpu-cfi. 

[  Xiipiovcd  by  the  Governor,  April  1'2,  IS'^. 

Bfi  it  eiuirti  d,  t  / '.,  asf-  Uou-h  :  — 

Si  <'rio\  I.  Till"  V  iiis:r*-;ratijiial  Library  Ai».-oolat"on,  at  Ib»'«to'»,  l-*  h*Toby  aiitborizi'd  to  bo'd 
real  an  1  |u>-. tonal  potato  t  *  t'a*  ainou.it  of  ono  bn<id  til  ami  Hfv  <li  'Us  i-id  doi!a  0,  in  a1diti<in  t<  j 
tb  •  a-«niiint  tiial  -aid  I'-'ip  .raliosi  iti  now  :.utboiiZfd  by  I  iw  to  h«M  ;  pn.v  »!•  d.  that  nt»  j>ar-  ^'f 
f«  li  i  aniiinai  rha.l  bi*  •n%l^t  d  1  1  r«'al  o-tati*,  •  xc«'i»t  i!i  t'-i-  purchase  of  a  «nitabb*  *il«*.  a*  •!  V.  c 
rri«'l:on  ""r  |»rrp  ir.it  01  i.f  a  -iiitabU'  bail  hni;.  t  »  li"  n!««.'d  lor  tlu*  |:ur;ioi»i.'j«  of  i«  dd  rorpor  -tiy  .,  ; 
at  K,t  f  ,r;li  i  1  iiu-  A«-!  of  1  .i*.>rp  »r-iiion  p  t«i*i-d  April  twdl'ili.  in  tb--  j'car  eiifhtceii  liundrcvl  and 
hl..\>l  iiir. 

rji.cnoN  "J.    This  aot  nhall  take  %  fffi-t  from  and  aftt-r  it«  pns'niro. 

t  Apiifoved  hy  the  Oivernor,  April  24,  IS.'.O. 

/.'«  /.'  I  n  tcti  7,  tt ".,  at/t'lloirs  :  —  j 

SKonoN  I.  Till'  C  »i.;rt';.a:l  »n  il  Library  A!*«-)riatio!i  Ih  hereby  authorized  to  change  lis  name 
a  .d  t  1 1  iki*  tlic  i-aiiicof  tbi'  Anu-ri  -an  C  mirri':;  itioa  il  A^^(>.-iati  »ii. 

.-UTioN-  "J.  hi  ad.li.l  m  i»  tlie  piwor^  li.  ri-inf  in-  ^ranti-d  faid  corporation,  it  is  b*  r-  y 
aT'i'in/  1  Jo  il-.  H'.i  li  .1  t- as  ni  .y  |ir<»  1  o'<!  tb»*  i  t«'io»t  of  ('(>iiirr«';j.r.loiia!  ••Iiurili,-.-,  by  p-:"- 
I'-'r:.;;  v.orl;- ;  i.y  t  irni-IiiriLr  ii'»i.i!i  ■*  and  jM'iiifii.iry  aM  tn  pari-be*.  rlmrcli- m.  and  S.ii.  irh 
S.'li -oN  :  pi  1:1.1.. iM_'  I'ri  •i.>l!y  iu'i-rooiirs  •  an  I  i-i>-o>ii-raii'i-i  ainn'it;  i*>' lir'-ir-iiinMd  mi  i-r--'"i 
a  I'l  <■' iir  h  -,  .ill  1  \vi:li  i':li«  r  .b-.  oini'i  itiorif,  a:id  l>y  c-ill  ••tin/  a!:il  ili-bnr«i:if  furnlK   fir;:_- 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist)  was 
held  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  May  29,  1877,  at  12  m. 

The  president  occupied  the  chair.  In  the  absence  of  the  record- 
ing secretary,  the  Rev.  Isaac  P.  Langworthy  was  chosen  to  fill  his 
place  pro  tem.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Morrison,  d.  d., 
president  of  Drury  College,  Springfield,  Mo. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with,  not  being  required 
by  the  constitution. 

The  reports  of  the  directors,  of  the  library  committee,  and  of  the 
treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  directors  for  publi- 
cation at  their  discretion. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
year : — 

President. 
Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.  d  ,  Hanover,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Harvey  D    Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Weybridge,  Vt. 
Rev.  Rupus  Anderson,  d.  d.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Medway,  Mass. 
Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d  d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d..  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Hon.  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  Norwich,  Conn. 
Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  M.  ^Taylor,  d.  d..  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Rev,  Israel  W,  Andrews,  a.  o..  Marietta.  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  a.  d.,  Oeveland.  O. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hvde.  Indianapolis,  lod. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  Ml, 

Han.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 

A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  £.  Merriman,  d.  d,  Ripon,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post.  o.  d.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  William  Salter,  d.  d.,  Burlington,  Iowa, 

Rev.  Geohgic  Mooar,  d.  d.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Rev.  Henav  Wilkes,  n.  d,,  MontreaC  Canada. 

Jakes  P.   Melledge,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Aumzo  H.  Quint,  Dl  d.,  IJover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  HENltv  M.  Dexter,  d,  d..  New  Bedford. 

J,  Russell  Bradford,  Esq.,  Cambridge, 

Hbnrv  D.  Hvde,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Rev,  John  O.  Means,  d.  d.,  Bosioo. 

Hon,  RWPtTS  S.   Frost,  Chelsea, 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  d.  d.,  West  Roibory. 

James  White,  Esq.,  Boston. 

David   N.  Skillings,  Esq,  Winchesle/. 

Wm.  O.  Grover,  Esq.,  Bostoa. 

Hon.  Stephen  N.  Stock  well,  Boston. 

W.  S.  Houghton,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Henry  Mason,  Esq.,  Brookline. 

Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Cerrtspending  Stcrelary,  Librarian,  and  Assistant  Treastner- 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Retarding  SecreUtry. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Newborypoft. 

Auditor. 
JOSEPH    N.  BACON,  Esq.,  Newtoni 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Rec.  Sec.  firp  le» 


THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

merican   Congregational  Association. 


SE  directors  of  the  American  Congregational  Association  here- 
present  their  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report.  They  have,  first 
1,  with  sadness,  to  record  the  death  of  Dea.  John  Field,  long  a 
i.ble  and  devoted  member  o£  this  Board,  upon  whose  hearty  co- 
Eition  and  judicious  counsels  they  had  come  greatly  to  rely. 
Board  was  largely  represented  at  his  funeral,  and  at  a  subse- 
it  meeting  the  following  minute  was  entered  upon  the  records  of 
issociation :  — 

[n  the  death  of  John  Field,  Esq.,  the  American  Congregational 
>eiation  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest  friends,  most  prudent  coun- 
ts, and  generous  benefactors.  The  directors  here  put  upon 
rd  their  appreciation  of  his  unostentatious,  consistent  Christian 
acter.  He  combined,  in  a  rare  degree,  firmness,  wisdom,  and 
leness,  securing  the  friendship  of  all  and  the  enmity  of  none, 
ral  yet  discriminating  in  his  gifts,  and  making  his  benefactions 
cheerfulness,  he  was  esteemed  most  deservedly  as  an  upright 
-hant  and  a  Christian  gentleman." 

ittle  has  occurred  in  the  financial  operatipns  of  the  association 
requires  especial  notice.  The  downward  tendency  of  rents  still 
ts  our  income  most  injuriously.  A  few  collections  have  been 
^ved  from  the  churches  in  response  to  appeals  made  in  the  early 
of  the  year,  amounting  to  a  sum  less  than  eight  hundred  dollars. 
Jower  store  has  been  rented  to  the  American  Sunday  School 
n,  —  at  a  low  price,  indeed,  but  increasing  the  income  from 
Source  about  seven  hundred  dollars.  One  room  only  remains 
"^ted,  while  one  yields  little  more  than  a  nominal  rent,  held  by 
a.iit  at  will. 

'^  directors  have  been  restrained  from  active  efforts  to  raise 
tonal  funds  on  account  of  the  depressed  state  of  business  in 
^ope  that  a  better  outlook  and  fairer  prospects  would  soon 
^r.    A  debt,  in  form  of  a  second  mortgage,  was  incurred  by  the 


most  unlooked-for  circumslances,  of  the  sum  of  fso.ooo.  If  this 
were  paid,  even  with  the  present  low  rentals,  the  interest  on  the 
first  mortgage  of  $200,000  could  be  paid,  and  the  necessary  expenses, 
which  are  reduced  to  the  lowest  scale,  could  be  met.  The  securing 
of  at  least  that  sum  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  is  felt  to  be  a 
matter  of  necessity.  Too  large  an  amount  of  sacred  funds  has  been 
already  invested  here  not  to  make  great  efforts  to  secure  enough 
more  to  preserve  and  make  permanently  available  this  invaluable 
property.  The  usefulness,  in  the  line  of  religious  efforts  to  which 
this  property  was  dedicated,  and  to  which,  indeed,  it  has  been  thus 
far  appropriated,  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  question  or  doubt.  The 
Congregational  House  touches  very  many  unseen  as  well  as  many 
obvious  points  of  social  and  strictly  Christian  interests,  otherwise  not 
so  favorably  reached,  if,  indeed,  they  were  otherwise  reached  at  all. 
It  seems  strange,  therefore,  that  not  a  few  of  our  ministers,  and  men 
of  wealth,  and  well-to-do  churches  in  this  country,  nay,  in  New  Eng- 
land, nay,  in  Massachusetts,  —  not  to  come  nearer  home,  —  do  not 
seem  to  appreciate  the  immediate  and  ultim.ite  value  of  this  Congrega- 
tional House.  They  do  not  seem  to  see  how  much  the  cause  of  Christ, 
as  represented  by  this  branch  of  the  great  Christian  household,  is 
involved.  Everjolherdenomination  that  has  secured  similar  facilities 
and  conveniences  for  their  work  esteems  them  very  highly,  and  could 
not  be  induced  to  abandon  them  for  any  mere  pecuniary  consider- 
ations. If  denominations  with  strong  organic  ties  find  such  a  home, 
headquarters,  and  centre  of  working  forces  of  such  unmistakable 
benefit,  how  much  more  beneficial  must  it  be  to  the  churches  this 
Board  represents,  which  have  no  such  bonds  to  unify  and  keep  them 
in  close  alliance  P  It  is  only  by  some  such  ties  that  they  can  in  the 
best  way  carry  on  their  part  of  the  world's  evangelization.  In  this 
respect  alone  this  house  has  proved  itself  to  be  both  so  convenient 
and  useful  that  even  the  thought  of  giving  it  up,  for  the  want  of  fifty 
or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  should  not  be  entertained 
for  one  moment 

It  may  be  stated  as  a  fact  which  ministers  to  our  hope,  that  busi- 
ness is  finding  its  slow  but  apparently  sure  way  into  this  section  ot 
the  city.  Even  since  the  late  strin^ncy  in  financial  affairs  gener- 
ally, the  buildings  that  were  occupied  as  dwellings  three  years  ago 
in  Tremont  Place,  directly  opposite  this  house,  are  now  devoted  to 
business;  and  on  Beacon  Street,  just  opposite  and  a  little  above, 
three  signs  have  been  put  up  within  the  last  twelve  months,  thus 
giving  good  reasons  to  believe  that  this  entire  street,  quite  to  the 
State  House  corner,  will  be  erelong  devoted  to  business.     Hence, 


it  may  be  quite  confidently  hoped  that  on  the  return  of  financial 
prosperity  our  rentals  will  increase,  giving  a  more  satisfactory  in- 
come. 

It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  constituency  of  this  Board  real- 
ized more  fully  the  value  and  importance  of  the  library,  which  this 
association  now  has  in   its   safe,  convenient,  light,  and  pleasant 
library  room.      There  are  more  than  20,000  volumes,   and  more 
than   80,000   pamphlets,    which  have  been  gathered  here    within 
the   last  fourteen  years,   without  the   appropriation   of   one  cent 
from  the  funds  of  the  association  to  buy  with.     This  shows  that 
there  are  those  who  appreciate  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
available  books  and  pamphlets  which  contain  our  principles,  polity, 
and  history ;  they  willingly  contribute  such  materials  as  they  have 
for  this  purpose,  and  not  a  few  of  these  gifts  have  been  large  and 
valuable.     This  year  the  association  has  received  the  library  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  H.  Riddel,  formerly  of  Boston,  from  his  executors, 
consisting  of  ten  hundred  and  twenty-one  volumes,  and  six  hundred 
and  ten  pamphlets,  together  with  a  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Riddel,  which 
now  adorns  the  library  room.     Quite  large  gifts  have  been  received 
from  other  sources,  which  are  elsewhere  acknowledged.     True,  a 
large  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  thus  accumulated   are  not 
especially  important,  and   many  of  them  are   duplicates;  but  the 
latter  furnish  an  excellent  capital  for  exchange  and  occasional  sale, 
both  of  which  possibilities  are  made  the  most  of,  solely  to  procure 
what  is  valuable  in  the  line  of  our  specialties. 

With  strictly  Congregational  literature,  this  library  is  now,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  the  best  furnished  of  any  public  library  in  the 
country. 

Of  reports  of  humane,  eleemosynary,  and  religious  societies  of 
general  interest,  State  and  national,  we  have  over  six  hundred  vol- 
umes bound,  and  quite  as  many  unbound  ;  and  these  do  not  include 
agricultural,  scientific,  and  educational  reports,  n6r  those  of  the 
work  of  the  churches.  If  any  other  library,  public  or  private,  sur- 
passes ours  in  this  particular,  it  is  to  be  congratulated. 

Of  theological  works  we  can  count  quite  three  hundred  volumes, 
and  over  two  hundred  pamphlets,  some  of  which  are  seldom  found 
In  any  other  libraries.  Add  to  these  four  hundred  and  ninety-three 
irolumes  of  commentaries  on  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  together 
mth  as  many  more  upon  Biblical  literature,  concordances,  introduc- 
:ions,  dictionaries,  illustrations,  histories,  lectures  on  symbols,  mira- 
:les,  parables,  prophecies,  etc.,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  a 
jretty  good  Scriptural  foundation  upon  which  to  rear  our  super- 
;tructure. 


Genealogies,  for  which  there  is  now  such  a  demand,  we  have  really 
but  begun  to  gather,  and  of  these  very  few  indeed  come  to  us  ata— 
gifts,  for  they  readily  find  purchasers,  and  sometimes  at  very  high^^ 
prices;  and  yel  we  have  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  volumes  ancMfci 
pamphlets,  which  in  value  will  rank  well  with  any  similar  collections    -^^ 

Local  histories,  that  is,  histories  of  towns,  cities,  and  particu)ar:w,«t 
churches,  are  in  great  demand  now,  especially  since  centennial  andE:».Ad 
bicentennial  occasions  have  become  so  frequent.  We  seem  oblige(fc»^d 
to  have  them,  if  we  keep  open  doors  at  ali.  Besides,  they  are  o-«::>  o 
great  importance  to  us,  containing,  as  every  one  of  them  must,  eccle-^^ile 
siastical  as  weli  as  civil  history.  We  have  now  eight  hundred  ani±:»*-:Kni 
sixtv-nine  volumes  and  pamphlets  of  these,  all  alphabetically  arrangeo^^^ 
and  easily  available.  To  these  may  be  added  a  goodly  array  oki»  o) 
State,  New  England,  and  national  histories;  and  numbers  of  sact:^^cb 
important  works  are  coming  in  from  time  to  time,  making  this  col  »--».|. 
lection  of  increasing  value. 

Not  to  specify  further,  it  is  claimed,  and  the  Congregation ^=  «a; 
brotherhood  ought  to  inojt',  that  we  have  here  a  treasure  not  to  bm^^be 
lightly  esteemed,  to  which  resort  is  becoming  more  and  more  f r^»  ^e* 
quent,  and  the  better  it  is  known  the  more  it  will  be  appreciated  b^  ^y 
scholars  and  historians. 

Ths  work  of  the  librarian  and  his  assistant  has  been  mostly  i^^^n 
doors  the  piisl  year.  More  than  twelve  years  ago  a  slip  catalogi^^^^^ 
was  commenced  in  the  hope  of  having  it  completed  within  a  coi^^^'^' 
paratively  short  period;  but  the  increase  of  the  library  on  the  oi^^*^ 
hand,  and  the  general  cares  incident  to  the  assistant  librarian's  pO!S~^*" 
tion  on  the  other,  and  more  especially  the  absorbing  care  of  ili^^  '^ 
Congregational  Quarterly  for  full  ten  years,  utterly  precluded  aa^^S^' 
thing  like  rapid  progress.  It  is  with  a  relief  which  none  can  fe^^^^-' 
but  those  who  have  been  under  such  a  long-continued  pressure,  th^^^*-' 
that  long-looked-for  end  has  been  substantially  reached.  Durin 
this  closing  year  the  tens  of  thousands  of  slips  have  been  all  arrange 
alphabetically  in  five  huge  folio  volumes,  made  for  that  exclusiv 
purpose ;  the  alcoves,  sections,  and  shelves  have  been  nurabere 
the  books  and  pamphlets  have  been  readjusted  with  reference  to  t 
probable  growth  of  the  library,  and  more  than  one  half  of  the  san 
have  been  numbered  in  their  places,  and  the  corresponding  numbc 
put  upon  its  own  slip  in  the  catalogue,  so  that  whatever  we  no-  " 
have  can  be  readily  found.  Already  the  same  busy  hand  has  coi^ 
menccd  what  will  be  a  final  catalogue  upon  cards  prepared  for  th^ 
purpose,  according  to  a  plan  now  adopted  by  all  the  principal  libr^ 
ries  of  our  country ;  and  new  books  will  generally  be  thus  registered 


and  old  ones  in  the  same  way,  as  fast  as  her  overtasked  time  will 
allow. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  librarian  has  a  small  margin  from 
which  to  derive  funds  to  be  used  for  library  purposes,  such  as  a  one- 
hundred-dollar  rental  from  the  Statistical  Society  for  the  use  of  two 
alcoves,  such  as  the  occasional  sale  of  some  duplicates  and  scraps  of 
waste  paper,  —  all  of  which  is  most  carefully  preserved.  The  amount 
thus  derived  this  year  is  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and 
ninety-seven  cents.  With  this  the  librarian  pays  for  the  periodicals 
and  newspapers  for  our  reading-table  and  paper-stand,  all  express 
expenses,  for  all  binding  that  we  have  done,  amounting  to  an  aver- 
age of  about  one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  with  the  residue,  if 
any  there  be,  he  purchases  a  few  of  the  many  books  so  much  needed 
here,  that  money  alone  will  buy. 

.  For  further  details  respecting  finance  and  the  library,  see  reports 
of  the  treasurer  and  the  library  committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  condition  and  prospects  of  the  library  are  on  the  whole  very 
good.  The  number  of  volumes  is  now  24,532,  of  which  5,724  are 
duplicates.  The  increase  during  the  past  year  has  been  2,132.  The 
pamphlets,  inclusive  of  duplicates,  number  about  88.598. 

One  part  of  the  laborious  work  of  cataloguing  the  library  has  been 
finished,  after  more  than  twelve  years  spent  upon  it.  Slips  contain- 
ing the  names  of  the  books  and  pamphlets  up  to  the  present  time 
have  been  arranged  alphabetically  in  five  folio  volumes,  so  that  the 
resources  of  the  library  are  more  accessible  than  ever.  A  new  card 
catalogue  has  now  been  commenced,  in  which  books  hereafter  re- 
ceived will  be  entered,  and  the  books  registered  on  the  slips  will 
also  be  entered  on  the  cards  as  fast  as  practicable.  A  good  begin- 
ning has  also  been  made  in  arranging  the  books  and  pamphlets  for 
easy  reference.  A  very  popular  feature  of  the  library  is  the  read- 
ing-table, on  which  American  and  European  periodicals  are  placed  ; 
and  as  fast  as  funds  will  justify,  it  will  be  wise  to  enlarge  the  number 
of  periodicals  and  bring  still  more  of  students  and  others  whose  co- 
operation is  desirable  into  connection  with  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  O.  MEANS. 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER. 

ALONZO  H.  QUINT. 
Boston,  May  14, 1877. 
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B*l[ar,a"T.  Bmllb,  LoWBll 
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B.  W..  CrimoT.N.T, . 

S  pBrnlford,  Vl. 
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D.  D.,  BrlmlU'Id      . 


EII«iD.,ThanipM>ii,( 
u.  D.  D..  Pnitldsncc, 

P^.H^nsver,  N-.H. 
on^rd.  WeM/ord  . 
.^L.1  Saolcly,  Oruntffk 
;i.  P.,  Lnori-UT  . 
.  Bibis  Soolvty  . 
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ItMU,  Jmhh  H,,  d.  d.,  I>onh«t*r 

I£un,  Bar.  D.  O.,  If  orth  < 

llell>df^  J.  P.,  Ckmbrldt* 

Ifsrian,  B«.J.,Buidatpb,0.  . 

Ifirrlll,  Qfl*.  F.,  Hmnrhtll 

Uirwln,  lUl.a.  J.  ir.,Wllton,Ot.   . 

UoDlBfiw,  R«T.  S.  J.,  Vort  Atkluoa,  W 

Uoora,  B«T.  WUtlnin  H  ,  Bartbrd.  Cl. 

Ub  Holyokt  SwolDur.  Bo.  Hadlr;  Falli 

llBDwa,  Rn.  UyioB  IT,,  Hapoutt  . 

N(«B«dlbcd,Oltrar 

Hsw  HkTin  OaloDj  HIilorlMl  8ool<t]> 

ITaUa,  lU*.  Hmob,  Jr.,  Btwfflald      . 

Norw,  Un.  Biuiar,  Oxford.  N.T.   . 

OreaiiiltoT.  Swoaul;  Plamb.  Qsorn  H.;  Oilgiti,  R( 

PukkTd,  Bar.  A.B.,  r  '    " 

Puikaid,  Kar.  S.  N.,  S*aiiMan,  III 

N|a,  LdsIbi  S.,  d.  d.,  Cunbrlif* 

Pilaar,  Ran.  WIIIImb  8.,  Notwiab,  Vl 

Partar.  JahnCan(in,Palnoath *. 

nuoB,  W.  W.,  D.D.,0lilevOini '    .       .       . 
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Rnblaaon,  Kd*>Td  A.,0ambi1dca     . 

K«|an,  W.  R  .  Krantl 

Koi>a>,  llnrdr,  Canibiid^a,  Eautoof 

Sale,  JohD.Obelara 

Sullibory,  Prof.  E.  B..  SeirH*Ten.Cl. 

SADbom,  Vrot.  E.  D.,  Hanoicr,  K.  H 

8.r««iil,UaMlI.,  Kewlon.S  pielun 

Bbennwi,  R«<.  Ch.rlu  8..  Nuug,  N.  T 

Bhipm.n.  Eev.  T.  1...  Jowcll  CilJ,  Cl 

Hmhb,  Dr.  Alfred.  PrWrbaro'.  N.  □.,  tbroagh  I^e•'Oagn!g.,II<1^ 
3nillh.  ItTT.  Hrnry  B.,OTwnfleld,  Cl 

SmuekiT.  lauc,  NirwDrit,  O 

8hw.  S.  T.,  BMton 

Spuldlog,  Itar.  Ocoi^B.,  DoTcr.tT.  B 

sunn,  JoTiD,  FDrlaaiouth.  N.  B 

Blleknry.  Juarph  Biur;.  B^  Itoon,  Sid..  1  plcium. 

SUKkwali.  ».  S  ,  Boalon 

Sutia.  K.  C,  Rartfard.  Ct. 

Btorr*.  R.  ij.,  D.  i'.,  BinuUyn,  K.  7 

Blrjkcr.  Owl.  \V1lllamS^Tn-niai>,;«.J 

T»r*ji,  I.  S..  »,  D  .  We-»  N«wU)T 

Twnrf,  A.  C..Chcl-«  (amiioKTipt.  bouaJ) 

TinH),  Uc(.  E.  P..  Aahtuid 

Thwioidial  Iciatllatr.  Hirtfurd.  Ct. 

Tbampaoii,  .\.C..  ■>.■>.,  Bulan  tlt(tiluid« 

TbampMn.RcT.LrandTr.Ka  IVubura 

"niarnliin.  J.  WlDfa>e,BDMoo 

TniwlKldA,  Tboaia  R..  Sew  llann,  Ci. 

Tykr,  H«.  J.  C.,  Xn»biir>port 

V'*nB0i,i  llluoriiml  ^odcly 

Wabuh  Oo:lFgr,  CnvfurdnUla,  tad 

Walker,  BK.URirctF..BI>ckMOM 
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W..Boitoa 
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r..N.D..  JunilaFlslD  . 
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«,NawII>Ttin,OI.    . 

T.  S^  D.  D,  Wolluton  Helghli 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  CONTRIBUTIONS. 
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BY-LAWS. 


Art.  T.  The  cxcrf  Ibcs  of  the  Annaal  MectlnK  Bliall  be  prayer,  honrinpr  the  ri'port  of  the-  DIr'Otore 
ni'id  fithcT  oUlcent  h:»viii£r  reports  to  inaku,  nc'tfou  upon  ilic  (•niii:*,  rhu  i.-liH-tiu;i  ol' oillccnt,  uiul  ilio 
pirrf<^rm!\Dce  of  sncli  other  bui-incfls  aAithaU  properly  roiiic  hi'rori*  tl.u  im-^rtlnx. 

Abt.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prcbcrihu  their  own  tiinuH  of  nit'c.th)«.  hs  tliclr  jiidi.'im'nt  of  the  best 
inti^rcKtd  of  the  Ai»ocl:ition  may  stw^rt-'i^t,  iiiid  tlu^  nu-'thud  of  culliiiu^  ihr:  (tame.  All  tlu'ir  ini(-tln»:i4 
»ha11  h(!  openetl  wirii  praver.  They  sliall  also  hnvc;  power  to  anpoiut  and  order  a..y  public  inuetiutf 
of  the  Ap«<Jclatlon  for  anniversary  piirpuHCK  which  they  iii-iy  tlniik  tit. 

Abt.  III.  At  the  flrst  Directors*  KH?oll'»j  atlt-r  thoir  appnintini'nt,  a  chairman  phall  be  rhoBrn  by 
ballot,  and  a  Kiiiauoo  (.'omtnitteo  and  Llorary  Coniniittce  by  nonilnutloii  (each  or  three  in-  nibi-rs), 
to  s«*rvc  respectively  for  the  year.  Iininediat'-ly  alttr  the  op  miIht  of  each  meet  in.'  the  nilnuiert  of 
tie  previou"*  mcetlnNT  "hall  be  read,  and  a  tlooket  of  bu<lieM,  prepared  by  the.  «  orri-siiomlii  k  S-e* 
rrtary  unit  Librarian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to  which  any  member  may  add 
other  it nv.s. 

Art.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  ymr  at  each  Annnnl  Meetlnir 
of  the  A««oclutioa,  and  sut^K^-'t't  sach  measures  for  the  action  of  I'nu  body  iis  In  their  Jndfrment  its 
W'-Tir-ire  requires. 

Akt.  V.   Tlie  Corretponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belooKin);  to  that 

office. 

Act.  Vr.  The  Bccordlng  Secretary  ♦♦hall  make  a  fnll  record  of  whatever  buHlnj'iw  is  transacted 
In  the  mcetinff9,  both  of  the  Association  and  •.•f  the  Uoard  of  Directors,  in  a  boon:  pr.A-idcd  for  that 


parpi>  0.  and  kept  at  the  room'*  of  tlie  As<«ociatlon. 
Art.  VII.    The  Txca<«nrcr  fhall  have  cha 


.  __.  ar^'o  of  all  moneys  bcloniflnif  to  the  Apsoclat Ion,  and  hold 

the  ?amc  at  tho  disposal  of  the  DlreetorH.  who  tihall  u1a>>  dellne.  tlie  durii-s  and  ri-s|i(>n>il)ilitii>7<  of 
tho  Artslstant  Treasurer, —  paying  oidv  Hiieh  hllU  as  have  the  certlfltfl  ai>pr<)val  of  ai  lett-t  two 
menibera  of  the  Finanoo  Comnilttec.  'He  shall  report  tlie  sfati-  of  ttie  Tre-  sury  I't  the  At*soelalion, 
at  their  Annaal  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  tliem  to  do  so. 

OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Abt.  I.  As  the  Library  Is  int*>nded'to  bo  essentially  a  library  of  Reference,  no  book,  pamphlet, 
or  inanuttcnpt  (■sxei-nt  as  Iifreinafter  p.-ovMcd)  shall  be  loa:ied  to  any  person  wh:»te\er.  or  be 
removed  from  the  Llbrarv  lioom,  save  for  the  pn"po><e8  of  blndln:;  or  repair,  wllh"Ut  the  wrliten 
pennlii^ion  of  one  of  the  Library  Oouim  Itje.  In  ej«i>e«Mal  ojwes,  th  •  Librarian  m:iy,  on  hi<«  own  p-m-- 
sonal  n  srtonalldllty.  loan  such  books  an-1  pam|t!iluts  laud  Hueli  only;  as  can  be  rasllv  dup1ie:ited, 
Ih-;  clftsisl'ij cation  hav'njr  been  mad«)  by  the  Library  Com-nittee;  bnt  no  b«)ok,  pamplilfN  or  uiann- 
B'7rip'  K'iall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than  one  week  without  a  bpccial  vole  ol  the  Library 
C'o-nmlTtec. 

A^r.  II.  Per5on«  not  members  of  this  Association,  properly  vonchinir  their  respertabllify  to  the 
Lilirarlin,  <n  pavmcnt  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  reeonl  of  their  iianie:)  and  address  np>n  t'  e 
T^'dtorM"  littok  to'ljc  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  fill  p  -rmission  to  coiibull  the  Library  duri::^,' 
Llbrarv  h>jur!(.fiub.i>  et  a^to  di-ia-ls  to  I'le  supervlsioii  of  the  Llbriirian. 

Akt." III.  All  specially  yaluHl>lo  bO'»i<s.  manuHcrlnis,  nnd  eurlfisiiies  bnlontflnir  to  the  Llhrnry 
shall  be  kept  under  luck  and  key,  and  shall  be  consulteil  only  under  the  eye  of  tlie  Librarian  or  hi.s 
a9i*l«faTirrt. 

ART.  IV.  All  borks  and  manuscript)  shall  be  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  bo  made  accesRlbh*  to 
the  use  '^•f  per*fo»*t  desiring  to  coubult  the  sam(«. 

A«tT.  V.  The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-daj-»  during  such  hours  as  shall  bo  ordered  by  the 
B->inl  of  Dlreeiors,  except  on  days  of  public  o's-  vvance. 

Akt.  VI.  All  books,  tracts,  maps,  and  manuseriifts  belontrlnjr  to  the  .\s«iocl  itlon  shall  b"  ills- 
tinctlv  lu-irked  asith  property;  and  aiiv  such  l)ook,  tract,  or  maiiiiteript  t!iat  sliali  be  preaentf:!  i.j 
lh>'  ^I'iOM'ty  i^h.i'l  hear  notice  of  the  f.act,  with  the  name  of  the  di.:u«ir. 

ATir.  VI r.  Mii'inAcripts  of  a  eonfld>*ntla1  character,  s'i<iuld  bucIj  b'coiiie  tlie  property  of  the 
Ax*'^;"!-*'!"  ri.sh:ilM»e  kept  in  a  plae  ;  of  spe -tal  depo«>it,  and  consult  d  only  under  such  reguhiilon*! 
as  a!iall  »!••  i»re«crll»ed  by  thf  Llhr.iry  Committee. 

A:iT.  VII I.  No  manu'-cript,  or  part  of  a  !n:iiiu>erlpt,  b-lonsrimr  to  the  As<oclatloM  shall  ln^  c'»|d  d 
or  p'iVi!I'*iod.  "'xcfpt  on  Vi>te  ot  the  Llbrarv  ('oniniiirve ;  but  tliU  rule  shall  not  be  eoiiiiiiiMl  fj 
pr>-vej".l  ib'j  piil>liciitlon  of  names  d.ites.  and  lik»'  memor;iii<l.v,  w-|th'»nl  sucli  fpt-clal  iti-rmis».:(in. 

Art.  IX.  The  Librarian  may  oxeluile  from  the  Library  aiiv  P'Mxmi  abu»nig  the  privii.-ges 
thereof;  but  Mich  purson  s:iall  have  tho  right  of  app'al  Co 'the  Direetorg. 


THE  LIBKARIAN. 

AnT.  I.  The  Librarian  shall  hive  charffo  of  all  the  book*,  tracts,  maps,  pictures.  ourlo-»Itlcs,  man- 
us-rJpt!*.  and  other  prop.-ny  of  the  AHSoclatloti  appropr.ate  to  the  LlWrury  ;  ^ha!l  In;  n-.-nijuxilil,'  |.ir 
til  ;  prop'T  care,  uood  coiidition,  and  gootl  order  of  the  same;  s  uill  cause  i»  bi-  mauir  ami  kejit 
r\:n*t  iiotl  perfeer  c.it  i!ogue*  of  eicli  a  id  all  of  tnem  :  a'ld  «li:i'l  d'»  wliaifvi  r  miy  !»<•  i;i  lii-.  jower, 
:ii  a'.l  ti'i'f  •*.  t-»  keep  safely  and  add  to  tiie  collections  under  his  care,  — all  under  tli*  «U:-.criun  of 
ti;t-  I.jt.r.irv  Coinmittee. 

A  rtr.  II. '  He  bhall  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  these  collections  by  a  note  addr(>ssed  to 
l'{'  il'>:ior. 

Vnr.  III.  11^*  shall  report  at  each  stated  meetim;  of  tlie  Directors  all  donations  maile  tt»  tho 
J  pir.irv  si, ice  ilie  i  ibt  meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  donors,  nnd  at  the  :inniial  iii<'eiin;/  r  h,i!I  ]>n-- 
s^'-iit  u --C.»ti-'ncnt  of  tlie  principal  aceessloi.s  (»t  the  y«Mr,  wiih  ibie  iTi<nli<.»ii  <d"  the  c.>ri(liii(»ii  und 
i-i-*r  !•'*'  'v-ing  iii-eds  of  tiie  Library,  and  suir^'cst ions  of  any  a^ilon  tiicrenn  (ir>>i:i<-(l  i.'xin':liiMii. 

\nt  .  IV.  Tlio  Librarian  shall  have  the  S'Tvii-e  of  one  wr'nu'i*'  ;»<«»i.si.tnt<*.  and  on  huch  lijriiis  as  tlie 
I  ■''^-  r j.ry  fornrnltteeinay  recommend  and  th-'  Directors  app-'int  and  (b'li'iniliie. 
'  VisT.'V.  In  order  to  secure  the  greatest  »ttt  \hn«bk*  satery  ia  the  n-«' oi'  ili.- iirneture  o;i  whii-.h  >ii 
nj'i'""h  has  been  exp\:nded  to  mike  thoriMi;:!ily  ilre-pri>o|',  iMe  J.lhrari  oi  sli;ill  be  luM  i.-r^.i-  ally 
r.— r>".n--'iblR  thatevery  Iron  Shu-ter,  with  the  extra  diw»r.-.b>.'  InvariaMyilosc  I  aid  -ffii:-.  ly  ii-!.  n  d 
<l-jr.nir  all  the  period  Litervcnlngbetw-e'i  the  end  of  Ljhraiy  Imiirs 'lor  i;iie  d.iy  a:id  tlnir  1>;  ;;:m- 
nlfii  r~'r  tliO  next.  He  shall  nwer  hinmelf  enter  tin*  r.«'Mii,  nor  allnw  any  otiu  "r  p  r-i-n  ti>  il-i  !-•>. 
Tvtli  .»*J.v  latnp,  cundle,  or  similar  light,  except  it  be  within  a  l.iiilern.  for  additional  safely,  an  I  i.i 
no  c'is '"*b^-l  n  kerosen  •  or  spirit  lamp  be  iise<l. 

\nr   VI.     iho  Librarian  shall  be  present  In  the  Library,  In  person  or  by  hU  assistant,  durini;  tlie 


\i^r    v'iri.    These  By-Laws  may  bo  a-nended.  at  any  rcKUlarly  calleil  meeting  of  the  Association, 
by  a  vote  uf  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 


lA 


I 


BY-LAWS. 


Art.  T.  The  exorr  Ifo*  of  the  Annual  Mi^ctlnu  shall  bo  iiravcr.  h«»Mrii:tf  the  r.pi.rl  uniic  Dii'  «'t'»r»i 
?vr,vl  uthiT  oHlcei>i  liivlnj;  ri'pori*  1o  ni;i'<i'.  action  upMii  rlio  "run'',  tiu*  i''.iHMii):i  ul'  «>:ruiT»«,  an  I  llio 
pt.'rJ'i*  •iiiriiic*'  «»f  *iin'li  otiiur  l)ii^liie.ss  oshh.ill  nrupcrly  (•■mio  hi'loic  il.i'  iiu''t:ii^. 

Aur.  II-  Tliti  Dlri*i'tt»r."«  hliull  pr«"drrlbi*  th«'ir  own  limr-*  i»f  iijii-tlu;^.  a-  thi-lr  jntl'im-i.t  i.f  tin*  Ik-sI 
liiT.iTi**rai  of  th«*  AsscH'iaiion  lusiv  >ni^i;«"St,  sind  lh««  nicthoil  of  cuilin;;  llic  »  i:ni\  All  Mm  Ir  up  <  tin*:'* 
f^li.ill  b«'*  oiK"Im.mI  Willi  pr.'iyor.  Tliey  islnill  aV-  >  have  imwcr  i-)  nii!><>iii(  and  orilcr  a..y  puli'ic  uicviin^ 
of  t.lit„'  A!»Hi.»c*iailoii  lor  Hnniv»'r«:iry  purpose^  uMiiih  thi."y  iii:iy  tfiliik  lit. 

Anv.  III.  At  till' 11i>t  DinTton«  uH'fll  .yr  alt'T  tli«-ir  appniiitiUiMit,  a  chnirm'in  "h'lll  lio  rhi>s«n  by 
b;fcll'>t,  iiutl  n  Finance  Coiinnlltfc  and  Lli>r:iry  (.'<')niniitti'r  by  Mi'Ui!:iati(>>:  n-acli  i.i  thifc  ni  nilur*), 
lo  H'TVc  rc-«[»ootlvelv  for  thi.*  your.  Iinni«u!Irtt'"ly  ulti-r  th'!  n'ji  -iln  ,•  of  oarh  nictiii  -•  tli«-  nilniU'-*  "it" 
t*?*^  pr^^viou"*  iiU'Ctintf  fhnll  be  read,  and  u  docket  of  bU'<t-ii'K.<<,  |»r"[>:ir«!d  by  th«'  •  «i!rv-iioniiii  n  s-  «*• 
rtrT.try  itu-\  Librarian,  ahull  be  prc»<:nteU  to  the  Board  fur  actson.to  w'biuh  any  nu-ntbi.r  ni.i>  add 

Otll-.r  J  UMTS. 

An  r.  IV.  The  Diroctomnhall  makn  a  report  of  tholr  doin^rH  f..r  tho  yi-nr  at  o«ir]i  Aniovil  M'M'MnK- 
of  tiio  .V>«'»ci:itJoii,  and  eu^|2:c«il  such  Ul(::l^uru:l  tor  the  uclii>n  of  lue  buily  .id  in  tlK-ir  Jud^niei.t  kh 
iK"<-lf;*r».'  rtrqnlrcs*. 

Ak  r.  V.  The  CorrcBpomling  Secretory  Bhall  dltichar^c  tho  dutb'n  onllnarily  bidonifins'  to  that 
olllct;. 

Ai:r.  VI.  The  Recording  SecrHarv  shall  make  a  fnll  n.'Ponl  of  wbatovfr  bu'iin'S'i  In  trii>:i*'t«"d 
In  riie  iii>'>ct!ni;'*,  both  of  the  As^ochiilou  and  >f  the  Uuard  of  liirocturh.  ia  a  buoi-  pr.ividfd  l<ir  tliat 
na-p'*  <■•  J»nil  Kept:  iit  the  rooni"*  of  tlii.*  A?»jioi*iatio:i. 

Ai:r.  VII.     TlicTn'JwarerMh.dl  have  cliar;.'v  «.f  all  money«  b«."loniflnK' to  th.^  AHSi.ciatl.m.  a-id  Iiold         ; 
thi*  ?:;iiin?.   ;it  the  dlFpo^ui  of  tho  lUrcetor*.  wSim  hhall  al-«M  d<Mli:c'  t!**-  iluii-.!-  anl  n  ^pi'ii^ilnlMi'-  of        j 
til"!  A-'ij'i^t.tut  Trc»a!««rrr,  — payir.tf  oidy  vurh  bllU  a^  liiv»?  iln:  rMtilb  d   aiiproval  •»!"  at.  ii-i-i  ivvi) 
ni«.'n.^'«-i'i*  of  t tie  Finance  Coni.nlttt*e.   "IK*  *»hall  n  poit  t!le^t•tt^•  «»f  fJn-  Tn*  ^'iry  t  i  the  A:«.so(:lation,         . 
at  ilieir  Annual  Meetinffd,  and  to  tuu  Directors  whenever  d•;^i^ed  by  ilieiu  to  do  .-o.  i 

OF  TKE  LiriRAKY. 


*-.r4:\.  r-  -tMin-'lbllity,  loan  ?nch  boolis  and  p.-iinfiiilof-*  la:-.;!  sneh  ■•::!>■  a*  '•  i  i  bi-  i  a-  '■\  niiplw-itid, 
{'A'-  i.-la-^A'.i'.catb'n  h"ivn>f  been  niad«!  bv  ihi-  I.Ibraiy  t.'uMiiruv".' :  br  i.o  lixis.  p-u;i{dii' ».  •.•:■  r.  oii;- 
dk-rifit  -li.-v:!  he  loaned  for  a  p.rioil  of  more  lh.m  one  we'.-k  without  a  ^p•.cl.ll  vol':  '.d  Up;  Library 
C*o  uni.rt.  tc. 

,\'ZT,  1 1 .  Persons*  not  member'  of  this  AwuMatl-'n.  p'-oporly  vo']riiin_'  th-lr  r'"»p  ctaMIi'y  t'»  I'n' 
L.*'  ir;ir".  in,  •"  n  payment  of  one  dollar  eai.di,  and  I'le  ree<"'«l  of  tJH.ir  i.a.n'-<  and  allr-  "!*•  up  '•'•  •  ■■ 
I'.x.t^,:'  <*  )i-*>k  t'/'ie  kept  for  that  i.iiipo>*!'.  .-fiall  bav-;  f  dl  p  •r■;).^>.•.•..l  to  e  m^'i'-l  l;» :  L.  .r.ii;.  -biri  .„' 
LtHr.irv  h'  iir.'#'.  *«ubii  n  si*  to  d-ta  H  to  i'j  •  sti;ii'rvi>!'»!i  'if  i  i«!  Libran  I'l. 

Ai.  r.'  III.  AH  •speeially  vului'de  bo  iks.  ni.inu'«erlnl!»,  an  !  «'!i«;'  ^Ji**  b<>»rj.'!iis.'  to  th-  I.i!i:  :'v 
^''Till  b'*  k«*pl  uuder  lock  and  iccy,  and  shall  be  conMiltc  i  o.'ily  •.i;idvr  il.v  «yi;  '.f  i  •••  L:iia:i.ia  <•    .•,- 

a*'!ci?'f  iX'jt-*. 

A  i:  r.  I V.  All  bO'  ks  and  ntannserlpt^  shall  bo  snltably  cataloirae!,  so  a-j  t  i  be  ir.ad'*  af.'o.-or.,:  •  '-j 
X\{"  "i-:.-  *«f  p<?rs»on'«dc.'*irlnif  ti»  Citnsalt  :lie  i».i!u '. 

A  t:".".  V.  Tbi.  Library  Jihali  be  «'p.;ii  on  all  we«-k-diy«.  dnri:.ir  -'.ich  hours  a-.  >\ri.\  !•  •  ';rd'r-d  b;  ".\k 
T»'^  ir.l  f»f  [>lr.:et.  *r->.  except  on  il.i\s  of  i»ublic  «i  ?  rv  i:.r  •. 

\.»;-r.  VI.  All  bii'.k*.  tra«M«.,  n-apii.  ami  j'i"»nu-«ri;  s-  •«. '••ritviir  to  V.'-  A'-'-e  it.  .-i  •-•.•:  '.  ■  d,-- 
ri'».-Tlv  u:  irki-il  :w  It- prt'fieriy :  an  1  anv  tsu«di  b-iiU.  tr  I'l. '•:■  lii'.'i- :■  \>\  l  a".  -;«4.,  ;■  ;:•••••.••  :  r  » 
I..'"  >■».•.•■?  V  *»li  I'l  biar  not  jr." -if  ilh' fart.  wuIj  I. »■•  i.a.i.'- «f  t'."   !     :•••■. 

\T:r.  VI  r.  M  »'iU"*i:ript"i  ''f  a  iMnlbb-titial  cJi  ir.i'tr,  «  .••  i'  I  -  .••  i  b  '■..■..••  t.i-  fir-.'.-  r'v  '•  f.- 
•\>i-»- »  •:  i'  i-  -li.  s»b  >'l  b»*  k»'pi  ia  a  plao  •  "f  -p'  'a!  d-  po-*.*..  ai>l  <:  »:.-  i.'  i  ';.i.y  ■.:.  ••.:•  -  .«:..  :■  j  ,'.  i*  :■•:.- 
J^_.  *^i-^l!  ti  •  III  i"*siT:l>i»rl  Ijy  f  »!••  Llbr  iry  t'fuiuniit".'. 

\';i-.  VI  If.  N'»  niann-i-npt,  iir  pift  of  a  •'!  i  iM'"-!!?.!.  b  •'.<••:.';•;„'•.•:.••  A  ■-••:  i"  ■■  -'.  i'  .•■.••  j  •  -\ 
f.r  |.  i!«  =  :-.i«'d.  ••X''«i>;  on  V'de  ot  ih.«  I. i»r.i-y '••....••.•■:  ?  !■'.-■.■•  .  :  •  i  •  ■.  .  .  .  *.  i 
»•.—   .■••*. r  t  h«.' pjblici'iisi  of  H'lm.-j  dati*".  u'.'i  I  I.  • '.i  -nt:!-. '...  .■   •       .•>■■■ -o       .;    •■     •    • 

*     VicV-    IX.      Tb-  I.ibrarjin  may  «xir''i  t-*  f-'«:"i  ri.-   l,!.i'..    i    ■    .    :•         .■..:.«'  i:  ■:   .» v'--' 

f  ii--i''it";  hut  "U'-'h  ii:r»:ja  » lall  have  tho  rl^Mit  ••:'  .;::)-<i!  Ij  t:i---  l*;:-    •..•:-. 


THE  LIIillAKLVy. 


i«'  - 

i-.-r 


i  r 


\*p*r  '  v'lll.     Th«'«o  By-Law*  m\j  b**  ar.T:  ^'■\.  »:  .:."  r-.^    ..r.       i 
►V Vvot.;  -.'f  tw.>  tl.ir.4rf  01  i:ie  x-i::iV:r-  ;  :•.-  -.  '. 
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BOSTOX: 

AMERICAN  CONG  REG  ATIOXAL    ASSOCIATION. 

COXGREQATIONAL    HoUSE. 

1878. 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OF  TI1E 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Ytar  One  Th*/U9and  Eight  Uundred  and  f  {fly-Four, 

Ay  Act  to  Incjrporato  Ihc  Congrci;rational  Library  AaAocIiilon,  at  ISMton. 

Se  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  JI»m^e.  of  nt^prexentatiren,  In  GenertU  Court  ataemblfd,  and  by 

the  author  itn  of  the  sime,  as/oiUiwa :  — 

Section  1.  Rufui  AndcrMn,  .ToAoph  S.  Chirk.  Jiilins  A.  Palmer,  ihclr  nMorlato^  and  nacecf- 
sors,  arc  hereby  nmdi.*  u  CDrparntion  by  the  nami'  of  tho  Cotifrrrguioiinl  Library  AsMOclail  *u,tit 
Hoflto),  for  tliu  ptirpo-ic  of  c-tabliRbi'ig  and  porpiMmitlnip  nlibrary  of  the  rclii^foun  h'^t'trvaid 
li'eraturc  of  Xow  Lngl  uid,  and  fur  tho  tTtM:tt  tn  t<f  a  Milt^kblo  bnililing  for  the  aucoromo'la'-loi  rt 
Ihn  »a  lie,  a  id  fjr  lb  ■  u-o  of  chirlt-ihhi  »-«>c!'.»lc.%  with  all  the  powfm  and  privilogOA.  nnd  dubjcct 
to  all  tiio  duticM,  rehtriciiuDu,  aud  liabillilos  net  forth  in  the  forty>fourtb  ciiapter  of  Uio  IU*vi«ed 
Statuicii. 

Hectiov  2.  Said  corporation  mny  hold  roal  or  por^nnnl  estate.  nccc»pary  and  cnnvi^nlcnt  f:»r 
thu  purpodo-*  nfon-said.lo  an  a'nouut  nut  cxccMlinu  in  tho  'whole  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoun  jnd 
dullar«,  the  income  whereof  Hh..ll  be  devoted  to  tho  uforoiiaid  p'lrponea. 

[Approved  by  tho  Qovenior,  April  12, 1854. 

Se  U  enadfd,  etr..,  as /allows:  — 

BKCriON  1.  The  C-JUgregational  Library  Auoclatlon,  at  Boaton, !«  hereby  authorized  to  hold 
real  and  personal  e!<taie  to  the  amount  of  ono  Iiu'uIm  d  and  fifty  ih  tusind  doHara,  in  aJdltion  to 
th ;  amount  that  huid  corp  iratiou  is  no<v  unlhorizcd  by  law  to  hold;  providrd.  ihitno  pari  of 
said  amount  ^ha']  be  invtHt->d  m  real  Ciitato,  i-xcopt  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  attc.  and  tho 
erection  or  prep-ir.-ition  <if  a  hUitahlo  builling,  t<)  he  used  for  the  pur{MMcs  of  a  ifd  corpor  itlon. 
nri  ^ot  forih  la  the  Act  of  Incorpurdtion  pisaed  April  twelfth,  ia  tho  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
lifty-fiur. 

tii^CTiON  2.    This  act  shall  tako  eiTect  flrom  and  after  Its  past  age. 

[Approved  by  the  Oovemor,  April  21, 1S36. 

lie  it  en  ictetl,  tf^^,  at  follow* :  — 

BccriON  1.  The  Conu're^atl  inal  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorised  to  change  Its  aamo 
a  id  t )  Uikii  the  name  of  liic  Auieri-an  C  iiigroi;  illonal  Afso^.-lati  in. 

i^ECTiON  2.  In  a«ldl;i  m  t,>  tho  p  )\vcr.H  liiTclof  iro  (granted  Hal-l  corporation,  it  is  lieroby 
nnllionz 'J  to  do  hn-h  a.^t-*aH  ni  ly  pronioio  tho  i  teuost  of  roncrei^'.Ional  eliurchcH,  !»v  paV 
li^hiIliJ  works  ;  by  furni-hlnif  llhrail  8  nnvl  pocuTiiary  ai'i  to  pari»»iic<«.  church- s.  niul  ft^.i'.'Ki'.h 
Hch  HiU  :  prmioiin'^  frii  iidly  iii'i-P'otirM:-  un  I  co-operatloM  amonif  (JoiiKn'^futlonal  mii  i^r-TS 
aid  u  nrch-  h,  an>l  with  other  denoininationH,  and  by  coUuetiu^j:  and  di^bur.-ing  funds  fur  tho 
ah  've  "hj  'Ct. 

iSKCi  iv)N  U.    Thid  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  pas.iaL'O. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  lv34. 

lie  it  t'va  'Udt  rJ<*.,  asfofh'trs  :  — 

i  t:5:(;ri(>N  1.    'i'he  Ainirlo.m  Oo;iprocf.itional  AKSnrlatlon,  at  Hoston.  Ih  h«reby  nn'liorlzcd  to 

hoi  1  i«'al  a-ul  ])l■^^oIli^I  «flale  lo   lip-  nin<'Unt  <if  fo'ir  linnd  ''l  anl  iirty  thou^iUid  d-^liard,  ij 
addition  to  tlie  annMint  tli  it  r-aid  eorporatf  n  U  row  -.nvh  irizcd  by  law  to  hold. 
Ki.jjrioN  'J.    Tlii::i  act  Hliall  take  etfecl  upjn  itit  paKHairc. 

[Ai'proved  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  24, 1S71. 


CONSTITUTION. 


AiiT.  T.    The  na'ne  of  ihU  bi1y  sJiall  be  th-  Amj:rican  Covgreo  \ti.in al  i\ssoci atio??. 

Alir.  II.  Tlio  oljeil  Mf  this  As.sociaM  m  «hal:  bo  lo  m-euru  the  erecii  in,  i  i  ih.-  Citv  of  H  >st->n, 
of  a  (J.)>t;iiKf:  vtionai-  lloi  si:  fi.r  the  m  •etin^ii*  «f  the  bo  ly,  thu  ac"Ci.>  iiinod.itir»ri  of  i  s  lihr.i' v, 
aiMl  f.r  the  fiirtluTance  nf  its  K  nrral  piirp>f«e'<;  to  f>'jnd  aid  porp'tuato  a  library  of  b  i  •k<e. 
])am;jhl-  ti,  aid  mains  -ilp'.s,  ..n  1  ac  illovtion  of  portraits  a  id  relics  of  th  •  pa^i;  a  id  to  d  )  w'i.i'.- 
ever  •  Un  —  with!  i  the  limit-*  of  it«<  ■•li  irt»-r  —  sh  ill  »ervo  I  >  illnstrati  0-.'nijrfga;li);ial  hii^torv  arA 
\tv  Mi:ot«"  t'^e  iT"'  t-r  .1  i  ^.'pm'h  of  rh    Coii^reir.itj.in  il  cluiri'hes. 

Aur.  III.  Tills  A«*rt)'lati  Ml  uhil!  b'*  c-impo.-ti'l  of  members  of  Orthi>d  »x  Conprc5it:o:»al 
ch.Mi'lus,  pay-.i,'  ea-li  on.'  <lill  ir,  or  m  in*,  1  ii  •  i-s  Tn'a«»nry. 

Aitr.  IV'.  'Till- 1.(11  er.-i  of  il.U  A-»*oi-l;iii  »n  Hh.ill  he  a  TreMiilcnt.  such  a  nnmber  of  VliV'-Prefll* 
d  "  t"  a-*  '.lio  AHSi'iM.it'o:i  m  ly  fr-'in  ye  ir  t'l  y«ar  elo  t.  a  ('orr.'fip'>ndiig  and  Uei-ordini;  fc»e;'-v  lary, 
a  Mhrari  m.  rn-iisiircr,  A-^Vtant  i  r-'a-un-r.  a-ul  an  Au-litir.  '1  liese  Secretnrio-*,  Lliir  irlai.  a-'d 
Tr  Mf  iP-'H,  wii'.i  f.Miit' en  nhci.-.  .'.Ji  I  Ihe  a  Ti  »ardof  Diro  tors,  rharijrod  wlili  th  :  iren  r.\!  int«'r- 
e-ts  I  f  :li<!  A -so  1  .ti  )m.  live  of  wl  om  •*!i;ill  <-onytitiite  a  qnormn  for  llio  transaction  of  buisincsi. 
Th»'-io  oili.'i  r-«  -liall  hi;  e'losp  i  hyh.il  ot  ai  the  Annu  d  M"eting<. 

Aur.  V.    The  Animal  M'-etlnu'?*  f  "f  t;i"  oJioic*  of  ofli  -opg,  jiul  f  >r  oth"r  huKlnc4<i  apnr.iprlato 
to  -n«'h  inevti  iL"*,  ^Ua  I  he  h«.'l  1  in  n.»«to  i,  on  I'u'-d  ly  pn^cedlng  thel  »8i  Wrdnesdav  i-i  M»y,  In 
eioh  \far,  al  iw.  Ivf  o'cloek,  >f.    Sp'vi.il  nie  t  ng:*  may  b  ?  calh-d  at  any  tim-'  bv  tho  liounl  of 
l)i  «'i't  'i".     I'll-!   a  iii'ial  an  1  nil   np  ei  il  m-'-liir^*  must  be  ea'ie.l  b.'  puhl  .shed  not  ires  in  the 
DilM.iilov  O  >'ii»r<"i;.it.o  lal  w<"  k'y  ip-w-'p  ipcr.'*  of  II  >Hto  i  nt  la^t  one  wei'K  previoin. 

Aur.  VI.  Tlii-i  (J  .n«tiut=on  miv  l>«-«  a  I  r.-d  at  a-iy  Annu  i!  Me  'tlitj  by  a  vot»  of  two  thirds 
of  till-  m-niher-  pn  ••••nf.  piMi<-  iio'I-m'  liavi'.yf  h'*<'n  sr  ven  of  the  n.iMireof  th^prtp  jded  alicrati-jn 
in  the  call  l'.»r  ih-j  meetinj;,  hut  the/'u*/v/  arii.-lf'.  >h  ill  be  unaiicrablo. 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGAriONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS    MEETING. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congregational 
Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregatiofialisf)  was  held 
in  the  Congregational  House,  May  28,  1878,  at  12  m. 

Hon.  James  White  was  called  to  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Ezra  H.  Byington,  of  Brunswick,  Me. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  directors,  of  the  library  committee,  and  of  the 
treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  directors  for  pub- 
lication at  their  discretion. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
year : — 

President. 
S.  D.  WARREN,  Esq.,  Boston, 

VUe-Presidents* 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.d.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  d.d.,  Weybridge,  Vt. 
Rev.  RuFus  Anderson,  d.d.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  E.  B  Webb,  d.d.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.d.,  Medway,  Mass. 
Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.d..  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Hon  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  Norwich,  Conn. 
Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  d.d..  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d  d..  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.d..  Marietta,  O. 
Rev  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.d.,  Qeveland,  O. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

or  TUP. 

■ 

^imerican  dLangrcgational  ^ssnnatioit. 

COMMOXWEALTIl  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Ttar  Vtic  Thousand  Eiyht  llmiffr'Hl  and  I  inn-Four, 

An  Act  to  inc  .rpurati' tho  CongrL-i;:iti'mnl  Libniry  Ab«i)c1  itton,  at  nofflon. 

Dt  it  enat't  d  by  thti  Senate  and  llnu»rof  R-'jire^nitiitiren^  in  G'^neral  Court  tU9€mbUd,and  l.y 

j  (he  liHf'tcril'i  of  t.'tf  9  I  me.  as  full  tirn  :  — 

'  Sectiov  1.    RufU'*  Anderson,  .Tonopli  8.  Chirk.  .Tulitm  A.  ra'm'^r,  tlicfr  n««i»*i.ilc^  n'ul  ^nccM* 

Bon*,  010  Jicrcby  iiiado  a  corp')r.itl'in  by  the  nnni'*  of  tliu  OonvrvKitiuiinl  Lil»r:iry  .Xbkcm'I.iiI  iii,  at 
Bonto  ',  for  till!  puriio-e  of  c-tiibliHiiI  i!,'  and  |u'ri)«'tiiutir»jf  n  library  of  tbi*  rc>lii;ioua  h'-ti  rv  aid 
li'ciaturu  of  N'i'w  Kmrl  uul,  and  f  >r  tbc  orcoti  >n  •  f  a  Miit'iblo  bail  lini;  for  iho  .ii'C'inmo'lH'ii)  i  **f 

I         lln'  Ml  lie,  a  id  f  If  ih  •  ii-o  of  ch  iriti'«b'  -ocIl'  !«'■«,  wlt!i  a'l  tlto  pt)W'T«  um-I  prlvlli-po*,  a-id  xubipcl 

i         til  all  tbu  duliuK,  ri'^tric'.i  inf>,  and  Habiliilcii  itet  forth  in  ibu  foriy-f  jurib  ciiapter  of  tlic  lU-vii^-d 

I        Btatuiei*. 

i  fc>KCTio>t  2.    Satd  corpor:ii1on  m  ly  hold  rral  *  r  prr^onnl  cntatc.  ncroMary  and  coMvcnieiit  fir 

'        the  |>nriioNu<«  nfin  Maiil  lo  a'l  a  iKuiut  not  cxoo  ■•lin<r  {  i  tho  wlioh'oitc  hundred  and  tifty  tbuud^nd 

!        doUafi*,  ihi!  iuuoinc  wlion-of  fh  II  be  duvolcd  to  tbc  nf  iri"«:Ud  p'irpo»oM. 

I  •  [  \ppiovud  by  tho  Governor,  April  12,  IS.")*. 

Be  it  enticicd,  rfc.,  an  f. Motes  :  — 

Skction  1.  The  Cju^^n'^atbinal  Library  AsKOciat'on,  at  1)nsto->,  in  hereby  authorized  to  hold 
real  and  pornonal  e.>«iate  to  the  ainou:it  of  one  bu'id-id  and  fifiv  ih  iii-i  nd  dolla  h,  in  aldlllun  t<t 
th 'ainoiint  tbat '•aid  c«>rp:<ratioti  in  now  i.uthurlzod  by  1  iw  to  bobl  ;  pr«ivd'd.  ihat  no  part  <if 
Hald  uniouni  chail  bo  invibti-d  i  i  real  e.itate,  » xecpt  in  t'le  purcba-<e  of  a  i>nltablc  nitt'.  u'd  ll.c 
erection  or  prep  iratO'i  «>f  a  Miitabb-  bull  lini?.  ti  bo  U!*cd  for  the  fiur'iOMeii  of  «  lid  eorpor  iiio  t, 
ai*  net  f.irili  in  the  Act  of  lacorp  iritiou  piBScd  April  twellih,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
llftv-f  mr. 

bEcriON  2.    This  act  whall  take  (ffoct  from  and  nf^rr  It^  pas'-a^e. 

[  Apjiroved  by  the  Governor,  April  21, 1830. 

He  it  enietcd, et'.,  a» follows  :  — 

SccriON  1.  The  C->-i-.;ri'uail  )ni1  Library  Ai«d-'>ciatIo!i  Ii*  horohy  aathorlzcd  to  change  lia  name 
a  id  t  >  taki-  the  fame  of  the  .\nierl  an  C  m'gro:;  illonal  AfM^i.-iatl  in. 

.^ECTION'  2.  In  udili.i  in  t.»  tin-  p-iwur-*  h'-n-fofiro  i;rant<'d  naid  corporation,  it  ii»  htreby 
amtMinz  ■!  to  do  hii  h  a.-t-<  art  in  ly  pro  note  tb<!  I  liie>l  of  (.'o;ii:ri'tra".lonal  chureli.-F',  by  pu'i- 
lifliiiii,' wurk- ;  by  liirni'liini;  libiaii  k  an-i  prcuniiiry  ai'l  to  pari-ihe-i.  cliurch- ».  aiul  S.'ib  i-i'h 
S<-h  MiiH  ;  iM-Mi."iiru'  fri'i.illy  IntiTronrs  •  an  1  ('<»-(»prratio-i  ninn-iir  (!  »i  irr.-jfiti.in-il  inj>.i<.t>T4 
a  I'i  c'lir.b  f*,  an  i  wiLh  utluT  iU'ia»iiii;ialijnf«,  ainl  by  oil  ctiU;,'  a-id  dUbur-I:'?  fundrt  f..ir  iJ.-.' 
all  'Vr  'I'.i-i". 

•Si  c^  !«».>  .3.    'riii-«  act  rliall  la\e  ilf.  et  on  il»  i)a.--a!.'e. 

[  Xpprove'l  by  tlio  Governor,  May  1  >.  1^'il. 

/if  it  nm  (■ '/,  <■;■•.,  anfoUf  ir.s-  ;  — 

SiCTioN  I.  'iln- Am- rlr;  iM  ('.»:ii:r''j;.itiunal  A"s  H'iation,  at  lio-loi.  \n.  In  n-hy  an'lmri/i''!  '.-i 
lii)l  1  r«'al  ami  pcrsuMal  i->ta'i'  to  lb--  aiM'.nrii  .f  lo';r  lnMulri-l  ad  llfty  tb.iii^an'l  d  •ll.ir».  ii 
atl'litiMM  ti  till-  utM  njir  t!i  it  -ai-l  rnrp.irati  -ii  i>*  •  ow  auli  'f  zi'd  by  law  tu  hiiid. 

di.j:il:>N  -.     'ibis  act  eb.ill  lake  t  tl'*'l  up  i.i  itf  p.i>-  i'_'''. 

[A;  ppixed  by  the  Governor,  F«.b.  '1\,  I"^:]. 


CONSTITITION. 

AuT.  I.    Tin.'  na-m-  .-f  this  b  ily -.'lall  ho  tli"  Am;uii' vv  Coxc.uKC.  VTDNAI.  Assort  ation. 

Aiir,  11.  Ti.r  oi'.i"'  t  'if  tb.-  A->  •<  i.j'.i  m  t-\\.t\-  !>  •  •■>  »  ciir.-  ili  ■  i-rcci  »:i  i  i  •!»  •  City  ••f  J»  '-■.  -n, 
of  a  C  >m;iii  Ii  V  TionAI.  Iloi  -ii.  f  ir  th-  ni-iiia_'-t  ■•!'  '.b  ■  !•  )  ly.  ihi*  a  -i-  ■  nisjil  ili  i  i  nV  i  s-  Ii'«r  i>\, 
ami  f  .r  tb'- f:irth«ra-i.v  i»f  its  u'  n- ral  [uirpi-"-;  ti  fi:ril  ail  [•■•rp  tuat**  a  library  of  b  >  .ks 
p;im;'bb-»^,  a'l-l  r.ia-ii;--r.pt^,  .iii  I  a  ■•••li«*--t:«>i  t.l"  p  .ilr  .ii-  i  i-l  rivi.--*  <  f  lb  •  p:i-t ;  a  id  t.»  i|  i  \v:i..!- 
cvcr'i  Ir*. —  wMlii  I  ill''  li'iiit'*  nt  i*-  •  li  irti-r  — "Ii  ill  -'iv  i'  i  .  :i;.f<ir.ii  '  ('  •n^rt-i^.n!  jrial  h.-U':y  anl 
pr  •■i.«it«- t'l'- -"•  .-r  .1  i  .t'T.  •*•."•  ijf  :b    Ti   Ljrf^Mii  •:!  il  <''.Mr  b<<«. 

Am.  III.  Tbis  A~k«.M'l.iti.iii  hIi.II  b.'  c..mpo-«cl  ul"  im-nbcr8  of  Orihidn  Con-^roi*  it:  ii.d 
chirclu-.  f>ay:  u'  i'a-!j  uti  ■  •ImII  ir,    .r  in  'P-,  I  it  >  \'*  Ti-'i-iiry. 

Aur.  I\'.  "'I'll!' (.r.i.-L-rs  i.-f  tlU  \--o.i.itl  iii -!i  ill  be  a  i'^•l'^i■!(■^lt. '•M'-li  a  riinib  r  of  Vi.-  -rn.!*!- 
d  •■  t-  :i-»  'bi*  \'<  'ci  ;tMiM  111  ly  lV>'ii  yiir  t-i  yrar  <  W  t.  a  • "  rr  sp  iii-li  i;  a  id  Ii" -ordi'i » t^r  ■  ■■  i  iry, 
a  Ijl  r.iri.Mi.  I'm-  ><::•■•:■,  .\*-:-'aMi  i  r  i-i:rir.  a-id  an  Ais '.l -r.  I  b- -■•  ^I'-r-'tar  i*-,  l,i  »r  .n.i  ■.  a'.l 
Tr  ..-.r-'-,  wi'Ii  !"-'r  I  t"i  "Ii  ■'-.  >!i  1 1  !■••  a  Ii  iar  1 't'  I  lire  :  »r-i.  lii.ir:;''!  wj  Ij  tb  •  ui*'i  ra  i;Ut  r- 
I'-i-i  .)f  -Ii-  A--I  i  ili  •!!.  liw  «'f  « '.  "tn  •«Ii:ill  imi-titi:.-  a  .,ii'>ri!i)  for  lb-.'  irannacii-.m  of  b  iftiiu-s-*. 
'J  b.'-r  •  r.i  ■  r-  -bail  b  •  <l.'>-«-i  by  !■  li  o»  ai  tin-  Van.i  il  M  -i-ini:-!. 

Aitr.  \'.  'I'll'.-  Ai'iial  M'«-t  =  ii«'-*  fir  I'u- cboic  •  I'T  "Iii  ■<'M.  aid  f  .r  n'h'r  biKMio-*-*  apiir.in'l.-it ' 
t'i'-ii'.h  mi"  li  ifH,  -ba  1  bi'  ImI  I  in  I!'>-'o  i.  on  I'u  -^d  ly  pri-,'<-di;r^  t'li'l  ist  \V»  dnir-^d  iv  m  M  ly,  I'l 
••  ir-b  Vfir,  at 'w   Ivr  <»'fl"»ck,  M.     Sp"<'ial  tn*-  t  ■l'-'  in  ly  b  -  ca:l"d  .it  a'ly  tini  ■  bv   tbi' Ibiard   'f 

hi  c'M  M--.      I'll.-   a   iria:  .ml   :ill   i-p  '"id  iii'-lin:,''  ni-i-'.   1 a  .i- 1  l»  .•  pnbl  -"ic"!  n  ili  "I'-i  i.i  lb  ■ 

(»rin»d  iv  <'  'Miir  LT.it  ■»  la!  Wi'i-k'y  n-  w-pip'-r-  i-f  I'  "'  •  ■.  at  !a-it  'i-m*  \vf  k  p:wioiH. 

Aur.  VI.  riii^C 'n-tiiit  .i'l  in  i\  In- ;i  i  r  .l  ai  i  .v  .\n'i:i  i!  M'.*  ti  »:;  liy  a  v  ii  •  of  two  ihb-l* 
i.f  rbc  iiii-niluT'  pn-*i'iit.  pnlilc-  iii»"iii'  ba\j  -i;  b-'-n  i;  vi-n  .-f  ili'  n  I'li*-..  of  ih  .•  pr  >p  mi.-d  aUerati  »a 
i;i  tho  call  f  -r  lb--  im-i'lmu'.  b  u  tin-  tUirit  nr:i  ■■'•  .-b  ili  b'*  anaiUTabb'. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  EEPORT 
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ACT  OF  IXCOUrORATION 

OF  THE 

iimcruan  dLanjgrcgntional  %$b 

COMMONWKALTII  OV  MAS.SAriir.SETTS. 

7m  tlif-  Yror  Uw  TIoniKiind  FJ'jhi  i:ti.i>I,\>l  ami  I  !ff>/ 

An  Act  lo  ino  irpuratf  llsi' Oonir'-..-iMtiin.il  IJIir.iry  A-»-«»cl  i:l' 

j         lie  it  ennt't  t1  hy  ihr  Smnte  nnd  Il'His<  nf  li  /n't^mfitin  *,  /",/   r;«//i  ral  \ 
j  I  he  (.ilt'nn  ify  of'  t'.i".  ji  inu*.  a.<  j'"!l  .irj>,  ;  — 

flF.rTiON  1.  liuru"  ATidi»rMin,.Io«»i«|.li  S.  rinrk.  Juli-iH  A.  IViii-r,  tln'l 
hr-rs,  u:o  hM"i'l>y  nuuii'  :i  (••«rpir.iti<ii  by  th-  nriMi  •  of  i!u»  (.'■»ii:.'ri'!»  i!it).i:il 

I  Hu-Hio  ■,  for  tlu.'[>ur|n)  •«•  of  L'l!i'»Ii>»lii  liT  ;iml  iurp' 'UMMr'.'  u  M.r.iry  «•!  i) 
li'ciaturt"  tif  N««\v  Iv.'jliixi.  ainl  f  »r  t'lo  invti  uj  •  f  :i -u:tilil<>  luiiriinir  i\ 
tli«'  f.'i  III',  a  i<l  fir  ill  •  11  «'  uf  t'h  irit.i''l"'  -"U"i-.*  i«'s,  wis'i  n'l  |!m«  p  iw-  r.-*  .fi- 
to  :(1;  tl  I!  (lutu-H,  U'otr.c'i  mm,  uixl  li.iliilltii'd  hi-i  foitli  i;i  llio  f<irly-f>>ui-tli 

I        Sialuto><. 

.Sf.othin  2.  fcyaM  rorpur.iiion  iii  ly  hoM  n'ul  •  r  p»T-«in:il  f^tato.  ritM'oa 
tlu' purpOHn-*  nfiiiHuiil  i<i  a"  a  ihmijiI  ti«»t  «x<'f  tinij  i  t'j»»  \v1j)I«m»' o  liuj 
dollar.-*,  Ibt*  iiicoiiiu  wlicivof  ^h  11 1»«'  il(.-vott.->l  lo  Vw  ;.f  .r  t.i  «l  p  irp<i<.i.'>.. 

I  •  [  \ppii»v«.'J  hy  the  Go' 

JSf  it  cnacUd,  et\,  n^f'lloicH  :  — 

Hr.cil«)N  1.    The  C  iiiurriratluiu!  T-ihriry  AHsoeiat"'>:i,  at  H<istO",  U  h- 

!        real  anil  potHoiial  c-jla'i"  t-i  t'u*  amount  of  oil'-  hu'nl  i  •!  :iii<l  i\\'  \   ih  ui-*  i" 

I         th  •  ainiiiiiit  th:it -aUl  o.irp-ratioii  is  now  :.uth<>>i/.i>il  hy  I  .v.-  to  lioM  ;  p 

Hiiitl  aiiuiiiDt  ^hail  h<'  'iisi.-t-(l  i  i  n-ril  e-lat*',  «  \»t"';i'  iii'  ft*  pijii'ha-«'  (.f 

c-nrlioti  or  pfrp  ir:it  o'l  (if  a  fUilahli-  h.iil  liii*;.  t  >  h*  i'»r«!   r«»r  t''0  piir;Mi 

ai*  Hj«t  f.irih  l.i  the  Act  of  l.icorp  irilioJi  p  i-trt.Ml  April  twluii.  In  lb-.-  yu.ii 

,        lifry.fiiir. 

I  fcjLcrioN  -.    TliU  act  nhall  lako  i  (T-Tt  fr-mi  a!i«l  :ift»T  ir«  T«:is«aj:e. 

i  Ai»;.r .»vc«l  liy  the  Oi 

i  

I        Jit  it  tm  tr.O-.l,  tt '.»  a.'t/tilloir't :  — 

I  5?EcriON  J.    The  C'»:i'iri'!4a;i  inil  Library  At.s«i-iati''i!i  !•»  h-Tthy  authur 

a  .tl  I  I  t.jk'.'  the  liamcnf  tin*  Aiinri  nu  C  i  nzr-  j  .[\>>  \n\  A-«"».iatl  »i. 

I  .-H'TION  'J.     In    a-.Mi.i 'n    ti  l!."   [>  .uer-    L  i- ■•■:".!•.•   ^MMiir.--!   -"ui  1   i« 

UM'l.'ir.z  -1  til  il-.i  KM  •!»  .i.-t- a>  iii  .,v    jwo:  ••'••  i!ir   i   • -i''  ».  n'' <'.»■. !."'• 'j;!*.: 
l;.-ii.i:tr  w-irk-"  :  l.y   I'lrMi-liirv.'  h''i.!'i  -.  an  I  |«ii:ii!:ity  ail  »..  ]i:ir:>.Iic-. 
^■•■!l -i;!*  ;    pi->ii.'«iiii_'    Ir:' s.-lly    i'l".  rr"i  r»  •   .i:i  I    ■•-(•[••r.'    •;   .mi  •  "j    <* 
.1  i<l  .'   nr.li  ?•,  an  I  v»i:l-  •■"ii  r  •'.r.  oii.!i:  il:-i'i»,  a*  >l   '\\-  i;  >  1   .J;'!.'  a- <.I  •'. 
al     \>-  •  I'i  •«". 

Sir;i».\  ;..     Tlii-  ai'li-'aali  ta\e  vlf.  ■.•}  on  it?-  pa>-i.n-. 

;.\I-|.!  .V.-:  \'\  tl..'  (J. 

i  

/•'<   /f  ■  r-i  !•  'I.  I  '■'.,  li' /n.'h  /;•%  ;  — 

Si<iic»N  1.  'I  li"  Alii  ri'"  I'l  ( •  i'i_'r>'ir  itiiTii'   A-- •»•.'.!♦  o'l,    ;t  I'u-'"  i    i 

I  I  "I  :   }imI  a   ij  I'tr^i' ;:1   I -'a'.-   'o    'li-  ac.    'ri'     ■!'  '"■•    r   i     :.•!  «   !  .a   •!  li:' 

..i!'!-t:  1*1  to  t'p  aiM  ii.'i   t'l.it  -a.''.  ■   -r'^/ra'!   "  >  •  "-.v     .:  ;i  ■•  i.'i'il  }.y  i.iw  ••• 

tri.rri  j\  -j.  TIij-,  ;u-i  .-!...  l  i.ikc  kW-  •:  •  :•  •  •  ■•.-  \- .--  i.-  . 
I  \-  [•V>\k'  1  l.y  thi-  (.h 


CONSTIllTIOX. 


\ilT.  I.    The  !iaii-..f  fh'-  'i  ^Iv-'  .il:  '»"  il:  ■   \M  .i:i'\N  c'm\.;ii  ,:  vn 

All'-.  II.     T:.--v»  •■•  t  ..f -il  -    \-s      i.i  !  ■•    -'i.l    '       •     I'M-J.-i 

of  a  <' )n<;h' «.  vTioN  VI.  Ili>t  ^1  t   I  »'■■  iii'-:ia,''   •:    '•■    i- •  ;..;'!•  a-.'  i 

:»•  .]  f  !{  'l:  •  f  il".'.«l  I'S'-.'  ••I'll-  J    'H  lal    p.ir;;  i»''-> .    *  I    !  I  :"i-l     •      !    |»'Tp    \m 

l):i'iiii'."i'r  ■.,  :ii  <:  :■!  I  i-i'*"  p' ',  .t.*!  I  a  '  ■  ■ >  •  i    «    : ;  ■ .    •  -  i  •  I  r  •  i  •■«  ■  1"  llj 

,"....,  I  U  •  — w.'.i  :     tl  •• '..i:r!-. ..:  •'-     ■••'.'••■r     •>.'■..  ~   r.  ■•  !      '    ■-•.sat'-  < !  ■•! 
|r.i    t    f  i   ::  •   -T   1  i  I'.'i  ■•»•-•..:  -h    «    •   jf-'.' :';    '.  i"     '     ••■:••. 

Ai:'.II.     1  i.i!»   -\-s>'.r     •!  -i   .  I   I       1    •.. ':      I    •  !■   r.'(."s    rf  •  »r 

«;l!  jr.;.. I  «.  !•  i\       •  t- 1  m  "'i    ■!•  '.  -i .     r  i.i    r  ,  ;   '  •  i   •   i  t    .  •  ."•. . 

Am    W.  ■•i'S'i.-r  .r-.i!!!-    \'-..i*-   i:  •'i  :   .•••   >  I:  ■-:  I-."i!, -n-!.  n 
■1     •-  ;i-  I'm-   N-^-i  ■  .   1  •»■•  !..  iv  I  •    .1  >•.  .r  ■■■  v<  ii  •  '•    ■    •  '     :  •    -:    .'ill    :;  a  I 
.1  i.i'i  :ri:.;..   Ti.-.  ■•-  o  • ,  A"'''ri'    •''     f--.   :.:...    \        ••!.     1  h  --   .-'.- 
TI-..-.I    I-. '.'.:•:    !"..  1". -"I  ..ip    ••   -'111'      li'-.i'-    '    .••.•■•!•?-.    i-..!,'  ■! 
I  -ts     1     I:  ■  A-"i   :  I'l  •!.  !■'.>•  'f  .v".  ••!    -  I  .1    •    ■•     t::  1      ,.■!:!      :.   i  ;y  :\\  •  \ 


'■». 


'I  !i.  'I-  I  ri     r-  -!:a  ;  '•  •       i**-.'  :    'v  '•   1  ••!  a?  •.•■•    X-  •:  .  .i     .  •■    i 

A'{i.  V.     Ti-.' A  I. '.a.  M.  •l.'".'-.  f  ••■f  ••    I   •  ••     :  ■■•  i  -iv    .■   ;  <*■!    ili 
t  •  -•!>  h  III'.'  •;•  J',  -I  I  I  l»'   •••  '  I  :  I  '•'>  •-••'  I.  -I   I!   -•;   N  •»■•■  ■  ••  :.••,' '"  "i  »-*• 
•••••!!  Vf  ir,  :i"    w    ■\r   >'•  I'.i-;.  >f.     mi-'-   .     ;:•••  •'.'■•   i:   •.    '<      ..  '.   I   at   U'.\ 
1 1;  «-.••.)•,,      pi--     :i    Mil  .!'•  •   .-Il   -p  '■   I.   II   •'!••;••  i  !•  ■     ■'•  -M    .• '    ..  ■   p 

•  •:"'*»'-l  »»  •  ?  'ii-T  j"at    •  .a    »*.  I  ■  k  y  :    n'-|>  ri   •  •  ■  !"  I'.  ■-■     ■  -i*  .  .>t    i-.i*  u  >•  '•» 

Nur    V'l.      I  ai' 1.' .  !•«••.:•    .".  i..  i\  '•  ••  a  •   r  •  1   i*    i    v    \'*   i.    *»1  •  i    .,'   '■ 

•  f  th«- 'M'-ii.Si.-r- pr< -'••"ii.  pii  ;•''  I  o  •• '   i- 1»  i    .;'•••:._'".■■.     •"•I--   »i"|i.'of 
i'l  ihi.' 'm'1  t  »•  It  ••  III'.  .•'.I'I  r, 'j.it  :''i' .' /  .•'/.'»•/       ■!;.. 


a  gift  of  books  and  pamphlets  from  her  lamented  husband's  pecul- 
iarly valuable  library,  in  response  to  which,  three  well -filled  cases 
were  received,  containing  four  hundred  and  forty-three  books 
and  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-TWO  pamphlets,  all  of  them  useful, 
some  of  them  peculiarly  so  here.  Altogether,  it  was  the  choicest 
gift  of  its  kind  this  Association  has  ever  received.  An  appreciative 
acknowledgment  was  made  by  a  special  vote  of  the  directors.  The 
Hon.  R.  P.  Waters,  of  North  Beverly,  has  presented  to  the  library 
"  Richardson's  English,  Persian,  and  Arabic  Dictionary,"  two  vol- 
umes, folio,  published  in  1780,  a  singularly  valuable  and  scholarly 
work.  Many  other  useful  additions  have  been  made,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  subjoined  list  following  the  report  of  the  library  com- 
mittee, to  which  report  reference  must  be  made  for  further  par- 
ticulars. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Cor.  Sec. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

In  addition  to  the  statements  in  the  annual  report  of  the  directors 
concerning  the  library,  the  committee  need  say  but  little.  The  great 
value  and  the  increasing  usefulness  of  the  library,  as  therein  set 
forth,  deserve  special  consideration.  Every  year  gives  new  proof  of 
the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  men  who  laid  the  foundations, 
twenty-five  years  ago,  of  what  has  grown  to  be  so  unique  a  collection 
of  books  and  pamphlets.  One  of  the  marvels  is,  that  without  the 
withdrawal  of  a  dollar  in  cash  from  funds  contributed  for  the  build- 
ing and  endowment  of  the  organization,  there  have  been  collected, 
in  so  brief  a  period,  twenty-five  thousand  volumes,  and  ninety 
thousand  pamphlets,  many  of  extreme  rarity  and  priceless  value. 
To  speak  in  exact  figures,  the  present  number  of  volumes  in  the  reg- 
ular series  is  20.191;  and  of  duplicates  there  are  5.624;  total, 
25,815  ;  a  gain  in  the  regular  series  of  1,383.  We  have  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pamphlets  including  duplicates. 

The  most  important  addition  this  year,  in  some  respects  the  most 
valuable  single  gift  to  the  library  since  its  foundation,  is  the  very  lib- 
eral donation  by  Mrs.  Joshua  Wilson,  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  England, 
from  her  revered  husband's  rich  collection  of  old  books.  Three 
cases  have  been  received  from  this  collection,  containing  four  hun- 


THE  AMERICAN   CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationaiist)  was 
held  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  May  29,  1877,  at  12  m. 

The  president  occupied  the  chair«  In  the  absence  of  the  record- 
ing secretary,  the  Rev.  Isaac  P.  Liangworthy  was  chosen  to  fill  his 
place  pro  tern.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Morrison,  d.  d., 
president  of  Drury  College,  Springfield,  Mo. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with,  not  being  required 
by  the  constitution. 

The  reports  of  the  directors,  of  the  library  committee,  and  of  the 
treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  directors  for  publi- 
cation at  their  discretion. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
year ; — 

PresidenL 
Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.  d  ,  Hanover,  N.  H. 
Rev.  Harvey  D    Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Weybridge,  Vt. 
Rev.  RuFUS  Anderson,  d.  d.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Med  way,  Mass. 
Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d  d.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d..  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Hon.  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  Norwich,  Conn. 
Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  M.  ^Taylor,  d.  d..  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  d.  d..  New  York  City. 
Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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Vols. 

.  W.,  D.  D.,  New  York 

mr.  N.  P.,  Bolton 

>k  and  Tract  Depository,  B</StoD 4 

Samnel  A .,  Boston 4 

)mas,  Chelsea . 

'.  L.  &  Co.,  Boston 26 

▼eiettfD.D.,  Bristol.  Ct. 

,  Prof.  Ifason,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  HI. 

,  Rev.  Charles.  Mont>on,  newspapers        ...... 

tcT.  W.  M  ,  Chelsea 

n.  Alphens,  Boston 

3y.  D.  W.,  Holton,  Kan 

r,  Anstin,  Jericho,  Vt. 1 

r.  H.  A.,  Blllerlca 

Iton  A.,  Boston 

nr.  L.  Smith,  New  York 

ReT.  B.  B.,  Westford 

J.  C,  D.  D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y 

rs.  L.  B.,  Wellesley 

U.  C,  Cambridge 

lavld,  Brockton 18 

,  D  D.,  C'tmpridgeport 1 

ev.  WiUiiim  B.,  Somerville 

,  James  F..  Charlestown 

Charles,  Boston S 

V.,D.  D.,  iDdiannpolis,  Ind 8 

Joel  S.,  East  Hampton,  Ct 

Use  C.  R.,  Andovor 1 

V.  B.  L.,  Aubamdale 

Ley.  J.  G..  Rutland,  Vt. 

v.,  Needharo 

try  B.  A..  Providence,  R.  I 

rv.  Wm.  Royal,  Orient,  L.  1 1 

ev.  Henry  S.,  Boylston      ......... 

Abner,  Boston 

,  Rev.  J.  D.,  Bradford 

n.  A.,  Jefferson  City,  Mo 

nas  W.,  Manchester,  N.  H .  1 

y,  Daniel  A.,  Bay  City,  Mich 6 

y,  G.  I.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J 

omas,  D.  D  ,  Providence,  R.  1 7 

Abbott,  Boston  ...........         1 

\cndemy,  Groton 

as  J.,  Brooklino 

>ea.  James  M.,  Scotland     . 

)8  E.  A.,  London,  Eng.      .........         1 

!V.  P.  Wm  Belchertown 

.  F.,  D.  n.,  Grlnnell,  To.    .       .       .       .       .  '     .       .       .       . 

orical  Society.  Brunswick,  Me 1 

MU  Bible  Society,  Boston 

;tts  General  Hospital,  Trustees  of,  Boston 1 

;tts  Hi  torical  Society,  Boston 2 

.'tts  Home  Missionary  Society,  Bo^ton     ...... 

rftts,  State  of 16 

Rev  B.  v.,  Ludlow 1 

isses,  Andover 10 

[.,  D.  D.,  Dorcbeftter .18 

n  O.,  D.  D.,  Boston  Highlands 

.  D.  O.,  Worcester 1 

V.  James  G.,  Davenport,  lo 

sv.  C.  L.,  Sedalia,  Mo 


Pamph. 

29 

1 

0 

114 

4 

024 

a 

8 
73 
1 
1 
1 

8 
2 
1 
1 

11 
1 
1 

46 

1 
1 

10 
1 

12 
1 
1 
8 

1 

76 
1 
8 

18 

6 

108 

1 

700 
21 

1 

4 


16 
18 


842 

20 

1 


1 
0 


HoDtagna,  R«t.  B.  J..  Port  AlkinMD,  Win, 
Ifoorc,  Bmr.  W.  H.,  Hutlbrd.  Ct.       .       .       . 
IforrlMo,  N.  J  ,  D.  D.,  SprlDsfleld,  Ho.     . 
Moonl  AnbDni  Oirporatton         .... 
Unn«D,  lATdud.  If  uelwMar,  Vt.  .       .       . 
IfHh,  Ollbart,  BHtoD 

OlMan.  Rn.  VniliUD  a.,  CUnibIn',  O.      . 
OnnU.  Bar.  Sumael,  ToninftoD,  Ot. 
OaborD*.  Bar  O.  P.,  SonthlnpMi,  OL 
Pilna,  Ker.  Albm,  Ohar]«lown 

Pununlcr.J  8.,  Atbol 

Fnktaiun,  Kin.  J  Mph,  KlHErton 
Peli>iIbM.K»T.  F.  X.,IfaUjk       .... 
Ptsres.  Hod.  nenry  L.,  DonhuUr     .  . 

Pond,  BcT.  WllUiini  0..  EUn  Pnodwo,  Oni 
Partsr,  DsL  Eluur,  HadLaf  .... 
pDtwIn,  Rer.  Lemnal  8,,  HDdMa,0.. 
PoiraLI.  Ha*  8.  W.,  DorahMter .... 
Pratt,  B,B.,B>ilDri  ....'.. 
Pansbnrd,  Ker.  Qmcta,  Boalon  .... 
QaEal,  A.E.,  D  D.,  Dover,  K.  H. 

Rlea,  Bar.  0.  B.,  DanTen 

Rlebardaan,  Bar.  If.,  Lawranaa.  Kan. 

Bala,  John.  OhatHa 

Bnnboni.  tfra.  A.  J.,  Wlnebeatar.  1  raamiKiirlpI. 

Bar(■D^  H.  a.,  Boaion 

eavtclla,  I.B.,  TovDiand 

e«ali7,  R.  H  ,  D.  D.,  HaTarlilll    .... 
Bbaip,  Daa.  Junw  0.,  Donbeatar 
Bblpinan,  Kev.  T.  L.,  Jawalt  CKf.  Ct. 

BIbJer.  J.  L..  Ciimbrldgo 

Bmlth.CharlciC..  Biiiton 


BpaaLdlng,  IWv.  W  A.,  Lynn     . 
Bpoff.rd,  Dr  Jcramlah,  Orovolnnd     . 
Bimgiic.  Ur>.  9  S..  I'rovJdi^nce,  K.  I. 
Blockbrldgc.  Rcnry,  LJalUmore,  lid.  . 
Blockwell.  B.  S  ,  Boilon      .... 
BUrra,  Blchard  Salter.  Longmoodow,  1  nmnu 
Strong.  Her.  B.  E.,  Wallhain 
Tafi,  Ro^LO.,  Provldanoa.R  I. 
Tappnn,  Rev  Benjamin.  Norrldgowocll,  Ua. 
Tatbo»,I.N.,  i>.  D.,WettNcwwn    .        . 
Taylor,  D™.  Kdnard.  Andoicr  . 
Tcela.  Rev.  Albert  K.,  Blue  illll 
Tanney.  Kev  E.  P..  U>uicbe-ler. 
Tenney.  F.  C.  CheeWr,  X.  H.      . 
Tonney,  Rev.  F.  V.,  Saugni 
Ttaomu,  Edward  I..  Bcookline   . 


Unilcd  Slitee  TreMury  Dopi 
Vermont  Rl-torlcal  Soclely 
ITalle,  0U>  F.  R.,  Claremon 


15 

Volt.    Pamph . 

"WelH,  Rev.  James.  I>an1>arton,  N.  H 2 

Wenham  Pariah  Library 29 

'Wheelwright  Mias  Sarah,  Newbnryport 83  279 

"Wlilte,  Ber.  I.  C.,  Newmarket,  N.  H 

Wliite,  Rer.  Wlliam  O  ,  Keene,  N.  H 

"Whiting,  ICra.  L.  R.,  Boetoa  Highlands I 

'Whiting,  Lyman,  d.  d.,  Beading 

Wldton,  Rer.  J.  IC.,  ph.  d.,  Basthampton 

Wliittleaey,  Rer.  M.  K.,  Jacksonville,  111 

Wilder,  Hon.  M.  P.,  Dorchester 1 

"Wilds,  Mrs.  If  artin,  Oaonpello 

Wlllard,  Bev.  8.  O.,  Colchester,  Ot 

Williams,  Mrs.  Rev.  George  K.,  Deerfleld 

Williams,  J.  Fletcher,  St.  Panl,  Minn 1 

Williams  Oollego,  Willlamstown 

Wilson.  Mrs.  Joshna,  Tanbridge  Wells,  Bng 443  982 

Winthrop,  Hon.  B.O.,  Boston 

Wood,  Rev.  F.  P.,  Acton 

T^ood,  Mrs.  ^— ,  Newbnryport 1 

Tale  College,  New  Haven,  Ct. *..... 

Zabrtakie,  F.  N.,  D.  D.,  Wollaston 3 
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BY-LAWS. 


Akt.  T.  The  cxerr  Ipes  of  tho  Annnal  Meetlncr  nhall  bn  prayer,  hearl  nfr  the  report  of  the  Directors 
and  other  ofliccra  h  ivtnff  roporU  to  make,  action  iipou  tho  fiamc,  the  cU;ctloii  of  ofllccrB,  and  tho 
performnnee  of  such  other  botflness  as  shall  properly  come  before  tl.u  meetlnfr. 

AST.  IL  The  Dirbctom  shall  pn^crlhe  their  own  tlmcA  of  mectinK.  as  their  Judemont  of  the  best 
Intnro«ts  of  the  Association  may  snvfrrst,  and  th»  method  of  calllnK  tho  snnio.  All  their  in«'etinKS 
ftliall  bo  opcnud  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting 
off  the  Association  for  anniversary  purposes  whleh  they  m:iy  think  lit. 

Abt.  III.  Ac  the  flmt  Directors^  niectl.iK  after  thctr  appointment,  a  chairman  shall  be  chosen  by 
^ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee  by  nomlnnlion  (each  of  three  members), 
to  A^rve  respectively  for  the  year.  ImmedlaVly  attcr  thu  np-Milnic  of  earn  mectlnv  the  mlnntcH  of 
f^c  prev1oQ<«  meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  bu»l  u>s!i,  prepared  by  the  rorresnondinff  Sf'c* 
rctary  and  librarian,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to  which  any  member  may  add 
otta'-r  irema. 

Abt.  IV.  The  Dlrcetors  shall  make  a  report  of  thoir  doings  for  tho  year  at  each  Annnal  Meeting 
of  ihe  Association,  and  suggrst  such  measures  for  the  action  of  tho  body  as  In  their  Judgment  iis 
velf:ire  requires. 

Art.  V.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that 
olBce. 

ACT.  VI.  The  Uecording  Secretary  shall  make  a  fnll  record  of  whatever  business  Is  transacted 
In  rhe  mcetlngB,  both  of  the  Association  and  *>T  tho  Board  of  Directors,  In  a  book  provided  for  that 
parpa  c.  and  Kcpt  at  the  room-*  of  tho  Association. 

Akt.  VII.  The  Ticasurcr  shall  have  charge?  of  all  moneys  belonirlnf;  to  the  Association,  and  hold 
the  same  at  the  di^>o«al  of  the  Directors,  who  Bhall  nl^o  doflne  tlio  dntics  anM  respouslbillik'tt  of 
tho  Assistant  Treasurer.  — p:iy I ng  only  such  bill*  an  have  the  certiAed  approval  of  at  len^i  two 
mcmhcm  of  the  Finance  Committee,  no  shall  report  the  stHte  of  the  Trensury  to  the  Association, 
at  their  Annnal  Meetings,  and  to  the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OP  THE  LIBRARY. 

AST.  I.  As  the  Library  Is  Intended  to  be  essentially  a  library  of  Reference,  no  book,  pamphlet* 
or  uiaouscrlpt  (exct-nt  as  hi'rclnafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  bo 
rumored  from  the  Librarv  Itoom,  wnve  for  tho  purposes  of  blndintr  or  repair,  with-  nt  the  written 
permlaslon  of  one  of  tho  Library  Comm;ttv.>e.  In  especial  casus,  th-  Librarian  may.  on  liltt  own  per- 
iu>nul  ri>spomill>lllty, loan  such  books  and  pamphlets  (and  snch  only)  as  cun  bo  inRily duplicated, 
the  cla^slflcatlon  having  been  made  bv  tho  Library  Committee ;  but  no  book,  pamphlor.  or  manu- 
script shall  be  loaned  for  a  p^-rlod  ox  more  than  ono  week  without  a  Bpecial  vote  of  tho  Library 
Co  nmlrtce. 

A:£r.  II.   Persona  not  members  of  this  Association,  properly  vonchin?  tholr  r'*sp'*ctablllty  to  the 
Librarian,  m  payment  of  ono  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  tlielr  names  and  ad'lri>BH  up'>n  t:ie 
TTiiiforV  Dook  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  snail  have  full  p.-rmls<ilon  to  consult  the  Library  during 
Library  hoars,  sub)'  ct  as  to  dcta'ls  to  the  supervision  of  tfie  l^lbrarlan. 

ART.  III.  All  specially  valuable  books,  manurtcrfnts,  and  rnrlnHltles  bclonvlng  to  the  Library 
shall  bo  kept  under  lock  and  key,  and  shall  be  congultod  only  under  the  eye  of  tljo  Librarian  or  his 
assistants. 

A  KT.  IV.  All  bonks  and  manuscripts  shall  bo  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  made  accessible  to 
the  oftc  of  persons  dcsirin:^  to  consult  the  sam*^. 

An  r.  V.  The  Library  shuU  be  open  on  all  week-day*  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
B:>  tr<l  of  Directors,  i  xcei)t  on  days  of  public  oiisrrvauco. 

Art.  VL  All  books, tracts,  maps,  and  mannscrliiid belonging  to  the  As^oclitlon  shall  bi>  dis- 
tinctly marked  as  Its  property;  and  anv  snch  book,  trai^t.  or  nianuocrlpt  tlial  sh.iU  bo  presented  to 
th>'  8<>cietv  shall  hear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  dcnor. 

ARr.  Vn.  Manuscripts  of  a  confldKntial  cliHracti^r,  s-ionld  such  become  the  property  of  the 
AA-«ocla*lon.  shall  be  kept  In  a  plac  *  of  spe  -lal  depoiiit,  and  consulted  only  under  such  rogulaiious 


V  shall  hi  prescribed  by  ih»j  Library  Committee. 
Art.  Vili.    Xo  mauU'Crlpt,  or  part  of 


a  manuscript,  belonging  to  tho  Asuoelatlon  shall  be  copied 
or  pnbllslicd, except  on  vote  ot 'the  Lib r.irv  Committee;  but;  tiiiM  rule  shall  nor  bi.>  construi^d  to 
pr  'voot  rhe  pnblioitlon  of  names  dates,  nnd  like  mtMnorrindn.  wi'houi  such  special  p(*nni!«K'on. 

Art.  IX.  The  Librarian  may  exclude  from  the  Library  any  p-r.-tort  abusing  the  privileges 
thereof;  but  such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  tho  Directors. 

THE  LIBRARIAN. 

Act.  I.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  th^  book<i,  tract**,  maps,  plctnres,  curiosities,  man* 
nAcripLS.  and  other  prop.>ny  of  the  Association  appropr  ate  to  thu  Li'irary ;  shall  be  resnonsihio  for 
th^^  proper  care.  Kood  condition,  and  good  ordor  of  tne  sam(';6iall  cause  to  be  made  and  kept 
ex  Art  nad  perfect  catalogues  of  each  a  id  all  of  tlieni ;  md  siiull  do  whatever  may  be  1  i  his  power, 
lit  all  tii):C8,  to  keep  safely  and  add  to  tho  collections  under  his  care,  — all  under  the  direction  of 
til'!  Library  Committee. 

Acr.  IL  He  shall  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  these  collections  by  a  note  addressed  to 
the  (loonr. 

Acr.  HI.  He  shall  report  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Directors  all  donations  made  to  the 
L.it>r:iry  since  th^*  l;ist  meeting,  with  the  names  of  tiie  d«>nori*,  and  at  the  annual  meetinvf  i  lin!l  pro 
acnt  a  «tt.itcnicnt  of  the  principal  accei^slo  .s  ot  the  year,  ulth  dae  mcntiun  of  tlie  cr»ndition  and 
in:*«it  pr'!)sing  needs  of  toe  Library,  and  suirt'eHr ions  of  any  action  t'lereon  deemed  cxpcdie:u. 

AR  I'.  IV.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  s:>rvic(;  of  one  or  more  asMMants.  and  ou  such  terniH  as  tho 
1.11  .rnry  Commiltce  may  recommend  and  th  •.  Direcrtirs  appoint  and  det.iTmtnc. 

ART.  V.  Ill  order  to  secure  the  greatest  nit  "Innble  s  iictj'  \:\  the  u»e  of  tlie  8trnctnre  on  which  so 
mach  has  been  expended  to  make  thor'»uj<lily  lire-proof;  tlie  l.ll»r:ir|:m  shall  bo  hirld  peri»i»nally 
responsible  that  every  iron  Shu  ter,  with  the  extra  doors,  he  invariably  close  i  a-id  hccur«.-lv  r.isti'n-.-d 
durinic  All  the  period  liiterv.*nlng  betw  en  tlic  end  of  Lliiniry  honnt  for  one  d:iy  and  th'.-ir  begin- 
ning for  the  next.  He  shall  Ui-ver  himself  enter  the  ro'"»m,n'ir  all>>w  any  otncr  p.-rsoii  to  do  t»o, 
with  any  lamp,  mndle,  or  similar  light,  except  it  be  within  a  lantern,  for  additional  safety,  and  In 
DO  CASO  shalNa  kerosen  ■  or  spirit  lamp  be  used. 

Art.  VI.  The  Librarian  shall  be  presi-nt  in  the  Library,  In  person  or  by  hU  nsslstant.  dnrlng  tlie 
ri^v^lar  hours  heretofore  established  in  tlicsii  lly-I.avvH,  and  sliall  du  all  In  hi-«  power  to  aid  the 
lavrStlgations  of  those  desiring  to  use  the  books  and  r>lli'*r  ci>11ectionH.  He  shall  iiliow  no  person. 
not  a  Director,  to  be  present  In  the  Llhra'-y  nnlef>s  he  be  there  lu  pemon.  or  by  hi<«  asHintant.  nnd  he 
Shall  ezfrclsi!  suitable  vigilance  lest  ill  uh  •  be  made,  of  the  Library  bv  untrnHcworlhy  perHon;*. 

ART.  VIL   All  By-Laws,  or  parts  of  By-Laws,  not  in  harmony  with  the  foregoing,  are  hereby 
kcalcd. 

_iET.  Vin.  These  By-Laws  may  be  anonded,  at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  Association, 
1>7  a  vote  uf  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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ACT    OP    INCORPORATION 

OF  TIIK 

S^mmcan  <!D0tt0ve0attottal  |i$isactatton. 


COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSE'lTS. 

In  the  War  One  Thousand  Eight  ffuHtired  and  Fifty  Fi>ur. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re  forest  ntativei^  in  General  Court  assembied,  and  by  She  author- 

iiy  of  the  satne,  as  follows :  — 

SscTioN  I.  Rufus  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  asMiciates  :ind  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  RiMton,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  England,  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  tor  the  use  of  charitable  socie- 
ties, with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  forth  in 
the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Srct.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  fnr  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  income 
whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Guvernnr,  April  la,  1S54.] 


Be  it  en  acted  J  etc.,  at  follows :  — 

Skction  I.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorixed  to  hold  real  aid 
personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  tifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  said 
corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold :  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  real 
estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose.^  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  pas»ed  April  twelhh,  m 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftv*four. 

Skct.  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  34,  1856.] 


Be  it  enacted,  etc. ,  as  follows  :  — 

Sbction  I.  The  Congreg-ttional  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its  name,  and  to 
take  the  name  y^i  the  American  C'ongre^zational  Association. 

Skci'.  2.  In  addition  to  the  power.s  heretofore  granted  said  corporaiion.  it  i-t  hereby  authorised  to  da 
such  acts  ab  may  promote  the  inte^e^t  of  Con^re>:ationil  chun  he^  —  by  publiNhiiii;  works:  bv  turni'shiBS 
librarie^i  and  ])ecuniary  aid  to  iiar:>he<.  churches  and  Sa1>l>ath  Schools:  promoting  friendly  interccursc  and 
co'operation  anions  Ciingre};atioiial  ministers  and  cliurclie?,  and  with  other  denomination^,  ar.d  by  ccllecting 
and  disbursing  funds  fi>r  the  atxive  object. 

Sect.  3.    This  act  shall  lake  eifect  on  ii>  pa-^^ai^e.  [.Approved  by  tlie  Governor,  May  10.  \^h^.\ 


Be  it  enacti'tl,  ct<. .,  as  fouo-i\  :  — 

Section  i.  '11»e  American  Congregati(nial  Assoriatitm.  at  Hoston,  !:>  hereby  authorized  to  hci'vl  rea!  and 
personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  tour  hundred  and  titty  thou>and  dolUris.  in  addition  to  the  ainouni  th.«:  sa.d 
corporation  is  now  autl)i>ri7ed  by  law  to  hold. 

Sect.  2.     This  aa  shall  take  etfecl  upon  its  pa''S>a.uc.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Fc'i.  24.  i?7i.! 


CONSTITUTION. 


iC\..ii>/ii    \'t    I'"  M  11  111  I  ■•    .lini    iiin,->    111    iiii;    |i.i.-.i,     itiiii   iw  \.nj  miin%i\^i    ci-vc  —  wiiiiiii    nil-    iiiiiii'^    \M     i;?.  t  lurjcr  ~~ -O  J. 

Serve  t-)  illustrate  ( 'i)ii.i;re,;aii;>nal  lustory  ai'd  pioinote  the  jjcneral  inti'tesl-i  of  the  Coti};''e«:ationaI  clujrche>. 

Akt.  III.     Tlii'i  AssoLMtion  sba'!  bi-  c  'lop'-'ed  of  members  of  Orthodox  Con^ro>;ational  ch'irche'*.  paying 
e.ich  cue  doll.ir.  (>r  more,  into  it^  '1  rea^urv. 

.Aki.  IV.      l'li«  oji:i  ers  of  thi<  As-(h  iati-n  sh  ill  In-  a  Pn-^irlent.  such  a  number  of  Vico- Presidents  as  the 


All.  V.  The  Aiuiual  .Mcelinus  lor  the  choii  e  of  ot'ticrrs,  and  for  lUher  business  appropriate  to  such 
rncelin.;^,  <\\a\\  ue  held  in  ^r•^to^^  on  rue>«l.iy  |  re«.«.  linu  the  last  Wednesday  in  May.  in  each  year,  at  tweJv* 
o'tl.ck  M.  .Spoiiil  r.ioetin^-.  may  l»e  callvd  at  any  time  bv  the  Board  of  Director*.  The  annual  and  ill 
special  meilinns  must  be  La'.lel  by  p',ibli»heil  notice-^  in  the  Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  newspapers 
of  T'oston.  at  lea«.t  one  week  iirevio-.is. 

A  i".  VI.  Thi>»  C'liutitution  may  be  altered  at  any  Annual  Meeting  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
bers  ]ire<«'nt,  public  notice  ha\in};  been  j;i\cii  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  call  I 
meeting;  but  the  thud  .irti.le  sliall  be  unaltera'.jle. 
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E  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

BUSINESS   MEETING. 

E  twenty-sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congregational 
iation  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Cor^regationalist)  was  held 
Congregational  House,  May  27,  1879.  at  12  m. 
les  P.  Melledge,  E^q.,  was  called  to  the  chair.     Prayer  was  of- 
by  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Parsons,  of  Webster. 
e  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved, 
e  reports  of  the  Directors  of  the  Library  Committee  and  of  the 
;urer  were  read,  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for  pub- 
3n  at  their  discretion, 
e  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 

President, 
S.  D.  WARREN,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Vice- Presidents, 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  D.D.,  Weybridge,  Vt. 

Rev.  RuFus  Anderson,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  D.D.,  Medway,  Mass. 

Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  D.D.,  Bristol,  .R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  Lafayeite  S.  Foster,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W'.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.D.,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 

A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  E.  Merriman,  D.D.,  Ripon,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  William  Salter,  D.D.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 


Rev.  George  Hooak,  D.D.,  Oaklaod,  Cal. 
Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  D.D.,  Montreal,  Canada. 

Dirtctors. 
James  P.  Melledge,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 
Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Dover.  N.  H. 
Rev.  Henrv  M.  Dexter,  D.D..  New  Bedford. 
J.  Russell  Bradford,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 
Rev.  John  O.  Means,  D.D,,  Boston. 
Hon.  RuFUS  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 
Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury. 
Hon.  James  White,  Boston 
Frank  Wjjod,  Dorchester. 
Rev.  Jos.  T.  DuRVEA,  D.D.,  Boston. 
Rev.  J.  L.  Withrow,  D.D.,  Boston. 
Rev.  Jos.  B.  Clark,  Jamaica  Plain. 
M,  F.  DrcKiNSON,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Edward  A.  Studlev,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary ,  Librarian  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 

Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recorditig  Stcretary. 

Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Wilmington. 

Auditor. 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea. 

Upon  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter,  the  following  resolutions 
were  moved,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved:  That  the  best  thanks  of  this  Association  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  most  warmly  tendered  to  those  gentlemen  whose  enlightened 
public  spirit,  whose  unwearied  and  patient  persistence,  and  whose 
large  personal  generosity  have  resulted  in  the  important  pecuniary 
aitf  rendered  to  it  during  the  past  year,  by  which  the  outlook  of  this 
Annociation  upon  the  future,  has  been  changed  from  one  of  gloom 
mid  Apprehension,  to  one  of  confidence  and  hope. 

Resolve^ :  That  among  these  gentlemen,  the  Association  desires 
to  make  specially  grateful  mention  of  the  names  of  Samuel  D. 
Wnrren,  V^q.,  and  Hon.  Rufiis  S.  Frost. 

Kiiohud :  That  the  Secretary  fiimish  these  two  gentlemen  wiA 
ctmlcH  of  these  resolutions. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Daniel  F.  Noyes,  Reeording  Secntmy. 


THE  TWENTY-SIXTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 


OF  THE 


merican  Congregational  Association. 


HE  Story  of  the  last  twelve  months'  work  of  this  Association 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words. 

he  year  began  with  the  original  heavy  debt  of  two  hundred 

hfty  thousand  dollars.     Earnest  efforts  were  in  progress  to 

s  a  fund  at  least  large  enough  to  make  available  the  liberal 

r  of  a  reduction  of  interest  by  our  mortgagees.     These  efforts 

kindly  and  urgently  pressed  in  every  hopeful  direction  ;  and 

sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  has  been  received  and  paid  on 

^^^      fifty  thousand   dollar  note ;  and  nearly  two  thousand  dollars 

r*^^^X"c  are  pledged,  which  will  be  soon  paid.     Our  mortgagees  have 

^^^n  thoroughly  obliging  to  our  treasurer,  by  making  satisfactory 

^*'^3.ngements  for  present  and  future  payments  of  both  principal 

^'^^   interest.     For  what  has  been  thus  far  assured,  the  Association 

^     ohiefiy  indebted  to  the  wise,  earnest  and  persistent  labors  of 

^^^Huel  D.    Warren,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  and  the   Hon.   Rufus   S. 

^ost,  Chairman  of  this  Board.     They  have  been  untiringly  patient 

^'^d    energetic  in  carrying  out  their  mutual  plans  to  secure  the  re- 

^^*lt  which  has  been  so  happily  reached.     This  Board  has  no  lan- 

S^3^e   in  which  fittingly  to  express  its  obligations  to  these  two 

S^utlemen  for  their  generous  afnd  successful  efforts.     The  names  of 

Contributors  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  Treasurer's  report. 

The  stores  and  rooms  of  the  Congregational  House — except  one 

I  ^J*^^ll  room  and  another  in  part  —  are  now  occupied,  though  at  re- 

i  ^Uced  rents.     But  at  present  prices  they  insure  an  income  sufficient 

K  ^  pay  the  accruing  interest,  present  reduced  expenses,  and  by  or 

■  i)efore  the  close  of  the  coming  year  will  afford  a  surplus,  it  is  hoped, 

^L  ^  nearly  or  quite  two  thousand  dollars  a  year.     This  surplus,  be  it 

m         more  or  less,  will  be  disbursed  according  to  the  following  vote  :  — 

'  m         At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Board,  held  Jan.  13,  1879,  it  was, 

^        on  motion,  unanimously  voted :  *'  That  in  consequence  of  the  lib- 

■        eral  concession  of  the  Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  it  is  the 


duty  of  this  Association  to  devote  every  dollar  of  its  income,  in  ex- 
cess of  interest  and  necessary  expenses,  to  the  reduction  of  its 
debt  to  said  institution."  While  there  are  confessedly  loud  calls 
for  outlays  in  other  directions  for  the  better  working  and  greater 
usefidness  of  this  Association,  it  is,  nevertheless,  the  decided  opin- 
ion of  this  Board,  that  everj-thing  but  pressing  necessities  roust 
yield  to  the  demands  of  this  still  altogether  too  large  a  debt.  And 
it  is  more  and  more  a  marvel  to  them  that  others  of  the  Congrega- 
tional brotherhood  than  those  already  responding,  do  not  feel  3ie 
impoitance  of  lifting  this  oppressive  load,  so  that  our  benevolent 
societies  might  be  relieved  of  rent,  and  the  Library 'receive  its 
greatly  needed  help.  It  is  most  devoutly  hoped  that  the  good  ex- 
ample set  to  the  non-giving  will  be  contagious,  and  other  and 
larger  gifts  will  he,  ere  long,  made.  It  is,  however,  a  joy  to  be  able 
to  see,  so  nearly  at  hand,  an  income,  in  these  hard  times,  that 
promises  even  small  annual  reductions  of  the  Association's  liabilities. 

There  have  been  frequent,  and  some  quite  generous,  gifts  of 
books  and  pamphlets  to  the  Library  during  the  year  now  closing, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  report  of  the  Library  Committee.  Among 
these  sporadic  gifts  we  ^nd  many  duplicates.  From  these  dupli- 
cates and  others  previously  gathered,  larger  and  more  valuable 
exchanges  have  been  made  than  in  any  preWous  year  in  the  history 
of  the  Libraiy.  By  this  method,  with  a  few  gifts,  quite  a  large 
number  of  centennial,  bi-centennial  sermons,  historical  pamphlets, 
local  histories,  church  manuals,  biographies,  biographical  sketches 
and  genealogies,  have  been  placed  upon  our  shelves.  A  possible 
opportunity  presented  itself  to  secure  one  of  the  three  known 
copies  of  the  first  edition  of  the '■  Cambridge  Platform,  1649."  The 
Librarian  ventured  an  offer  at  his  own  risk  ;  and,  at  a  cost  of  fifty- 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  it  is  by  the  side  of  the  first  edition  of  the 
Saybrook  Platform,  secure  in  our  Congregational  alcove,  where 
they  should  be  found  if  anywhere  in  this  world. 

The  Statistical  Society  has  removed  to  Boylston  Street.  This 
deprives  the  Library  of  one  hundred  dollars  annually  ;  which  sum 
had  been  very  helpful  in  supplying  the  table  with  current  periodi- 
cals, and  the  paper-stand  with  the  leading  weekly  issues  of  the  re- 
ligious press.  How  this  deficiency  is  10  be  met  hereafter,  is  not 
apparent. 

This  suggests  the  great  importance  of  a  Library  fund,  whose  an- 
nual income  could  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  certain  ear- 
lier, and,  now  and  then,  more  modem  publications,  only  on  occasions 
to  be  secured,  but  very  essential  to  a  public  library  occupying  the 
position  which  this  Librar}'  must  maintain.  And  especially  is  such 
a  fund  now  called  for,  because  no  part  of  our  receipts  from  rents 
can  be  diverted  from  the  channel  through  which  all  its  excess, 
above  absolute  hving  needs,  must  flow  until  our  debt  is  substan- 
tially paid.  Who  can  suggest  how  a  sum,  say  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, could  be  invested  so  as  to  be  more  largely,  immediately  and 
permanently  useful  than  to  be  placed  here,  the  interest  of  which  to 


be  used  as  above  named,  until  the  principal  would  pay  last  bills 
on  this  property.  This  is  an  opportunity  for  a  rich  blessing  upon 
some  generous  giver. 

Cataloguing  is  going  forward  as  fast  as  the  Assistant  Librarian 
can  do  it  in  connection  with  other  daily  duties ;  having  already  be- 
gun on  the  second  ten  thousand  cataloguing  cards. 

The  Library  is  more  and  more  sought  and  consulted,  not  only 
by  those  who  are  near,  and  can  drop  in  for  an  hour's  reading,  but 
by  not  a  few  who  come  from  different  and  distant  parts  of  the 
country  to  find  here  what  they  do  not  expect  to  find  elsewhere.  It 
is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  meet  this  increasing  want,  even  to  the 
limited  extent  our  present  resources  give  us  the  power  to  do 

A  curious  relic  of  the  past  has  been  received  in  the  form  of  a 
very  peculiar  triangular  chair.  It  was  brought  to  this  country  from 
Lyons,  France,  in  1685,  by  a  Mr.  Waldo,  and  has  been  an  heir- 
loom in  his  family  from  gejieration  to  generation,  until  it  was  sent 
here,  a  few  months  since,  "  for  its  final  resting-place,"  by  the  giver, 
Rev.  Mrs.  John  P*  Cleveland,  D.  D.,  of  Newburyport.  It  has  had 
some  rough  handling,  and  time  has  made  its  mark  upon  its  entire 
frame- work.  But  it  still  preserves  quite  well  its  original  form,  with 
some  of  its  tracery  or  carving,  and  is  altogether  a  remarkable 
specimen  of  the  better  class  of  very  early  household  furniture.  In 
**  Homes  of  other  days,"  by  Thomas  Wright,  Esq.,  (page  476),  is  a 
chair  of  this  style,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Ashm oleum  Museum, 
at  Oxford,  reported  to  have  been  the  chair  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

An  interesting  framed  engraving  of  an  original  conception  of 
the  "  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims  "  has  been  presented  to  the  Library 
by  J.  H.  Stickney,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore.  Also  a  fine  view  of  the 
grounds  and  new  buildings  of  Iowa  College,  framed,  has  been 
received;  the  gift:  of  George  F.  Magoun,  D.D.,  President  of  the 
College.  The  Directors  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  future 
increase  of  this  Library,  in  the  various  lines  of  its  specialties, 
making  it  more  and  more  attractive  and  useful.  In  this  pleasing 
hope  they  submit  this  brief  summary  of  their  work  for  the  year 
now  closed. 

Isaac  P.  Langworthy,  Corresponding  Secretary, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON   THE   LIBRARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  report  that  the  books 
on  the  whole  are  in  good  order  and  well  cared  for.  There  has 
been  dining  the  year  an  increase,  which,  under  the  many  discourage- 
ments, is  very  gratifying.  There  are  now  20,980  volumes  in  the  reg- 
ular series  of  books ;  an  adddition  of  789  during  the  year.     These, 


with  5,430  duplicates,  give  us  a  total  of  26,410  volumes.  We  have 
over  100,000  pamphlets,  including  duplicates  :  and  of  tliese,  6,035 
have  beer  given  the  past  year 

The  additions  have  but  few  of  them  been  by  purchase ;  one  pur- 
chase has  been  that  of  a  notable  volume,  a  copy  of  the  first  edition 
of  the  "  Cambridge  Platfonn,"  of  1649,  of  which  il  is  supposed  there 
arc  only  three  copies  in  existence.  The  gifts,  both  of  volumes  and 
of  pamphlets,  have  been  valuable,  and  many  desirable  works  have 
been  secured  by  exchanging  duplicates. 

The  slow  process  of  cataloguing  has  gone  forward  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  with  the  limited  time  the  Assistant  Librajian  can  devote 
to  it. 

By  the  removal  of  the  Statistical  Society  to  Boylston  Street,  we 
lose  one  hundred  dollars  annual  rent ;  which  small  sum  went  a 
good  ways  toward  suppljnug  current  periodicals.  It  is  important 
that  from  some  other  source,  as  large,  or  a  larger  sum,  be  obtained 
to  keep  up  this  department  of  the  library,  which  is  of  special  im- 
portance to  many  whose  continued  interest  in  our  general  work  it 
is  desirable  to  maintain.  The  number  who  frequent  the  room  for 
reading;,  and  the  number  who  consult  the  library  for  special  pur- 
poses, some  of  them  from  a  great  distance,  shows  the  important 
place  which  our  collection  already  fills.  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired 
that  some  generous  ftlend  of  this  institution  of  Congregational  let- 
ters and  of  the  cause  of  Christ,  shall  entrust  to  this  Association 
ample  funds,  whose  annual  income  shall  enable  the  Librarj-  to  take 
advantage  of  occasions  now  and  then  occuring  lo  enlarge  and  en- 
rich itself  from  the  purchase  of  rare  books  thrown  on  the  madcet  bf 
the  breaking  up  of  private  collections.  The  Committee  hope  the 
suggestions  in  respect  to  this  made  by  the  Librarian  will  not  be 
without  practical  results. 

JOHN  O.  MEANS,  ) 

H.  M.  DEXTER,       [  L^aty  CommiHa. 

A.  H.  QUINT.  ) 


DONATIONS   OF  BOOKS   AND   PAMPHLETS. 

Vols.    Psmpb. 

AIc»n,BoT.  WtllUunP.,  MortfaCbBlmHOrd 1 

Altan,  SMpbaa,  D.D..  HaUowell.  He. 1 

* '—a  Boud  of  Commiuloneim  lor  Foreign  Mlulooa,  BotCoD, 

wspapor* 1                 717 

Ji  CofonlxaUaa  Soolet;,  WuhlnsMn,  D.  C         .        .        ■        .  ' 

m  HoBie  MlisloDuy  Soctetv,  Mew  York 1 

inMHlonuT  AisDciatlon,  new  York 1                     • 

L  WVI>'I>-.H«TletUt,6.  1 

AtUnMD,  G.  H.,  D.D.,  Portlud,  Or. J 

AtUuDD,  UK*  M.  B.,  HsmptOB.  Va. 100                 US 

Atwood.BeT.  BngeneF.,BodmMi,N.  T 1 

Anld,  MlM  Lydla  P.,  Watertown I 

Baker,  B.  F.,  Broekflne 1 

Baker.  Bev.  Smith,  Lowell    .....                ....  1 

BaiiDn>ft.ltei.  C.  F.  P.,  Ph.  D.,  AndoTer 1 

Banej,  Rer.  J.  O.,  Psvrtnoket,  B.  L W                   10 

BaiTowa,  Wtlllam.  D.D.,  Boiton 3                   «' 

BaUa,  Be*.  J.  A.,  Waloott,  Vt. 1                     ■ 

Beaoh,  Bar.  H.,  ManiAcld,  Conn. 1 

Beai,  6earEe,ChBlHa           S               US 

Bamia,  Dea.  Lake,  BoyaltMD • 

BladaLBcr.  John  K,  Saco,  He.  * 

Blake.  Be*.  L.  H.,  Boatoi 

BUM,  Bar.  C  B.,  Botton 

Beaton  Boan'  -'  ••^'- 

Boaton,  aiy 

BowdiAiCol 

Bnmka,  Bar. 


rdol' Trade  .... 

Boaton  aiyof 

Bowdua  College,  BroDswIck,  He. 
-       -      -    '.  ffllUwnM..'IUH>r,Io«a 

idmR.  MumsB[ila,N.  Y. 

BiiiM,'R8Y.'Heiiry"j.,Siil»'rH,lDdla    '        '. 
Bncklngnsm,  S,  G.,  D,D.,  Sprlngflsld 

Butler,  Rev.  "---i  - 

Byln, 
Calkl 


igtoD.  Uev.  E.  H.,  Bnuun-lck,  Ue.       .  

■Inn,  S.  A.,  New  York 

uameron.  Prof.  H.CPrinoelon,  S.J 

Carpenter,  H.  E.,  BouIhbrltlKO IB 

Chapln,  C.  N.,  Melroie  1 

Cbauman.  Rev.  Jacob,  King8U>n.  H .  H 

Chipiiian,Rer,  R.  M..JenewCltv,Conn..lM« ei 

iriapp.  J.  B..  Boston 8 

Clark,  N.  G.,  Il.D..  Boaton 1 

Clark.  Ke».  Sereno  D.,  Cambrtilgepon 

Clarke,  Doma,  D.D.,  Boaton 1 

CoDETentloaa]  PiibllablDg  SocielTi  Boaton 11 

CooG.Jiwepb,  Boaton ...  S 

Croaa.  Samnel,  Sacramento.  Cal I 

Cuniaa,  Iter.  I.  W.,  RicbmnDJ 

Cnahina,  Dea.  Anclrew,  Hrwton 5 

Ciialllng,  Cbrijtopher.  II.  D. ,  tioelon 

Davenport,  A.  E.,  Sow  York 1 

Davlea,  Eav.  .loliiiL.,Paii.ly8l(Qn,  O 

Deane,  Kev.  Jamea,  Weetmoreland,  N.  Y. 

De  FoneL  Bev.  EL  P.,  Weatboroogh 

AeiDond.  Charlea,  Boaton 

TMxter,  H.  M,.  D.D.,  Boaton 0 

Dodge.  Bev.  Qeorse  8.,  Kntland 1 

Dmry  ColJeca,  SprbiEOeld.  Ho. 

Itarant^iuuatui,  Helroao I 

Daren,  K.  NT.  BanKor,  He. 

mie,  Mn.  F.  DTHedaeld U 

Emerr,  Oeoiie  E. 8 

rearing.  A.  C..  Jr.,  Boston  S 

nti.  D.  B.,  HolllitoD 

Forba,  Her.  Jeaae  F.,  Warren 


1 

io" 

Vol.. 

rriok.  .          1 

1 

1 

IK 
U 

1 

* 

1 

af.^S:W.|».'«"'^"'  :   :   :   : 

BBwkee,  Rev.  W.  S.,  South  Hadley  Tilt          .... 

-      ■ 

Holli™oll.J.C.,D.D.,ayr»ODa8.N.y 

Hopklni,  Mbt*.  D.D.,  Willisaistowii         .        .        .       .        . 
Bonaid,  David,  Brockton 

:   :     I 

JeDldnii,  Judos  W..  Bmno 

:     I 

IsSSHrSe^:    ;    :    :   ■   : 

:    :     ' 

KEH-J.'Cii.""""-    :    :    :    :    : 

KItcbel.  Bev.  C.  L.,  Snltsburv,  Conn 

L.bBt«,  Banjamln.  U.I>,.C(i»rlB8town.  tf.  H.         .       .        , 

I*Be,  Bev.  J.  P..  ^itol,  a.  I 

LiDB,  JoMlhm  A..  Bout™ 

Lee.  Tonn  ot.  tbroiiRh  Rpt.  ]~  S.  Roffland        .... 

1 

M^ngo"A,  OMi^eRVRiy.GHmieil,  1.)!'    I        '.       [       '.       '. 

Murab,  Bov.  D,IJ.,lioorsm..-n 

MurrlD.  Rev.  A.  P..  I.ancuur 

Muuctauselti  Hietorlol  Society,  Botlon 

UaeuebDulta.  Slate  d( 

HcKenile.  Kav.  A.,  Cambridge  

Ueans,  James  II.,  D.&.,  Darcheater  

Jileaiu,  Jobn  O..  D.  O..  Bosioii  Blgblands         .       .  ... 

Mean,  Rev.  D.  O..  Wnroester 

Merrill,  A.  K.,At«-iirth.N.  H 

Merrill, Ki'T,  JameeG.,  DBven|iort,I<>»s 

■Melo»l(,  Uavid,  Auburn 

Hilla,  uiu  B.,  Peabodr,  B  MSS. 

MonUwno,Bcv.  E.J     Fort  AtkiuBon.Wl^ 

Moore.  GenrgoW.,  Warwick        .        , 

Uuore,  Rev.  W,  Q.,  Hu-ttord.  Conn,  

Morrill.  C.L.  North  UttnvlUo.Vt 

Monte,  Hou.  Leopold.  Rofiton  

Moaot  Holyoke  Seminar)',  South  Hsiiley 

Null,  Gtlberl,  Wev'moulta 

NawD,  Rev,  C.  P.  H.,  Chelsea 

New  England  Uielorlc-Oeiiealogicil  Boclt't;.  Boslon,  tbrongta  Cynia 

Newlon,  H.  A.,  New  Haven,  Conn 

OdiomE.  Jimoi  C,  Framlnchua 

Ogrten,l8aac,SeHark,N,  J. 

(Jagood,  Kev.  U,  H,.  Waterford,  He 

rumer,  Rev.  Gdwlo  B..  Ijiswlcb 

Parim,  F.  D.,OberUn,  O 

Parsons,  Rev.  H.  M.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 

PajBon,  A.  I..,  Boaton 

Parkins.  R«v.  F.  v..  Tllton.  N.  H 


II 


YoU.    Pimph. 

jnos,  ProYidence,  B.  L i 

.  &,  Cumberland,  Me. 1 

George  W.,  Worcester        .      .       ^       .       .       .       .  S 

m,  Charlettown,  M8S 1 

oathingtOD,  ConxL 1 

rrederio  B.,  Vlneland,  N.  J.                1 

I.  A  Co.,  Boston 1 

T.  George,  Boston 6                  % 

'..Cambridge 1                  i 

r.  W.  T.,  North  HaTen,  Conn. % 

V^Uliamsbnrg          1 

.  Janris  C,  Windsor,  Vt i 

ley.  A.  M.,  Lawrence,  Kan, -1 

:.  A.^hel8ea          UT                  % 

teT.  jS.  J.,  Lincoln 1 

¥.  D.,  Boyalston 1                   1 

.B.^ilford           861 

W.W.,  New  Haven,  Conn 4 

3.  W^  Farmington,  Me. 1 

1 8.,  Jamaica  Plain Sa                 98 

fihen,  Jr.,  Worcester 1 

ohnW.,  Canton 1 

1,  Newtonville 1 

eo,  Winthrop,  Me. 6 

Cm  I>orohester 1                   4 

'.  T.  L ,  Jewett  City,  Conn.,  8  M88 88                 16 

Cambridge 7                 40 

.  L.,  Cambridge S 

.  Alvan,  South  Boston 1 

.  P.,  Alfred,  Me 1 

Boston       ....               4                  67 

,  FlrsfUnitarian  Society 1 

leas.  Maiden 1 

G.  F.,  South  Weymouth 1 

ewYork 1 

N.,  Boston 8                181 

Seoige  E.,  Exeter,  N.  H 8 

E.  B.,  Waltham 90 

H.B.,  Chelsea 1                166 

7  W.,  Hartford,  Conn 1 

D.D.,  Weld,  Me 80 

,  D.D.,  Boston 8                  16 

eorge  H.,  New  York 8                  M 

.  B.,  East  Cambridge 2 

>.  W.,  Ridgelield,  Conn 1                   1 

E.  P.,  Boston 1 

H.  M.,  Steubenville,  0 1                   1 

H.  M..  Wallingford.  Conn 1 

.  £.,  Braintree,  1  MS 1 

.  C,  D.  D.,  Boston  Highlands 91 

9eorge  H.,  Rehoboth                     8 

s,  Boston  .              16 

Joseph,  Yarmouth,  Me 9 

liram  A.,  Sutton             1 

R..  Northampton 1 

Winchester 9 

erome  W.,  Roxbnry 8 

I  Treasury  I  )epArtment,  Washington,  D.  C.       .       .       .  1 

Rev.  Charles  W.,  St.  Albans,  Vt. 9 

.Winchester,  newspapers 811 

F.,  Princeton,  N.  J 1 

:ge  Leon,  D.D.,  Hartford,  Conn 1 

.  W.,Lakeyille 19                 69 

V^.  H.,  D.D.,  New  York 1 

'.  H.,  Boston 1 

r.  F.  A.,  Boston 1 

.,  D.D.,  Portland,  Me 9  809 

ft  D.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  2  MSS 68                870 

Town  of 1 

r.  9l  H.,  Waterbury,  Vt 1 

.  jTm.,  Ph.D.  Newark,  N.  J 8                107 

lev.  M.  K..  JacksouTille,  IlL 1 

M.  P.,  Dorchester 1 

.  W.  H.,  Beading 1                   9 

,  D.D^Santa  Cruz,  CaL 1 

T.  N.  W.,  Providence,  R  1 1 


WllllBms,  MisBCI  B.  C.  and  A.  C„  Narwlr 
WUliftrns,  Tbonuu  H.,  Minnoupofls,  Minu 
Wuliatoa  College,  wimamslown 
Wllioii,  Kbt.  t..  ^..  WBMruiwn 
WlKon,  Kof.  CI.  C.  Winiiior,  Coon.    . 
Winn.  Hanry  f..  Ontloa      . 
Wlatlirap.  lion.  R  C,  BnatOD      . 

WolcDlt.  S..  U.U.,  ClXYGlltDd,  O. 

WomsD'a  Board  of  Hlssloat,  BoaMn  . 
Wood.  tteT.  John,  OIUwb.  uat. 
Woud.  Iter  Will  C,  Boiiuiite 
Yale  Collego.  Hen  Haven,  Conn. 
aibriiklE, F.  N.,  D.D.,  Wollaauiii 


DONATIONS   IN   MONEY. 


IC.  H.  Simpson,  BotUiTi 
W.  O.  UroTsr,  Boston 
S.  D.  Wuren,  Bolton 
Em  Famswortb,  Boiton  . 
Skmliel  .lobDsiin.  Bo^lon     . 
rmiBTici  JoDBs,  Boalon    . 
D,  H.  Weatno.  Boston 
R.  8.  Frost,  CbelacB 
W.  I_  Ordene  \  tin.,  Boalon 
WniUm  H;de,  Ware 
C.  C  Burr.  Auborndale 
K.  H.  Siaami,  Boaton 


i.  HLner,  Oosf: 


_^.._      Hardy.  ^il( 

B.V.  Burftoaa,  Dedbam 

Hiss  M.  O.  Burgess,  Dedbnin    . 

S,  R.  I'aj'son         .... 

ttev.  I.  f.  LanKWorlhr,  D.D,,  Chew 

M.  A.  HstTlcli,  Winchester       . 

Jonathan  A.  Lane,  Itoslon 

E.  I.  Plekanl        .... 

J.  i>.  LolKiiil,  Boston  . 

Rev.  J,  CI.  Moana,  D.D..  Boston 

Bev.  U.  M.  Dcxur,  11.11.,  Boston 

Jamee  Aver,  H.D,,  Boswn 

.t.  H.  Tjlor,  Winchester     . 

Friend 

Eet.  E.  E,  Htrong,  Wallham 
Bei.  W.  S,  Peloubol.  Nntlok 
Thomas  Doftne,  Oharleilown     . 
laaaa  A.  Nay,  Cambrld^port   . 


Bev.  f>.  A.  Slmns,  Coiarnlne 
F.  A.  Morse,  West  Rutland,  Vt. 
Bov,  H,  Seymour.  Rawley 
GeorRe  M.  Carrlnglon.  Weet  Wloi 


BY-LAWS. 


Aktici.r  I.  The  exercises  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  prayer :  hearing  the  report  of  the  Directors, 
and  other  officers  havnnj;  reports  to  make;  action  upon  the  same;  the  election  of  officers:  and  the  per- 
lormance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  property  come  before  the  meeting. 

Aki.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  ovvn  times  of  meeting,  as  their  jud{;ment  of  the  best 
-  interests  of  the  Association  may  suggest,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  same.     All  their  meetings  shall  be 

f  opened  with  prayer.    They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting  of  the  Associa- 

ttuu  for  Anniversary  purposes  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Aht.  III.  At  the  first  Directors'  meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  Chairman  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot, 
and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of  three  members),  to  serve  re* 
specttvely  for  the  year.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  each  meeting  the  minutfts  of  the  iircvious  meet- 
ing shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian, 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Hoard  for  action,  to  which  any  member  may  add  other  items. 

Art.  IV.  Tlie  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Association,  and  suggest  such  measures  lur  the  action  of  the  body  as,  in  their  judgment,  its  welfare 
requires. 

AjKT.  V.    The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that  office. 

Art.  V'[.  The  Recording  Secretary  >hall  make  a  full  record  of  whatever  busiufss  is  transacted  in  the 
meeting's  both  of  the  .Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpo>e,  and 
kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Axi.  VII.^  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Associ.ition,  and  hold  the 
>aroe  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors,  who  shall  also  define  the  dutien  and  responsibilities  of  the  Assistant 
'treasurer  —  paying  only  such  bills  as  have  the  certified  approval  of  at  lea!>t  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  He  shall  report  the  state  of  the  Trea^^ury  to  the  Association,  at  their  Annual  Meetings,  and 
lo  the  Directors  whenever  dcbired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OF  THK   LIBRARY. 

Akticls  I.  As  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  essentially  a  library  of  reference,  no  book,  pamphlet  or 
manuscript  vcxcept  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  l>e  removed  from  the 
L.i'->rary  ro<»m,  save  for  the  purposes  of  binding  or  repair,  without  the  written  permission^  of  one  of  the 
Library  Committee.  In  especial  cases  the  Librarian  may,  on  his  own  perfoual^  responsibility,  loan  such 
books  and  pamphlets  (and  such  only)  as  can  be  easily  duplicated,  the  classitication  having  been  made  by 
the  Library  Committee;  but  no  book,  pamphlet  or  manuNcript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than 
one  week  without  a  special  vote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

AsT.  II.  Persons  not  members  of  this  Association,  properly  vouching  their  respectability  to  the  Libra* 
Hao*  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  names  and  address^  upon  the  l^isitors*  Book 
Co  be  kepi  for  \\\aX  purpose,  shall  have  full  permission  to  consult  the  Library  during  library  hours,  subject, 
as  to  details,  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

AvcT.  III.    All  specially  valuable  books,  manuscripts  and  curiosities  belonging  to  the  Library  shall  be 
fcepC  under  lock  and  key,  and  shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  of  the  Librarian  or  his  assistants. 

Akt.  IV.    All  books  and  manuscripts  bhall  be  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  made  accessible  to  the 
ia»e  of  persons  desiring  to  consult  the  same. 

Akt.  V.    The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week*days  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
fjoard  <*f  Directors,  except  on  days  of  public  observance. 

Aht'.  VI.  All  books,  tracts,  maps  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  Association  shall  be  di-itinctly 
j«3arked  as  its  property;  and  any  such  book,  tract  or  manuscript  that  shall  be  presented  to  the  Society, 
n.'hall   bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

Akt.  VII.  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  character,  should  such  become  the  propertv  of  the  Associa* 
tlo<n>  shall  be  kept  in  a  place  of  special  deposit,  and  consulted  only  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
n^^gicribcd  by  the  Library  Committee. 

Art.  VI 11.  No  manuscript,  or  part  of  a  manuscript.  be1oni;ing  to  the  Association,  shall  be  copied  or 
put>3i>hc^>  except  on  vote  of  the  Library  Committee;  but  this  rule  shall  not  be  ctmstrued  to  prevent  the 
public  Aticin  of  names,  dates,  and  like  me-noranda,  without  such  special   permission. 

Akt.  IX.  'ihe  Libraiian  may  exclude  from  the  Library  any  person  abusing  the  privileges  thereof: 
bat   such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  I'irectors. 

THE   LIBRARIAN. 

Akticlb  I.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  books,  tracts,  maps,  pictures,  curiosities,  man* 
g^^g-iprs  and  other  property  of  the  Association  .ippropriate  to  the  Library ;  shall  be  responsible  for  the 
py.4yper  care,  good  cimdition  and  good  order  of  the  same:  shall  cause  to  be  nnde  and  kept  exact  and 
P^ff^ct  catalogues  of  each  and  all  of  them;  ^nd  shall  do  wliatevcr  mav  be  in  his  power,  at  all  times,  tu 
Iteep  sal<sly,  and  add  to.  the  coHeciions  under  his  rare — all  under  the  ilirection  of  the  Library  Committee. 

/^KT.    II'     He  sh.ill  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  tiiese  collections  by  a  note  addressed  to  the 

Akt.  hi.  He  shall  report  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Directors  all  donati««n>  made  to  the  Library 
^gc«  the  last  meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  dimor-*,  .uid  at  the  Aimual  Meeting  shall  pre-ent  a  statement 
g^  xYic  (>rincipal  accessions  of  the  year,  with  due  mention  of  the  condition  and  most  pressing  necd<>  of  the 
^^^.^ry.  and  suggcitions  of  any  action  thereon  deemed  expedient. 

A^T.  IV.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  service  of  one  or  more  aNsistants,  and  on  such  terms  as  the 
f^|yr:«ry  0*>niniittee  may  recommend  and  the  Directors  appoint  and  determine. 

^icr.  V-  In  order  to  secure  the  greatest  attainable  <atetv  in  the  u^e  of  the  structure  on  which  to  much 
t«as    been    expended  to  make  thoroughly  tire*i>roof.  the  Librarian  shall   be  held  personally  rts^Minsible   tlut 


i 


V 


lar  hours  heretofore  established  in  these  Uy-La^s.  and  shall  do  all  in  his  pouer  to  aid  the  inve->tig.itions 
«  '  th7»e  desiring  to  use  the  books  and  other  collections.  He  shall  allow  no  person  not  a  Director,  to  he 
I  esent  m  the  Librarv  unless  he  be  there  in  person,  >>r  by  his  assistant ;  and  he  shall  exercise  suitable  vi;>;ilance, 
1.    t  i'l  u-^e  be  made  of  the  Library  by  untrustworthy  persons. 

A«T.  VII.     All  ByLawt,  or  parts  of  ByLaws,  not  in  harmonv  with  the  foregoinjr,  are  hereby  t«\>'^.-\\«A. 

Art.    VIII.    These  ByLaws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly  called  meeling  oi  \\\e  K»'A>c\^\\oYk«  V>j 
^  ^ote  of  two- thirds  of  tlie  memben  presenL 
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BOSTON : 

AMERICAN  CONGREOATIOXAL  ASSOCIATION. 

COKUREGATIOVAI.    HOUSE. 
1880. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OF  THE 


COMMONWEALTH  OF   MASSACHUSEITS. 

In  tht  Year  One  ThoHiand  Eif^ht  Hundred  and  FiJiyFtmr, 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Botton. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repreuntatwes^  in  General  Court  jissembiedf  etnd  by  tke  author^ 
of  the  same^  asfolimvs :  — 

Section  i.  Rufus  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  successors,  art 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  for  the  pm* 
pose  of  establishing  and  perpetuating}  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  England,  and 
for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitabit 
societies,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  fiorth 
in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  a.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  pnrpoict 
aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  incoM 
whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  la,  1834.] 


Be  it  enai  ted,  ctr,,  asfoUoxvs :  ^~ 

Sectiun  z.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  i»d 
corporation  is  now  authorised  by  law  lupoid;  provided,  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  real 
estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  tobt 
used  for  the  purposes  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  passed  April  tweUTtb,  m 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  iSs&l 


Be  a  iHticted,  efC;  as  follows:  — 

Sbctiun  I.     The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its  name,  and  Is 
take  the  name  of  the  American  Con>.regational  Association. 

Skct.  3.     In  additifii)  to  the  powers  heretofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  is^  hereby  authorized  to  ds 

such  acts  as  may  promoie  the  interest  of  ConKrcpational  churches  —  by  publislung  works;  by  fumishiDg 
libraries  and  pecviniary  jul  to  parishes,  churches  and  Sabbath  Schools ;  prcmotini;  friendly  intercourse  asa 
Co<'peratii>n  arnon^  Coiii;rc);ational  minister^  and  churches,  and  with  other  denominations,  and  by  coI!ect:cf 
and  di<l»ursiii^:  t'uuds  fr-r  the  al'^ve  Kbiect. 

Skct.  .^.     Tliis  act  shall  take  ttietl  uii  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  iS'4.j 


Be  ii  t  n.is:re  '\  .  *  ■.,  -.••  '.•■.'.•'••.-.•j  ;  — 

Skcti'.'N  I.  I  lie  Atueiitaii  Con^recational  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  lioid  real  acd 
per-oii.i!  Cytale  tu  the  amoi.m  «.i  tour  luin'.lu'l  aiul  fifty  ihouband  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  thit  said 
corporation  i-*  now  authi«rizeil  !iy  law  :o  hold. 

Sei_i.  2.      rhi»  act  shall  take  elTect  iipt»n  its  pas*a^e.         [Approved  by  the  Governor,  Fe'%  54,  i?r%] 


CONSTITUTION. 

A.nTI  i.r  I.     The  ii.iir.e  <•:  ;hi-  1  ody    hal!  l>c  the  Amhiucan  Congkegational  Association. 

Ah  ..  II.  11. f  olifi »  1.;  thj,  Ass.i  i.iiiun  >l>.ail  bo  to  •»ccure  the  erection,  in  the  City  of  Bo<>t<jn,  of  a  Com- 
<;n-:<;.\  iioNAi.  H<isi  ,  !or  il.-  i!.« '.'tii  ,;>  t.|  ihc  !oiiy,  the  acconirnodatioti  of  its  library,  and  li/r  the  furtherirce 
«■'  it>  j.:\.i  r.'l  [iiii.:-^!  - :  !••  v.imkI  ai:il  ]  1.  rpt;'..i  it»'  a  lil.T.»ry  of  book*,  pamphlets  and  nianu>cr:j:.ts,  .ir:d  a  cgI* 
Ic.  :i''ii  1!  j'.jtr.ii's  .r.ii".  :<!ii  ■.  I  ;  :;.••  pa-;;  .n;<l  to  <.lo  whuever  else  —  \%iihin  the  limits  «.»f  its  chirter  —  »hall 
scr\i  :o  \'.\  .s'.ratf  <  o!-^ri^.itii-i:.il  hi-ii:  v  .»inl  pronsote  the  i;cneral  intcre*ls»  ot  the  (\>nKrc..;atif>i;al  chcr«.he!i. 

Ai  :.  III.  iJ.i-  \s -oiiatii'M  -!  a.!  I  c  coij,[^osei!  of  inr-mbers  of  <  »rthodox  Congregational  churcle?,  pajing 
e.i..li  '■'!  ■•  dii',.ir.  or  iiioro,  iiito  \\s  rr<aNMrv. 

.A...  IV.  Il'-^  iiT.ci.r-  ot  ibU  A*-'  tiation  .-hall  lut  a  I'resideiit,  such  a  number  ot  Vice-Pre>i<w!er.ts  astbe 
.•\.'<  ..I  ti  'I.  I.!. IV,  troll.  \:  ir  ;  .  y.ir,  v.-  .!,  i  Coin>-p.'ndin;»  atwl  Kecordiiij;  Secretary,  a  I  ibr.iri.in,  Trei-urer, 
.V-.^:'..i;':  Tfra  iir<.'.  ai.i  an  Aaiii'.- r.  I  he  0  .'-^f » rctarii-s.  Librarian  and  Treasurers,  with  fourteen  f.KefS. 
m'  .  '  '■-■L-  I  I"  .ltd  ■>:  I 'ire*  tor-,  d  .ir^i.d  \\i:!j  the  ;.;ciieral  iiitere-ts  of  the  Association,  five  of  wlu^m  shall  c«'a* 
^•  i..:»;    I    ,.:i.>iii:i  r'ot   th.   tiaii-.ictv.ri  ol   ;>:-ii.es-.     I  lic•^e  cff.ccrs   thall  be  chosen   by   balbt  at  the  anaual 

•A  T.  v.  I!'-  .ii.Tii.al  ni>  •-'•.ii-.^s  f'.r  '.■■.e  ihoitc  of  ol":u:er<,  and  for  other  busine^^s  appropr:a:e  to  «d» 
iiiet'.i  c.  -iiar  !  »•  111  ■>;  in  I'.osi.^r.  ■.:.  I'-.i.  >.l  ,v  j;ri.'CM.iinj;  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  in  each  year,  x\  twcltt 
o'«  ■  y:  M.  Spt'.  iai  in'.'e*iti;<»  ii<a\  '..-e  ca.cd  .it  anv  tune  by  the  B<-ard  of  Directors.  The  annua!  .ind  all 
sjif  ia!  i.ief.ii.^'-  n:ti>i  b<.-  ca1!>;.1  'v  piib.i.>lu(l  Tiot:ce^  in  the  t  >rthodox  Congregational  weekly  newipApfrSi 
<.ij   Hi'-to!i,    \\  iei*.  «»rie  we^k  j  revjoii-;. 

.\;.T.  W.  i  lii«-  <.'on>iitini"i.  11. .iv  i.e  altiicd  at  any  annual  merling  by  a  vote  of  two*tliirJs  of  :be  mem* 
bcrs  p:i'-e:if,  pn'.Iic  iio'ic'  h  ivi'-..;  !•■■:[;  ^ivtii  •>:  the  n.iture  of  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  call  for  tht 
meetinu:  im*  ilu-  ••;.■/■•:'   i»,-.".  .V*  .shall  be  •jualicrable. 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BUSINESS    MEETING. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregaiionalist) 
was  held  in  the  Congregational  House,  May  26,  1880,  at  12  m. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Vice-President,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Ezra  H.  Byington,  of  Monson, 
Mass. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee  and  of 
the  Treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for 
publication  at  their  discretion. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
year: — 

President, 


S.  D.  WARREN,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Vke- President 5. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

Preset  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Rev.  RuFus  Anderson,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Prof.  Geo.  B.  Jewett,  Salem,  Mass. 

Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Laurie,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  Y>X>.^  New  York  City. 

Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.D.,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 


b 


Rev,  HARvsy  D.  Kitchel,  D.D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  William  Salter,  D.D.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Rev.  George  Mooar,  D.D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  D.D.,  Montreal,  Canada. 

Directors, 

Jaues  p.  Melledce,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford. 

J.  Russell  Bradford,  tl^q.,  Cambridge. 

Rev,  John  O.  Means,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Hon.  RuPus  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D..  West  Roxbuiy. 

Hon.  James  White,  Boston. 

Frank  Wood,  Dorchester. 

Rev.  Jos.  T.  DuRYEA,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Rev.  J.  L.  WiTHROw,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Rev.  Jos.  B.  Clabk,  Dorchester. 

M.  F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Edward  A.  Studley,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corretporuii^  Secretary,  Librarian  and  Assistant  Treasunr. 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES.  Wilmington. 

Auditor, 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Daniel  P.  Noyes,  Recording  Steretvy.  - 
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THE  TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


merican  Congregational  Association. 


HE    Directors   of  the  American    Congregational  Association 
with  present  their  twenty-seventh  Annual  Report:  — 

rly  in  the  year  past  the  last  installment  of  the  thirty-two  thou- 
<1  dollars  pledged,  and  mostly  paid,  the  previous  year,  was 
eived,  so  that  the  original  indebtedness  of  the  Association  — 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  —  was  reduced  to  two  hun- 
<i  and  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  Changing  the  time  for  the 
ment  of  interest  from  six  to  four  times  a  year  on  the  three 
,  so  as  to  have  it  mature  at  the  beginning  of  each  quarter, 
''l^^n  rents  are  due,  was  foreseen  to  be  both  convenient  and  ad  van - 
^^^S^^ous,  though  it  involved  a  little  postponement  in  the  hoped  for 
^■S^^t  reduction  of  the  debt,  foreshadowed  in  the  last  year's  report. 
^•-it  on  the  first  day  of  April  last  two  thousand  dollars  were  paid 
!=><:> n  the  eighteen-thousand  dollar  note  —  the  first  payment  ever 
'^  ^  cie  from  the  regular  income  of  the  Association  from  rents,  leav- 
present  indebtedness  just  two  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand 
1 1  ars.  It  is  now  expected  that  another  payment  of  a  thousand 
1 1  SLTS  can  be  made  the  first  of  the  coming  July,  and  twice  that 
unt  the  following  April. 

11  rooms  are  paying  rents,  two  only  in  part ;  and,  so  far  as  can 
be  foreseen,  only  a  small  diminution  of  the  present  income 
be  expected  during  the  current  year. 

o  extended  repairs  have  been  demanded,  and  yet  the  carpen- 
plumber,  glazier,  painter,  mason,  paper-hanger,  etc.,  has  each 
his  bill  —  neither  to  a  large  amount. 

is  but  just  to  the  managers  of  this  great  property,  bought  and 
into  a  working  condition  on  the  highest  market  and  against 
,.       ^   unlooked-for  adverse  circumstances,  to  record,  here  and  now, 
^^t:   notwithstanding  these,  and  the  depression  in  business, —  so 
^^"^^re  and  so  long  continued, —  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  real 
^^^ate,  and  the  consequent  depreciation  in  rents,  the  original  indebt- 
edness of  the  Association  has  not  been  increased  a  single  dime. 


This  has  required  the  most  rigid  economy  in  running  expen^^^s, 
and  the  all  but  cruel  withholding  of  everything  from  the  Librarj—  "by 

way  of  repairing  or  binding  or   purchasing  books.     It  is  yet  an 

unsolved  mystery  to  this  Board  why  so  many  of  our  good  Con^^g-ye- 
gationalists  who  have  the  ability,  are  still  wanting  in  the  ill  |i  ■  i  si- 
tion,  to  invest  here  some  of  their  redundant  thousands,  to  put  ^tiStis 
invaluable  property  into  a  condition  for  rendering  the  most  efTec^C:  S-Ve 
service  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  to  which  it  has  been  consecrated     S 

Occasional  visitors  from  among  the  early  friends  of  this  instr  i.'Cu- 
tion  are  noting  with  interest  the  increasing  number  of  visitors-  to 

the  Library;  and  everj'  one  at  all  famihar  with  the  daily  wort-^^  of 
this  chief  room  of  the  Congregational  House,  must  observ  ^^^  a 
marked  change  in  this  respect  within  tlie  last  few  years.  But  S-  "^^  is 
still  more  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  Library  itsel  ^£~  ■* 
becoming  more  and  more  useful,  if  not  indispensable,  to  those  w  ^■'^  ho 
are  seeliing  the  statistics  and  history  of  our  Congregatic^  :»nal 
Churches,  the  biography  of  their  ministers,  or  the  character  -s — ^  "d 
the  principles  of  the  men  who  Said  the  foundations  of  our  •r  ^ee 
institutions. 

There  will  soon  be  a  book  iSsued  by  the  Rev.  Henry  M.  Dex^  -^C-er, 
D  n.,  entitled,  "The  Congregationalism  of  the  Last  Three  Hun*.  :»-ed 
Years,  as  seen  in  its  Literature."  In  an  appendix  of  more  than  ti^»-  ^^^ 
hundred  pages,  modestly  called  ".A  Collection  toward  a  Bibl^  -^^g- 
raphy  of  Congregationalism,"  he  gives  the  titles  and  the  initial  -^^^  ^^ 
the  libraries  where  they  may  be  found,  of  seven  thousand  "^  "^'f 
hundred  and  fifty  books,  pamphlets  and  manuscripts  which  re  'B  ^^'« 
to  the  history,  the  doctrines,  the  usages,  etc.,  etc.,  of  Conyrc^=  ^^■ 
tionalism  from  1546  to  1879,  so  far  as  his  extended  and  Id^  *^S~ 
continued  researches,  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean,  have  broi_:^^§'!* 
them  to  his  knowledge.  It  is  confessedly  a  very  important  cor"»  *"' 
bution  to  the  early  history  of  New  England  and  of  our  cour^  -^^y^ 
By  the  kindness  of  its  printer,  Dea.  Thomas  Todd,  our  Libra^r"^*" 
has  possession  of  the  proof-sheets  of  this  invaluable  productio^c""^  ". 
the  result  of  a  surprising  amount  of  persistent  toil,  patience  ^"-^  . 
expense.  He  has  found  it  variously  instructive  and  helpful,  .^t  "* '^ 
worth  not  a  little  to  know  what  exists,  more  or  less  of  which  ■.^^■"^^5 
be  possibly  available.  Already  he  has  been  able  to  secure  a  n"^'-^^"'" 
ber  of  publications  thus  brought  to  his  notice.  While  it  is  a  m^^  -^Cter 
of  deep  regret  that  our  Library  has.  as  yet,  a  few  less  than  c^^^  *'^, 
third  of  the  pubhcations  named  in  this  remarkable  catalogue,  -*=* 
especially  few  between  the  years  1546  and  1680,  it  is  a  matter  . 

both  gratitude  and  encouragement  that  our  shelves  now  con"^  ^'^ 
even  as  many  as  they  do,  and  especially  of  the  issues  of  the  ^-^' 
two  hundrrd  years;  more,  by  some  hundreds,  than  are  reporte*^  '" 
any  other  llbrarj',  either  public  or  private. 

Nearly  one  thousand  books  and  over  six  thousand  pampl*^^^'* 
have  been  contributed  during  the  past  year,  very  largely  duplica'^^ 
of  coLuse.  but  furnishing  capital  for  exchanges;  and  for  this  pt-*^' 
pose  it  has  been  freely  used.     S.  Whitney  Phcenix,  Esq.,  of  N'^' 


/ 


rk  City,  has  given  to  the  Library  the  genealogy  of  the  Whitney 
lily  in  three  splendid  quarto  volumes,  perhaps  the  most  elabo- 

2  and  expensive  genealogy  of  any  one  family  ever  published  in 
5  country.     The  ^ev.  Henry  Cowles  has  completed  our  set  of 

very  able  commentaries  on  the  Bible  so  far  as  they  are  pub- 
led  —  thirteen  volumes  in  all.  The  Hon.  Leopold  Morse  has 
in  very  kind  and  generous  in  furnishing  needed  Congressional 
:uments.     The  Rev.  L.  H.  Elliott,  of  Bradford,  Vt.,  has  sent 

our  shelves  forty-seven  books  and  thirty-nine  pamphlets, 
e  Rev.  John  Wood,  Mrs.  A.  Boutelle  and  others  of  Fitchburg, 
^e  given  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  books  and  four  hundred 
i  six  pamphlets.  This  Association  is  under  particular  obliga- 
ns  to  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  to  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  to  the 
►prietors  of  the  Congregationalist^  to  the  Rev.  I.  P.  Warren, 
D.,  of  the  Christian  Mirror^  and  to  the  Hon.  S.  N.  Stockwell, 
the  Boston  Evening  youmal^  for  repeated  and  continuous  con- 
>utions  to  this  Library.  By  the  generous  efforts  of  the  Rev. 
ixander  Hannay,  of  Memorial  Hall,  London,  seven  volumes  of 
:  "Congregational  Year  Book  of  England  and  Wales" — forwarded 
hout  expense  —  have  been  added  to  our  set,  completing  it 
irely  —  thirty-seven  volumes  in  all.  Especial  thanks  are  due  to 
Df.  Geo.  B.  Jewett,  of  Salem,  for  the  gift  of  three  hundred  and 
ty-one  books  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  pamphlets  from 
I  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  Geo.  Punchard.    One  hundred  and  forty- 

3  of  the  books  are  new  to  this  Library.    Also  to  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Duryea,  D.D.,  of  this  city,  for  a  nearly  complete  copy  of  the 

nous  **  Breeches  Bible"  ;  also,  to  James  F.  Hunnewell,  Esq.,  of 
arlestown,  for  a  fine  large  quarto  volume  containing  the  records 
the  First  Church,  Charlestown,  from  1632  to  1789  —  only  sixty- 
3  copies  printed,  ours  being  number  five — and  to  many,  many 
ler  kind  donors  whose  names  are  recorded  on  the  following  pages. 
By  vote  of  the  Directors,  the  Librarian  has  written  to  thirty-three 
ngregational  authors,  and  has  personally  seen  others,  asking 
im  for  a  copy  of  their  published  works,  both  books  and  pam- 
lets,  more  than  one-half  of  whom  have  responded,  adding  quite 
lumber  of  valuable  publications  to  our  Library ;  and  there  are 
>re  to  come. 

The  departments  of  Local  History  and  Genealogy  have  been 
rreased  the  year  past  more  than  in  any  previous  year,  partly  by 
ts,  more  by  exchanges. 

An  unusual  number  of  valuable  manuscripts  have  been  added  to 
;  Library,  quite  recently ;  among  which  are  five  volumes  of  the 
:ords  of  the  late  Salem  Church,  of  this  city — .samples  of  thor- 
ghness,  fullness,  accuracy,  beauty ;  also,  t;fie  records  of  the  Exam- 
ng  Committee  of  the  late  Bowdoin  Street  Church,  of  this  city, 
jether  with  a  large  file  of  letters.  Quite  a  number  of  very  old 
muscript  sermons  have  been  contributed.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter 
s  given  the  original  volume  of  records  of  two  ministerial  associ- 
ons;   one  gathered  in   Plymouth  County,  Oct.  24,  1722,  and  a 


—  with  which  two^  who  had  been  members  of  the  first,  sur- 
vived to  become  associated  —  which  covered  the  same  ground 
some  years  later,  and  survived  eight  or  ten  years  into  the  present 
century.  Rev.  Mr.  Barker,  of  Middleboro,  was  the  last  scribe 
of  the  second  body,  and  the  book  went  West  with  his  papers,  from 
which  it  returned,  some  years  since,  to  his  successor  in  the  Middle- 
boro pulpit,  the  late  beloved  Dr.  Putnam,  from  whose  papers 
it  went  to  its  donor  to  this  Association.  It  contains  much  informa- 
tion which  is  curious,  as  well  as  valuable,  in  regard  to  the  ways  of 
the  fathers. 

We  have,  through  the  same  channel,  a  series  of  fifty  or  sixty 
small  manuscript  volumes,  containing  the  private  journal,  for  forty 
or  fifty  years,  of  the  late  Lewis  Bradford,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
good  Governor,  who,  at  his  decease,  in  1S51,  had  served  both  the 
town  and  church  of  Plympton,  Mass.,  as  their  clerk,  for  a  very 
long  period,  and  whose  large  information  in  local  genealogies  and 
familv  histories,  with  his  habits  of  minute  mention  of  whatever 
interested  him  from  day  to  day,  make  these  records  of  peculiar 
interest  and  value  in  certain  directions.  They  include,  also,  the 
most  minute  statistics  of  the  religious  life  of  that  town  for  the 
period  of  nearly  a  generation ;  insomuch  that  it  is  believed  not 
only  that  every  prayer-meeting  held  there  is  noted,  but  that  it  is 
possible  to  identify  every  text  preached  from,  and  even  ever)-  hymn 
or  psalm  given  out  to  be  sung.  These  "  Bradford  papers  "  are  the 
joint  gift  to  the  Association  of  William  S.  Soule,  Esq.,  and  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.D. ;  and  after  there  has  been  time  and 
opportunity  for  their  proper  arrangement,  they  will,  by  vote  of  the 
Directors,  be  open  to  suitable  examination,  under  the  oversight  of 
the  Library  Committee. 

The  Librarian  wishes  to  reinsert  an  earnest  plea  for  money  with 
which  to  do  most-needed  binding.  Serials,  current  and  completed 
sets,  newspapers  and  valuable  and  important  pamphlets  are  suffer- 
ing, and  some  scarcely  usable,  for  want  of  being  suitably  bound. 
Quite  a  thousand  volumes  would  be  at  once  transferred  from  our 
pamphlet  to  our  book  list,  were  especially  needed  funds  for  this 
purpose  now  at  his  command. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Isaac  P.  Langworthy,  Ztbrarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Ubrary  have  little  to  add  to  the  interest- 
ing particulars  given  in  the  report  of  the  Directors. 

The  present  number  of  volumes  in  the  regular  series  is  31,510; 
of  duplicates  there  are  6,039  '>  making  a  total  of  27,549  — which  is 


n  from  last  year  of  1,143.  "^^^  pamphlets  exceed  130,000, 
ding  duplicates. 

e  chief  additions  during  the  year  have  been  by  gifts  from 
■ous  friends.  Some  of  the  gifts  are  of  great  value ;  among 
s,  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  volumes  and  one  hundred  and 
y-eight  pamphlets  from  the  rich  collection  of  Rev.  George 
hard,  recently  deceased,  have  been  received  through  the 
esy  of  Rev.  George  B.  Jewett.  The  large  proportion  of  these 
s  were  not  previously  on  our  shelves.  Valuable  manuscripts, 
ds  of  ancient  ecclesiastical  associations  and  of  churches,  and 
als  of  valuable  church  officers  have  been  bestowed  upon  this 
Lry.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more  the  depository  of  such 
ous  memorials,  and  more  and  more  frequented  by  students 
iring  for  the  sources  of  our  history. 

J.  O.  MEANS. 
HENRY  M.  DEXTER. 
A.  H.  QUINT. 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


t,  BsT.  Lynuui,  Comwalton-tlu-HDilwni,  N.  T.  . 

■.Bn.  OaorfelL,  HolUilon  

,Ra*.C  A^D.D.,PriaMU>D,If.J 

nder,  Bar.  W.  S.,  n«it  orieau,  J*. 

Mn.  Thoma»  B.,  yranklln 

OBU  Autlqiarlan  SoMsl]i,  WoTcaita' 

MBn  Botu-d  of  CommltaWor*  (or  randfo  HtMbin*,  Boaton, 

twa  Coioniiadon  SooIpCv,  Wublonan,  i>.  C.' 

«ui  MiulooaiT  Auociktlon,  Nuir  Tork  CIQ        .... 

«Ba  TnoC  Soofety,  Boeton 

'Mm.  BoT.  Edwud,  Qiiiney,  m. 

rec  TheolOKleal  Bnalnar;  

iwi,Ber.lTW.,D.I>..M[itieCta,0. 

my,  John  B.,  ProTldenoe,  S.  L 

.H«r.  Leonard.  D.D.,  New  HBTCin,  Conn. 

,  Ml«»  Kliialietb,  Newport,  K.  "   ■ 
,  Ber.  Smith,  Lowell 
iln,  Dea.  Jotspti,  ntohburg 
m,  Piot.  wmiBm  M.,  D.D.,  S 
im,  KOT.  B.  W.,  New  Haven,  C 
wi,  HeT.  Jnhn  H.,  Lawrence     , 
WB.  Ke».  WlUlam,  D.D.,  Eeadlog 
a,  William  S.,  Woroesler     . 
m.  wmiam.  Nuwixirt  J4.  B. 
,  Rtr.  J.  A.,  Woluolt,  Tt. 
Georee,  Chalaea   .... 
lUai  iinandaB.,  Denver,  CoL    . 
Collan,Be)olt,  Wli. 
)^  BeriH.  8.,  ifaahTille,  Toan. 

'Bietaud,  CambAdge 

Q  Sehool  CoBunlttee 

lie,  Mn.  A.,FltetiburK 

oln  College,  Bnuuwlok,  He. 


Havan,  Conn. 


BavntOD,  Rot.  GiMtfe  H.,  Junilca  Plain 
Btiggi.  Rev.  WUItun  T..  Guc  Douxlu 
Brtgg>,  Mra.  WllUkm  T.,    '■ 
BroBi,  Rev.  Hiiromn,  Cretu,  Neb. 


Bnller,  W.  Dauiol,  Bo« 
DunerOeld.  Bav.  U.  Q.,  D.D.,  OliTSt, 
CanieroD.  Prof.  H.  C,  PrinofllOD.  N. 
CluloKin  CollugD.  Norttilliild.  Minn. 
OixpenUir,  Ditniela,  Foxboro' 
CfiTeruo,  Bev,  Charlaa,  Lombard,  lU. 
CliniDpiieT,  Georse  U.,  Wobnrn 
Cbapin,  C.  N.,  Melrciiic 

Chebea,  CItv  of 

Cbtckerlng,  Set.  J.  W„  D.D.,  Watefleld 
Clapp,  Jamoa  B.,  Bcislim 
Clari,  Bur.  P.  Q.,  Glouoeitur 
Ulark.  UaurrG^  U.I).,  BoaUm    . 
Clark,  Kbv.  N.  G.,  D.D.,  B<>atoa 
Clark.  Be*,  B.  D.,  SomerTUlo 
Clarke,  Itev.Doriu,  D.D.,  Baatcn 
ClUUm,  BCT.  Tbeodoro.  St.  IiDqIi. 
Cobb,  Bbv.  flolQn,  Erie,  Peno. 
Connwatlona]  PiibllBbing  aocletr,  Boatoi 
Cnok,  Rev.  Jo«epb,  BdMod 
Cowlea,  Kev.  Henry,  D.D.,  Oberlln,  O. 
Cniblns.  Dea.  As  draw.  Boaton 
Dagien.  Jobn,  Atltetioro 
Di^month  College.  HiuuTer,  N.  H. 
Deaoo,  B«t.  James,  PbiDnlx,  N.  T. 
Donne.  L.,  WanblaKlfii,  D.  C.     . 
Dexter,  Ee».  H.  M.,  D.l).,  Boibin,  UBS. 
DIcklDHia,  M.  P.,  Jr..  Bualnn 
Doe,  Han.  Cbailea,  RoUliufurd.  H.  H. 
DorabMter,  Bev.  Daniel,  D.D.,  Natlok 
Dudley,  Bev.  M.  S,.  Crumwell,  Cudq. 
Ihmham,  Bov.  C.  B.,  WlnUirop  . 
t>uraBi,  AnzDaCiu,  IlelniM 
Dnranl,  Mra.  H.  F.,  Wellnlay    . 
Duiyea,  EeT.  .7.  T.,  D.D.,  noaton 
Easluun,  E.  T.,  M.D.,  Boaton      . 


KdmandH.  .tobo,  ptailadelubla     . 
EIIIOLt,  Ueorge  H.,  IawpH    . 
Elliott,  Rei-.l.  H.,  Brtulfurd,  Vt, 
KUle,  F.  D..  UedOplil 
Enii.-rgDn,  Rut.  Tboms.';  A.,  Bndntree 


fuarinr.  A.  a.  Jr.,  Boston   . 
Field,  Hbt.  T.  p..  D.D.,  Amh 

FlDCb.  A..  Milwaukee,  Wli. 
Fletober,  .loel  W..  Cntnbriilgepert 
Fowler,  Mra.  Sarah,  Windaor,  Conr 
Fraaur,  Bef.  J,  tJ.,  MarlLiuii.  i>.    . 
Frost,  Maria  G.,  and  tioodcll,  Lavtn 
Oaee,  Rev.  W.  L.,  D.U,,  Hartford,  ( 
uanoett,  Ker.  Allen,  EldKurtiiwn 
aen.nld.  8ev:  H.  L.,  Go^tuiTo,  N.  1 
Goir,  D.  L.,  Pawtuoket,  B.  I. 
Gold,  T.  S.,  Comwnll.  Conn. 
Gould.  Edward.  Portland.  He.     . 
Gret'n,  Ssmael  A..  M.D.,  Boatun 
Green,  Thomai,  Chelsea 
Greene.  W.  I^.  A  Co..  Biielon 
Groton,  Town  o[     .... 
(Juitenu.  CharlcB.  ChiciKo,  HI.     . 
Gulliver,  Rev.  J.  P.,  D.D.,  Andover 
HaU,  J.  M.  W.,  Cambridge 
KHiuilton,  Rev.  H.  F..  Roiliury   . 


ka.  Rev. 


rliiue^  . 


nay.  Rev.  Aleitam 

Haa'kell,  J.,  Kitoliburg '"  """■"' 
Haskell,  T.  H.,  Portland.  Ma. 

Hatfleid,  Bev.  E.  F.,  D.D.,  New 

Uawklna,  Deiter  A.,  New  Yurk  Cltj 


II 


Vols. 

-ge  W..  Bridgtwater 

.  A.,  Blllerica 

A.,  Boston  1 

.  Smith,  Union  City.  Mich 8 

.  J.  C,  D.D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y 

O.  S.,  Windsor,  Conn 2 

J.  W.,  Jr.,  Bionson 1 

J.  M.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 6 

.  J.,  D.D.,  Cheshire,  Conn 

mes  F^  Charle^stown 1 

R.,  D.D..  Detroit,  Mich 

A.,  D.D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

..  West  Medway 

H.,  Cheshire,  Conn 

George  H.,  Amherst,  1  MS 

le.  Chelsea 

V^illiam  R.,  Rochester 

[istorical  Society,  Toueka 

.  SHaSj  Poquonnoclc,  Conn 

Cambridge 1 

tirs.  I.  P. ,  Chelsea 

S.  E.,  Macon,  Ga. 

Thomas,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I 

r.  E.  A.,  D.D.,  Murblehead        ..... 

r.  John,  Methnen,  MSS 

tiel,  New  Ipswich,  N.  H 

uisa  A.,  Fitchburg 10 

George  F.,  D.D.,  Grinnell,  la. 

illiam  B.,  Tallmadgo,  O 

HisUirical  Society,  Boston 2 

,SUteof 6 

*ph,  Woodstock,  Conn 

Peter,  D.D. ,  Tojoeka,  Kan 

unes  H..  D.D.,  Dorchester 6 

.  L..  Arlington 

9.  Thomas,  Salem,  N.  H 1 

'.  E.  J.,  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis.       ...... 

eorge,  D.D.,  Oakland,  Cal 

'illiam  H.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

i.  F.,  Monson ' .       .       .        .  3 

.  N.  J.,  D.D.,  Springfield,  Mo 

eopold,  Boston 80 

(•  Seminarv,  South  Hadley 

T.  T.,  North  Adams 1 

Greenfield,  2  MSS 

M.D.,  Wallingford,  Vt. 1 

iklward,  Quincy 

.  P.,  Wilmington 

.  B.,  Canton  

C.  P.,  South ington.  Conn.  .» 

J.  R,  Bridgeport,  Conn 

H.,  Newton 

tVUliam  W.,  D.D.,  Washington,  D.  C 

Xj  Clinton,  Wis 

.F.  N.,  Natick 10 

hy,  Windsor,  Conn 1 

tiitney.  New  York  City 8 

I.  H.,  KoxburY 

arch,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1 

Noah.  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 1 

amuel,  Wenham 

M.,  D.D.,  St.  I>ouis,  Mo 

lard,  Boston 

n  B.,  Marlboro 

y,  Boston 

V.  George,  Boston 8 

V.  George,  Estate  of,  through  Prol  George  B.  Jewett, 

376 

.,  Cambridge 

K.,  Cortland,  N.  Y 1 

E.  E.,  D.I >.,  Fairfield,  Conn 

incis,  Detroit,  Mich 

E..  New  Haven,  Conn 2 

lev.  A.  M.,  Lawrence.  Kan 

;.  F 

I^vi,  Clarcmont,  N.  H 

iam  W.,  M.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn 
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RogBra,  ThoiDM  I,,  BOBton  ..... 

Koiies,non..PoiephS.,  J«m»ic«PlslB       . 

Rowland.  Dni-W  9.,  windBor,  Conn.  . 

Sale,  JuhD,  Chel<eii,  I  uewapiper 

Salem  Ctioroli  and  Society.  Bolton 

SaTa«c.  Ebt.  G.  8.  F.,  D.D.,  Chloaso.  III. , 

Bawyar,  Mrs.  Chartw.  Fllobburji 

Seymom^  Uev.  Henry.  Havrley    .... 

BoKb,  ElbddKe,  Dorobettec        .... 

SoDle,  CharloC.,  Bosura  .... 

SUveDa,  MUBPbllenIa 

etUei,  Hl>aHarT,WLDdBor,  Conn.      . 

fltookirell,  S.  N.  BOBion 

StranE,  Bat.  E.  K.,  Wallbam      .... 
StroDB,  itav.  JuDU  W.,  CD.,  Norlbaeld,  Minn. 

Swett.  P,  C,  MaWen 

Tarboi,  Rev.  I.  N'.,  D.D.,  Boaton 

Taylor,  Dea.  Bdward,  Andovei 

Teale,  Bev.  A.  Ky  D-D,,  UiUon  .... 

Tonnoy,  Rot.  E.  P.,  Colorado  SpringB.  CoL 

Tbayer,  DstIh.  Fnmklin 

Thompson,  Bot.  A.  C,  D.D..  Hoilmrj 
Tlionip«oii,  Prof.  William,  D.I>,,  Sitrttord,  C 

ThimtOD,  BoT.  PbUander,  DorchuWr 

■nion,  Alexander,  OUtsC,  Mich 

Tueker,  Rbt.  J.  T.,  D.D..  Boiliin 

Tyler,  Rgt.  Jnaiib,  South  Africa 

Tvlar,  Prof.  W.  a.  D.D.,  Amherst 

Unttad  SIbMb  Deputmant  of  Aariooltnra,  WMblnsUm,  D.  C. 
United  atatai  IMiiartmDnc  of  Kdacatlon,  ■•  •■ 

United  SUtua  Patent  Office,  Waehlngton,  D.  O.      . 
United  Statse  TrBB»aiy  Department,  WBthington,  D.  C 
United  etatea  War  Department,  Waahintilon,  D.  C. 

Viiiio,  Bov.  a  H.,  Harlem,  N.  Y. 

WaUron,  Rev.  D.  W.,  Builoii 

Wallrar,  Sot.  Geo,  Leon,  D.D.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Walker,  Hot.  H.  D.,  BriilEi' water, 

Wuren,  Ber.  I.  P.,  Ii.D.,  Ponlind,  Ua 

Warren,  Key.  William  H.,  Springflald,  O.         .... 

WhlttlBHT,  Bov.  B.,  Waihlngtm).  D.  a 

Wifder,  Hon.  Hanliall  P.,  Oorobeater 

Will»rd,  HflT.  Snmnel  G„  Colohoetor,  Conn.     .... 

Wlllooi.  Bev.  G.  B.,  Stamford,  Conn 

Willcoi,  llav.  William  H.,  Maiden,  nawepapen      . 

Williams,  Itoy.  J.  M.,  jBlferaoi).  Ill,  ■ 

WlllBOn,  William  P.,  SouChboTO 

Wllaon,  Kev.  O.  C.  Windsor,  Conn 

Wing,  Henry  P.,  Qrafton 

Woloott.  Bev,  Samuel.  D.D.,  Cleveland,  O 

Wood.  Bov.  John,  Fltobbnrg 

Woud,  Rev.  WiU  C,  Scitoate       .        .      ■ 

Wright,  CiuTOll  13.,  Boston 

Wright.  Rev.  O.  Frederick,  Andorer 

Yonng  Men's  ChrlsUan  AuodaOon,  Boat«n     .... 
Zabriskie,  Rov.  F.  N.,  D.D.,  Wollaston  Height! 


DONATIONS  OF  MONEY. 


Hon.  1).  S.  Skilllngs,  Winohester    . 

J.  N.  Buoon,  Newton 

Andover,  South  Churoh  and  Society 
Rehoboth,  Congreicutiooia  Cburch  and  Soclet       . 
Terryvllle,  Conn.,  CongregBtlooal  Cburoh  and  Sociei 
1  Ufe  Membara 

ToUl 


BY-LAWS. 


Artici.r.  I.  The  exercises  of  the  annua!  ineetxg  shal!  be:  prayer:  hearirg  the  rerort  of  the  Directors 
and  other  ofiiceri  haviiig  reports  to  make:  action  u;:oa  the  *  :r.e:  :r.e  e'.e:::wi:  <.:'  .fEcers:  and  the  {rerform- 
ance  of  such  other  business  as  j-hail  prcpcrly  crir.e  bef--  r*  the  Trtzz  rg. 

Art.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  -at.  t'rref  ::"  niceurg.  as  their  y-cgr-.er.:  cf  the  best 
iratercsts  of  the  Association  mav  suggest,  and  the  nc'.htd  cf  ca'.lirg  the  :2r:c.  A'.l  their  n<eetir.gs  shall  be 
opened  with  prayer.  1  hey  shafl  alfo  have  power  to  appcir.t  and  :rdcr  a:.>  ;u'i-!:c  steting  \.f  the  Association 
for  Anniversary  purposes  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Akt.  II  I.  At  the  fiT>t  Directors'  meetit.g  af:«r  their  appcirtmer.!,  a  Cha-rntac  >ha*.I  le  chosen  by  ballot, 
and  a  Finance  Cominittee  and  Library  Ccmmittee  t  y  nr-irinat:  r.  each  •.{  tSr-.e  n:<n:ber!i  .  to  serve  respect- 
ively for  the  year.  Immediately  after  the  i  jerirg  cf  each  n:tftt:r.g  'he  ir.iru'es  oi'  the  prev;.us  meeting  shall 
be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  C.  rres7<rdirg  Secretary  asd  Librarian,  shall  be  presented 
to  the  Br:ard  for  action,  to  which  any  member  may  add  .:her  items. 

AftT.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doir.(;s  f  r  the  ^-ear  at  each  anr.ua*  meeting  of  the 
Association,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  act:,  r.  •-;  the  body  as.  :r.  the-r  ,udgn^.er.t.  Its  welfare  requires. 

Akt.  V.     The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  riscb-^rge  the  dutes  crdirarily  be'..- rgtr.jg  to  that  otJF.ce. 

Art.  VI.  The  Recording  Secretary  shal!  make  fu.!  rec-rd  cf  whatever  buf:res«  is  fan^acted  in  the 
nacetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Bcvd  cf  r.-irectcr!,  in  a  he  .k  prcvideu  f^r  that  p-jrpos«f,  and 
kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Akt.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  char;:e '-t  all  mcreys  be'cri,:r..«  to  the  A$sociat:cr,  and  held  the 
same  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors,  who  shall  alro  detiite  t:e  iut'e?  at.d  ^e^pon«ili^:ties  cf  the  .AsMStant 
Treasurer  —  paying  only  fuch  bills  as  have  the  cert:!:ci  a^rrova!  of  at  least  \\\o  members  cf  the  Finance 
ConriRtiitee.  He  shall  renort  the  state  of  the  rreasur>  tc  the  .Asscciaticn,  at  their  ar.rual  meeting*,  and  to 
the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Ariiclb  T.  As  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  essert:all>  a  ibrary  cf  refercr.ee.  no  b3ok,  pam;.hlet  or 
manuscript  Texcept  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  le  lo;-r.td  f-  ar.y  j  ersf  r  whattver,  or  be  removed  from  the 
Library  rocm,  5.avc  for  the  purposes  of  bii'ding  or  rfpa:r.  wit!  •  jt  the  wrlttcr.  ;-ermi»s;.n  of  one  of  the  Libr-iry 
Committee.  In  especial  cases  tlie  Librarian  may,  <n  1  .s  vwn  ;.ers  r.al  rcsj.)  r.>ili!ity,  loan  *\xch  bcok>  and 
pamphlets  I'and  such  cniy;  as  can  be  easily  dv^.licated,  the  clas-^ittcatit  n  L.'.'.ir.z  been  nale  b>  the  Ll.rary 
Committee  ;  but  no  book,  pamphlet  or  manuscri{.t  ^hall  be  loaned  :..r  a  ftrici  of  more  than  one  wcck,  without 
a  vpecial  vote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

Art.  II.  Persons  not  members  uf  tliis  Ass'»tiati'n,  j.roperly  vc-ucl.irg  thsir  respectability  to  tlie  Libra* 
rian,  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  t.arr.es  ar.d  ad-lress  upon  the  ."....■.'  ri'  /i.j.i  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  permii^sior.  to  ccnsult  the  Library  during  i.brary  hours,  subject,  as  to 
details,  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

Art.  III.  All  specially  valuable  book«,  ma:.';«>cr:p!s  and  C'jricsities  '  elorgin',;  to  the  Library  »hail  be 
kept  under  lock  and  ke%',  and  shall  be  consulttd  inly  ur.der  the  eye  of  t.be  L:br:irian  or  hi^  a-si^tants. 

Art.  IV.  All  books  and  manuscripts  ihall  be  s'jitably  catal'gucd,  su  a-»  'o  be  made  acce>sible  to  the 
ase  of  persons  desiring  to  con«>u:t  the  same. 

Art.  V.  The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-days  during  s-jch  h>.jrs  as  sliall  be  ordered  by  the 
Board  <»f  directors  except  on  days  of  public  obtcrvai.ce. 

Akt.  VI.  All  book^,  tracts,  maps  and  manuscripts  bel'-r.ging  Vj  the  Association  ihall  be  distinctly 
marked  as  its  pro])erty :  and  any  such  book,  tract  or  manuscript  thM  sh^U  be  ^rvfcnted  to  the  Societ",  shall 
bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  dr.n'.  r. 

Akt.  VII.  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  charaaer,  should  suth  bconie  the  property  cf  the  Association, 
shall  be  kept  in  a  place  of  special  deposit,  and  cc*!;sa'ttd  only  'i:\icz  such  rcgjl.aiotis  as  shall  be  (  re^cribcd 
by  the  Library  Committee. 

Akt.  VIII.  No  manuscript,  or  pait  of  a  mar.uscrijt.  belTjjlvg  lu  the  .Asiociaiiat!,  »h'.ll  be  crpied  or 
publi^i^hed,  except  on  vote  of  the  Lil«rary  Comnsittee;  '^v-t  this  rili  ^hall  not  l^e  c- nstrucd  to  prevent  the 
pnbJtcatioTi  of  names,  dite«,  and  like  menioranJ^,  with  ut  s  :i;h  ^peciil  pcrri!ss>i'.n. 

A'-:t.  IX.  The  Librarian  m.'^y  exclude  from  the  Library  ai^y  ptrson  abusit.g  the  privileges  thereof:  but 
such  persons  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Directors. 

THE   LIBRARIA.V. 

Aktici.e  I.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  <■(  all  '  ooks,  tract*!,  maps,  pictures,  curi<j>itic$,  manuscripts 
and  other  property  if  the  Association  appropriate  t-j  the  Library;  iliali  be  rtsj « i.ssblc  for  the  i.ruper  care, 
good  condition  and  good  order  of  the  s.ime ;  >V.i\',  cau  e  to  Ic  t:.aue  at.d  ke;t  exact  and  pcrftrct  catah'-j^ues 
c-f  each  and  all  of  them;  and  shall  do  whatever  nia>  be  in  hl»  j."wer,  at  all  :imc«,  to  keep  safely,  and  add  to, 
the  c»jT:ec?ions  under  his  care  —  all  under  the  direction  •  f  the  Li"  rar>  C«'nii::::tce. 

Art.  II.  He  shall  acknowledge  every  donation  mauc  tv  thete  cellec::«.ns  by  a  note  addressed  :>.>  the 
donor- 

AxT.  III.  He  sh^ll  report  at  each  stated  mecti.i^  of  the  Director*  all  donations  made  to  the  Library 
sjnce  the  last  meetinj:,  with  the  names  of  the  il' n-rs,  and  «:  the  Annual  Mee'r  g  »liall  prtsert  a  statemeiu 
cf  the  principal  accessions  of  the  year,  with  due  :!5=iit:.>n  of  the  c>.'nd;::<t:.  .ind  ii.o»t  pressing  needs  of  tl:c 
Library,  and  suggestions  of  any  action  tlier»-t.ii  dceuii-nl  e\{  cdient. 

AvT.  IV.  Ihe  I.ilrarian  shail  have  tie  service  r.f  one  cr  more  a--i't:int»,  and  ojj  •■uch  ttrais  a<  the 
Library  Con.mittee  may  recommend  and  the  I ':rec'<»rs  api-oint  and  .'••tern.ine. 

Akt.   V.     In  '-rdszr  to  ?ecnre  the  greatest  aitaii*a-.'l- salety  in  the  u»e  "f  the  structure  i-n  whith  50  rniuh 
ba5  h»een  expended  to  make  thoroughly  lire-proif,  :i:c  Librarian  ?hall  be  held  p'-r.-onally   re-;»uu-i* 
every  iron  shutter,  wri:h  the  extra  dcKj.r%  l.»e  invaria-'ly  cl"scd  and  scc.rcly  fastened  durir-.;  ai;  :lu* 


that 

criod 

hali  never 

*.'XCt\  t 


faiterveninp  between  the  end  of  Library  hours  irr  kv:  ilay  and  their  bci^inn-.n;:;  f*.r  the  r.«  xt.  Ho  s|.ai 
him*«:If  enter  the  room,  ni.r  allow  any  other  person  ••»  •!•>  so,  with  any  I.isn,'.  caiKllo,  or  sifitiar  ':,;:. t, 
it  be  m-ilhin  a  lantern,  for  adiitir.nal  safety ;  and  in  no  c.-t«>e  sl-.all  a  kcrosti.e  or  s;  irit  hinip  be  wx-  d. 

Art.  VI.  The  Librarian  shail  he  present  in  th.;  Library,  in  p-rson  or  bv  his  i»*:slanl,  during  the  reuular 
hoars  heretofore  estHblished  in  these  B>-l.aws,  and  -Itali  do  all  in  his  pow^cr  to  aid  the  invcsti-jiations  i:t!.«  se 
desiririE!  to  use  the  bo«As  and  other  collections.  He  ?luri  allow  no  per.-on  not  a  Director,  to  l>r  present  in 
the  Libr.^rv  unless  he  be  there  in  person,  or  by  his  as Hbtant :  and  he  shall  exercise  suitable  vigilance,  lest  ill 
cse  be  made  of  the  Library  by  untrustworthy  pcrs(.ns. 

Akt.    VII.     All  By  Laws,  or  parts  of  By-Law*,  not  in  harmony  with  the  forejioinj:,  are  hcrebv  repealed. 

AhT.  Vf  II.  '1  hese  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  rei;u!arly  called  meeting  ot  the  Association,  by  a 
voce  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

OF  THE 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

/m  thf  Year  Otu:  Thousand  Eight  IfunJred  and  Fifty-Four. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  iy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  in  General  Court  Assenthiedt  and  hy  the  aut'ii-riiy 
of  the  samtt  as  follows :  — 

Sbction  1.  Rufuft  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julias  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  n.tme  of  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  Kngiand.  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  ch  writable  societiei, 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the 
forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dcillars,  the-  income 
whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  la,  i;$54.] 

Be  it  emtctedf  etc,  as  follows :  — 

Sbction  I.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby^  authorized  to  hold  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  said 
corporation  is  now  authciriied  by  law  to  hold :  provided,  that  no  part  of  said^  amount  shall  be  inve'^ted  in  real 
estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  be 
used  for  the  purt>oses  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  passed  April  twelfth,  to 
tlie  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftyfour. 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.    . 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  24,  185'}.] 

Be  it  I'nacted,  eti .,  asfvlUKvs  :  — 

Si-CTtDN  I.  The  Con^rf nation )1  Library  Ass<^uation  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its  n.imc,  ar.-3  ifl 
t.ikc  the  mine  uf  the  Arneric.ui  C<>n;;ri';;a:i->nal  A»>o«.iation. 

Si'.cr.  J.  In  .i«l«lit'on  t-i  thi-  powers  herrtotore  i;r.inted  said  corporation,  it  \%  hereby  aathori/vd  !  •  •.!  • 
such  acts  .14  may  prorimtc  llie  i:it<:rcst  ^A  Coiij»rc{>  ituinal  churches  — by  publi»hini;  vvork^;  !>y  •'.rrisn -.; 
liluarii's  .iiul  pcvuriarv  aiii  to  pan^lirr^,  cliurcJn"  an. I  Sib!)atli*scliool.<»:  promotini*  tricad'.y  •.nti:'V-.-*i:r*T  Jivi 
CO  ipe-rauon  am'»ii>;  l.>»:»<rciritioijal  ns'tii^ters  ami  churches,  an«l  wiili  otlier  demuniuati-M.^,  an*  'jv  c-i'.'f  ".ij 
and  ihsl.ur-iin:;  fumis  »i,i  ihc  i'.. .»>•«•  «»Li«v.'Cl. 

J?i-.c  I.  1.     Tliis  act  -.Isa.!  :  ikc  c:f< «.'  oii  it-!  passage.  [Approved  by  the  G«^vernor.  May  10,  i*fi4  " 


Si-'.  HON  1  'I'lUi  Anjcii«Mn  Cwii:ri}i;atii>n  il  A-sociatio'i,  at  Bo<iti»n,  is  hereby  authorired  to  h  •!  '.  r-. «'  sr»i 
pcrsiiiial  estate  l<»  tlic  aiiioii's!  of  fi.n'  h'lndrrci  a:>il  «ifty  thousand  dollars  in  adiiition  to  ili.*  .urojit  :'  a:  »■.:•'. 
(.•»ri>or.ilion  i:  M'iw  aiitli.ir'/.e-!  iiv  la-A  t«.i  h«'M. 

Si  1:1.  J.      litis  act 'i'l-.a.l  take  e''l>  «.i  «;•  »n  its  ;.'a-".age.      [Approved  by  the  (loveriitjr.  Fol».  »*.  1-7:.' 


CONSTITUTION. 


^•IH!    •    I.       Ill-    .:  I---:  ..♦  :'.;.•     •  -..v  •.':•"  '■•    ti::  AMiti.u:\N  CoNV,i:Ki;ATIOt*/\L  As-:  JCI  \T:...N. 
A    ■.   !l.      I".-  •   •,•  ••    •{  :•.:'  .\  •••  •.  "i:-- 1  -:i..!i  '  •  i.s  :er..:     :!u*  erection,  in  the  Ijty  of  It  i%:.'i  .  .•:■  a  C^'»'* 
•  .!'*«.    I'N^'   M    ••»•    ;••:  •.•."•    ••     s  •   •!  »!i- '.•••  i'V,  :!.■-•  iccoi.r.joilation  of  its  library,  .\r.:l  f^r  \h>-  :.;r:l;<rin:e 


:t-  •.••.!  .»•  I       I 


•c 


•I-.  •:•  .  ••    1;  ::...i:'    :       i.i:.     I  ii-ok',  pdinph'.et!^  and  inaiiusci •(.!'<,  :.n:  a  cc» 
..    -  !t-  .    I  !•  .'  "i-  :  ..-      .!':«.  •.'  »Mnt-  ve!  ci'»."  -within  the  limits  ot  it>  charter  — s.ii! 

•i\--    A' <s  •  :'    »     i'^'. „.•."••     .••!•:.    .;:.•  ".   ;.•  t!«.  n^!.  r.*!  interests  ot  the  Coni;Te^.itic.:.aI  chur^'ie* 

A;.'-:.      ■ '•  J  \  -•  •      -i  ■  .   •         .;•••.;.■•••.    :;.'.••  t>  .it  i>rtlindt»x  Conj»re4ati.tn.il  churolic*.  p«yin< 

.'•  .■  '  ••  ••  ■!  •'• 

*■•"•  ■»  »•»  ,•.. 

\  ..      V       .  •    .    ;  \  • ■    '    !  •  .1  i'r    .i  !".ii!.  "-ncli  a  number  of  Vii.».«-Pr-«i!   tnt-  a*  the 

.'1         i  .•    :  :  •  i  «'  :     t  ••'.      •    •.     •  •    :•  •      I; '•.;•  .1!.  •   Kf.  :>r'.linR;  Secretary,   i  LS'.^r.iratt,   I  m* -.»■«'. 

^      •  .  *    I  •',     1   •    I      \  .   :     •  •    -  v.ie'.i:.t  ..  1.1  •rar;.i8J  and    1  rea>urer<,  viii!,    !■»•.. rtevn  •••'•.sr*, 

• :  •     ■      I  .'    .  •    I     .  •-.       .•;■■..  ♦•.<•  '.•     •»;  •   -.>  «•♦"  the  As«  )ci.ition,  live  ot  wl.-irn  «li  i"  c.:.- 

sliail  be  chosen   bv   hall./t   at   l)i   i^-.u-ji. 


t •..  I 


r   •!• 


■    •      •••■.:s.    ,'1 1  fur  (ither  busines-^   a;>i'r.-pria',e   tr  *':cH 

<   I           :•.!••  •  We  In.  i.lav  in  NLiy,  in  e.i-.  h  year,   i:  t*t'ft 

■    .:      .     1  ''  •  i!  .ird  i}(  nirector^.      T'lc  atinuil  a:,  i- 

••..'•  :    :     ■'::••:» iox  Ct'in^rcgatitinai  wcckiv  :H*>v*r'''^ 

••.'..•:.•  .'   ».*•.»».};  I»y  a  vote  of  two>tIiir<lN  •••r  :!ie  rr:'* 

'  •  .  u..            -.i.c  j^ri»poAe.l  alteratioi.  in  the  ci".  t  :  t..s 
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BOSTON : 

AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION, 

COHGRKOATIONAL  HOUSB. 
1881. 


THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BUSINESS   MEETING. 


The  twenty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congre- 
gational Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Cangregationaiist) 
was  held  in  the  Congregational  House,  May  24,  188 1,  at  la  m. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Vice-President,  was  called  to  the 
chair.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  William  Crawford,  D.D., 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee  and  of 
the  Treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors 
for  publication  at  their  discretion. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
year:  — 

President, 
S.  D.  WARREN,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Vice-  Presidents . 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dinglev,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

Pres.  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Prof.  George  B.  Jewett,  Salem,  Mass. 

Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Laurie,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott.  D.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.D.,  Jacksonville,  111. 


Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  III. 

Rev.  Harvev  D.  Kitchel,  D.D  ,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

AsAHEL  Finch,  Esq  ,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  William  Saltsr,  D  D  .  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Rev.  George  Mooar.  D.D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Rev.  Henrv  Wilkes,  D.D.,  Moatreal,  Canada. 


DirecUrs. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D  .  Dover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means,  D.D..  Boston. 

Hon,  RuFus  S,  Frost,  Chelsea. 

Rev.  Nath.  G.  Clark,  D.U.,  West  Roxburjr. 

Hon.  James  White,  Boston. 

Frank  Wood,  Dorchester. 

Rev.  Jos.  T.  DuRVEA,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Rev.  John  L.  Withrow,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Rev.  Jos.  B,  Clark,  Dorchester, 

Marquis  F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Edward  A.  Studlev,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Francis  Flint,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 

S.  Brainerd  Pratt,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Correspondit^  Secretary,  Librarian  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 
R£v.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHV,  Chelsea. 


Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Wilmington. 


Auditor. 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea. 


There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 
Daniel  P.  tions.  Recording  Secretary. 


THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


merican  Congregational  Association. 


N  this  twenty-eighth  anniversary  of  the  American  Congrega- 
idl  Association,  its  Directors  deem  the  following  items  worthy 
SL  brief  mention, 
•"irst  of  all,  with  deep  regret,  they  make  the  sad  entry  of  the 

th  of  one  of  their  number  —  James  P.  Melledge,  Esq.  having 
a  longer  official  connection  with  this  Association  than  any 
«r  person.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Directors,  soon  after  his  de- 
se,  the  following  minute  was  entered  upon  their  records ;  viz., 
~r.  Melledge  was  chosen  a  director  of  the  American  Congrega- 

al  Association  at  its  fourth  anniversary,  1857,  and  held  that  posi- 

:a  uninterruptedly  until  the  day  of  his  death.    At  the  same  meeting 

"was  appointed  Treasurer,  the  duties  of  which  he  gratuitously 

crharged  for  fifteen  years  with  peculiar  fidelity,  carefully  invest- 

and  looking  after  the  funds  of  the  Association ;  freely  giving 
^»-  <^:h  time  in  procuring  a  site  for  the  Congregational  House,  and 
iing  in  the  superintendence  of  its  construction.     Though  by  no 

—  ^ns  forward  in  expressing  his  views  on  any  subject  under  discus- 
^^*ni,  yet  he  was  ever  ready  to  respond  when  called  upon,  and  his 
^  ^siion  was  highly  esteemed.     Punctual  in  his  attendance  upon  the 

-  stings  of  the  Directors,  courteous  in  his  manners,  a  model  Chris- 
gentleman,  his  seemingly  too  early  demise  is  deeply  regretted 

his  associates  on  this  Board,  and  they  take  this  occasion  to 
Tess  their  tender  sympathy  with  his  afflicted  widow  and  chil- 
^  ^«i.     Appreciative  remarks  were  made  by  all  the   members  of 
^     Board  who  were  present,  and  the  foregoing  minute  was  unani- ' 
^^Xasly  adopted ;   and  the  corresponding  Secretary  was  directed  to 
^^^^  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  family  of  the  deceased.*' 
^l^here  has  been  but  little  change  in  the  regular  routine  of  affairs 
^    __^^*^  ^®  Congregational  House  during  the  closing  year.     A  con- 
^*^^^ drably  larger  outlay  in  repairs  has  been  necessarily  made  than 
^r^    X^revious  years ;  an  event  quite  likely  to  recur  more  frequently 
^^'^"""iafter.     One  room  has  been  vacated  since  the  first  of  April,  at 
expiration  of  its  lease,  and  is  still  unoccupied.     Otherwise  than 
,  there  has  been  no  change  except  a  small  advance  in  the  rent 
one  room. 


The  fifty  shares  of  stock  in  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road, of  which  frequent  mention  has  been  made  in  previous  repons, 
have  been  sold  for  nearly  four  thousand  dollars,  and  the  proceeds 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt.  In  July.  1880,  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  on  the  first  day  of  April  last  two  thousand  dollars, 
from  the  regular  income  of  the  house,  above  all  expeoses,  were 
used  for  the  same  important  purpose;  thus  reducing  this  oppres- 
sive liability  from  two  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  dollars  —  as  at 
our  last  annual  meeting  —  to  two  hundred  and  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars —still  threateningly  large  ;  stil!  compelling  the  strictest  economy 
in  all  outlays ;  still  urgently  appealing  to  the  able  who  are  loyal  to 
Congregational  principles  and  polit)',  speedily  to  help  in  its  total 
extinction. 

Strangers  and  friends  continue  10  visit  the  House  and  Library 
in  increasing  numbers.  The  great  convenience  of  the  former  to 
the  constituency  of  the  benevolent  societies  and  publishing  offices 
established  here,  and  the  varied  resources  of  the  latter,  arc  being 
more  and  more  appreciated.  Books  and  pamphlets  have  beea 
received,  mostly  as  gifts,  at  short  intervals  through  the  year. 
These  have  been  largely  duplicates,  affording  an  ample  basb  for 
exchanges  —  every  available  opportunity  for  which  has  been  im- 
proved, A  few  duplicates  have  been  sold,  from  the  proceeds  of 
which  a  little  over  one  hundred  volumes  of  newspapers  and  serials 
have  been  bound,  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  librarians  and 
readers.  Thousands  upon  thousands  of  valuable  pamphlets  would 
be  more  secure  and  accessible  if  they  could  be  bound.  Indeed. 
it  is  not  apparent  to  every  one  how  the  income  of  a  ten-thousand 
dollar  fund  could  be  more  usefully  employed  than  in  repairing 
and  binding,  so  as  to  preserve  these  now  exposed  materials,  and 
in  purchasing  the  books  and  pamphlets  indispensable  to  such  a 
library  as  this,  but  now  fast  passing  beyond  reach. 

Our  minutes  record  the  gifts  of  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four 
volumes  and  six  thousand  sevrin  hundred  and  twenty-two  pam- 
phlets, besides  newspapers,  manuscripts,  autographs  and  engrav- 
ings. It  is  but  just  to  recognize  here  the  continued  generosity  of 
Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  of  this  city,  in  gifts  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
and  in  suggesting  sources  whence  new  publications  can  be  secured. 
Prof  George  B.  Jewett,  of  Salem,  has  made  another  very  valuable 
donation  of  books  and  pamphlets  formerly  in  the  library  of  his 
uncle,  the  late  Rev.  George  Punchard.  Deacon  S.  Brainerd  Pratt, 
of  this  city,  has  given  the  ten-dollar  copy  of  the  revision  of  the 
New  Testament  and  a  copy  of  the  Memorial  History  of  Boston, 
four  volumes,  two  of  which  are  now  on  our  shelves.  Prof.  Heniy 
Cowles,  of  Oberlin,  has  completed  his  full  set  of  commentaries  on 
the  Bible,  sixteen  volumes  — a  very  acceptable  and  generous  gift  of 
a  most  excellent  work  The  Rev.  C.  L.  Goodell,  D.D.,  of  St. 
Louis,  has  contributed  most  liberally  both  books  and  pamphlets 
containing  the  local  history  of  his  city  and  State.  The  overflow 
of  pamphlets,  and,  to   some  extent,  of  books   that  come  to  the 


American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
Ck^pw^^egatumcUist,  has  continued  to  run  in  the  direction  of  our 
stftdvesy  largely  adding  to  our  resources. 

IT'iie  Library  has  lost  very  kind  and  constant  friends  in  the 
deoease  of  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  D  D.  and  Mr.  Abner  King- 
main  ;  both  of  whose  widows  have  sent  generous  gifts  from  the 
librsuies  their  husbands  left.  So  should  be  named  the  late  Hon. 
S.  14.  Stockwell,  of  Roxbury,  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  M.  Gilley,  of  Chel- 
sea., and  Miss  C.  H.  Whitman,  of  South  Abington,  as  among  our 
liberal  givers.  These  and  the  names  of  others  will  be  found  in 
tb^  list  of  gifts ;  for  all  of  which  cordial  thanks  are  justly  due  and 
t%^3.rtily  rendered. 

Tlie  departments  of  Local  History  and  Genealogy  have  been 
considerably  increased  during  the  year,  mostly  by  exchanges. 
N^/'bile  the  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library  is  not  quite 
large  as  last  year,  the  value  of  additions  has  probably  never 
greater. 

further  particulars  see  report  of  Library  Committee.     All 
h  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Isaac  P.  Langworthy,  Cor.  Sec. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


*IE  Committee  respectfully  report  that  the  Library  has  been 

^*^      taken   care   of  during  the   year.     It  has  been  largely  fre- 

^^^^^ted,  and  has  well  served  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  main- 

.  ^^^d.     Important  additions  have  been  made  to  the  rare  coDec- 

^^    of  books  and  pamphlets,  and  these  are  in  as  good  condition 

^     "^hey  can  be  while  we  have  no  more  money  to  expend  upon 

J^^^iing   and   repairs.      We   cordially   indorse   the    suggestion  of 

T^^     Librarian,  that  endeavors  be  made  in  some  way  to  provide 

?^    tiie  annual  expenditure  of  five  or  six   hundred  dollars  upon 

^^   binding  of  pamphlets  and  books  which  may  need  it,  and  upon 

^^^g  what  is  necessary  to  make  more  acceptable  the  treasures  now 

^^^  little  known,  and  out  of  reach  of  those  who  consult  the  Library. 

There  are  reported  to  be  in  the  Library  twenty-eight  thousand  one 

Viundred  and  thirty-five  bound  volumes,  of  which  six  thousand  one 

hundred  and  thirty-three  are  duplicates ;    leaving  in  our  regular 

series  twenty-two  thousand  and  two   volumes.     The   pamphlets 


exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  including  dupli- 
cates. Many  of  these  last  are  of  such  size  and  importance  that 
if  bound  they  would  be  classed  as  volumes.  The  net  increase 
during  the  year  has  been  five  hundred  and  eighty-six  volumes,  of 
which  ninety-four  were  duplicates.  Eight  hundred  and  thirty-four 
bound  volumes  and  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twen^-two 
pamphlets  have  been  given  to  the  Library—  mostly  duplicates  ;  and 
a  very  large  proportion  of  these  have  been  disposed  in  exchange. 

I.   O.    MEANS,  ;  ^ 

A.    H.  QUINT,!  <^<"«'^'»''- 


I 


J 


ATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


VolB. 

D.D.,  LL.D.,  Cambridge        . 1 

;.  A.,  D.D.,  PrinoetonTN.  J 

W.  P.,  Boxford 

d  S.,  East  Boston 

iah,  LL.D.,  Providence,  R.  1 3 

tiqoarian  Society,  Worcester        ...... 

rlum,  Hartford,  Conn. 

)le  Society,  New  York 

»ard  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Boston, 

pcrs 60 

Ionization  Society,  Washington,  D.  C.        .... 

»lonary  Association,  New  York 1 

ege,  Amherst 

rs.  Bufus,  Boxbury 

^logical  Seminary,  Andover 

.  B.  B.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 1 

jrl^  Boston 1 

'j.  w.,  D.D.,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Imith,  Lowell 

'.  C.  P.  F.,  Ph.D.,  Andover 

'.  William,  D.D.,  Beading 

k.  A.  C,  Providence,  B.  1. 

lel,  Chelsea 7 

Chelsea,  newspapers 

.C.C.,  Boston 

f.  W.  J.,  D.D.,  Auburn,  N.  Y 

3,  Beloit,  Wis. 

.  H.  8.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

v.,  Boston,  newspapers 

3.  K.,  Boston 1 

dated  Charities  of 1 

I  of  Trade '   .       .  3 

Ten's  Friend  Society 

jf 2 

Church .  1 

1  Committee 1 

Albert,  East  Boston 1 

P.  A.,  Melrose 

.  Flsk  P.,  Grinnell,  la 

^V.  T.,  East  Douglas 

wn  of  - .  1 

:.,  Crete,  Neb 

lenry  J.,  Satara,  India 1 

Asa,  Cambridgeport 

ubumdale 1 

F.,  D.D.,  Lyme,  Conn 5 

t.  A.  A.,  Chelsea 1 

r.  George  P.,  Westford,  Vt.  

ev.  C.  C,  Mont  Vernon,  N.  H 2 

iorge  W.,  Boxford  1 

Bcv.  J.  M.,  Grinnell,  la. 

,  Melrose  1 

of 

logical  Seminary,  Chicago,  111 

L  P.,  Sharon 

•ton 1 

B.,  Boston 

Donis,  D.D.,  Boston 

>lon,  Eric,  Penn 

V.  W.  R.,  Antrim,  N.  H 2 

al  Publiiiihing  Society,  Boston 10 

»seph,  Boston 1 


Pamph. 

1 
2 
a 

8 

2 

13 

1951 
7 

8 

710 

] 


1 
1 
1 
IS 
1 

26 
1 
8 
1 
1 
6 

83 


1 
2 
1 

1 

8 


2 
1 

10 

1 
8 
8 
2 
2 

13 
1 
1 


Codke,  Frol.  J.  P.,  Cambridce       . 
Cowlw,  Eov.  Henrj,  D.D„  Oborlln,  O. 
Cmne.  Key.  C.  B.,  D.D,,  Boilon    . 
Cnisbv,  Bon.  Nsthaa,  Lowell 
CnilckcliBnIiB,  AIlM  UaiTi  Cheleen 
CiUTlcr.  Eev.  A.  H..  Ljnn 


Rev.  CbrlBtupher,  D-D.^CunbrldcB     . 
...  — ».™  H»00YBr,  N,  H.      ,        .       , 

DstIb',  Ji»hD>  W*.,  BoatOD 

Dmd.  John  Ward.  Boitoa 

Denhain,  Htb.  OeoTse.  K«t  Biutoii     . 
Doitor.  Bev.  B.  M..  D.D..  Boston 
DorabOBtor,  Rev.  Diintel,  D.S.,  N*Uok 
DorcheBter.  KlrstCliarcb       .        .       .        .       . 
Dunbani,  Rev.  Ibhsb,  Bridgewater 


Durmnl.  AupuBti 
Duron,  E.  ¥..  Bi 


r,  Samuel,  Altleban 


jgor  Ma      . 
Edicell,  H.  M.,  St.  £nulB,  Ho.  . 
SeUa,  kev.  Myron,  Skokamlth,  \ 
Klliol.  Rot.  L.  H.,  Plttilord,  V' 
BllU,  Hot.  Oeoiva  K.,  D.D..  "■ 
Emery,  Ber.  S.  H.,  Taunton 
EsBBX  InBtllute.  8>lem    . 
Famiwonb,  Miai  Alice,  Button 
Femring,  A.  C,  Jr. ,  BoBlon 
Foliom,  A.  A..  Uoiton     . 
Fnuer.  Rev.  J.  G.,  HadlBon,  O. 
Fr^nob,  B,  V,.  Lynn 
Fuller.  Benjamin,  Bdbi 


GeruDld,  Rev.  Samuel  L.,  G^iITtlown,  K.  H. 
Gill.  Georgo  U,  Qulnoy  .... 

GUley,  Mra.  J.  k  M.,  (^belBBB 


Qoodell,  Bev.  C  L.,  D.D.,  fit.  I 
Grant,  Bev.  B.  H..  Mlddleboro 


Glouceuer,  Flnt  Parbh 
"—■-"  "—  C  L-.D" 
L  M..  Ml 

Green.' Tbomii.'ciielBi^a         ..........  I 

Greene,  Rev.  Samuel,  Soaule,  W.  T. 

GregSfV,  Hoi^  J.  j'.''k.,'Mar"blcheid     .'.'.'.'.'.        '.        '.  1 

Groton,  Tovrn  of 

Bamlln,  Rer.  Oyrua,  U.D.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 

Bsmmatl,  CbariesE.,  Jr.,  Kewport.R.] 3 

BArUlng.  Mm.  W.  M.,  CbeHea IS 

Hartfurd  Theological  Seminary,  Bnrtford,  Conn. 

Hnzen.  Rbt.  Henry  A.,  Aubumdalo 1 

Heacjlov,  Rev.  P.  C.,  Ooitcin           1 

Hill,  Uoo.  Hamilton  A.,  Boston I 

Hill,  MrB.  Lulber.  l^aBt  [lou^das 1 

Hill,  Mrs.  Mair  J.,  Kaat  DoueIss 1 

Hino,  Rev.  O.  t>..  LeliBuou,  Conn 1 

Hoadly,  O.  J.,  Harriorc],  Cunn 1 

ll(.nia8,'EoT."Henry  A.,  Albany,  S.  y.'       '.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Hood.  Kev.  Georgo  A.,  Ulnnuaiwlis,  Minn 

Hopkini.  Dr.  LewlB  S.,  Brldgewaler 

Uowe,  MlsB  E.  a.,  Dorobester 

HonoB,  J.  W^  BOi^ton 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  Sew  torlt 

UanneweU,Jamo!F.,  CbarloBtown 1 

HuleblDa.ItaaaT.,  West  KilUngly,  Conn 1 

Hyde,  Hon.  WUliara.  Wars 

JucltBon,  Eev.  Qflorge,  SwampBooH S 

Jarkaon,  Lenle  E.,  .Sen  York 

.lewett.  Prof.  George  B.,  Salem,  9  maps N 

Jowott,  Rev.  Bonry  E..  Oakland,  Col. 

jDhnaoD,  Rev.  Frank  A..  CbSBler,  V.  J 

Johnson.  Samual,  Jr.,  Bodtou 1 

KanBasStauHlBloricalSociotv,  Toi^ekn,  Kan 1 

Keyea.  George  W..  Olivol,  Mlnli 

Kingman,  Mrs.  Abae',  Boalon M 

Rlt«bel,Rov.B.D,  D.D.,Mllwanket<.  Wis 1 

L>ild,Bav.  U.O.,  Bopklnton 


II 

Vols.    Pam}h. 

a  than  A.,  Boston '.'i 

rs.  I.  P.,  Cbelsea 17 

.  D.,  Thompson,  Conn. 1 

I.  E.,  Macon,  Ga 1 

lomaa,  D.D.,  Proridenoe,  R.  1 88 

>8  A.,  Longwood S 

lemr,  Groton 2 

A,,  Sedalla,  Mo 1 

iraTdH.,St.Louis,Mo U 

nasa,  Portland,  Me. 2  17 

Romeo,  Mich. 1 

id 15 

v.,  Bay  City,  Mich. 1 

D.,  Georgetown 1 

ill,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 1 

ft.,  Boston 3  G4 

Board  of  Health,  Lnnaov  and  Charity    ....  1 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor  1 

Historical  Society,  Boston 1 

SUte  of 9 

ram,  D.D.,  Oberlin,  0 1 

mes  H.,  D.D ,  Dorchester  1ft  8S 

jrles,  Atkinson  Depot,  N.  H 2 

■mes  G.,  Davenport,  la I 

I.  T.,  Trumbull.  Conn.  .       .       .  ' 1 

A.,  Madison,  Wis 1 

orical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn S 

Boston 4 

illiam  H  .Hartford,  Conn. 3 

N.  J.,  I >.D.,  Springfield,  Mo S 

opold,  Boston 2 

union.  Me 1 

)  Seminary,  South  Hadley    . 1 

\  T.,  North  Adams 1  1 

listoric  Genealogical  Society,  Boston       ....  1 

«.  State  of 1 

,  Utica,N.  T 2 

imuel.  New  Haven,  Conn 1 

B.  F.,  Derry,  N.  H 6 

.  L.  1 

London,  Eng 1 

'a.  R.,  Groton 911 

enry  L.,  Dorchei^ter 1 

locn,  D.n«,  Bangor,  Mo 1 

G.,  Lexington 1 

tz  John,  Morristown,  N.  J 13 

lifiha  R,  Kingston,  R.  1 2  6 

srd,  BosUm 4  1 

H.,  D.D.,  Dover,  N.  H 11  90 

iry,  Newport,  R.  1 8 

liam.  Family  of,  Taunton 10 

;.,  Danvers 1 

iss  Nabby.  Stoneham 7 

IS.,  Rnyalston S 

aria  De  W.,  Bristol,  R.  1 8  2 

?.  11. ,  Williamstown S 

.  Edward  E.,  New  Haven,  Conn I 

hen,  Jr.,  Worcester 1 

illiam,  Burlington,  la. 2 

Chronicle      ' 1 

.,  Philadelphia,  Penn 1 

,  Wm1|>oIc,N.  H 1 

Columbus,  0 1 

Norman,  Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y 5 

/.,  Dorchester,  2  manuscripts -   11  H) 

ambridge 1 

R.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y '. 

S  ,  Montpeller,  Vt 1 

W.,  Andovcr  I 

.  C,  D.D.,  Andovcr I 

miel.  Boston  I  1 

'hilenia,  Stonelinin 2 

.,  Boston m  ItVI 

.  E.,  Aubumdalc 1  1 

H.,  D.D.,  Northflchl,  Minn 3 

>.D.,  Weld,  Mo. 1 


Volt    1 

Tirboi,  lt«V.  L  N.,  D.D.,  BoiUai 1 

lBrl<"'>  J*  HaiUoiiiLondDii.  Eng. * 

Tample,  Rev.  J.  H.,  rrnminghain 

Teanev,  A.  C,  Cbclua I 

Tenner,  BsT.F.  T.,SlTig'Sing,N.T II 

ThonuB,  E.  I.,  BrookllDB 1 

TbompMn.  Rer.  A.  C.  D.D.,  Boibury 

Trasi,  WiliUm  B.,  Dc.rcheiter I 

'Aumbnll,  Ser.  H.  Clay,  PbilBdrlpbiti,  Prnn 1 

Tnoker,  Bev.  J.  T.,  D.D..  Boslon P 

Tamer*  F»Ui  Biporier   ...  

Dnltad  Stale*,  Dopartmont  at  E 

Daltsd  SlatM  Falant  OKoe    .... 

United  aut«,  Treuary  Dopnitmeut 

WaldTDD,  tt'V.  ».  w.,  boitoa 

Walker.  Re!.  Geo.  Leon,  D.D.,  Kand.rd,  i  diid 

Warren  Street  Cbapel  AsBoclatian.  Hobioii 

Weiton,  EoT.  H.  C^  Sharon 

Wblnaan,  Mlia  C.  H.,  Soutb  Ablnnon 

Wbllnej,  R«T.  J,.  DHUgbler*  of,  Nawtoo  Cunti 

WblUlney.Rgr.E:.,  Washington,  D.C.      . 

WhltUeier,  Rev.  H.  E,,  JaokeonvlUo,  III. 

Wlleoi,  D.  W.,  BoeCon 

Wilder,  Hon.  Uarvhall  P.,  Doroboater 

Willoox,  ReT,  William  B.,  D.D.,  Maiden    . 

WUliamB  College,  WUIlanislown  . 

Winthrop,  tton.  R.  C.  Boslon 

WUoanifn  Hintorloal  Siaiety,  Uadison,  WD. 

Wonian's  Board  aC  Mlaalons,  Boiton    . 

Wood,  Banbolomen,  Nenton  Centre  , 

Wood,  Bei.  Will  C,  bclluatc 

WoodwBTd,I>r.A«libe1,  Franklin,  Conn.    . 

Tale  College,  Now  Haien,  Conn. 

Young  Men'a  Cbrlstlan  Aasoclation,  New  Turk 


'      BY-LAWS. 

Akticlk   I.     *rhe  exercises  of  the  annual  meeting  shall  be:  prayer;  hearing  the  report  of  the  Directors, 

other  ottxcers  havin};  reports  to  make:  action  upon  the  same;  the  election  of  officers;  and  the  perform* 
e  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly  come  before  the  mectinc 

Akr.  II.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  own  times  of  meeting,  as  their  judgment  of  the  best 
rests  of  the  Association  may  suggest,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  same.  All  their  meetings  shall  be 
ned  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting  of  the  Ass<icia:ion 
Anniversary  purposes  which  they  may  think  fit. 

A  I'.T.  III.  At  the  first  Uirector»*  meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  Chairman  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot, 
,  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee  bv  nomination  (each  of  three  members),  to  serve  respect- 
ly  for  the  year.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  e.tch  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  shall 
read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian,  shall  be  presented 
he  B*iard  for  action,  to  which  any  member  may  add  other  items. 

AkT.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
lociation.  and  sugcEest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as,  in  their  judgment}  its  welfare  requires. 

A  XT.   V.      The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  thsit  office. 
Akt.   VI.      The   Recording  Secretary  shad  make  full  record  of  whatever  business  is  transacted  in  the 
eiin^^,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
^t  attlte  r<'»oms  of  the  Association. 

Art.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  behinging  to  the  Association,  and  hold  the 
ne  at  the  disposal  nf  the  I  directors,  who  shall  also  define  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Assistant 
easurer  —  pavins  only  »uch  bills  as  h.ive  the  certified  approval  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Mnnitttee.  He  shall  re|xirt  the  state  of  the  Treatury  to  the  Association,  at  their  annual  meetings,  and  to 
e  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Aktici.'f.  I.  As  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  essentially  a  library  of  reference,  no  book,  pamphlet  or 
lanuscript  ^except  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  be  removed  from  the 
ibrary  room,  save  fur  the  purposes  of  binding  or  repair,  without  the  written  permission  of  one  of  the  IJbrary 
lomnnttee.  In  especial  cases,  the  Librarian  may,  on  hi-town  personal  responsibility,  loan  such  liooks  and 
amphlet.s  (and  such  only)  as  can  be  easily  dujilicated,  the  classification  having  been  made  by  the  Libnu-y 
^mmittee  ;  but  no  book,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  shall  be  loaned  fur  a  period  of  more  than  one  week,  without 
i  special  vote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

Aki.  T  I.  Persons  not  members  of  this  Association,  properly  vouching  their  respectability  to  the  Libra- 
rian,'on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  names  and  address  upon  the  I'/'ti/ort*  /i.wA  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  permission  to  consult  the  Library  during  library  hours,  subject,  as  to 
details,  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

.\kt.  Ill-  All  specially  valuable  books,  manuscripts  and  curiotities  belonging  to  the  Library  shall  be 
kept -jnder  lock  and  key,  and  shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  of  the  Librarian  or  his  assistants. 

Art.  IV.  All  book>  and  manuscripts  shall  be  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  made  accessible  to  the 
■se  of  persons  desiring;  to  consult  the  same. 

Akt.  V.  The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-days  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  I  >trector9(,  except  on  davs  of  public  obhervance. 

Af:r.  VI.  All  books,  tracts,  maps  and  manuscripts  beloiii^ing  to  the  Association  >hall  be  distinctiv 
marked  as  its  property:  and  any  such  book,  tract  ur  manuscript  that  shall  be  presented  to  the  Society,  shall 
bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

.\4T.  VII.  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  character,  should  such  become  the  property  of  the  Association, 
shall* be  kept  in  a  place  of  special  depostit,  and  consulted  only  under  such  reuulatiou^  as  bhall  he  prescribed 
by  the  Library  Coramrttee. 

Av-i.  VIII.  No  manuscript,  or  part  of  a  manuscript,  bclongmg  to  th«>  XsiMiciatiou  shall  bo  copied  or 
pabtished*  except  on  vote  of  the  Library  Committee ;  but  this  rult*  shall  nit  lie  construed  to  prevent  the 
publication  of  iiameA,  date^i,  and  like  memoranda,  ^^itluiut  such  special  |termi%>ion. 

Art.  IX.  The  Librari in  may  exclude  from  the  Library  any  per »ou  abiisiri);  the  privileges  thereof;  but 
such  persons  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Directors. 

THE   LIBRARI  VN. 

Artici.k  I.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  aU  bonks,  tracts,  maps,  |)icture«>,  curiosities,  manuscripts 
and  otJier  property  of  the  Association  appropritte  to  the  Libiarv;  sliaU  be  respon^ii-le  tor  the  proper  care, 
good  condition  and  good  order  of  the  same:  shall  cauie  to  be  made  and  kept  exai.t  and  perfect  cata!o;;ues 
of  each 'and  ail  of  them;  and  shall  do  whatever  may  be  in  hi.>  powor.  at  ,\\\  time-,  to  keep  safely,  and  add  to, 
the  collections  under  his  care  — all  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Couiinitt<;e 

.Akt.   II-     He  shall  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  these  CMlcctiotia  by  a  note  aildresscd  to  the 

donor. 

Akt.  Ill-  He  shall  report  at  each  stated  meeting  ot' the  Direot'ir-i  all  donations  nnde  t>i  the  Lih:arv 
since  the  last  meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  donors,  and  at  tin*  antni  il  meeting  •^liall  |>rr*scnt  a  statiinent 
of  th'^  priricipal  accessions  of  the  year,  with  due  mention  of  the  coikIi'.mii  and  in(>st  iire.-t^ini;  hcl'Is  'it  the 
Library,  and  »u«4g'-*sxions  of  any  action  thereon  deemc-.l  expydicnt. 

Akt.  I  v.  The  Libr.irian  shall  have  the  service  of  one  <r  in  ire  a>si't*nt*s,  and  on  s;i«;li  teri:i^  a<  !li«'' 
Librarv  Committee  may  recommend,  and  the  Director-.  app.>mt  and  <lvti;riii'iu  . 

*«f  r    V       In  order  to  secure  the  greatest  aitaiiial.-le  •atVty  in  the  uy.  of  the  5trui  t;:rf  on  win.  Ii  si>  r.i.. 


has  been  expended  to  make  thoroughly  fire-prot.f,  the  l.i:ir:triin    hi  I  be  l'.--M  pt-r-  .tii'..-  re  m..:!-.  .:•    t:  m 
every  iron  shutter,  with  the   extra  doors,  be  iir»arial.Iv  •'.lo'^i'd  .ni.l  M'cun-lv,  tititin;  .'.'-.r  i'.^  ,il!  ti.e  i-vn..  *. 


tJ-.V;- r,^v  liiiU*-  lie  be  there  in  pers<in.  or  by  his  .|..;i..tati*  •  an  I  h    •!..•:.  •:\  -rvi..-  -justa  -Ic  v. 
if^i.t..ra.>  ump  ^^^^   jjljrary  by  untrnstworthv  p..rso!.s. 

u»e  r>e  maae         ^^^  Hy-l^zws,  or  parts  of  Bv-l*a'*.<.  i'«»i  in  imin  >i.v  wii''  'i:.-  :..ri--.»'.i.r.  \tv  In 
A    ^*  viir       These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  .tny  rcj;.i:arl>  ;.i  !•  I  mc>  t.-.^  .^i"  tUe  .\- 
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no  ST  ON. 

AMERICAN  con(;i{K(;ati()Nal  association, 

CONOKEOATIOSAL    iroiMK. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


or    THE 


g^m^ifftn  <Si0ngviegntt0nal  ^$mMon. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF   MASSACHUSETFS. 

Im  the  1  'ear  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  FiftyFour, 

Ak  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives,  in  Genertsl  Court  Assembled,  and  by  the  anther  ity 
of  the  satne^  as  follows  :  — 

Skctiom  1.  Rufus  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  successors,  an 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Bostun,  for  the  porposc 
of  establishing  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  reli^ous  history  and  literature  of  New  England,  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societicii 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  tha 
fortyfourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Skct.  a.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  pgrposa 
aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollar*,  the  incooe 
whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes.  LApproved  by  the  Govemor»  Apr.  la,  1854.] 


Be  it  entwti'd^  etc.,  as  fallout's :  — 

Section  x.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  said 
corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold :  provided  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  rail 
estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  bt 
used  for  the  purposes  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  passed  April  twelfkh,  m 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  34,  iSsfiw] 


Be  it  enactt'd^  etc.  ^  as  follows  :  — 

SncTioN  I.    The  Congregational  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its  name,  and  to 

take  the  n:nne  of  the  American  Congregational  A-^sociation. 

Skct.  2.  In  addition  to  the  power^  heretofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  is  hereby  authorized  to  ds 
s>uch  acts  as  may  promote  ihe  interest  of  Con(;re^ati(maI  churches  — by  publishing  works;  by  fiirnishirg 
libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  pari&hrs.  churches,  and  Sal>bath>schiX>Is ;  promoting  friendly  intcrc  urse  acd 
cooperation  amon>;  i.'un>:regatioivil  niiniAters  and  churches,  and  with  other  denominations,  and  by  collecticf 
and  di"sbur»iuj;  funds  for  the  above  oImcci. 

Si    t.    :.     Thi>  act  <hall  lake  effect  on  its  passage.  (Approved  l>y  the  Governor,  May  10,  i.*'.4.^ 


fir  it  lu.t  /.•./,  /•'..,  •/.••    ',''', ':i>:  : — 

ShciU'N  I.  The  American  C«»nKre>;.itional  As.suciation,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hi  Id  real  sni 
l>ersonal  estate  to  the  <imoinit  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amouiit  tiia:  said 
corpcration  is  now   aut!»ori/ed  liy  law  to  hold. 

Skci'.  2.     This  act  sliall  take  effect  upon  its  pak>age.  |  Approved  by  the  Governor,  Feb.  24,  1S71.I 


CONSTITUTION. 

Akii.ii-  I  The  nanu-  «>f  tisiN  l>odv  <hall  be  the  Ami-.rican  C«jn». relational  AssociAriov. 
Aki.  II.  The  iil'ect  of  il>i«'  As-i><.ia(i»n  .-^Iia'A  be  to  hei  ore  the  erection,  in  the  C'ity  of  lloston,  r>t  a 
(,'..'N(.  i"..\in'K^i  H"! --K,  ;<;r  the  ni'-etiii>;s  of  the  'I'llv/ihc  accommo<Iatu)n  of  its  lil>rarv,  .ind  tor  tlie  for- 
•.her.ir.ce  of  ji>  general  p'irjK.ie.. ;  to  f.  ur.d.ind  ;m  rpetuaiea  library  of"  books,  ])ainphlet<(.  and  manuscri^:*,  .»nd 
a  roiletti"!;  ft  p  )rtnits  an'L  n  '.n  ••  of  t!.e  p-i^t .  and  to  do  whatever  else  —  within  the  limits  of  its  charter  — 
hal!  ser\f  to  i.lustr.i'.c  t'<.>n>;ic.atio:..il  l.:.«.;or\,  .itid  promote  the  general  interests  oi  the  Congre^atiotial 
c!i''.r<  lit-.. 

A    ..   Ill       '1 !  •     \s-.ui*>M    '••..li!  be  r-.ir.p.is  •  i  .>    iiMrnbers  ot  Orthodox  Congrcjjational  churclies,  pavirj 
••uli   o-.iC     .<    '..i:,  •  •    -loii     I,  !u   .;     '1  •     i-i.iv. 

.\-  ..    I\.      Ml    .:::i.(rs  ••;  ;l:i'.  \  ■.-•i.i'.j.ii   'i.i'.i  i:-   i  Tie  idei.t.  >nch  a  number  ot  Vice- F*re"»:dentv  .;?  the 

\  -.  .  •»ti;  :.       tv.  'r  -I  ;  '1.  n  •■    \.-.,r,  ••  i..  !.   1  (.">■:•    ^  'u:!'.!:...'  an.!  Rii»idinn  Secretary,  a  Librarian,   Tre-'.-urcr, 

A     .'ti'-!     1  f.;-.i'- ■.!..»:•  1     u.    A:.'    t.  !.      I  :u  ^-     .-■• .  r«  tar  i  •»,  I  il  r.iriai.,  ,«nd    I  reasurer,  with   fourteen    others, 

^  <■'.  b'- a  Ift'     ■«!   I':!.i!o'   ,  . 'i.o  -c"  Wit',  -.h:  ;;.  i;.-!  .il  ii.t   'ir-i-.  of  th-.*  Ansiji  tation,  live  of  vil.oni   >!;a".'  c-.-n- 

til  :••     1     .1' '         !  ■■   :!  •    tr.t:i....ct:  I   ! -J  ■■    •••  •>       I  Ji  .«.•.'    .  t  ".cerr.  -hall  be  ch•)^en   by   ballot   .it   the  anr.;:*! 

•   •-  **i;"..  > 

•\'' ■     V.      I '.ir     ti.:.'  .'    '•  .■.••i-;'    !  •'     !  .•  .i.i<    1  I    <.-;Tu    i-.  and  tor  oth»*r  bu-iiS'.'vs  aji;;r.>;ir'i.it      to  »v.ch 

:  ■  ■    "  •  '    ■•  '■  ■    .     ■     ■      ••  ■  W     'li- N.'..i%  in  Nli»\,  in  e.icli   ve.ir.  .it  f.\«  ".e 

•■       -        <•  ■         ..  '.      .    .    .1   ••    .  •.  .    ;•    -..r    Hr..ir.l  i.f    Directors.      I  !ie   air:aal   a-.l  a'l 

■■■'•••«'•  i  i-.   ;•'■      1.  '!  ■■•••t:.  !■    ::i-.-  <)nli-.lox   Congrcviational    wecklv  :ie«-ya;er* 

:  V     :  ■!•     1?    •  .  .     I.     .*.-.    r   ;■•    .•    ■.- 

\:  i     VI        11.  t  Ci.-i*::it.       II  iv         i!'«.ri-l  it   mv  anm:  i!  nceiing  by  a  vote  of  two-third-»  i-f  th- rnern- 
'■■•r     ■  r.    ••  •,  p:!  :  .    I.. I'       l.i\:i':    i -i  !•     wj  .>•    tj,,.  ;•.,:  ire    •:   ih.'  proposed  alteration  in  tl-.e  'all  v»r  tie 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BUSINESS   MEETING.  ^ 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregatumaiist)  was 
held  in  the  Congregational  House,  May  30,  1882,  at  12  m. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  was  called  to  the  chair.  Prayer  was 
offered  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  P.  Noyes,  of  Wilmington,  Mass. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  of 
the  Treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors 
for  publication  at  their  discretion. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
year: — 

President. 
S.  D.  WARREN,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

Pres.  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Prof.  George  B.  Jewett,  Salem,  Mass. 

Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Laurie,  D  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Barbour,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn, 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.D. ,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Hon.  Charles  G.   Hammond,  Chicago,  111. 

Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  D.D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

AsAHEL  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  William  Salter,  D.D.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Rev.  George  Mooar,  D.D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  D.D.,  Montreal,  Canada. 


I 


Directors. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  John  O.  Means,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Hon.  RuFUS  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 

Rev.  Nath.  G.  Clark,  D.D,,  West  Roxbury. 

Hon.  James  White,  Boston. 

Frank  Wood,  Dorchester, 

Rev.  Jos,  T.  DuRVEA,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Rev.  John  L.  Withrow,  D.D.,  Boston. 

Rev.  Jos.  B.  Cl^rk,  Dorchester. 

Marquis  F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Edward  A,  Studlev,  Esq.,  Boston. 

S.  Brainerd  PRA'n',  Esq,,  Boston. 

Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  West  Newton. 


Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Corresponding  Secretary,  Librai 


',  and  Assistant  Treasurer^ 


Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 


Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.   NOYES,  Wilmington. 


Auditor. 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea. 


There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 
Daniel  P,  Noves,  Recordii^  Secretary. 


THE  TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THK 

American  Congregational  Association. 


What  is  now  called  the  American  Congregational  Association, 
took  its  present  legal  form  May  25,  1853.  The  Rev.  Joseph  S. 
Clark,  D.D.,  was  its  first  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  its  inspir- 
ing genius.  In  June,  1857,  he  began  his  unremitting,  but  poorly 
rewarded,  services  in  behalf  of  the  Association,  and  continued  the 
same  until  his  much  lamented  and  all  too  early  death,  Aug.  19, 
1 86 1.  It  is  now  just  twenty  years  since  his  successor  was  chosen, 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  a  very  brief  statement  showing  the 
present  condition  of  the  Association  in  contrast  with  the  same 
twenty  years  ago,  in  a  few  leading  particulars,  would  be  appropriate 
in  this  twenty-ninth  annual  report. 

But  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  a  comparison,  never  so 
favorable,  —  if  such  can  be  made  to  appear,  —  in  no  wise  reflects 
upon  the  capability,  activity,  and  success  of  the  immediate  prede- 
cessor of  the  present  incumbent.  Dr.  Clark  laid  the  foundation, 
began  to  rear  the  superstructure,  and  outlined  the  plans  for  his 
successors,  who  must  have  been  inefficient,  indeed,  if  they  could 
not  show  marked  progress  in  the  varied  lines  of  Christian  work 
projected  by  the  founders  of  this  Association. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  twenty  years  ago  was  a 
time  of  general  depression ;  everything  was  at  the  darkest  in  our 
national  struggle  for  existence  —  money  scarce,  commanding  very 
high  interest,  business  stagnant,  rents  low,  very  low ;  to  which 
must  be  added  the  profound  indifference  of  our  churches  toward 
any  especially  denominational  efforts  or  objects :  against  all  of 
which  the  former  and  the  then-entering  Corresponding  Secretary 
and  Librarian  had  to  contend,  and  neither  of  them  have  ever  had 
a  dollar  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a  book. 

It  should  be  further  stated  that  the  first  six  years  of  the  present 
Corresponding  Secretary's  time  of  service  was  chiefly  occupied 
with  the  pressing  work  of  the  American  Congregational  Union, 
from  which  source  he  received  his  chief  support.  In  going  from 
church  to  church,  however,  in  different  regions,  presenting  the 
church-building  work  of  the  Union,  he  gladly  availed  himself  of 
many  opportunities  to  secure  valuable  books  and  pamphlets  for  the 
Library. 

The  first  real  estate  of  which  this  Association  was  the  owner, 
was  purchased  in  Chauncy  Street,  1857,  at  a  cost  of  $25,000.     The 


indebtedness  May,  i86z,  was  (20,186.81.  The  investment  proved 
a  very  good  one,  as  the  property  was  sold  a  few  years  afterward  j 
for  about  three  times  its  cost.  The  rents  of  the  Association  in 
i86a,  were  $987.71  ;  but  the  expenses  and  interest  exceeded  the 
income  by  some  hundreds  of  dollars.  Rooms  were  occupied  by 
three  of  our  smaller  benevolent  societies,  two  of  which  have  since 
been  merged  in  larger  organizations.  The  real  estate  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  i38i,  has  cost  something  over  (435,000,  upon  whicb 
there  is  an  indebtedness  of  $105,000.  The  rents  at  the  present 
time  are  just  $20,046,  which  pay  interest  and  close  running  ex- 
penses, leaving  a  surplus  of  between  {3,000  and  $4,000,  by  which 
amounts  the  indebtedness  is  annually  diminished.  Now,  all  our 
benevolent  societies,  having  offices  in  Boston,  occupy  rooms  in 
this  our  Congregational  House. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Clark,  and  the  non-appoint- 
ment of  a  successor  until  May,  1862,  there  was  no  report  upon  tho 
Library  that  year.  In  May,  1863,  there  were  just  3,497  books  ia 
our  regular  series,  and  284  duplicates ;  of  pamphlets,  a  close  cal- 
culation by  the  Library  Committee  estimated  15,000  to  30,000  in 
all.  The  Library  now  has  21,954  books  in  our  regular  series,  and 
6,265  duplicates,  giving  a  total  of  29,219  books,  and  over  128,000 
pamphlets;  showing  an  average  increase  of  over  1,200  books  and 
6,400  pamphlets  a  year,  for  twenty  years. 

But  this  bare  numerical  statement  fails  to  show  the  real  progress 
of  Ibis  Library.  A  little  detail  is  essential  in  specifying  certain 
classes  of  publications  of  most  importance  here. 

Take  those  which  relate  to  our  own  history,  polity,  and  princi- 
ples, and  which  might  be  called  Congregational.     In    1862,  Ie9» 
than  three  running  feet  of  shelf-room  would  accommodate    eveiy 
page  of  books,  and  pamphlets  included.     Now,  it  requires   quite- 
sixty  feet  forthis  purpose  alone      Of  the  7.250  titles    Dr.   Dextei — ' 
gives  in  his  "  Bibliography  of  Congregationalism,"  we  had  two  year^— 
ago  quite  one-third,  and  have  added  many  since,  some  of  which,  i^3 
not  unique,  are  very  scarce,  and  of  great  value.     In  1862,  less  than-* 
three  running  feet  of  shelf-room  gave  ample  space  to  everything"::; 

that  could  be  called   local    history,  including  historical,    quarter 

century,  and  centennial  sermons,  and  all  such  like ;  now,  fiilLM 
seventy-eight  feet  of  running  shelf  room  is  required  for  this  depart-  — 
ment,  and  it  is  almost  daily  increasing.    Then,  we  had  not  a  single  ^ 

genealogy  ;  now,  we  have  a  complete  set  of  the  "  Genealogical  Reg 

ister," —  thirty-five  volumes  bound,  itself  a  thesaurus  of  genealogicalff 
and  biographical  lore ;  also  182  genealogical  volumes  and  io6^* 
pamphlets,  among  which  are  some  of  the  most  elaborate  and  J 
expensive  genealogies  ever  published  in  our  country. 

In  commentaries  upon  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  other^3 
important  biblical  works,  we  have  increased  more  than  fivefold,.^ 
though  still  greatly  deficient  in  what  ought  to  be  available  here. 

in  reports  of  religious,  humane,  philanthropic,  and  literary  or-   — 
ganizations,  there  has  been  great  enlargement.     These  occupy  «nd 
nearly  till  an  entire  alcove,  and  are  often  consulted. 


So  in  church  manuals,  and  catalogues,  and  class  histories  of 
colleges  and  other  institutions  of  learning,  the  increase  has  been 
manifold. 

Then,  we  h^d  not  one  of  the  volumes  of  our  own  religious  papers 
approximating  completion.  Now  we  have  full  files  of  the  Boston 
Recorder^  the  oldest  religious  paper  in  the  country,  the  Congrega- 
tionalist^  the  New  England  Puritan^  and  the  Advance^  all  bound  and 
accessible ;  and  an  essentially  complete  set  of  the  New  York  Ob- 
server^  complete  set  of  the  Independent,  and  many  volumes  of  the 
Congregational  youmal,  Vermont  Chronicle^  Christian  Mirror^  and 
other  religious  papers. 

In  1862,  our  valued  treasures,  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts, 
autographs,  portraits,  and  engravings,  were  in  an  insecure  building, 
exposed  to  fire  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  dampness  and  mildew  on 
the  other ;  while  now  we  apprehend  no  danger  from  either  of  these 
sources. 

At  present,  many  times  as  many  persons  as  in  1862  consult  our 
books  in  search  of  theological,  biographical,  and  historical  knowl- 
edge,  and  very  rarely  search  in  vain. 

Now,  while  this  review  gives  pleasing  evidence  of  progress,  and 
thus  encouragement  for  more  persevering  efforts  for  enlargement 
in  every  useful  direction,  it  yet  leaves  abundant  room  for  renewed 
and  continued  exertions  to  gather  whatever  is  available  that  would 
be  helpful  to  this  Library. 

It  may  be  /mentioned  in  this  review  that  but  two  of  the  present 
members  of  this  Board  were  in  office  in  1862,  and  only  one  of 
these  has  had  an  unbroken  connection  for  this  entire  period.  But 
notwithstanding  the  changes  in  this  Board  of  Directors,  the  pur- 
poses and  spirit  of  the  founders  of  this  Association  have  been  per- 
petuated in  their  successors,  and  the  I^ibrarian  has  found  among 
them  not  only  kind  and  good  advisers,  but  liberal  contributors  to 
our  shelves. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter  has  placed  this  Association  under  pecul- 
iarly great  obligations,  by  the  very  generous  gift  of  326  books  and 
1,410  pamphlets,  containing  more  that  is  in  the  line  of  our  special- 
ties, new  here,  and  of  marked  value,  than  has  ever  before  been 
received  from  any  one  source  in  this  country. 

The  Hon.  Chairman  of  this  Board  has  placed  upon  our  shelves 
"The  History  of  Marlboro,  N.  H.,"  and  purchased  from  our  du- 
plicates, for  Drury  College,  an  essentially  complete  set  of  the  old 
Boston  Recorder^  18 16-1867,  fifty-one  volumes  bound,  and  nearly 
a  complete  set  of  the  New  England  Puritan,  also  between  covers,  — 
a  double  charity,  —  helping  materially  our  altogether  too  meager 
librar}'  resource,  and  at  the  same  time  furnishing  to  that  South- 
western Congregational  College  an  invaluable  treasure  of  Congre- 
tional  and  historical  lore.  These  papers  were  the  generous  gift  of 
the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  E.  P.  Marvin,  D.D.,  of  Wellesley. 

S.  Brainerd  Pratt,  Esq. ,  who  gave  the  Association  last  year  the 
elaborate  '*  History  of  Boston,"  now  complete  in  four  volumes,  has 
generously  contributed  a  copy  of  the  *' Codex  Vaticanus,"   and 


"Codex  Alexandrinus,"  neatly  bound;  also  two  of  the  four  vol- 
umes of  the  "  Commentary  of  Strabo  "  of  the  fifth  century,  issued 
in  1480,  in  original  binding,  metal-plaled  and  chained;  probably 
the  first  commentary  on  the  whole  Bible  ever  printed  with  mov- 
able types.  The  plates  were  restored  by  the  giver  at  a  beaiy 
expense.  The  two  remaining  volumes  will  doubtless  be  forth- 
coming in  due  time. 

Dr.  Samuel  A  Green,  Mayor  of  Boston,  keeps  this  Librarj-  in 
generous  remembrance  by  frequent  calls,  and  gifts  of  books  and 
pamphlets,  besides  aiding  in  very  helpful  exchanges. 

To  Gyles  Merrill,  Esq.,  of  Haverhill,  Mass  ,  this  Board  is  under 
especial  obligations  for  10  very  rare,  valuable  books,  and  55  pam- 
phlets of  early  date  ;  all  filling  important  places  otherwise  vacant  here. 

The  Hon.  Leopold  Morse  has  very  kindly  forwarded  8  vol- 
umes of  Congressional  documents,  and  promises  future  gifts  of 
forthcoming  issues. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
continues  to  send  to  our  shelves  redundant  copies  of  publications, — 
of  books,  49  volumes,  and  632  pamphlets,  —  materially  increas- 
ing our  stores. 

In  like  manner  the  Congngattonalist  adds  to  our  resources  this 
year  29  volumes,  and  870  pamphlets,  furnishing  us  with  many  fresh 
issues  from  the  press,  which  would  be  little  likely  otherwise  to 
reach  our  shelves. 

From  many  other  sources  books  and  pamphlets  have  been  gener- 
ously contributed,  the  acknowledgment  of  which  will  be  found  on 
following  pages. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  joy  that  at  length  we  have  a  beginning  of 
a  fund  for  the  Library.  A  gift  for  this  purpose  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Ebenezer  Alden,  M.D.,  of  Randolph,  of  $500,  has  beeo 
received  by  the  hand  of  the  Rev.  E.  K.  Alden,  D.D.,  and  the 
income  of  which  is  now  being  used  according  to  the  intent  of  the 
kind  donor. 

In  general,  it  may  be  truthfully  affirmed  that  in  no  one  previous 
year  has  this  Library  received  so  much  that  is  of  special  value  as 
in  the  twelve  months  now  closing.  Few  know  the  wealth  of  re- 
sources for  the  historian,  the  theologian,  and  statistician  found  now 
in  this  Library.  And  yet  it  has  but  touched  the  borders  of  its  pos- 
sibilities. It  is  quite  certain  that  there  are  still  existing  many 
books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  and  engravings  in  out-of-the-way 
places,  of  priceless  value  here  ;  some  little  cared  for  where  they 
are,  and  so  have  little  care,  and  hence  are  being  destroyed,  or  are 
being  picked  up  by  speculators,  and  held  for  fancy  prices  ;  not  a  few 
of  which  could  be  obtained  and  placed  here  if  a  comparatively  few 
hundreds  of  dollars  could  be  made  available  for  that  purpose.  The 
here- and-th ere  one  that  can  be  secured  by  generous  gifts  more  than 
suggests  what  might  be  secured  by  diligent  search  with  reasonable 
remunerative  means  in  hand;  and  thus  there  might  be  gathered 
within  these  fire-proof  walls  what  our  churches  want,  and  the  world 
wants,  and  will  more  and  more  want  as  time  passes  on. 


It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  add  that  all  our  available  room  is 
noiMT  occupied  at  fair  rentals,  except  the  corner  store,  from  which 
something  more  may  be  hoped  for  ere  very  long.  An  outlay  of 
four,  or  possibly  five,  hundred  dollars  is  now  indispensable  upon 
window-blinds,  window-frames,  and  sashes,  and  upon  the  walls  of 
some  of  our  larger  rooms.  Taken  all  in  all,  this  Board  sees  light 
aiiead,  and  can  commend  the  objects  of  this  Association  to  its 
successors  with  the  assured  hope  of  a  more  prosperous  future. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Directors. 

Isaac  P.  Langworthy, 

uhr.  Sect,  and  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


The  Librarian  reports  the  number  of  bound  volumes  to  be  29,2 19 ; 
a^n  increase  of  1,084  during  the  past  year.  The  duplicates  num- 
ber 6,265  volumes.  There  have  been  given  by  friends,  1,057 
^ooks,  and  5,675  pamphlets :  in  fact,  nearly  all  the  books  added 
have  been  by  gifts.  We  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
^nds  will  be  at  our  disposal  for  the  purchase  of  books  which  ought 
to  be  in  this  important  Library,  but  which  are  not  likely  to  be 
&iven  to  us. 

In  this  year's  report  of  the  Librarian  will  be  found  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  Library,  its  growth  from  a  very  small 
"^ginning,  and  what  is  needed  and  may  be  hoped  for  the  future. 
*^  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  what  Dr.  Langworthy  has  said, 
jy^  cordially  commend  to  all  friends  of  the  Society  the  suggestions 
"C  has  made  about  the  Library. 

J.  O.  MEANS,  )  r.^^iif.. 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, )  ^^^«'^'^^- 

Boston,  May  30,  1882. 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


r.  F.  R,  Dorebeeter 
t.C.  A.,  D.D,,  Prtnoetoo,  M.  J. . 


A  Idea,  B8T.  K.  K.,  D,l).,  Bugloi 


..  _  .  b.D.,  New  Orlesoi,  La. 

AmericiiD  ADllqluu-lBn  SocIbi^,  WoneBter 

Amsiiean  Board  ol  GommltiilotieTi  tot  FoctSKH  UliatOlU,  BmIOD, 

navipaperi 

Amertcui  Bome  If  iulannrr  aoolety.  Now  Tock 

AmarloanHliilonu';  AisocliUon,  New  York 

Ambenl  Collen,  Arnbem 

ADBlentvidllononble  Artillery  Compajij,  BoatOD      .... 

AndavBrTlieolairloaJ  Semiiuiry,  AndOTer 

Anthony,  Ber.  Oeorge  N.,  Boatoii 

Atklnton,  ReT.  Georgg  H.,  D.D.,  Portlaad,  Ors. 

Ayer,  Rev.  r.  D.,  Coaeord,  N.  H.        ........ 

nanoD,  Bev.  Leonartl,  D.D.,  New  Haien,  Caan. 

Baker,  Rev.  Bmltb,  D.D.  Lowell 

Bangor  Theologiaal  Seminary,  Bangor,  Me 

BaiTowB.  BfV.  J.  B..  Cbicago,  III 

Barrua,  Biram,  Boadinf: 

Boaaed.  Saniuel,  Cheliea 

Beal,  Ueorge.Newtoa  HlgtilandSi  nswijiapen 

Beallev,  Aire.  Ralpli,  Ubeleea 

" — lit,  Kev.  H  fi    NashvUlo,  Tann 


Bodwetl',  Rer'.  I.,  ciifton  Sprli 
"  -  TbomaaM.,  Suring] 
oolatod  Chnriu—  - 


EeT,  Tbomaa  M.,  Suringileld.  Vt. 
-    ■—-'-'--■ -inrruea  of  .       . 

■rSn|-lj.ty   '        ; 


Bowiloiii  ( 

buvil,  !!.■       p-    -      1        -  ■    n 

Bu'i;l.ii  ..  ■■  '    ('.^[jrlngflelil 


Butlerfleia,  llev.  11.  CJ..  ri.li.,  Olivet,  MiDh. 

^^,  GHiinuu,': 

Hvdo  Farli,  1 
r,  Bronklyn,  S 


CbaulD.  C  N.,  Melroae 

Chipman.  Rev.  It  M.,  Hydo  Park,  1  manoeoript 


Claiip.J.B.. Boston       .... 

Clark.  Rev.  F.  G.,  Glonoeslor 

Clark.  Hev.J.  IV,  lli>«t'in 

Cocliran,  Rev.  W,  R.,  Aiilrim,  N.  H 

Ciiloaworthy.  D.  C  ,  Boston 

CaDgregatlonaJ  PnbiliiblnB  Souletr,  Bolton  .... 
CoDgrcgatiODal  Uelon  of  EiisUuii!  and  Walea,  London,  Eng. 
CoDDccUout  Theologloal  InsiliuM.  Barctard    .... 

Cooley.  O.  W.,  Cbicago,  111 

Cotton,  Ulu  MailbB.  South  Bostoa 

Crane,  BoT.  Oliver,  D.D.,  UorriAlown,  S.J.     . 

CruH.  Jvnea  U.,  Wealerly,  B.  I 

Cuihlng,  Hon.  Ainlro'v.lfoaion 


Doaofl  CiUcgc,  CreLe.  Seb.    . 

Dole1\  B?,™IKifiburB  ."      .' 
Uorchsiter,  Danle],  D.D.,  NaUuk 
DooKtaaL  MIm  B.  E.,  Walerford.  Ho. 
Duraol,  Auguatui,  Uetroae  . 
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F.,  Boston 

Bangor,  Me. 

ikokomlsh,  W.  T 

dwell 

Joseph,  Andover 

Salem 

E.  T.,  St.  Jolmsbiiry,  Vt 

ah  B.,  newspapers 

lliam  P.,  Brunswick,  Me. 

v..  FishervUle,  N.  H 
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P.,  Jersey  Cltv,  N.J 
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Silyanus,  Globe  Village 

A.,  Aubnrndale,  1  manuscript        ..... 

K.,  D.D.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Llton  A.,  Boston 

J.  C,  D.D  ,  Portland,  Me 

iriam  B.,  Cambridge 

L.  B.,  Rockport 

ITilliam  S.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 

lea,  Boston 

S.,  East  Hampton,  Conn 

).  R.,  Boston 

E.,  New  York  City 

C,  Manistee,  Mich 

■njamin  R.,  Amesbury 

e«»rge  B.,  Salem 

rrank  A.,  Cliester,  N.  J 

Abner,  Host<m 

ohn  C  ,  Handolph 

nthan  A.,  Boston 

r,  V.  A.,  Chelsea 

rs.  L  P.,  Chelsea 

lomas,  D.D  ,  Providence,  R,  1, 

.  E.  A.,  D.D.,  Marblehead 

.  John,  Cambridge 

erett  E.,  Haddam,  Conn 

C.  L.,  Beechwood 

storical  Society,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.     .       ^ 

W.,  Belchcrtown 

Vm.  A.,  Cambridge 

Boston 

.  P.  Charlestown 

R.,  Boston 

Bible  Society,  Boston 

Board  of  A  g'riculture,  Boston 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  I^abor,  Boston    .... 

Historical  Society,  Boston 

Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 

State  of*       .*       .*       .       .*       .'       .*       !       .*       .*       ! 

Stale  Library 

O..  Worcester 

Atkinson  Depot,  N.  H 

1,  Amesbury 

ation  Committee  of  town  of 

J.,  Dighton 

illiam  H„  Hartford,  Conn 

L,  Boston 

N.  J..  D.D.,  Springfield,  Mo 

?opold,  Boston 

I  C,  New  York  City 
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OborllD  Col  lege.  Ol 


Ft  Wutil  Mannfaclnr 


OsliorDe,  Bui.  C  P..  Bnnronl.  Conn. 
P«rk.  Kev.  W,  E.,  OlunersTllle.  N.  Y. 
Pannelee,  Kbt.  U.  P.,  Krsnjom,  Tiirkef, 


POTIct.  Oeii  Fllz  John,  Morrlitawn,  H.  J. 

Prnw.  d.  Brjilnerd,  Boalon 

PrIncetoD  ThBological  BemlnBry,  Priuceton,  N. 

Putnam.  F.  W.,  (^mbrirlgB 

Quint,  Rev.  A.  II.,  O.D.,  Dover,  N.  B. 

Keed.UeurEs  B.,  ItoaUiD 

Koblilns,  lira.  Jmeuli,  East  Boston    . 

Hoot,  George  W.,  H»rl(ora.  Conn. 

Bunoels,  Hey.  M.  T.,  SanbonitOD.  74.  H. 

SalQ.Jolin,  Chclra        .... 

Simpton,  KtT.  C.  C,  Feinbroke,  N.  H. 

Schenk.  ftpT.  Wm.  K.,  D.D.,  Piai*deluble 

fii!huTl«r,  tWv.  M.,  U.b,.  St.  Loala,  Mo. 

BugnTU,  iJiirtOD  A.,  Uibiidge  . 

Sharp.  Dra.  J.  C,  Daroheater 

SI*fier,  Hov,  Kdmuna  ¥..  BobIod 

Smith,  Bailer  Ferrv,  Brookllne 

Smith.  B«v.  C.  9.,  Uonlpeller.  Vt 

Smith,  n«>.  Eilwin  S.,  South  BnOntree,  1 

Bmltb,  (jeotxe  P.,  Buaton 

Spear,  Bov.  C.  v..  PlltiBoM  . 

Stlnuon,  Rev.  H.  A.,  Worucstet  . 

Stone,  MrB.  B.  P..  Cheltea    . 

Tappan,  Kev.  D.D.,  Weld,  Me.    . 

Taibni,  Rev.  I.  N.,  D.D.,  Boiton, 

Tarlelon,  Bov.  J.  W.,  WaTorlv     . 

Taylor,  Rev.  3.  HudKon,  tAndon,  Eng. 

Taylor,  Bflv.  J.  P..  New  London,  Conn. 

Teele,  ReT.  A.  K.,  D.D..  UillOQ   . 

^alober,  Vn^  Hj^^^  Wuioheater,  nowep'iiiei 


Hiauher,  Frit.  Tbomaa 
Thayer,  Dr.  C.  P.,  Biirlin 
Thayer,  Rev.  Will  Ism  M. 


„  Mew  faaren, 

iglon,  VI.       . 


in  kiln 


Tnckar,  Hov.  J.  T.,  D.d'  Bosloi 

Tyler,  Mia.  Jerome  W.,  Brookll.  . 

Unloii  ThoologlcaL  Semloiiry,  New  York  City 

United  Statu Itureau  ot  Kduosllon.  Waiblngi 


S£< 


!d8Lah:>WarUoun 


AgrioiiUxire,  vfSl 
Doparlment,  Waihlngton. 


Warron,  Dr.  J.  CDllIni,  ituslon   . 
—        1,  Wlllium  «■    ^    ■ 


Wellington,  Her.  __.. _ . 

Wheaton  Femalo  Seminary,  nuj  wiu  . 
Whllaker,  Bev.  Epher.  Sonlbold,  N.  T.  . 
Wbittlsioy,  Rev.  K.,  Wnihingtoa,  D.  C.  . 
Whittleaey,  Hov.  M.  K..  JsckBonvUle,  111. 
Wilder,  Hon.  M.  P.,  DorchoBter  . 
Wilklni,  Dea.  S.  C,  Boeuiii  .... 
Wllaon,  Bev.  J.  R.,  D.D.,  Wiluiliigwti,  N.  C. 


Wlnthr0[v  Hon.  R.  C,  Buaton 


utigman,  Dr.  David,  BoBLon 


BY-LAWS. 


AyTi  "LE  !•  Thr  exercises  of  the  annual  nteeting  sh.»ll  be  :  prayir;  hearing  the  report  oi  the  Directors, 
and  othur  oiticers  having  reports  to  make :  action  upon  the  same:  the  election  of' utHicers ;  ami  the  pertorui- 
ance  ot  sucli  ottier  iniMness  as  shai!  pruperlv  coinc'  befurr  the  meeting. 

Akt.  II.  The  nirecturs  shall  prescribe  th^'ir  own  times  of  meetings,  a^  their  juilgincnt  i>f  the  1<e*it 
interests  of  the  Association  may  sugge>t,  and  the  method  of  caliin);  the  same.  All  their  ine('iin;;s  sli.ill  be 
opened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  apiioint  and  order  any  )>ub!ic  meeting  ct*  the  Association 
tor  Anniversary  piii  poses  which  they  may  thmk  fit. 

Akt.  III.  At  the  fir^t  I)ircctor5'  meetint;  alter  thoir  appf>intment,  a  Chairman  shail  be  chosen  bv  ballot, 
and  a  Financi-  Ci>mmittee  and  [jbrarv  Committee  bv  nomination  icach  of  three  member:^),  to  serx'c  respect- 
ively l':>r  the  year.  Immediately  atter  the  opening  of  cac'i  meetmg  the  minutes  of  the  pr('Vlou^  nieeiint;  shnll 
be  rcA'L.  and  a  «lockut  ot  business,  prepared  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian,  shall  be  presented 
to  tbi^  I'.oard  for  action,  to  which  ^ny  member  may  add  other  items. 

Akt.  I  V.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  duings  for  the  vear  at  each  annual  mceiin);  tif  the 
Assr.ciatiop..  and  suggest  such  measures  fur  the  action  of  the  body  as,  in  their  jud-zment,  n*  «elf  ire  reiiuircs. 

Akt.    \'.       riiu  Coiresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that  oti'iCN 

Akt.  VI.  The  Recording  Secretary  nhall  make  full  record  of  whatever  bn''ine>«  is  transacted  in  the 
meeting^t  both  of  the  Asso(.iation  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book  provided  for  tliAt  purpose,  and 
kep:  at  the   rr>oniA  of  the  Associaticm. 

Akt.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association,  and  hold  the 
san:e  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors,  who  shall  also  define  the  duties  anl  responsdiilities  ot  the  Assistant 
Tre.£j«uror  —  paying  uuly  such  bills  as  have  the  c^rtiHed  approTal  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance 
CoiriKitttce.  Ilr:  sha'l  report  the  state  of  the  treasury  to  the  Association  at  their  annual  meetings  And  to 
the   Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

or  THE  LIBRARY. 

AfcTtci.ij:  I.  ^\s  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  essentially  a  library  of  reference,  no  book,  pamphlet, or 
tnaTiu^crlpt  (except  as  hereinafter  provided^  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  (>r  be  removed  from  the 
Ub-rary  r<'>ont,  save  for  the  purposes  of  binding  or  repair,  without  the  written  permi-si»n  of /me  ot  the  Library 
Committee.  In  especial  cases,  the  Librarian  may,  on  his  own  pergonal  rei^ponsibility,  loan  such  books  and 
pamphlets  (and  such  only)  as  can  be  ea'»ily  duplicated,  the  cla^sificatitm  having  been  made  by  the  Library 
Committee  ;  but  no  b«>ok.  pamphlet,  or  manuscript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than  one  week,  without 
a  spcc:Al  vote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

Ar7.  I  !•  Persons  not  members  ot  this  Association,  properly  vouching  their  res(>ectability  to  the  Libra- 
rian* cm  paynicnt  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  names  and  addre-*'.  upi>ii  the  /  'i\:ti*rs*  Iio.>k  to  be 
kej.t  for  that  purpose,  &h. ill  have  full  permission  to  consult  the  l^ibrary  during  library  hours,  subject,  as  to 
detail*,  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

Ak  r.  III.  AH  specially  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  and  curio«ities  belonging  to  the  Library  shall  be 
kc(.'t  under  lock  and  key,  and  shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  ot  the  Librarian  or  his  assistants. 

A  K7.  I  V.  All  books  and  manuscripts  shall  be  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  lie  made  accessible  to  the  use 
of  persons  desiring  to  consult  the  same. 

Art.    V.      The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-days  during  su  h  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 

rd   of   I.^i rectors,  except  on  days  of  public  observance. 

AicT-  V"I.  All  books,  tracts,  maps  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  .Assnci.ition  shall  be  distinctlv 
■larlced  a..«  its  profterty;  and  any  such  book,  tract,  or  manuscript  that  shall  be  presented  to  the  Society,  <-liall 
bear  rotice  ot*  the  fact,  with  the  name  i>f  the  donor. 

_\\-T.  VI  I.  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  character,  should  such  !<i.'conie  the  property  of  the  Association, 
shall'  be  kep*:  in  a  place  of  special  deposit,  and  con&ulteil  only  under  su<-h  regulations  as  -hall  be  prescribed 
by  the    I-ibr.-*ry  Committee. 

/^■iT.  VIII.  No  manuscript,  or  part  of  a  manuscript,  beloi.ging  to  the  .'\«so(i.(ti.>n  shall  be  copied  or 
cubii-^hecit  except  on  vote  of  tbu  l*ibrary  Committee:  but  this  rule  sh.ill  not  b«*  construed  to  prevent  thf 
pubhcttion   of  names,  dates,  and  like  memoranda,  without  such  speti.il  pcrii.is^ioii. 

\\^t-i-.    IX.      The  Librarian  may  exclude  from  the  Li!>rary  any  person  al»u^;ng  the  iirivile}.'.i*s  th:reof;  but 
such  person  »!iall  have  th«;  right  of  appeal  to  the  Directors. 

THE  LIBRARIAN. 

Xf^xicu^    I*      J'lic  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  brioks,  tricts,  inap*^,  piciures,  riiriositics,  niaiiuscriprs, 

an  J  •'•tlier    pri'pcrty  of  the  Association  appropriate  to  the  Library:  shaii  be  r»-spun«i' !e  tor  tin:  proper  c-iri*, 

»"cor.diti*»nt  antl  gc»od  <»rder  of  the  same  ;  -ihall  «a«ise  to  be  madt ,  and  kept  exact  and  pert»»  t,  c.ita!t'.'u»-s 

"  ea  *h  and  all  ot"  them  :  and  shall  do  wh.itexer  inav  be  in  his  power,  at  all  tiine«,  to  keep  satfly,  and  add  to, 

liie  col *cct ions  under  his  care  —  all  under  the  direction  of  th-.-  Library  Committee. 

StV.    II*       ^^'^  ahall  acknowledge  every  donation  in.idc  t  >  these  C'llectiuns  by  a  note  addr«'«.sed  t<»  tli»: 

*lc.nr#r.  U^  ahall  report  at  each  stated  mrctirj  ot  tli.r  rjire«  tors  a!',  d-matixiis  nnd»-  to  the   l.il.r.iry 
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*"*»         .    r  •  r,.  ».<.»-4^>;i»licd  in  tl»c»e  BvLiA-.  r  .-. -^  .  i   :  •   •..•    .    a 

|.  .or ■.>«••- f-^ '''';■' '^j.^-.;;  .^,;,s    and  other  .'die.;:... r...     H-  ..       .    .  •    *   ..  r 

C:  XT.-'.  >:••!•*       •  ^  .  ^  there  in  p»:rson,  -.t    jv  I    •    •• ..  t  ■•  • ,  i: 

•.Kc  V'l^-'^'>V''''*f "ri,:.    I.il.rary  by  untru-'w   rti.v  :.■.    • 
u*v  !•«  •■"\:^j"'    .\jf  j:v-I-«ws,  or  parts  ..:   |.v-L..%..      ..'.-.      .  ..    • 

A»-. T.    /;.*ij        'J'Istre    Hy  Laws  inav  b^  i.-<c  .•.■.•••  .i- ••      v  •  .'.•     .1 
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The  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BUSINESS    MEETING. 


The  thirtieth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Conmgational 
association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  CangregatunujUist)  was  held 
I   th^  Congregational  House,  May  29,  1883,  at  12  m. 

Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost  was  called  to  the  chair.  Prayer  was 
fiered  by  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron,  Boston,  Mass. 

Ilie  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Tlie  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  of 
^    Treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors 

Publication  at  their  discretion. 

'J. 'he  Constitution  was  amended  in  Articles  III.  and  VI.,  as  found 

second  page  of  cover. 

IThe  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
tr  r  — 

President. 
S.  D.  WARREN,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

Pres.  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dea.  Ezra  Farnsworth,  Boston,  Mass. 

Prof.  George  B.  Jewetf,  Salem,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Laurie,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Barbour,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  D.D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.D.,  Jacksonville,  III. 


^AVfCPX  T.   3WOW.    BsQ., 


f^i^tfi^  Setrgtmry. 

Hf^.  t»Afift.i.  r.  sorts. 


Au4Uffr, 


'thttf  Mtifi  h't  tmthut  tfUftfneM  the  meeting  « 

tUMlUL  P.   NoYEa,  Recor^xg  Setrtamry. 


THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF   THE 

.merican  Congregational  Association. 


N  presenting  their  Thirtieth  Annual  Report,  the  Directors  of  the 
rrican  Congregational  Association  wish,  first  of  all,  to  announce 
Lose  interested  in  its  welfare,  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  second 
tgage  note,  originally  $50,000,  has  been  paid  within  the  year 
closed.  This  leaves  the  first  mortgage  only  as  a  lien  upon  the 
te  unreduced.  Of  the  amount  secured  to  make  the  payment 
re  named,  more  than  one-fourth  was  saved  from  the  income  of 
s,  over  the  interest  on  all  indebtedness,  besides  paying  for  re- 
5  and  necessary  running  expenses. 

But  that  the  present  altogether  too  heavy  an  incumbrance  should 
uffered  to  remain,  thus  precluding  even  the  possibility  of  add- 
to  and  improving  the  Library,  as  its  necessities  urgently  de- 
id,  is  not  creditable  to  the  good  sense  and  generous  character 
he  Christian  people  to  whom  this  property  belongs.  This 
rd  keenly  feels  the  great  importance  of  its  speedy  dimmution — • 
ied.  of  its  not  distant  total  extinction.  And  as  helpful  to  this 
jed-for  result,  the  Directors  wish  to  call  anew  the  attention  of 
own  Congregational  constituency  to  the  peculiar  advantages 
lave  in  our  position,  our  social  privileges,  and  particularly  in 
literary  treasures  not  elsewhere  found. 

'^uT positiofi  is  central,  about  equi-distant  from  every  depot  of 
city.  It  is  high,  dry,  airy,  pleasant,  easily  accessible. 
Dur  x^^rw/ privileges  are  worthy  of  especial  mention.  Centering 
,  as  they  do,  the  leading  workers  of  all  our  benevolent  societies 
ng  offices  in  Boston,  necessarily  creating  denominational  head- 
ters,  and  all  occupying  ample  and  cheerful  rooms,  the  most  free 
al  intercourse  can  be  readily  instituted  and  maintained.  It  is  in- 
iting  to  observe  how  the  representatives  of  the  farthest  East,  West, 
th,  and  South  often  meet  and  greet  each  other  here,  old  friend- 
s  renewed  and  cemented,  new  friendships  formed  and  cherished, 
^ut  it  was  of  the  literary  advantages  that  the  Directors  wish 
s  particularly  to  speak  just  here. 

t  should  be  premised  that  they  have  never  contemplated  the 
ering  of  a  general,  popular,  circulating  library,  with  which  our 
is  already  well  supplied,  but  rather  a  select  reference  library, 
ided  to  meet  certain  important  wants  now  nowhere  else  sup- 
1-  Its  specialties  are  comparatively  few,  yet,  branching  out  in 
lany  directions,  they  reach  a  good  many  points  of  decided  in- 
st,  including  everything  biblical,  whether  commentaries,  expo- 
ns,  criticisms,  or  exegesis ;  everything  religious,  whether  in  ser- 
»s,  creeds,  controversies,  experiences,  whether  devotional,  doc- 
al,  or  practical ;    everything   ecclesiastical,  both  ancient   and 


modem,   our  own   churches,   and   all   olher  churches,   orih' 
or  heterodox,  conserwalive  or  progressive;    everything    historii 
pertaining    alike    to    churches,    towns,     cities,     counties,    slat' 
and  nations;  everything  biographical,  of  the  good  and  ihe 
everything  genealogical,  from    the    most    renowned    to  the 
humble,  whose  family  descent  has  been  published.     This  Board 
been    greatly    embarrassed    in  efforts  to  secure  what  is  so  m 
needed  here  in  the  line  of  these  Sipeciallies,  froin  their  utter  irxst' 
bility  to  appropriate  a  dollar  from    their  too-limited  income,  with 
which  lo  purchase  any  thing. 

And  yet  through  numerous  gifts  from  the  debris  of  many  an  old 
library,  and  redundance  from  others,  and  by  very  large  exchanges 
of  duplicates  with  other  public  libraries  both  far  and  near,  this  Li- 
brary will  now  be  found  to  contain  very  much  that  Congregational 
ministers,  historians,  and  scholars  must  value,  but  which,  much  of 
which,  at  least,  cannot  be  found  in  any  olher  public  library  —to  ■ 
the  titles  of  a  few  of  which  particular  attention  is  here  invited. 

I.  A  manuscript  history  of  all  the  Congregational  churches  of 
New  England,  together  with  their  pastors,  by  Rev.  Emerson  Davis, 
D.D.,  late  of  Westfield,  Mass.,— the  result  of  long- continued  and 
patient  labor  of  a  man  well  adapted  to  the  service  ;  all  alphabeU- 
caily  arranged  on  1,784  full  letter-sheet  pages,  carefully  indesedr 
and  stitched  in  five  volumes, so  that  the  entire  cuntenls  are  at  ooce 
available,  and,  of  course,  unique,  in  this  form,  and  many  an  Item  no- 
where else  found,  so  far  as  is  known  here. 

I.  A  quite  large  collection  of  manuscript  sermons  of  n  vei? 
early  dale,  very  curious,  and  sonie  of  peculiar  interest  from  theif 
age,  chiiography,  and  peculiar  make-u;j.  -And  of  printed  serm*"'* 
on  ordinary  and  txlraordin.iry  occasions,  ihis  Librarv  ^boiii><^^' 
some  of  which  are  of  particular  value. 

3.  A  manuscript  section  of  the  diary  of  Cotton  Mather,  J?  'S' 
16,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  with  interlinealions  and  erasures, 
containing  many  items  of  bis  own,  his  family,  and  his  churC»*  = 
experience. 

4.  Minutes  of  State  General  Associations  and  ConferenC*?* 
having  more  complete  sets  than  can  be  found  in  any  other  put>" 
library,  and  not  equaled  in  more  than  one  or  two  private  libra*"'* , 
in  the  country,  if  in  the  world.  Our  files  are  nearly  complete,  ^■'' 
of  easy  reference.  , 

5.  Results  of  councils,  both  in  print  and  in  manuscript,  are  ^ 
great  value  to  the  ecclesiastical  historian.  Our  shelves  now  **"^" 
nish  a  large  variety,  and  additions  are  frequently  made.  , 

6.  Of  what  may  be  classified  as  Congregationalism,  directly  ®J] 
indirectly,  both  in  volumes  and  pamphlets,  this  library  ought  to  " . 
the  most  complete  in  the  world.  In  no  other  department  of  genera 
library  furnishing  as  in  this,  has  your  Librarian  felt  the  want  " 
funds  with  which  to  purchase  what  money  alone  could  secure  " 
our  own  denominational  literature  now  and  then  exposed  for  ^*  f^ 
Still,  more  than  a  fair  show  can  be  made      Of  the  comparati*'''* 


«-«5iy 


lat  was  published  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries, 

les  are  few  and  far  between.     But  from  1680  to  date,  of  all 

IS  come  from  the  press,  this  Congregational  library  has  a  rare 

aluable  collection.      It  can  not  only  challenge  comparison 

ny  other  public  library  in  this  country,  but  with  any  of  the 

lists,  with  their  ample  funds,  in  gathering  their  own  private 

es  ;  i.  e.,  of  publications  of  the  last  two  hundred  years.     And 

ve  have  is  readily  available  for  reference  ;  and  to  the  free 

which  all  interested  in  the  study  of  our  history,  as  to  princi- 

r  polity,  or  work  generally,  are  cordially  invited.      And  in 

is  now  here,  and  especially  for  what  is  not  now  here,   but 

be  if  only  needed  funds  could  be  secured,  the  deep   and 

)us  sympathy  of  all  Congregationalists  should  be  heartily  en- 

Why  may  it  not  be  ?      Few  things  will  make  an  ampler 

for  a  liberal  investment ! 

Of  church  manuals,  especially  of  Congregational  church 
lis,  this  Library  has  a  very  large  collection.  The  Librarian 
ade  their  collection  one  of  his  specialties,  having  frequently 
for  them  through  our  religious  papers,  and  a  goodly  number 
itors  and  others  have  responded.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
public  libraries  in  this  region  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  seek- 
ese  valuable  church  memorials  as  worthy  of  collection  and 
vation. 

With  biographies,  especially  of  religious  men,  it  is  believed 
lis  Library  is  better  furnished  than  any  other  public  library  in 
untry.  An  entire  alcove  is  devoted  to  this  class  of  books, 
^etically  arranged,  besides  being  catalogued  by  their  subjects 
ithors,  so  that  any  one  of  them  can  be  easily  reached. 
Your  Librarian  has  made  it  a  specialty,  probably  much  more 
any  other  one.  to  gather  and  preserve  everything  published 
I  English  language  on  revivals  of  religion,  and  quite  a  fair 
re  of  success  has  been  attained.  Current  writers  on  this 
ntal  and  important  subject  assure  him  that  they  find  nowhere 
o  many  and  such  valuable  helps  as  our  shelves  afford,  and 
Dns  are  still  being  made. 

.  Of  our  own  leading  denominational  papers  our  files  are 
ete,  and  bound,  and  so  easily  available  for  convenient  refer- 

and  of  all  the  others  we  have  nearly  full  sets,  so  that  in  this 
ial  line  of  our  own  denominational  literature  this  Library 
the  front  rank. 

.  In  reports  of  religious,  humane,  philanthropic,  and  literary 
izations,  this  Library  receives,  as  it  deserves,  marked  consid- 
n.  Their  collection,  arrangement,  and  preservation  has  been 
ninent  object  of  pursuit,  and  more  than  was  anticipated  has 
realized.  An  entire  alcove  is  devoted  to  these  invaluable 
ials  of  our  historic  life. 

.  Of  periodical  religious  literature,  both  monthlies  and  quar- 
>,  of  New  England,  and  largely  of  our  country,  this  Library  claims 
re  complete  supply  than  can  be  elsewhere  found  under  one 

Commencing  with  the   Theological  Magazine  in  New  York, 


17961  the  Conntctkul  Evai^elical  Magazine,  1800,  the  MassaehuF*r^^U 
Missionary  Magazine,  1803,  the  PanopHsi,  1805,  Ihe  Piteata^^SM 
Evangeiitai  Magazine  [he  e^me  year,  thence  onward,  new  ts»u  ^s 
multiplying  until  their  name  is  legion,  the  larger  proportion  zk>  ^- 
tinuing  only  for  a  few  years,  while  a  goodly  number  of  the  mo  »e 
able  and  useful  still  live  and  bless  the  world  —  of  these  our  shel  v^^i 
are  well  laden,  all  accessible,  forming  quite  a  library  by  themselw^ss. 

13.  Of  catalogues,  inaugural  sermons,  and  addresses,  class  his- 
tories, and  all  such-like,  especially  of  New  England  colleges,  acs>.«d- 
emies,  and  theological  seminaries,  our  Library  has  a  large  and  t^  v7 
general  collection.  An  entire  alcove  is  devoted  to  this  class  of 
literature, 

14.  It  is  believed  that  no  other  public  libraty  can  furnish  a 
larger  supply  of  books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  polity,  prin<:;i- 
pies,  and  history  of  all  religious  denominations,  evangelical  s»r*(l 
unevangelical,  than  can  be  found  on  our  shelves.  Each  has  «*> 
own  fixed  place,  one  or  more  occupying  an  entire  section,  th»J» 
giving  large  resources  of  easy  access  lo  the  ecclesiastical  historian 
and  scholar. 

In  other  departments  of  religious  literature,  such  as  ccclesias*'" 
cal  history,  commentaries,  theology,  controversies,  essays,  and  tt»e 
like,  also  of  local  histories,  genealogies,  obituaries,  and  vario*^ 
important  miscellaneous  productioDs,  it  is  claimed  that,  altogcth^^- 
we  have  a  very  important  and  reputable  reference  library,  and  un- 
rivaled in  the  lines  of  its  specialties.  Is  it  less  than  a  shame  a  »^  <! 
disgrace  that  even  a  farthing's  debt  should  rest  upon  such  a  raT« 
and  valuable  treasure,  or  upon    the   building  which  contains     »*■ 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  Librarian  of  Andover  Theolog»<^ 
Seminary,  our  Assistant- Librarian  has  spent  some  hundreds  of  hc^**** 
in  labors  upon  the  general  catalogue  of  that  institution.  The  mo-**^ 
received  for  this  service,  together  with  some  small  amounts  for  so-**'' 
duplicates  sold,  has  been  chiefly  used  in  securing  some  very-miB  *^^' 
needed  binding  of  our  religious  newspapers,  periodicals,  minu^^^' 
local  histories,  genealogies,  and  Massachusetts  election  sermon^^ — 
a  set  from  1721  to  1880  complete  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  ye^^ 
sixteen  volumes,  a  very  valuable  collection  not  easily  duplicat^*^ 
And  from  this  same  limited  amount  there  has  been  added, — — "  *" 
Clark's  Anti-Nicene  Christian  Library  twenty-three  volumes,  and  **'* 
works  of  Dorner,  viz.,  his  "  Doctrine  of  the  Person  of  Christ,"  #5*"* 
volumes,  and  his  "  System  of  Christian  Doctrine,"  four  voluir»**' 
Other  valuable  additions  have  been  made  by  exchanges  ;  and  tl»  ^" 
have  been  given,  during  the  year,  six  hundred  and  thirty-one  bv^^** 
and  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  pamphlets,  dupUca,*^^ 
very  largely.  These  have  corae  from  many  kind  friends,  and  ■•'* 
be  found  acknowledged  in  their  appropriate  place. 

From  the  estate  of  Miss  Lavinia  Williams,  by  the  hand  of  ^*i 
Timothy  Caldwell,  the  Library  is  in  receipt  of  a  large  photogr^*!^ 
likeness  of  the  late  Rev  George  Punchard,  elegantly  framed,  ^■-" 
every  way  a  valuable  acquisition. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Clark  has  kindly  placed  in  our  pict***^ 


ry  a  life-like  portrait  of  his  much-respected  father,  Rev.  Joseph  S. 
c,  D.D.,  the  first  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  Association, 
lose  interest,  skill,  and  faithful  service,  in  its  inception  and  early 
sss,  so  much  is  due;  and  now,  having  the  most  cordial  consent 
le  other  heirs,  he  gives  this  admirable  likeness  to  the  Associa- 
te remain  in  permanency  here,  surely  its  most  fitting  place, 
lie  question  of  a  continuous  membership  of  this  Association  has 
me  an  important  one  to  its  perpetuity.  By  the  Constitution, 
member  of  a  Congregational  church  paying  once  for  all  a  sum 
ess  than  one  dollar,  becomes  a  life-member.  When  it  was  or- 
sed,  and  afterward  in  collecting  money  for  the  erection  of  the 
^egational  House,  appeals  were  made  for  members  on  the 
!St  scale,  and  certificates  of  life- membership  were  issued  and 
everywhere  the  one  dollar  or  more  was  received.  Consequently 
iat  number  of  names  are  entered  upon  our  records  (now  just 
{),  scattered  all  over  the  country  where  Congregational  churches 
responsive  to  our  call.  But  of  these,  many  are  dead,  and 
/  more  have  removed  to  parts  unknown,  and  ere  very  long  all 
t  will  be  gone ;  and  then  into  whose  hands  shall  these  invaluable 
ur«s  fall?  Aiter  much  thought  and  discussion,  this  Board 
mmends  such  changes  in  the  Constitution  as  shall  make  member- 
elective  by  a  vote  of  the  Association.  It  may  be  added  here  that 
ecommendation  was  unanimously  adopted.  See  Constitution  as 
ided  on  second  page  of  cover. 

*he  income  from  the  rents  of  the  house  varies  little  from  our 
previous  years. 

or  the  condition  and  increase  of  the  Library  during  the  year, 
he  Report  of  the  Library  Committee  below.  All  which  is  re- 
tfiilly  submitted.     In  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY, 

Cor.  Secretary  and  Ubraricm, 

lie  Library  Committee  of  the  American  Congregational  Associ- 
I  respectfully  report  that,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
arian,  the  number  of  volumes  in  regular  series  has  been  in- 
sed  the  past  year  by  the  addition  of  783,  making  the  total  now, 
$7.  The  duplicates  are  6,258,  which  make  the  whole  num- 
>f  books  29,995,  and  pamphlets  over  130,000. 
n  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  for  this  year  will  be  found 
ments  of  great  interest  with  regard  to  the  Library,  to  which  we 
special  attention.  With  the  reduction  of  the  debt  of  the  Asso- 
on,  there  is  coming  to  be  a  larger  income,  available  chiefly 
eneral  purposes.  But  for  the  pressing  needs  of  the  Library, 
irchase  old  books  bearing  on  our  specialties,  as  .they  may  be 
;d  up  at  auction  sales,  to  keep  along  with  current  issues  of  the 
(,  to  pay  for  binding,  and  for  the  various  incidental  expenses  of 
ing  the  Library  in  working  order,  the  money  at  our  disposal 
>st  inadequate.  We  could  well  expend  ten  thousand  dollars 
ad  of  the  few  hundreds  now  spent  upon  the  Library. 

J.  O.  MEANS, 
HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 
ioSTON,  May  29.  1883.  ALONZO  H.  QUINT. 
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BY-LAWS. 

AKTICI.K  I.  The  exercises  of  the  annual  meeting  shall  be  :  prayer ;  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Director^,  and  uther  officers  ha%'ing  repiirt»  t<i  make;  action  upon  the  same  :  the  election  of  officers:  and 
the  p«rf«^rii»ance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly  c<»me  before  the  meetings 

Aht.  1  [.  The  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  own  time.>  of  meetings,  a^  their  judgment  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  Aifsociation  may  suggest,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  same.  All  their  meetings  shall  be 
opened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting  of  the  A>^ocia- 
tion  t\tr  Anniversary  purposes  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Akt  III  At  the  Arst  Director>>'  meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  Chairman  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballfit  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of  three  members),  to  herve 
r«-»prctivt;Iy  for  the  year.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  each  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  j>revious 
roeetini;  sh'ill  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  Corroponding  Secretary  and  Librarian, 
sb  ill  b«  |ircHe:.ted  to  the  Board  for  acti(m,  to  which  any  member  mav  add  other  items. 

Akt.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  tor  the  year  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Assuciatiou,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as,  in  their  judgment,  its  welfare 
require;*. 

AttT.   V.     The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that  office. 

Art.  VI  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  full  record  of  wh.itever  business  is  transacted  in  the 
nieeiin(;<^«  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
kept  uf  the  ro*iiiis  of  the  Association. 

Akt  V  I  [  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association,  and  hold  the 
yame  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors,  who  shall  also  dcline  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Assistant 
Treasurer  payinc  only  such  bills  as  have  the  certified  approval  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Comnfjittee.  He  shall  report  the  state  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Associ<ition  at  their  annual  meetings,  and  to 
the  iJirectors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  -(O. 

OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

AicTici.E  I.  As  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  essentially  a  library  of  reference,  no  book,  pamphlet,  or 
manuscript  (exc.-pt  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  be  removed  from 
the  l^i>>r.'iry  room,  save  for  the  purposes  of  binding  or  repair,  with<nit  the  written  permis-^ion  of  one  of  the 
Library  Committee  In  e>pecial  cases,  the  Librarian  may,  on  hi-«  own  personal  responsibility,  loan  such 
book^  .tnd  p.iinphlcts  (and  such  only)  as  can  be  easily  duplicated,  the  classification  having  been  made  by 
the  Library  Committee  :  but  no  book.  panii)hlet,  or  manuscript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than 
one  week    without  a  special  vote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

Amt.  II  Fer-on*  not  members  of  thi>  Association,  properly  vouching  their  respectability  to  the 
Libraria^'v  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  tneir  names  and  addre<^s  noon  the  t^isi/urs*  Hook 
to  be  kept  fur  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  ])ermi>sion  to  consult  the  Library  during  library  hours,  subject, 
as  to  detailji.  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian 

Art.  Ill  All  specially  valuable  books,  manuscri[)ts,  and  curio-«ities  belonging  to  the  Library  shall  be 
kept  under  lock  and  key,  and  shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eve  of  the  Librarian  or  his  assistants. 

Amt.  IV  All  book''  and  m-inuscripts  shall  be  suitably  c.italogued,  so  as  to  be  made  accessible  to  the 
nsc  of  per:«on<  desiring  to  ctmsult  the  same. 

Akt.  V  The  Library  sinll  be  open  on  all  week-days  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
B>-jard  c^f  l.>i rectors,  except  on  days  of  public  observance. 

A-:T.  VI  All  books,  tracts,  mai>s.  and  manuscripts  behmging  to  the  .Association  shall  be  distinctly 
niArk"d  i<^  its  property;  and  any  siicii  book,  tract,  or  manuscript  that  sirall  be  )>reseiited  to  the  Society, 
•hall  bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

Art.  V  11.  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  character,  should  such  beonie  the  property  of  the  Associa- 
tion, •'hall  be  ke]}t  in  a  place  of  special  deposit,  and  consulted  only  under  such  regul.itions  as  shall  be 
prescribed    by  the  Library  Committee 

A'<T.  V  1 11.  No  manuscript,  or  part  of  a  manuscript,  belonging  to  the  Asvmiation  shall  be  copied  or 
p  jb'ished  exc'.'pt  on  vote  of  the  Library  Committee  :  but  this  rule  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
pabl:*.^ti<'in    of  names,  dates,  and  like  memoranda,  without  such  special  permiNsion. 

j\Kr.  IX.  The  Librarian  may  exclude  from  the  Librarv  any  person  abusing  the  privileges  thereof ; 
but  such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  ajipeal  to  the  Director^. 

THE   LIBRARIAN. 

Arti«;i-K  I  Th-;  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  book-:,  tr.uts.  maps,  pictures,  curiosities,  manu- 
scripts, .iiid  other  property  of  the  Associ.iti«m  appropriate  to  the  Librarv  ;  shall  be  responsible  for  the 
prr»per  care,  iiond  condition,  and  good  order  <tf  the  sjime;  sli.ill  lausc  to  br  made,  and  kept  exat.i  and 
p^rftf«:t .  cit.^hignes  of  each  and  all  of  them  ;  .and  ^hall  do  whatever  may  be  in  his  power,  at  all  times,  to  keep 
«»"iftf!y,  and  ;«dti  to   the  collections  under  his  care  —  all  under  the;  direition  of  the  i.ibr.irv  CuininittKe. 

AkT.    II       He  shall  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  these  (••lleclions  by  a  iu»te  aildre-^^ed  to  the 

drift  or. 

Akt.  ITL  He  sh.ill  rep«»rt  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  hirictors  all  di>n.itioi)«  made  to  the  Library 
sine**  the  last  meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  donors,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  sh.iJI  present  a  statement 
of  the  principal  accessions  of  the  year,  with  due  nteiition  of' the  iondition  and  most  pressing  needs  of  ilie 
I^ibr.iry,    and  suggejitions  of  any  action  thereon  deemed  expedient. 

.Akt.  IV.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  service  of  cme  or  more  a'>sistaiits,  and  on  such  terms  as  the 
I^ibr.^ry   Comiiiittce  may  recommend,  and  the  Director*,  appoint  and  d).>tiriiiine. 

Art.  V.  In  order  to  secure  the  greatest  attainable  safet\  in  the  ^l■^e  of  the  -^truoture  on  which  ^.o  miuh 
\%\%,  (>vr;n  expended  to  make  thoroughly  fire-proot,  the  l.ibrariin  shall  l>e  held  ]>er>on.iIlv  responsible  that 
cwerrv  ir«»ii  .-hotter,  with  the  extra  doors,  be  invariably  closed  and  «.ecurely  f"a«t«'ned  during  all  the  period 
ifiierv-r-r.iTij?  between  the  end  of  Library  hours  for  one  day  and  their  bei;iiining  lor  liu'  next  He  ^hall  never 
h»rii>i*lr'  enter  the  room,  nor  allow  any  other  per-i»n  t«»  do  -.o,  with  anv  lamp,  cindle.  or  similar  liijht,  except 
it  be  within  a  lantern,  for  additional  safetv  :  and  in  no  i..i<e  -Kail  a  ker-i-M.-ne  or  -pint-lamp  be  u>ed 

j\nT.  VI  The  Librarian  shall  be  nre-^ent  in  the  l-ibr.irv,  in  ]ier'iin  or  Iiy  hi.«  a-sist  int.  during  the 
mr'iL'ir  hours  heretofore  established  in  tliese  By-Laws,  and  shall  do  all  in  hi"  power  to  ai«l  the  investiga- 
ti(tn!>  of  thi>?*e  desirinic  to  use  the  books  and  other  collectiiui-.  He  -lull  .dlow  no  p.-r-on  not  a  Director,  to 
b'i  prrsrnt  iii  the  library  unless  he  be  there  in  per-iui.  or  by  hi-  .iNvUtant  ;  and  In-  -h.ill  e\erci-e  suitable 
vi''i1aT»ce,  le-t  ill  use  be  made  <»f  the  Liljrary  by  untru-tworthy  pi-r^ons 

"   Akt.    VII.      All  By-Laws,  or  parts  of  By-Laws,  not  in  harinon\  with  the  foregoing,  .ire  hereby  rej>ealed. 

'\\i'T.  VIII-  These  By-I.aws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regnlarlv  called  meeting  of  the  Association,  by 
a  vtfte  of  tvko-third.s  of  the  members  present. 
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iSoston: 

AMERICAN   CON(iUE(;ATl()NAI.   ASSOCIATION, 

CONCiUKliATlONAL    IIOI'SK, 
1HS4. 


A 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


OK  TUB 


^^m^rican  (SJangvegati^nal  §iiS!$0rtatt0n. 

COMMONWKALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  ike  Year  One  Thousand  Btf^hi  Hundred  and  Fi/ty-Fcur, 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  %  in  General  Court  As*embled%  and  by  the  authori^  < 
of  the  samet  as/ollaws  :— 


Section  i.  Kufus  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  successors, 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  for  tkt 
purpose  of  establi-shinz  and  perpetnatinj;  a  library  of  the  reIi>j|iousi  history  and  literature  of  New  En^laal, 
and  for  the  erection  ofa  suitable  building  fur  the  ac  commod.it  ion  of  the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitabh 
societies,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  Ml 
forth  in  the  furty-tburth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes 

Src.  3.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  nr  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposoi 
aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  tifty  thousand  dollars,  the  incont 
whereof  shall  be  devoted  tu  the  aforesaid  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  i^,  1S54.} 


Be  it  enacted^  rti:,  as  foUotos  :  — 

Srctkin  I.    The  Congregational  Librarv  Association,  at  Boston,  is  herebv  authorized  to  hold  realail' 
personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  hftv  thousand  dollart  in  addition  to  the  amount  ttiat  mm!  ; 
corporation  is  nw»w  authorized  by  law  to  hold;  provided  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shall  be  invested ■' 
real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  .1  suitable  <ite,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  buildii^ 
to  be  Used  for  the  pur])<>ses  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  passed  April  t«clia^ 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- four. 

Skc.  2.    This  act  shall  take  etfect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  94, 1856. 1 


Be  it  enacted ^  eic.^  as  follows  :  — 

Sf«:iion  1.  The  l.ouurt'.i;.ai'>nal  Li!>rary  Asscici.iti(»n  is  hereby  nuthori/ed  to  change  it.<  name,  iT:dto 
lake  the  ii.iini;  oj"  the  Anu'rii.m  l'<'iii;rc;iati««iinl  Ammh  lation. 

M'.r.  2.     In  a<l(Ilt'um  to  the  pnvMr--  lierctolorc  .ir.inl'Ml  >ai(l  c«>rporati«»n,  it  i-^  luTi-'n-  .iiith«ir-.'-r.  :■»  dj 
^•uh  act.s  a    may  i)'i"'ni.>t<-  thf  inter--  t  tit'  (.'oii^rt-eat'.onal  clmrthev — by  puMi-hin;i  >\<'rks  ;   '■%  Urri'-h.n([    ' 
lilirarii*^  a\h\  j)«'i  uiiiarv  anl  to  ;iar";*li'<.  »l;urch«;-.  an«l  Sal.ihath-sclio.'h  ;  promoting  friiMul]\  ".i;tcrC(.'i.!'>« 
ami  ci'-iijicratioii  ainoiii:  i  (ini,'ri'^alii>nal  iniiiistLrs  and  clmnhes,  anil  with  other  ilerj;:::::i;ati»'iij  .  ind  I'T 
cnllt:«.tini.'   ■\n(l  cli- '.'.ir-in^  Jutnl     tt-r  thr-  al>i»vf  i>!>icit. 

Ski".    \.    Tlii^  act  -^ha'.!  taki:  t-ltoct  on  it->  i>a-->^a>;i.*.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  M  iy  i.;,  i'"4." 

Bf  if  t-fiacttiit  rf.:,  lis  yr/.'t'H'^. — 

Ski  TK.tN  1.  'I'lii-  Anii-rlcan  Conunvatinnal  A^^-oi  iation,  at  Ro>ttin.  i^  hr»reby  .T.itliriri/t-d  t  ■  !.•  1.' rfil 
and  j.cr-ion  il  i:>t.iti-  t<«  tlu"  a'n.iint  '»!  iti-ir  lunuIrvMl  and  til"t\  tliuusan«l  d«>ll.ir>  in  iddition  w  t:ic  i.r- 'LCt 
that  •'.lid  1  orj  or  if-  :i  i    n<j\v  .int'ici :  M-d  !>v  l.iw  to  linld.. 

Sh':.  2.     rhi:-  act  ^dl  dl  t  ikf  fttVit  uj.-on  it-.  iM>sai;<-.         [  Apjirnvi-d  liv  the  (lo\criior,  Vvb.  .'4,  i^."i. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Akiii.t.k  I.     Til'- nam-     •!  tl  i  ■ '-od'.  >li  dl  l>i*  tin-  A'auKnwN  ('onukI"<;ation'ai- A<i«J<>TiAT:'-s. 

Aki.  II.  I  ht.-  oi  1- « I  ■»:  t!:i-  A- >iti  ition  «liall  !>••  to  >oi*arrr  the  erection,  '.n  tin;  c:t\  ot  liu-;-.»t:,  1  :a 
( "iiNc.KKi.A  I  i'»sAi.  Ho;' SI  ,  t  -r  tl".--  ni"-!i:n>;-.  .>\  tin:  l'(>d\ ,  ihs:  ,u  coinniiidatiou  of  its  lilir.irv,  and  I  -r  tJ^c  t'jf- 
tlicr  ii.ci;  "{  It-  j.>  n-r  d  1  ufo-...-  ;  'o  loi.i;-'.  md  j^r:  pi'taati-  a  liNrary  ••l'l'o<'ks,  pampldct<,  ai  •]  rrir.u.-  r:;'t*t 
.i>!«l  a  i.o'l«ct  1  n  ot  p-ii'i-a.!:  .imI  r.  li'  •  i-t  thv  p  i-t  ;  and  to  clo  whati-ver  ol>e  —  witbiii  tl;e  '.ir\  ts  >-■:  •'* 
tl'.irter  —  -l.a""  ^<:\f  ;■  ::1.: -tr -.t--  (■••i^r'.  ^ativiiial  lii-torv,  an«l  jwoniote  the  general  it:Tcrc-t«  ■.■•  :hf 
(.■■•ii..;rr.;.i*.!oi.ai   <  I  i!r«  Ij-  -. 

Akt.  Ill  Ml.' A  -.-M'.ioM  ii.d'  !••  lof.ipo-od  o!  Ortli.idox  (■■»mrrL;:ationalist>.  win  vli^:' \f.,  --ca 
cl' cied  l".  I'.i".!-'r  t--  i:i.:'i!l  ••r'.i  )•  it  anv  nM.it  s.ji  ot  tin-  A>r«  I'.ation  l>y  a  lwo-thir«.i%  v.te  i-t"  :hi  »:;i-ii!"'cr.« 
juT'cnt    ii    '   •,.!:•!• .:. 

A::i.  1\.  Ill-  oti>i -T-  '.i'  tl  :-  A  •••..!  •ti"i,  sh.dl  !)«•  ,i  I'rr-idcnt,  >uch  a  number  o*  Vki-  P'..-'!i:r.t»  « 
tlir  \  ••  I-,.;  itoii  jii.i\.  ;V-.!:i  ■•■•ir  to  \-.ar,  rli « t,  a  (.^-rr  e^ponclin-^  ami  Ri'«,i>r«l:ng  Se^-ret  irv.  a  I  "' ra'iau, 
Tr-aiM''.  A--1  t  u't  I  n  a -•••••r.  'i.<:  im  An  litor.  Ihi'-'C  Si*.:rt:tarii"<,  Librarian,  ai.il  Tr.*  \<jrer.  *'th 
ti.i'r;.  .--.I  i:li-  I  ■ .  dl  d!  :■<.'  a  I'  >  ir-i  il  I  M'n  :or>,  i  har\;i*d  with  tin:  ^iem-ral  intercut'*  of  the  .A.-^ori.iTi.-t;,  fivc  •! 
wi;  CM  >l..i:'  t  .iit.'iit"  a  f.i::r.ini  l..»r  'dio  ir.inaitn-n  ot'  !tU';ni-s>.  'I'lice  oH'iCer'*  rhall  .nr.  clu-s-ii.  '..v  l-.'il.'»t 
a:  ill  ■  a:  i..:  r  •n-.i  '   i:.:-. 

Ai:i.  \.  I  .•'•  in!.'.;.i".  iin  •t-n^*'  t'oi  :'n,-  t '-loii  »•  .••'  ottu.er''.  and  t'«»r  other  bu-!;nrt>-»  appr««''ri  *:te  to  s;u"h 
I  !••  •..■-■-.  :'-aii  '■!•  M<:"(;  in  I'.'i  ti-n.  -n  I  !.»•  im\  pr--- t  d.nj:  tin-  la-t  \Vediic<««!ay  in  M.^y,  ".n"  i-a..!i  %•.•.•:.  »t 
;\\  Ivi-  ..'  loi  k  *.•  S;ii-  1  d  nu-"'"  inj-  ni  r.  '•••  1  al'rd  a!  anv  time  iiv  th>'  I'manl  nt  I.>;rcctor  %.  'llit;  arti.:  t'  Tr? 
.1  '.  1  ••«  i.i' 111- ■  •  I  ;^-  ni.i  I  'm- ••,''I-.".  -x  p'd-  111  1  not  i«.r'.,  in  t!ie  « ♦illnulox  Coiii;n  national  Weekly  !•.•-%**;  a;"frj 
ol    I'.i.  '.<•{.   A.'  '.  t    iiii-  \\  .•-"•.  !■'--•.  i"'     . 

\iM  \  I.  III'.  C-  n  t  WAX  1.1  1  i..\  !i.  .'.]:>•'  •  !  .it  .iiiv  .inniial  nn'Otin,!  by  a  vot»-  iif  twn-th.'d-  ■••'!*? 
i.ii-!i.li  ••  ;  r'-«nt.  •.••i.ilii  ii-'i  ii  1  .i.in^  •■icn  ^.-vin  ot  tlu;  ii.itnn*  «»1  the  proposccl  alteratiitii  in  tin.  Ci.I  f"' 
I  'm    nn  <i  :n^. 
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13o0ton: 
AMERICAN  CONOUECiATIDXAL  ASSOCIATION, 

CON<:RKriATIONAL    IIOIRE, 

1H8-1.  .   . 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


OF  TUB 


COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousiind  Btf^hi  Ilnndred  and  Fifty 'Four, 

An  A<"r  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  o/ Representatives ^  in  General  Court  Assembled^  and  by  tke  autkoH^ 
of  the  satne^  as  follows  ;— 


Section  i.  Kufu.s  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  succe^^ors, 
hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Congre};ational  Library  A^sociation,  at  Bo»ton,  for  tkt 
purpose  of  establishine  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  Englaal, 
and  for  the  erectiou  ofa  tiuitable  building  for  the  aicommodation  of  the  same,  and  for  the  u<eof  charitabh 
societies,  with  all  the  powers  and  privile^ie:*,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  Ml 
forth  in  the  forty- fourtli  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes- 
Site.  3.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  per>on.il  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purpo«(Bi 
aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  incoiN 
whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  .iforoaid  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  i^,  1854O 


Be  it  enacted,  rti.,  as  follows  :  — 

Srction  I.    The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  i-t  hereby  authori/.ed  to  hold  realw„ 
personal  cst.ite  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  tifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  uid 
cornoration  is  nuw  authorized  by  law  to  hold;  provided  that  no  part  of  ^aid  amount  >ball  be  invested ■ 
real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  <ite,  and  the  erection  or  preparation  of  a  buitable  buildintbi 
to  be  u^ed  for  thr  purposes  of  said  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  pa&sed  April  ttMlM^, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- four. 

Sec.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  34,  1S56.I 


Be  it  enacted,  etc.^  as  follows :  — 

Shciion  1.  Tin:  (.'rin!;rfi;.ttiona!  Library  Associntion  is  hereby  autbori/od  to  change  itj»  naRic,.indw 
take  tint  ii.iiii'.'  i>f"  thf  Anu-rii.i!!  l'<-ncr«.-'4ation.iI  A^m-i  iatinn. 

Si-r.  2.  In  uulltifMi  to  the  j.i.vnjt-  lu'ri-t-^fmc  >:riiitiM'.  n.ii*'.  corporation,  it  i>  b«.'rc'>v  atit!'..ir"..rr. '.-•ds 
sii«  li  ;u  t>  a-,  may  p'i>ni.>tf  tin'  intori.'t  i»t  (.'onj^n-'^r.ition.il  clmrihr^  — by  publi^lun;^  \\>»rk<:  '.■\  fcrri^hian 
li!'rarit'>  aiul  pr*  uuiurv  m!  tt»  iiari*!;-'-..  tJuirclu'-,  ;inil  S  ilil..itli-srhtu<l-s ;  pr.im««tiii4  tr:f^ill\  iittrcctr^ 
anil  «•'•-(. j>fr.jtn>ii  .»rnon^  i  nii^ri'^^atinnal  niii.i^ti.r>  and  chiirv  hi  <-,  au»l  with  otbt-r  i!frii.in;nat:,i:ir  .  ir-d  by 
collt:!  tiui.'   .ukI   ill  '.)iir-in^  liinil     U-r  tln>  al-'vc  oliici:t. 

Ski'.  3.    Tliis  act  sha:'!  tako  ctt<M:i  on  il>«  i'a>>'»a;;o.  [Approved  by  the  <!»'»vcrnor,  M.iv  i.i,  i^"  4. 


Br  it  t-»a^ff.i\  et.-.,  its  U'/.'oxfi. — 

Sk'.  t:'»n  I.    '{"In-  Anu-riiaii  Conurc;.' iti(M>:il  A^--in"iation,  at  Boston.  In  hi*rcl>v  authuri/rd  t     1;;  !.\  real 
an'l  |MT-.«»ri  i' •.-*»  iti- t"  rh<- .ip.ioiini  ui  four  liKii.'lrcu  .11. «:  tilts  tln>ii<>ancl  dollar*'  in  .uldiii.in  :■.•  '.Mc   i  r '-cl    . 
lli.it  -.x'.'X  icr;ii>ri«i  >ii  i    n.iw  .i:jll:.>:i.'ci.  I'V  law  t-.  In-M. 

Shi.;.  2.      riii  ■  a«  t  AxaW  tal;«-  riU-i  I  ii;i.in  \\>  j-a-;  .am*.  !Ai!j>ri»vrd  by  tlic  4  ii.i\  cri'or,  V\-h.  ^4,  i".*!. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Al<lI'"IK    1.       Tin.'  1.  ini<"  i-l    till-.  !--nI\    •hall  '•>'  the  AmI'KI«  an  C'oN'.KFdATION'AI.  As««'"i':i  \  ri' vv. 

Aki.  i  I.  I  he  <i>  ■■<l  ••!  '.Ill-  A-  >..i.t*.nir.  ^hal!  !."r  in  se«  uro  the  ereotmn,  .15  ih.'  est*,  i-t  Hoo..i.:,  if  i 
l'i'N(,i-Kf.A  iMNAi  II  ■!  sK.  t-'T  t'l-  ni'-'.  ti"-4.'  ■■!  \\.<.  !.mh'.'.  ,  t  li'.-  a<  Li'ninuul.itjcn  of  its  librarv,  arnl  t' -r  the  !•:?• 
tln.T.iiiC'.'  i-i  it  •  :.:iiii"".  '.  i  arp"'---  .  l<-  ti-ii;i  1  aM.1  i"'  ri  ■.•ti:  it«-  i  hl.rarv  •>!' bimk-;,  jwimphlet*!,  .-.n.!  r  .ii-:i>  r:;'t». 
a'.i'!  a  lolht.l-  >ii  oJ  p--:tr"t-  aii'.  fi-....  •  •••  the  5'a=-t  ;  aiiil  to  «!i»  whati-vcr  oUe  —  will'.Mi  t:i?  iii'iits  >'.  t< 
«hiit"r — -lii'il  "-i:".'-  ii-  ir...-'.r  iiv-  I  'I -.rr' ..  it:<-i.ai  lii-:.«ry,  and  pimiioto  the  general  ii.teri -t-  •  :'  the 
(  onur-.;  ;t  .'ii  U  1  h  irt.  h-  -. 

Aur.  Ill  Til.  .  A- -  •■  ■.t:.'»i  •:  li"  :••  >  ■mi|..'-..m1  ot  <  )r:h'Mi<i\  c'.i'icrcuationalivts,  \\1,,»  s-hi'l  !.<•.<.•  •-ea 
ei«-t:'.«*'i  "•••  :al''-J  ;  •  nil.".!  ••.■•il.!;"  at  a:\\  \\u-:\.:u^  ^li  tin  A--<ii:af.on  l)V  a  t\vo-ll;irii»  vi-tc  .it'  :r.'_-  r:L-i::  .•??» 
|il  •••  •  1.!    aii-l   \  .•:  I  ■•. 

At.  r.  1\.  I  li.- "fi  ( >•' ■  n!  ih:-  A  -  c  .  itfn:  sha'l  It  i  Pre  •ulcnt.  •uch  a  number  r-l  V;^i-  |''i  »• '••rt«  M 
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Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Dover,  N.  H, 

Hon.  RuFUJ,  S.  Frost,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D..  West  Roibury,  Mass. 

Hon.  James  White,  Boston,  Mass. 

Frank  Woori,  Esq.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

M    F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boslon,  Mass. 

Rev.  Jos.  T.  DuBYEA,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  J.  L.  WiTHROW,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Edward  A.  Studlev,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

S.  Brainard  Pratt,  Boston,  Mass, 

Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  West  Newton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester,  Mass. 

Rev.  Michael  Burnham,  Roxbury,  Mass. 

With  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurer. 

Treaiurer, 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq  ,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Librarian,  and  Assistant  Treasurtr. 
Rev,  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  D  D.,  Chelsea. 


Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P,  NOYES,  Wilmington. 

Aui^or. 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned - 
Daniel  P.  Noybs,  Recording  Secrete* 


THIRTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


American  Congregational  Association. 


The  thirty-first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  American  Congre- 
gational Association  closes  to-day.  In  accordance  with  our  usual 
custom »  a  brief  statement  of  the  more  important  incidents  of  the 
past  twelve  months  is  herewith  presented. 

And,  first  of  all,  it  is  with  peculiar  sadness  that  the  record  must 
be  made  of  the  departure  from  this  life  of  the  Rev.  John  0. 
Means,  D.D.,  Dec.  8,  1883.  He  has  filled  an  important  place 
upon  this  Board  since  187 1,  and  for  the  most  of  the  time  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  for  a  number  of  years  its 
Chairman.  His  genial  face,  warm  heart,  quick  and  keen  percep- 
tion, sound  judgment,  exceptionally  wide  acquaintance  with  lit- 
erature, and  ready  hand  for  any  service,  made  him  a  highly 
esteemed  fellow-worker.  His  absence  leaves  a  vacancy  not  easily 
filled. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  HOUSE 

has  required,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  and  the 
present  years,  an  unusual  outlay  in  repairs,  and  in  some  urgently 
called  for  changes.  The  tall,  granite  chimney-tops  had  so  far  lost 
their  cement  holdings  as  to  require  a  very  general  replacement,  so 
far  as  it  could  be  done  without  taking  them  entirely  down.  The 
city  officials,  seeing  open  seams  from  the  street,  apprehending  dan- 
ger, called  for  these  quite  inconvenient  and  not  inexpensive  re- 
pairs. 

An  extra  amount  of  glazing,  with  considerable  painting,  has 
been  necessary. 

An  expenditure  of  some  hundreds  of  dollars  has  beencalled 
for  to  enlarge  the  packing-rooms  of  the  American  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  Foreign  Missions,  and  give  needed  facilities  for 
doing  its  increasing  work. 

The  possibility  of  enlargement,  by  carrying  the  front  walls  to 
the  line  of  the  street,  and  of  adding  two  stories  to  the  entire  build- 


iDg,  has  been  somewhat  cmisidered ;  and  an  architectii 
ments  and  estimates  have  been  made ;  and  were  As  mcai 
roand, — say  $75,000  to  $100,000, — the  Diredofs  voold 
fied  in  entering  upon  so  expensive  an  outlay,  with  a  viev 
under  requisition  all  that  can  be  made  of  so  onttal  aad 
a  situation.    Indeed,  it  is  quite  plain,  from  the  **'*Tpg 
some  of  our  Boards,  that  we  are  nearing  the  period  ill 
*'  possibility  "  must  be  a  re  " 


OCCUPANTS. 

Few  charms  have  been  made  during  the  past  year.  TI16  Con* 
meational  Club,  having  outgrown  the  utmost  capacity  of  F^jrim 
HaTl  and  rooms  adjacent,  has  removed  to  the  Imlb  M  the  miti* 
cultural  Society.  This  relieves  Room  26  of  tiie  monthly  occnpaitey 
of  the  caterers  of  the  Qub ;  which  room  is  now  rented  to  Ae  Rev. 
J.  P.  Watson,  Agent  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  dT  MbHcatioa. 
yielding  to  the  Association  more  than  was  fvoeived  fh>m  the  Clnbf 
oesides  saving  not  a  litde  on  gas  bills,  and  extra  eapenan  of  pot- 
ting rooms  in  order  for  the  SchMl  of  Oratory.  Evqy  rooia  rentable 
is  now  occupied. 


RICSIPTS 

• 
have  varied  little  from  (he  last  year.  In  consequence  of  a  laiger 
outlay  in  changes  and  repairs,  less  has  been  paid  on  the  heavy 
debt  of  the  Association  than  was  expected  at  the  opening  of  the 
year,  viz.,  $3,500,  leaving  $196,500  still  on  our  property.  It  is, 
however,  a  matter  for  devout  thankfulness,  that  an  appreciable 
reduction  in  interest  on  the  same  has  been  secured,  and  the  out- 
•  look  for  the  more  speedy  reduction  of  the  great  debt  itself  is  more 
promising  than  at  the  opening  of  any  previous  year. 


THE  LIBRARY 

is  becoming,  year  by  year,  a  more  important  factor.  While  it  has 
always  been  struggling  against  an  utter  want  of  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  greatly  needed  and  sometimes  available  books,  and 
for  repairing  and  binding  valuable  and  rare  old  works,  it  has, 
nevertheless,  made  additions,  from  different  and  distant  places,  of 
both  ancient  and  modern  issues,  through  the  generous  gifts  of 
friends  and  by  exchanges  of  duplicates  with  other  libraries. 

The  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  has  added  to  his  previous  large 
gifts  135  books  and  163  pamphlets  during  the  closing  year ;  some 
of  them  of  rare  value,  and  the  most  of  them  new  here.  Others 
than  the  Librarian  and  his  assistant  owe  him  especial,  and  give  him 
glad,  thanks. 


From  the  same  source,  in  part,  the  Library  has  received  from 
le  CongregaHonalist  35  books  and  694  pamphlets,  mostly  of 
icent  date,  and  they  afford  an  appreciable  addition  to  our  re- 
>urces. 

Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  continues  his  generous  interest  by  con- 
ibutions  of  books  and  pamphlets,  and  by  suggesting  hopeful 
ethods  of  securing  new  issues  from  the  press  in  the  line  of  some 
f  our  specialties. 

The  Rev.  T.  T.  Munger,  D.D.,  of  North  Adams,  has  shown 
special  kindness  in  sending  us,  from  time  to  time,  both  books  and 
imphlets,  generally  new  and  useful  here,  but  no  longer  absolutely 
seded  in  his  own  library. 

Mr.  John  Holmes,  of  Cambridge,  has  generously  given  to  the 
ibrary  38  books  and  33  pamphlets. 

Through  the  kind  offices  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Duryea,  D.D., 
ur  shelves  have  been  enriched  with  10  pamphlets,  a  number  of 
lem  rare  Mathers,  and  all  of  peculiar  value  here  —  the  gift  of  the 
.ev.  John  Forsyth,  D.D.,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

Two  engraved  portraits,  176  books,  and  17  pamphlets,  came  to 
ur  table,  express  paid,  from  some  unknown  friend  or  friends  in 
oston  deserving  the  warmest  thanks. 

By  the  direction  of  Gov.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  volumes  XI. 
nd  XII.  of  *'  Town  Papers  of  New  Hampshire*'  have  been  given 

>  the  Library,  and  volume  XIII.  is  promised  as  soon  as  issued, 
elonging  to  a  series  of  a  very  valuable  set  of  books. 

It  is  well  known  to  many  of  our  visitors,  that  it  has  been  a 
lading  specialty  here  to  gather  and  carefully  preserve  church- 
lanuals;  not  only  for  their  particular  ecclesiastical  importance,  but 
:arcely  less  for  their  historical  value.  Quite  a  goodly  number  had 
een  secured,  full  900  at  the  commencement  of  the  closing  year. 
'he  Rev.  G.  H.  DeBevoise  had  been  for  years  making  a  similar 
Dllection ;  but  finding  them  somewhat  cumbersome,  concluded  to 
ispose  of  them,  and  most  generously  gave  his  entire  collection  to 
le  Congregational  Library,  numbering  1,015,  bringing  our  own 
it  up  to  1,513,  besides  the  500  duplicates,  representing  nearly  as 
lany  churches,  and  mostly  from  our  own  denomination ;  probably 
le  largest  collection  to  be  found.     Other  libraries  are  beginning 

>  appreciate   their   importance,   and   are  in  the  field    to   secure 
tern. 


MANUSCRIPTS. 

* 

The  Records  of  the  American  Revival  Association,  organized 
I  January.  1863,  and  continued  till  1866,  have  been  given  to  the 
ibrary  for  preservation  and  reference. 

A  manuscript  of  one  of  Miss  Lydia  Huntley's  (Mrs.  Sigourney's) 
oems,  has  been  given  to  the  Library  by  Mrs.  George  B.  Little,  of 
'ewton. 

The  valuable  manuscripts  of  Mr.  Lewis  Bradford,  of  Plympton, 


Mass.,  the  gift  of  Rev.  H.  M.  Deittcr,  D.D,.  and  Wm.  S.  Soii1«» 
especially  referred  to  in  our  Annual  Report,  iSSo,  have  be«ft 
neatly  and  safely  inclosed  and  arranged  for  reference  by  the  gew 
era  us  donor. 

A  fine  bust  of  Martin  Luther  has  been  put  into  the  custody  rf 
the  Librarian  by  S.  Brainard  Pratt,  Esq.,  which  it  is  hoped  may  "^ft 
retained. 

Many  other  gifts  of  books,  pamphlets,  papers,  engravings,  a^  vl|i 
such  like  have  been  received,  which  will  be  found  acknowledge  ^j 
in  the  subjoined  list. 

The  increase  of  ihe  Library  in  number  of  books  and  pamphl  -^ts 
during  the  closing  year  has  been  less  than  in  some  former  yea-^n; 
but  in  substantial  value  the  additions  compare  favorably  with  a>  n^ 
pre\'ious  twelve  months.     Very  little  binding  has  been  done,  r-*ol 
because  there  are  not  thousands  of  pamphlets  suffering  for  tie  .j 
need  of  it,  and  almost  useless  as  they  now  are,  but  simply  a.(id   | 
solely  because  we  have  no  money  at  command  for  paying  xht    \ 
binders'  bills.     A  library  fund  is  still  the  great  want  here.     If  tJie 
moderate  income  from  a  fund  of  even  no  more  than  Jio.ooo  coviM 
be  secured,  with  which  to  do  the  absolutely  demanded  binding,  and 
to  purchase  the  few  available  and  much-needed  books  now  and 
then  found  on  sale,  it  would  be  a  help  and  a  blessing  so  rich,    so 
quickly  realized,  and  so  perpetual  in  its  benedictions,  that  it  is    * 
marvel  indeed  that  somebody  does  not  see  it,  and  hasten  to  secutc 
the  waiting  boon.     For  such  a  benefactor  daily  prayer  is  ofFered. 

For  the  statistics  of  the  Library,  see  report  of  the  Library 
Committee.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY, 

Car,  Seereiary  and  Uhrof*^*- 


REPORT  OF   LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  has  been,  during  the  last  year,  de^I?^ 
afflicted,  in  common  with  the  churches  and  the  Christian  put*'"*' 
in  the  loss  of  Dr.  J.  O.  Means,  who  has  for  years  served  most  ***^ 
fully  as  its  Chairman.  Let  us  hope  that  here,  as  elsewhere.  o«*** 
faithful  and  gifted  men  may  be  raised  up  to  fill  the  working-pla^ 
which  Heaven  makes  vacant  on  earth 

The  Library  during  the  past  year  has  made  creditable  progr**^ 
It  now  reports  24,310  volumes,  with  6,389  duplicates.     Perhaps  ^ 
may  say  it  has  innumerable  pamphlets 

Your  Committee  have  felt  impressed  with  the  conviction  tb* 
it  is  hardly  a  wise  thing  for  an  institution  on  which  so  much  is  d^' 
pending,  as  upon  this  Library  in  its  present  size  and  value,  to  ?** 
left  without  some  further  provision  for  future  necessities  of  admio^^^ 
tration  Our  admirable  Librarian,  to  whose  tireless  enthusiM"* 
we  owe  so  much,  has  reached  that  period  of  life  when  it  seeB*^ 


urdly  fair  to  leave  the  whole  burden  of  the  office  upon  his 
lOttlders,  without  some  one  in  training  who  may  eventually  take 
s  place.  Perhaps  the  time  has  arrived  when,  in  gratefulness  for 
iat  he  has  done,  he  should  be  relieved  of  a  portion  of  the  load, 
mieht  be  a  graceful  thing  if  some  of  the  ablest  among  his  host  of 
ends  were  to  settle  upon  him  an  annuity,  which  would  at  once 
stify  their  regard  and  gratitude,  and  give  him  useful  material  aid, 
lile  relieving  a  portion  of  his  salary  for  the  employment  of  an 
sistant.  At  all  events,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  some 
xeful  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  subject,  and  they  accord- 
gly  recommend  that  a  special  committee  ot  three  be  appointed 
f  this  Association,  who  at  their  early  convenience  shall  report  to 
le  Board  of  Directors  whether  additional  aid  be  demanded  in  the 
ibrary;  and  if  so,  in  what  way,  in  their  judgment,  that  need  may 
lost  wisely  be  met.     All  of  which  is  respectmlly  submitted. 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 
ALONZO  H.  QUINT, 
Boston,  May  27,  1884.  Committee. 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


Adams,  Rev.  Geone  C,  St  Louis,  Mo.    . 
Ambler,  Sorg.  I.  M.,  BoNBton         .... 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
newBi>aper8      ....... 

American  Colonization  Society,  Washington,  I>.  C 
American  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York 
American  Missionary  Association,  New  York 
Amoriran  Unitarian  Association,  Boston 
Amherst  College,  Amherst  . 
Andover  Theolojrical  Seminary,  Andover 
Bamum,  Rev.  S.  w..  New  Haven,  CL 
Barrows,  Rev.  John  H.,  D.D.,  Chicago,  111 
Barrows,  Rev.  William.  D.D.,  Reading 
Beal,  Gcorve,  Newton  Highlands 
Bell,  Hon.  C.  H.,  Exeter,  N.  H.  . 
Beloit  College,  Belolt,  Wis.  . 
Benedict,  Rev.  George,  Hanson  . 
Bisbce,  Mrs.  Susie  A.,  Aubnmdalc    . 
Blanchnrd,  Mrs.  Adrlison,  Denver,  Col. 
Bond,  Henry  K.,  New  London,  Ct.     . 

Boston,  City  of 

BoBtou  Public  Library 
Hostouiau  Society.  Boston   . 
Bowdoin  rollege,  Bnmswick,  Me. 
BulTalo  Historical  Society,  BiilTalo,  N.  Y. 
IJurgoBB,  Miss  M.  C,  I)o<Ihani 
Burnluiin,  Mrs.  Charle.'*,  Townshend,  Vt. 
Butler,  Rev.  Uaniel,  Boston 
C'arletou  College,  Northlleld,  Minn.    . 
Case,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Madison,  Dak. 
('cntury  Coinj^any,  New  York     . 
Chajjln,  Calvin,  5lelrose 
Chapin,  Miss  K.  D,.  Winchester 
Chesebi-ouirh,  Rev.  A.  S  ,  Durham,  ('t^ 
('hica^^o  Theological  Seminary,  Chi<'ago,  111. 
Clapi),  'J.  I*.,  Boston      .... 
Coll»y  Tnivcrsitv,  Watorvillo,  Me. 
Congr('^atit»nal  VuMlehlng  Society,  Boston 
Coo])er,  lion.  E<hvanl,  New  Yorlc 
Crowell,  Prof.  K.  P.,  Amhertit 
Cruiek.-hanks,  Rev.  James,  Metuchen,  N.  J. 
Cup])leK,  rpham  &  Co.,  Bo^;ton  . 
(Pushing,  l)«',a.  Andrew,  Bosti)n  . 
Cutter,  Rev.  M.  M.,  Boston  . 
Danfortli,  IJev.  .Tames  K.,  Pliiladelpliia,  1 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  11. 
Daven]»ort,  A.  B.,  New  Canaan,  Ct.  . 
De  Bevoife*',  Rev.  G.  H.,  Ii<'omin8ter  . 
Dennison,  T.  |{.,  New  Bedford    . 
Dexter,  IJev.  U.  M.,  D.D  ,  Boston 
Dodue,  .lames  IL,  Boston     . 
Dorchester,  Hev.  Daniel,  D.D.,  Natick 
Dough^•rt^ ,  Rev.  .7.  (i,,  Ottawa,  Kan. 
Dwinell.  itev.  I.  K.,  D.D.,  Re<lw()o.l,  Cal. 
Edmands,  .John,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,    . 
Eclla,  Rev.  Myron,  Skokomitfh,  W.  T. 


Missions 


Boston, 


Toll. 

1 
1 


1 
S 


1 

47 

1 


1 
1 
1 
1 


15 
1 
1 


16 

136 

1 


4 
1.3 

:a 

1 

J 
1 


1 
1 

1 

J 
1 


9 
1 


S 
9 
1 

5 

1 
3 
1 

3 
O 


II 


Vnla.  Pamph. 

hn  B.,  Newington,  Ct. 1 

i.,  Boston 6 

J.  B.,MarsbaIl,Miim. 4 
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BY-LAWS. 


Akticlb  I.  The  exerciser  of  the  .innu.il  iiuM.tiii^;  shall  be:  pr.uer:  lifArin>;  ttii*  rfpurt  of  ilic 
I>irtr«.tor<«,  and  other  ofticer'i  haviii);  r«iiort>  to  tnikt' :  .ictimi  npun  the  n.iiiii:  ;  tin*  I'luclinn  of  otiicer^;  and 
the  pert  or  man  CO  of  sucli  othur  Uu^inir^^  as  .shall  pr«ipcr]v  eniiif  licfore  the  luci-tin^s. 

Akt.  1 1.  The  directors  shall  proHt-rihu  their  own  tinir-i  of  nicclings,  .i»  their  .ind;^inunt  of  the  hc^t 
intcreat-s  ot'the  A<(sociation  ni.iv  suggest,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  ^ame.  All  their  ineetin^o  shall  be 
opened  with  prayer,  'i'hey  ^halI  also  have  pouer  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  nieetinv;  of  the  As-ouia- 
tioii  fi>r  Anniversary  purposes  which  they  may  think  fit. 

Art.  III.  At  the  fir««t  l>irectorh'  mcetinc:  afte.r  their  appointment,  a  Chairman  .shall  lie  iho^en  by 
ballot,  and  n  Finance  Conmiitte'.'  and  Librarv  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of  throe  member>;,  to  .serve 
respectively  U*t  the  vear.  Immediately  after  the  openin;.:  nf  each  meetin}i  the  minutes  of  the  jirevious 
meeting  shall  be  reaci,  and  a  docket  of  bu^iness.  jirepared  by  the  Ciirre>ponding  Secretary  and  Librarian, 
shall  be  prt:«iented  to  the  Board  for  actitin,  to  which  any  member  may  add  other  items. 

Akt.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doiiit;s  for  the  year  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Ab!»ociatiou,  and  suggest  such  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as,  in  their  judgment,  its  welfare 
requires. 

Akt.   V.     The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  di»charge  the  duties  ordinarily  belonging  to  that  office. 
Art.  VI.     The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  full  record  of  whatever  bu>ine$s  is  transacted  in  the 
meetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Director.^,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
kept  at  the  ruom.s  of  the  Association. 

Akt.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  .Association,  and  hold  the 
same  at  the  di»posal  of  the  Directors  ;  who  shall  also  define  the  duties  and  respcm^ibilities  of  the  Assistant 
Treasurer,  paying  only  such  bill.s  as  have  the  certified  approval  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  He  shall  report  the  ftate  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Association  at  their  annual  meetings,  and  to 
the  Directors  whenever  (lesired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OF  THE   LIBRARV. 

Articls  I.  As  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  essentinlly  a  library  of  reference,  no  b«»nk.  pamphlet,  or 
manuscript  (except  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatev«'r.  or  be  removed  frtim 
the  Library  ri>om,  save  for  the  purposes  of  bindint;  or  repair,  without  the  written  permission  <if  one  «ifthc 
Library  Committee.  In  e.«>pecial  cases,  the  Lil»rarian  may,  on  his  own  personal  responsibility,  loan  surh 
bo<»ks  and  pamphlets  (and  such  only)  as  can  be  ea->ilv  duplicated,  the  classification  having  been  made  by 
the  Library  Committee;  butno  book,  pamphlet,  or  manii«!cript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than 
one  week,  without  a  special  f  ote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

AhT  IL  Persons  not  members  of  this  Association,  properly  vouching  their  respectability  to  the 
Littrariaii,  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  tif  their  names  and  address  upon  the  /  'tsitots*  /itwk 
to  br  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  permission  to  consult  the  Library  during  library  hours,  subject, 
as  to  details,  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

Akt.  III.  All  specially  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  and  curi(tsities  belonging  to  the  Library  shall  be 
kept  under  luck  and  kev.  and  shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  of  the  Librarian  t.r  his  assistants. 

Art.  IV.  All  books  and  manuscripts  shall  be  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  made  accessible  to  the 
Uj»e  of  persons  desiring  to  consult  the  same.  • 

Art.  V.  The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-day«i  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  ri;rect«irs,  except  on  days  of  public  observ.ince. 

Art.  VI.  All  books,  tracts,  maps,  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  A.^soiiation  shall  be  distinctly 
marked  as  its  property:  and  any  such  book,  tract,  or  manuscript  that  shall  be  presented  to  the  Society, 
fhall  bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

Art.  VIL  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  char.icter,  shc»uld  such  become  the  property  of  the  .Associa- 
tion, shall  be  kept  in  a  place  of  sj^iecial  deposit,  and  cons\ihed  only  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
prest  ribe<l   ••>  the  Library  Committee 

-Avt.  Vlil.  Xo  manuscript,  or  part  of  a  manuscript,  behm^ing  to  the  Assoc  i,itii>n  shall  be  copied  or 
published  except  on  vote  of  the  Liorary  Committee:  but  this  rule  shall  nc*t  be  construed  lo  prevent  the 
publication  ot  names.  date<.  and  like  memorand.i.  without  such  spucial  permission. 

Art.  IX.  'Ihe  Librarian  may  ext  hide  from  the  Library  any  person  abusing  the  privileges  thereof; 
but  ."Ucb  person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Directors. 

THK  LIItRARIAN. 


»iC 


Artici.f  I  The  Lilirarian  "shall  have  charge  of  all  books,  tracts,  mips,  jiiiturrs,  curiosities,  niaiiu- 
^,.ripls,  and  other  proi»erty  of  the  A*-iociation  appropriate  to  the  Library;  shall  be  res|..insible  for  the 
prM;**<:r  i.are,  good  condition,  and  s^ood  order  of  the  same:  shall  cau-e  to  be  iii.idi-,  and  kept  exact  and 
pertifCt,  catalogues  of  each  and  all  of  them  ;  and  -^hall  do  v  hatever  may  be  in  lii>  powr.  at  all  tiine»,  to  keep 
safely,  and  add  to,  the  collections  under  his  care  —  all  under  the  direction  of  the  Lil  rarv  l.'ominsttoe. 

Akt.  II.  He  shall  acknowledge  e\ery  donation  made  \o  tlii:se  collections  b\  .1  note  addre^-iMl  to  the 
donor. 

Art  hi.  He  shall  report  at  e.ich  stated  meeting  of  th«'  Directors  all  don.ttions  made  to  the  Librarv 
•  ince  the  la«t  meeting,  with  tlie  names  of  the  donors  :  ami  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  ]>res(-iit  a  st.tteiiient 
of  tlj*;  principal  accessions  of  the  \ear,  with  due  mention  ot  tli-;  «.onditi<ui  .iiu!  mo-t  pres-.jim  ne-'ds  of  the 
Libr.try,  and  suggestion*  of  any  action  thereon  d«enie«l  e>pe«lient. 

Akt  IV.  I'he  Librarian  shall  have  the  service  of  «»ne  «»r  more  as-ist.mts.  ,iinl  nn  such  term-  as  the 
I.ibr:xry  Committee  may  recommend,  and  the  Dirertof  appoint  and  determine. 

j\i/t.  V.  In  order  to  secure  the  greatest  att.iinat)le  s,iiet\  in  the  use  t»f  the  -tructuri.  on  which  so  much 
ii-s   been  expended  to  make  thoroughly  fire-pri»t>f,  the  Librarian  shall  be  held  i»er*nnallv  re?pons5'.ile  that 


.Art.  VI.  'I'he  Librarian  shall  be  present  in  the  Library,  in  pi'r»««n  or  by  his  assistant,  during  the 
reffiitar  hours  heretofore  established  in  these  Hy-1  aus,  and  -hall  dti  .tU  in  his  power  to  aid  the  iiivi%tiga- 
\'.*j-n*t  r*t  thotc  de-iring  to  u»e  the  books  and  other  c<>ll«*«  tion<.  He  shall  allow  no  per<M>:i  not  a  Diieetor  to 
bt  present  in  the  librarv,  unless  he  be  there  in  person,  or  bv  his  a.s^i^iaiit :  and  he  shall  exeroi-e  suitable 
vi'»ifance,  lest  ill  u^^c  be  made  of  the  Librarv  by  uiitrustMorthv  per-oi.s. 

'^  Art.    VII.     All  Hy- Laws,  or  parts  0I  I>\ -Law^,  not  iuh  irinon>  with  the  foreyoin;!,  are  herein  ri'pe.ded 
JifiT.   Viri.     These  Hy-Laws  may  be  ameiulecl,  at  an>  regularlv  called  mcetin-^  of  the  .AsMuiaiion,  bv 
a  voltf  0t'  two- thirds  of  the  members  pre.seut. 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BUSINESS   MEETING. 

The  thirty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Cangregatianalist)  was 
held  in  the  Congregational  House,  May  26,  1885,  at  12  m. 

Hon.  James  White  was  called  to  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Heath,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  of 
the  Treasurer  were  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for 
publication  at  their  discretion. 

Votedy  That  the  Directors  have  learned,  with  regret,  that  the  Hon. 
Rufus  S.  Frost,  for  sixteen  years  a  member  of  this  Board,  and  seven 
years  its  chairman,  finds  himself  compelled,  to  decline  a  re-election. 
The  Association  hereby  places  on  record  an  expression  of  their  ap- 
preciation of  his  manly  and  faithful  services ;  and  especially  his 
effective  discharge  of  difficult  duties,  requiring  the  exercise  of  wisdom 
and  skill  and  the  expenditure  of  much  labor  and  time. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensu- 
ing year : — 

President. 

S.  D.  WARREN,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dinglev,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

Pres.  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dea.  Ezra  Farnsworth,  Boston,  Mass. 

Prof.  Geo.  B.  Jewett,  Salem,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Laurie,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Barbour,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Rev.  Geo.  Leon  Walker,  D.D  ,  Hartford,  Conn 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D  ,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 


Rev.  IsKAEL  W.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  D.D  ,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  D.D.,  Jacksonville,  III. 
Kliphalet  W.  Blatchpord,  Esq  ,  Chicago,  III. 
Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  D  D  ,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev,  Wn.LiAM  Salter,  D.D.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Geo.  Mooar,  D.U.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Directors. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Hknrv  M.  Hbxter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Rev-  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Hon.  James  White,  Boston,  Ma.<is. 

Frank  Wood,  Esg.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

M.  F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Jos.  T.  DuKVEA,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

F^DWAsn  A.  Studlev,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

S.  Brainard  Prait,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  West  Newton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester,  Ma.ss. 

Rev.  Michael  Burnham,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Mortimer  B.  Mason,  Boston,  Mass. 

Edward  Gav,  Maiden,  Mass. 

With  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurer. 

Treasurer. 
SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Librarian,  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHV,  D.D.,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Wilmington. 

Auditor. 
ALONZO  C.  THNNEV,  Esq.,  Chelsea. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 
Daniel  P.  Noves,  Recording  Secretary. 


THIRTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


(iCAN  Congregational  Association. 


.  supposed  by  the  Directors  of  the  American  Congregational 
tion  that  its  friends  will  want  to  know,  and  have  a  right  to 
hat  has  been  done  the  past  year  to  promote  its  interests  and 
t  its  usefulness.  In  this,  their  thirty-second  annual  report, 
ef  statements  will  be  presented. 

was  more  than  intimated  a  year  ago,  an  unlocked  for  large 
ras  impending,  and  soon  became  a  necessity  ;  viz.,  removing 
and  substituting  new  steam-boilers  of  a  capacity  to  heat  the 
Congregational  House,  involving  a  cash  expense  of  $1,544. 
temporaneously,  it  was  found  that  the  architects  of  this  build- 

I  put  up  galvanized  iron  gutters  under  the  eaves  of  the  Li- 

II  of  which  had  so  completely  rusted  out  that  there  was  no 
ive  but  to  replace  them  with  copper.  But,  owing  to  their 
eight  and  surroundings,  they  were  inaccessible,  except  by 
>  and  scaffoldings  from  the  upper  balcony  of  the  Library 
iquiring  the  presence  of  a  carpenter  and  much  heavy  lumber  ; 
later,  to  remove  and  replace  the  slates  which  covered  the 
ips  holding  the  gutters  upon  the  roof ;  so  that  the  extra  work 
accommodations  was  quite  as  expensive  as  the  gutters  them- 
-  altogether  costing  $543. 

now  a  real  or  an  imagined  leakage  of  sewer-gas  is  found  in 
jnsive  boiler-rooms,  and  the  Board  of  Health  is  summoned 
5  an  examination,  and  the  peppermint  test  gives  the  expected 
hence,  forthwith  comes  the  order  for  the  speedy  removal  of 
brick  and  pottery  drains,  and  the  substitution  of  cast-iron 
luite  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  of  large,  medium,  and  small 
ill  done  under  the  inspection  of  an  officer  of  the  said  watchful 
ns  of  the  health  of  the  occupants  of  our  rooms.  It  is  now 
i  that  our  sanitary  safeguards  are  very  satisfactory.     Three 


hundred  and  forty  dollars  were  required  to  pay  the  modest  bills.  But 
to  this  must  be  added  the  sum  of  SjSo,  let  pay  [or  a  large  brick  fidt 
on  the  tower  t^oor  of  the  publishing  house.  These,  and  some  smaller 
unexpected  outlays,  deemed  necessary'  by  the  Finance  Committee, 
altogether  amounting  to  $1,913,  have  absorbed  so  much  of  the  rcnli 
that  only  $1,500  have  been  paid  upon  our  onerous  debt  from  the  in- 
come of  the  closing  year,  leaving  present  indebtedness  at  $i94,c><». 


The  subject  of  an  elevator  in  this  building  has  been  frequenll'5 
and  much    discussed.     No  good  or  moderately  inexpensive  ptac;* 
could  be  found  for  one.     The  plan  of  putting  a  two-story  iron  ar»* 
slate  roof  over  the  entire  building  was  earnestly  and  hopefully  co» 
sidered,  making  then  an  elevator  a  necessity,  and  its  securitj-  re— 
sonable  in  cost.     This  plan  executed  would  give  a  large  additic:: 
of  rentable  rooms,  besides  atfording   better  rents  for   the  alreaczi^iJ 
existing  rooms.     But  on  submitting  this  plan  to  an  expert,  in  who^s^** 
knowledge  and  judgment  all  had  confidence,  it  was  abandoned  ;  i^     ** 
he  decided  that  the  changes  could  not  be  made  without  removir-^^16 
ihe  occupants  while  it  was  being  done,  and  would  involve  an  ouM*  *'*" 
lay  quite  beyond  our  ability  to  meet.     But  the  matter  of  an  ei»  M  l^' 
vator  —  somehow  and  somewhere- — would  not   down,      Tlie  po^cz^^'' 
sibility  of  taking  the  Beacon  Street  entrance  for  this  purpose  •k^^~^*'^ 
suggested,  discussed,  and  considered  favorably.    The  Finance  CoinK~«  •'^' 
mittee  were  instructed  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  practicable,  an*""^'-*'"' 
if  so,  at  what  cost,  and  bring  the  results  before  the  Board  ai  iht-*;**'= 
earliest  dale.     On  close   measurement  it  was  found  that  an  ei»  *— '*" 
vator  of  a  sufficient  capacity  for  this  building  could  be  placed  i«         '" 
that  entrance   and  still  preserve  enough  of  the  present  stairs  fc*^    '"^ 
necessary  use  —  and  especially  for  an  escape,  if  cut  off  by  fire  fro«  ^i^^"" 
the  broader  opening  to  Somerset  Street.     The  estimated  cost  w^^"^^^ 
found  to  be  even  lower  than  was  generally  expected,  but  it  woul  f  *-*'<' 
utterly  spoil  one  of  our  very  rentable,  though  small  rooms;  othe«:^5*    j. 
wise  causing  little  damage.     At  a  full  meeting  of  the  Directors  hel  S  ■^'^^^ 
the  18th  inst.,  the  subject  was  considered  more  in  detail,  when  it  wa^="'^"'^ 
voted  unanimously  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Financ^:^^ 
Commiltee    to  put  in  an   elevator,  at    an    expense    not   exceedinj*"**^ 
S3. 500,  ill  the  Beacon  Street  entrance  ;   and  the  whole  matter  ^^-^''^.fy 
referred  to  a  committee  with  full  power  to  proceed  with  the  worH"* 
al  once,  in  the  hope  of  its  completion  early  in  July  next 


The  increase  of  the  Library  has  been  less  than  could  have  been"*- 
wished,  but  quite  encouraging,  nevertheless.  Gifts  of  books  an<fc^ 
pamphlets  from  the  i/t-Ms  of  old  family  libraries  have  been  fre-  "" 


0rf>d 


quent  and  liberal,  always  affording  more  or  less  new  materials  for 
our  shelves  —  the  larger  proportions  duplicates,  as  would  be  nat- 
urally expected  ;  adding,  however,  always  to  our  capital  for  ex- 
changes. Our  former  friends  have  helped  us  generously,  as  may  be 
seen  in  detail  on  subsequent  pages.  A  few  cases  suggest  especial 
mention. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Congregationalist  have  laid  upon  our  table 
5  books  and  804  pamphlets,  nearly  all  late  issues,  few  of  which 
would  be  likely  to  be  secured  from  any  other  source. 

The  Rev.  T.  T.  Munger,  D.D.,  of  North  Adams,  continues  his 
gifts  of  old  and  new  books  and  pamphlets,  nearly  all  of  which  are 
valued  additions  to  our  shelves. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Batt,  of  Stoneham,  Mr. 
B.  F.  Richardson,  of  that  town,  gave  us  one  of  the  rare  volumes 
of  the  Rev.  Increase  Mather,  D.D.  —  a  prized  accession  to  our 
Mather  shelf.  And  this,  by  the  way,  more  than  hints  that  simi- 
lar nuggets  may  be  hidden  in  many  an  unsuspected  place,  which, 
if  sought  out,  might  be  secured  by  our  thoughtful  pastors  in  their 
calls  upon  their  people  ;  and  then,  if  sent  here,  essential  aid  would 
be  secured  to  this  library. 

Hearty  thanks  are  due  the  heirs  of  the  late  Rev.  Asa  Mann  for 
the  cheerful  gift  of  85  books  and  146  pamphlets. 

Dr.  Samuel  A  Green  is  an  unfailing  benefactor,  both  by  gifts  of 
books  and  pamphlets,  and  by  suggestions  to  the  Librarian  of  espec- 
ial value  as  to  possible  new  sources  of  help. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  fom  Foreign  Missions 
have  added  to  their  previous  numerous  gifts  7  books  and  1,031 
pamphlets  during  the  closing  year. 

The  heirs  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  D.  Farnsworth,  formerly  of  Revere, 
have  generously  given  to  the  library  203  books,  chiefly  of  a  past 
generation,  but  useful  here. 

Miss  M.  F.  Gushing,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Ghristopher  Gush- 
ing, D.D.,  has  conferred  a  great  favor  upon  our  Library  by  the  gen- 
erous gift  of  39  books,  393  pamphlets,  9  framed  pictures,  30  proc- 
lamations, and  a  large  number  of  valuable  steel  engravings. 

The  Rev.  S.  K.  B.  Perkins,  of  Middleton,  has  kindly  contrib- 
uted 123  pamphlets,  some  of  them  quite  old,  from  the  library  of  the 
late  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  of  Weymouth. 

The  Rev.  E.  W.  Harrington,  of  North  Beverly,  having  retired 
from  the  pastorate,  has  given  for  our  use  29  books  and  79  pamphlets, 
adding  useful  materials  to  our  resources  for  exchange. 

E.  P.  Burgess,  Esq.,  of  Dedham,  has  added  to  large  former  gifts 
from  his  honored  father's  library,  50  volumes  ;  some  of  rare  value, 
and  all  variously  helpful. 

Of  the  13  volumes  of  the  Lectures  before  the  Congregational 
Union  of  England  and  Wales,  given  by  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Durj^ea,  D.D.,* 
nearly  all  are  new,  and  especially  valuable  here. 

Very  opportunely  there  came  to  our  table,  a  few  days  since, 
from   the    Rev.   H    M.   Dexter,    D.D  ,  besides   many   other   gifts. 


"The  Creeds  of  Christendom,"  by  Dr.  Schaff,  three  volumes,  and 
"  Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,"  translated  by  Drs,  Hitchcock 
and  Brown,  supplying  a  need  long  felt  here. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  know  that  quite  a  number  of  sets  of 
annuals,  monthlies,  and  quarterlies  have  been  completed  entire  or 
lo  date,  either  from  gifts  or  by  exchanges,  and  are  now  generally 
bound  and  lettered,  and  ready  for  use.  such  as  "  The  Fire  Lands 
Pioneer,"  of  Ohio,  fifteen  volumes;  "  IVoceedings  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,"  seventeen  volumes  ;  "The  Buflalo  His- 
torical Society,"  three  volumes;  "Journal  of  Education,''  twent)' 
volumes  in  ten  ;  "  I'rinceton  Review,"  four  volumes,  to  complete 
our  set  ;  "Scribner  "  and  "Century,"  twenty-nine  volumes  to  dale; 
the  "  North  American  Review,"  four  volumes,  completing  our  set, 
with  indexes,  except  No.  XIII.  Arrangements  are  made  by  ex- 
change for  all  of  the  historical  volumes  issued  by  Virginia,  both 
colonial  and  state,  and  are  daily  expected. 

i-'ew  if  any  sets  of  books  have  been  more  needed  in  this 
Library  than  the  complete  works  of  John  Stiype,  of  England,  born 
in  1647.  died  in  1734.  his  long  life  covering  one  of  the  most  stir- 
ring,  eventful,  and  suggestive  periods  of  the  world's  history  ;  and 
of  whom  Dibdin,  a  high,  if  not  the  highest,  authority,  says  :  "Of 
Strype,  it  would  be  impossible  to  speak  too  highly.  His  labors 
have  supplied  us  with  the  most  necessary,  as  well  as  instructive, 
portions  of  Church  hisior>'."  Seeing  a  sei  of  bis  works,  twenty- 
seven  vi'luriifi  ill  Iwt-ntv-four,  uniformly  and  neatly  bound,  half 
calf.  oHeted  forsal^  in  London  at  seven  pounds  seven  shillings,  the 
Librari.m  ventured  (o  order  them,  and  is  happy  to  say  that  they  are 
now   in  the  Custom   House,  and  will  probably  be  on  our  shelves 


From  the  utter  want  of  funds,  no  binding  has  been  done  for  the 
two  years  preceding  the  current  year.  Chir  denominational  news- 
papers, our  established  serials,  many  reports  and  State  minutes,  have 
been  quite  end.ingered  by  use.  leaving  no  alternative  but  to  bind 
or  abixndon.  From  ihe  penny,  shilling,  and  rare  pound  sales  of 
duplicates  .-iboui  M-veniv  dollars  were  realized,  and  206  volumes 
have  l>een  well  and  neatly  Iwund  and  lettered,  inflicting  an  uncom- 
fortable balance  against  our  little  Library  account,  which,  however, 
will  mil  reach  the  Treasurer  of  the  Association. 

For  the  statistii-s  of  the  Library  in  detail,  the  Directors  refer  to 
iho  subjoititHl  report  of  the  Library-  Conimittet. 

Is,^.\(    1".   Lxvi-.woHmtv,  Cor.  .Sec'v. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. . 


The  Library  Committee  respectfully  report  that,  so  nearly  as 
'  can  estimate,  the  Library  under  their  care  contains  24,846 
Lines,  or,  including  duplicates,  31,381 — being  a  gain  of  536 
e  their  last  report.  They  estimate  the  number  of  pamphlets  at 
Lit  130,000,  of  which  4,108  have  been  received  during  the  year 

closing. 
iVe  judge  that  we  have  of  duplicates,  good  for  exchange,  about 
o  books,  and  a  very  large  number  —  of  which  we  venture  no 
nate  —  of  pamphlets. 

Two  hundred  and  six  volumes  have  been  bound  since  the  last 
rt,  and  796  books  and  4,108  pamphlets  received  by  gift. 
Ve  regard  the  Library,  on  the  whole,  as  in  good  condition,  and 
factorily  administered. 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 
A.  H.  QUINT, 
INCREASE  N.  TARBOX, 

Committee. 
^ost6n,  May  25.  1885. 
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DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLET 


Adajne,  Rev.  Qtrrrge  C,  8t.  Lon!«,  Mo. 


^.  Qeorge  C,  St.  Lonli,  Uo. 

-,  JohD  Knox,  U.D  ,  WIi>cl«eter,  » 


Alox«naor.  Kov.  W.  S.,  D.D.,  Boslon 

Aniblor,  HlehMil  C,  Bridgeiiarl.  Conu. 

American  Board  of  CommiBslODers   lor  Foreign  Miuion^,  DoBton. 

AroertoD  CoIc^Eution  8ociBt;,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Amerinn  Home  MltiElonary  Soc1«tT,  New  Tori-  "  ^ 
Anwrlonn  Mleslonarj' AsfocUUan.^flw  York. 
American  UaiUuian  Aaaoclallon,  Boston  , 
Amhent  CoUegs,  Amberat    .       ,       .       , 
Andover  Conlerence,  Uiroogb  A.  ff .  Bum] 


!r  Tbeologleal  Son 
IT,  Iter.  B,  E.,  Ndh 


. _.  __.,  NowHaren,  Conn. 

BnroiTB,  Tt«v.  J.  H.,  D.n,,  CUuHgo,  lU. 

"-¥.  wniiam,  D.D.Readinif 

"    -       -         a.  I. 


A.  C  ,  Proviflence,  a.  I. 

Beat,  Qeoree,  Newton  Highlands,  newepapera 

Boll,  Mies  A.  M.,  Itenver.  Col ... 

Bell,  D.  C,  Ulimeapolis,  Uinn ... 

Blokiwll.  T.  W.,  Boston 

BU«,  Vrunla  B.,  WoiMrtar 

BlaKulee,  Rot.  Rraalnv,  New  Raven,  Conn 

Boelon,  Cltj'  of 

Boston  Public  Library 

Botstord.  C.  B.,  Wo«t  BoiUury    '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

BoylsLon,  E.  D„  Amliersl.  N.  H 

Brooks,  Uev,  Wm.  Heniy,  Hanover    ..,.-... 

Bmce,  Rcr.  Hcnrj  J.,  Sutara,  InlUa 

Book,  UeorgeH.,  Uhclaea 

Buok,  James  8  .  Milwauhas,  Wis 

Bulhlo  Rittorlcnl  .Soclet}- 

Burgess,  E,  P.,  Uedlmni 

Bntfer,  TIev.  Danlol,  Boston 

BnllCTfleld,  Uev.  H.  Q.,  n.O.,  Olivet,  Hlob. 

Cbunberlain.  Hon.  Meilcn.  Cheliea 

Cliapin,  C.  N-,  Metrose ... 

Clie&ea,  Citv  of 

Chicago  I'uIjUc  Library 

ChlDkorlng.  HuY.  J.  W,,^^,.  WaKoBelrt 

Ciapp,  J.  B.,  Boston 

Clark,  Bcv.  F.  E.,  South  Boston 

ClftTk,  Kov.  Fmnk  G.,  Gloucester 

Cogswell,  Ednanl  R  .  H.I).,  Csnibrldffc     ....  .        . 

Colt,  Itev.  .losbua,  Boston 

CongrDgBiIonal  Sundav-scIiDoI  aoii  PnblUbing  Society,  Boeton   . 

Connor,  Mrs.  Lucy  a.,  ilennlker,  N.  H 

Couiienay,  Hon  William  P.,  Charleston,  S.  C.  .... 

CroweHProrE.  P.,  Amhcrat 

Cushlng,  Dea,  Andrew,  Boston 

OughlnK,  UlKe  M.  K ,  Boslun,  3n  proclamations,  9  [.ictu res, engravings, 

Cutter.^anlel  B..  ».!>.,  Petcrboro,  N.  H 

Cutter,  Rev.  M.  M.,Bo«ton 

De  Peveter.  -T.  WatU,  ih»e  11111,  N.  V 

Dextor.  lU-v.  U.  M.,  D  U.,  Boaton 

Uodjce,  Jhuiw  II..  IhMtoli 

nonrhoelvr,  Kuv.  Dsiniel.  i).l).,  Natick 

Dunnlnc.  Kov.  A.  K  ,  Bonton 

UuroD,  E.  N.,  Bnngor,  Ue. 


II 

Vol*.  PMnipli. 

}.  8.,  EUist  Bloomfleld,  N.  Y ?,9 

J.  T.,  D  !>.,  Boston        .        .  13 

M.  B.,  Fitchburg I 

ja,  Philadelphia,  Pa. '25 

e,  Salem   ....  5 

rilliam,  Faigo,  Dak 1 

.  J.  B.,  OrtonvUle,  Minn 4 

•n.  Horace,  St.  Johnsbiuy,  Vt. 1 

— ,  Northboro  .......  1 

UunL,  Amherst 1 

,  Boston ....  3 

.  G.,  Madison,  0 1 

,  Nashville,  Tenn 2 

d.  L..  Goffstown,  N.  H 6  40 

E.  M.,  Chelsea 6 

angelical  Congregational  Church  .       .  1 

geF.,  Bangor,  Me. 1 

A^M.D.,  Boston 7  iV2 

s,  Chelsea 4 

lamnel,  Houghton,  W.  T. 2 

,  A  Co^  Boston ...  S  804 

.  W.,  Boston 1 

M.,  D.D.,  Concord 1 

.  J.  A.,  Boston / .       .       .  1 

J.  W.,  Longmeadow 1 

B.,  Medway ...  4  3 

Bv.  E.  W..  Fepperell 29  79 

.  K.  Jackson,  Miss ...  1 

•logical  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn. 1 

srsity,  Cambridge 9 

srsity,  Theological  Faculty         ..*....  ] 

,  Boston 1 

.  A.,  Aubumdale 73 

lilton  A.,  Boston 8  87 

iam  F.,  Lynn 90S 

.,  Cleveland,  O.      .  1 

J.  Smith,  Springfield       .\ 6 

liam  H.^omervUle I 

-.  E.  R.,  Townsend         ....  ...  l 

£.  P.,  D.D.,  Winter  Park,  Fla 2 

.  C,  D.D.,  Minneapolis,  Minn 1  g 

Liner  G.,  Cambridge 96  2 

iam  D ...  1 

rios,  Boston 11  2 

M.,  D.D.,  Honolulu,  H.  I.     .       .  ....  4 

I  of 1 

George  A.,  Swampscott 1 

9B.,New  York,  N.  Y 1 

3  N.,  Kingston,  Ont 1 

:.  E.,  Oakland,  Cal 1 

.  E.  B.,  Dudley,  N.  C 2 

Frank,  Chester,  N.  J 1 

7.  J.  D.,  Bradford 1 

*  M.,  Boston 3  1 

L,  Boston 49 

[rs.  I.  P.,  Chelsea 6  de 

tiomas,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  1 19 

ohn 1 

H  P.,  Mason,  N.  H ...  1  MS. 

.  W.,  Belchertown 1 

:er  &  Co.,  Boston 1 

(ViUiam  A.,  Cambridge 2  MSS.         1 

a,  Braintree 4 

a,  Estate  of 85  146 

iorge  !>.,  Philippopolls,  £.  UoumeUa 1 

Bible  Society,  Boston 3  5 

Board  of  Education,  Boston I 

Historical  Society,  Boston 3 

Horticultural  Society,  Boston    .        .  ...  1 

Missionary  Society,  Boston  ...  17 

State  of 10  16 

State  Library I 

C.  C,  Pittsford,  Vt 1 

oston .  1 

H.,  D.D.,  Dorchester 22  26 

»hn  O.,  Roxbury 1 

srsity,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich 23 


MlnnMpolis  Athenumn,  WinDe>i>aIla,  Minn 
Moore,  faev-  W.  II.,  Usrironl,  Conn. 
MorrlBan,  Kev.  N.  J.,  D.D.,  SprLngllcId,  Ho 
Hone,  Hca.  Leonold,  Boston 
Morw,  K.  C,  Now  York,  N.  Y.      . 
Huneer.  Iteir.  T.  T.,  D.D.,  NorUi  Adiuuii     . 
New  Knelaad  Htatorlc-QenesloglciU -HHilatv,  E 
Korth,  Frol.  BdvKn).  CUnton,  N    V 
NoyeR.  Kev.  D,  P.,  Soulh  Byfleld  . 
UbcrHnCollegB,  Oberlio.O.  . 
Old  Besldenta^  EliBtorioal  AsEoclatlan,  t.. 

OBbQinis,  Kov.  C.  P.,  rayoHevilla.  N.  V 

FeloobBL  Kev.  P,  S.,  Auburndola 

Perkins,  Kev.  Joow,  EsUte  of,  throueb  Kev   S.  K,  B.  Perkins,  MM 

Porrj,  Freii.  n.'p.,  Crete,  Neb.    '.'.'.'.       \       '.'.       '        '. 

PhuHpg  Academr,  Andovar 

Porter,  Bev.  E  G..  Laxlngton 

Prktt,  Ileni;  J.,  Sftlem 

Pntt.  8.  BralnHUl.  Boston .        . 

rrlDoetoiiTtieologlcikl  Seminary.  Princeton,  N.J 

Pntolter,  David,  Boalou 

Fnlnuu,  P.  W.,  CBmbrldge ... 

Quint,  Rev.  A.  H.,D.D.,  Dover,  N.H 

glee,  Kev.  C.  B^  D.nvBra      : 

Slue,  Franklin  P.,  Wonwster 

lUoliBrdion.  B-  P.,  Stonelism 

Bcbeita.  ttev.  WUlUm  II.,  D.U.,  Prtaccton,  N.  J 

Roe,  A.  S.,  Kut  Windsor.  Conn 

Salem,  North  Cburab  and  Mslety        ....  .       .      , 

9avve.Rev.Q.a.P.,D.D..CMca((0,IlI 

Bnnyer,  Samuel  E.,  Gloucester     ....  .... 

aiierDUUi.  Cbsrles  E,,  HavllBh,  Onl 

SmUh,  Ura.  LauruS,,  West  Kandolpb,  Vt  .  .... 

Smltbionlan  InBIItntlon,  Wuhington,  D.  C 

Stavena,  Mies  P.,  Stonenam 

atookbrldgv  Heniy,  Bsltlniore,  Md 

Mrons,  Rev,  lamoiW.,  D.D..  sorthllBld,  if  IntL      ','.'.. 

Tubox.  Rev.  I.  N..  D.D,  WeEtNcwloD 

Tenner,  Rev.  E.  P.,  Colorndo  SjirinKs,  CaL  ... 

Tewkatrarj,  Kev.  (ieoritB  A.,  t'aiubpldge    .... 

Tbompjon.  Bav.  A.  C,  I>.D.,  Itoibury  .... 

TDdd,TliDmti,BO!;toii 

Tnuk,  Bev.  J.  L.  R..  Lawrence 

Tucker,  Rbt.  J.  T.,  I>.D.,  Boston  

Twining,  Gdwnrd  II.,  Hi.  Loai'',  Mo 

United Btitas  Hoard  of  Indian  ComuliBloners,  WiKblnKton,  D.  C. 
United  States  Bureau  of  Educallon,  Wnshlnatan,  D.  C.         ... 

United  States  Pxtent  Ofllce,  Wsatilnglon,  li.C 

United  Slates  TrBasnij  liflpartmeni,  Waahiagton,  n,  C. 

United  Slates  War  Department,  Wasblnston,  D.  C.         .... 

Walden,  Mrs.  Islar,  Strleby,  N.  C ... 

Waiilron,  Rev.  U.  W..  Boston 

Walker,  Rev.  Ocorgc  L.,  D.D.,  Horttord,  Ct.    .        .        . 

Walker,  Mias  Mary  A.,  Itoxbury 

Ward,  Rev.  JoBepb,  D.D.,  Yankton,  Dak.         .        .  ... 

Ward.  L.  S.,  Boston,  nencpapers 

Warren  Street  Chanel,  Boalou 

WnUaniE  Collie,  W II  llanislown 

WIUEhlp,  Rev,  A.  E.,  Roilon  .  

WInthrop,  Hon.  R.  C,  Batten 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  Boston 

Wood,  Bartbolotneo.  Newton  Centre 

Wood,  R.W.,U.D.,  Jamaica  Plain 

Woodworth,  Rev.  C.  L..  D.D.,  Boston 

Wriglit.  Carroll  l>„  Boston 

Wymiilnjt  iritiorical  and  GeoloKlcni  Socloly,  Wilkesbarrc,  Pa.      , 


BY-LAWS. 


Akticle  X.  The  exercises  of  tlie  annual  meeting  shall  be:  prayer;  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Directors,  and  other  ofKcer.s  havin|;  reports  to  make  .  action  upon  the  same  ;  the  election  of  otiicer& ;  and 
the  perf>'>rmance  of  such  other  business  as  ^jh.!!!  properly  come  before  the  meetings. 

A<£T.  II.  The  Director^- .shall  prescribe  their  own  timeo  of  meetings,  as  their  jud^ment  of  the  best 
iiktere5>ts  of  the  As^^ociation  may  .•'uugest,  and  the  method  of  calling  the  same.  All  their  meeting's  shall 
be  opened  with  prayer.  They  Vhall  al5o  have  pouer  tn  appoint  and  orcier  any  public  meeting  of  the  A>><>- 
ciacion  for  Anniveroary purpu^es  uhich  they  may  think  lit. 

Ari*.  III.     At  the  nrst  Director^' meeting  after  their  appointment,  a  Chairman  shall  be  chosen  by 

ballot,  and  ;i  Finance  Committee  and  Librar\  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of  three  members),  to  >ervt 

respectively  for  the  year.     Immediate] v  after  the  opening  of  each  meeting.;  the  minutes  of  the  previous 

meeting  »hall  be  reaii,  and  a  docket  of  bu>iness,  prepared  by  the  Corresponding  Secretar>  and  Librarian. 

shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  t(»  whieh  any  member  may  add  other  iteni>. 

Akt.  IV.  The  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  year  at  each  annual  mectine  of 
the  As'^ociation,  and  suggest  such  measure>  for  the  action  of  the  body  as.  in  their  jud};ment,  its  welfare 
require*. 

Akt.  V.     The  Corre.^pondin);  Secretar\  .shall  di.-^charge  the  duties  ordinarily  bcIonp:in;;  to  that  ntfice. 
Art.  VI.     The  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  full  record  of  whatever  businesi^  is  tran.^^acted  in  the 
meeting's,  both  of  the  Association  and  ot'the  Bo.ird  of  I>irectors,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

Akt.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  money>i  belou'zin'^  to  the  Association,  and  hold  the 
same  at  the  d!•>po^.ll  of  the  Directors;  who  »h.dl  also  define  the  dutie<^  and  responsibilities  o(  the  Assist- 
ant Treasurer,  pa^injc  only  such  bills  as  have  the  certified  approval  of  at  lea>t  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Comtnittee.  He  shall  report  the  state  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Association  at  their  annual  mcetinp:.s,  and  to 
the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so.| 

OF   THE   LIBRARY. 

Article  I.  Aj>  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  es>entially  a  library  of  reference,  no  book,  pamphlet,  or 
manut^cript  (except  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  be  removed  from 
the  Library  mom,  .save  for  the  purpose.s  of  binding  or  reiMir,  without  the  written  permibsion  of  one  of  the 
Library  Committee.  In  enpecial  case>,  the  Librarian  may,  on  his  own  personal  responsibility,  loan  such 
books  and  pamphlets  (aiid  such  only)  as  v.'tn  be  easily  duplicated,  the  classification  having  been  made  by 
the  Library  Conmiittee .  hut  no  borik,  pamphlet,  or  manuscript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than 
one  week,  without  a  special  vote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

Akt.  II.  Persons  not  members  of  this  .Association,  properly  vouchin.;;  their  respectability  tu  the 
Librarian,  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  names  and  addre>s  uiion  the  I'/^/fors* 
Bfoi  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  permission  to  consult  the  Library  duriir^  library  hour?, 
-ubject*  ao  to  detail;-,  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

Akt.  III.  All  specially  valuable  book*-,  manu>cripts,  and  curiosities  belonginjn  to  the  Library  -liall 
be  kept  under  lock  and  key,  and  .shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  of  the  Librarian  or  hi>  as<>istant'>. 

Art.  IV.  All  books  and  manuscripts  shall  be  suitabh  catalogued,  so  a.s  to  be  made  accessible  to  the 
use  of  persons  desiring  to  consult  the  same. 

Akt.  V.  The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-days  during  suth  hour*  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  except  on  day>  of  public  observance 

Apt.  VI.  All  books,  tracts,  maps,  and  manuscripts  boloniiinR  to  the  Association  shall  be  distinctly 
marked  as  its  property;  and  any  such  book,  tract,  <ir  m.inuscnpt  that  shall  be  presented  to  the  Society, 
^hall  bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

Art.  VII.  Manuscripts  of  a  contiUential  character,  should  such  become  the  property  of  the  Associa- 
tion, s-hall  be  kept  in  a  place  of  special  deposit,  and  consulted  oiih  under  such  rruulations  as  shall  be 
prescribed  b>  the  Library  Committee. 

Art.  Vlil.  No  manuscript,  or  p.irt  of  a  niaiiu«cr:pt,  belonsjine  to  the  Assuciation  shall  be  copied  or 
published  except  on  vote  of  the  Librar\  Committee,  but  tliis  rule  thall  U'lt  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
publication  of  names,  dates,  and  like  memoranda,  without  siuh  special  permissioi,. 

Art.  IX.  The  Librarian  may  exclude  from  the  Library  any  person  abu:>in(;  the  privileges  there<*f: 
but  such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  I)irei.tors. 

THK    LIBRARIAN. 

Article  I.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  book-,  tracts,  ni:«p-,  pictures,  curio-ities,  manvi- 
•■cripts,  and  other  7^roperty  ot'  the  Association  appropriate  to  the  Library:  shall  be  responsible  fur  the 
pri'tper  care.  go<jd  Condition,  and  >;ood  order  of  the  s^me:    '-hall  ciu^e  to  be  made,  and  kept  exact  and 

Iierfect,  catalo>:uesi  of  each  and  all  of  thetn:  and  shall  do  whatever  may  be  in  his  power,  at  all  times,  tu 
kCep  safeh",  and  add  to,  the  collections  under  his  cari.  —  all  utider  the  direction  of  the  Library  Committee. 

Art.  1 1.  He  -hall  acknowledge  ever>  don-ition  m»«le  to  the'>c  colleclioi;*  by  .^  note  addressed  to  the 
donor. 

Art.  III.  He  shall  report  at  each  stated  meetin;:  of  the  I.^irectors  all  doiiation-  m.ide  to  tin*  Library 
s^irice  the  last  meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  donor- :  and  at  the  annual  ineetini;  shall  pre-eni  .i  tateinent 
of  the  priricipal  accessions  of  the  >car,  with  due  mention  of  the  condition  and  most  pressin-.:  needs  o:'  the 
Library,  and  suiiee-^tions  of  any  actiuii  thereon  deemed  expedient. 

Akt.  IV.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  service  of  one  or  more  assistants,  and  on  such  tcrii;-  a-  the 
Library  Committee  may  recommend,  and  the  Directors  appoint  and  deterniine- 

Art  V.  In  order  to  secure  the  greatest  attainable  safety  in  tlie  u-^c  of  the  striicf.ire  cm  whici^  '^o  much, 
has  "sveeri  "rxpcnded  to  make  thorous;hly  fire-jproof,  the  Librarian  shall  be  held  personalis  re-i:onsible  that 
every  iron  «-huttcr,  with  the  extra  doors,  be  nn.irl.ibly  closed  and  securely  fastei.ed  during  al!  the  j^eriod 
intervening  between  the  end  of  Library  hours  for  one  da>  niul  their  beginning  fi-r  the  next.  He  t-.VaW  never 
him'^elf  enter  the  room,  nor  allow  any  other  per.siui  to  do  so,  with  any  lamp,  <  ani:ie,  or  ■'imilar  light,  ex- 
cept it  be  within  a  lantern,  for  additional  safety :  and  in  no  case  shall  a  kerosene  or  spirit-lamp  be  used. 

Art.  VI.  The  Librarian  shall  be  present  in  the  Library,  in  person  or  by  his  as-jistant,  during  the 
rej^ular  hour-s  heretofore  established  in  these  By-Law?,  and  shall  do  all  in  hi^  power  to  aid  the  investiga- 
tion of  those  desiring  to  use  the  books  and  other  collections.  He  shall  allow  no  person  not  a  Directttr  to 
be  pre!»ent  in  the  Library,  unless  he  be  there  in  person,  or  by  his  .assistant ,  and  he  shall  exercise  suit.il)le 
vigilancCf  ^'^^^  *^I  u*^^  ^'  made  of  the  Library  by  untrustworthy  per.sons. 

.Art.  VII.     All  By-Law.s,  or  parts  of  By-l^ws,not  in  harmony  with  the  foregoinu,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Art.  VIII.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly-called  meeting  of  the  Association,  by 
a  vote  of  two -thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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ACT  OF   INCORPORATION 


OF    TUB 


§imevicatt  Congrrgationat  §ij9i$omtton. 


COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

Int'w  }'r,tr  Ohi:  rht^uiitnd  Eight  II m.dred and  Fifty 'Ft>ur. 

An  Act  tu  iucorpuratc  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Itostou. 

Bt  it  enact fd  by  tfw  Sefutttr  and  Itousf  of  Reprewntativei,  in  General  Conrt  Aswmbiid^  iind  by  the  autfunniy 
oftfu  samet  as/oilaws :  — 

Skction  I.  Kut'us  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  >ucces<icrs, 
are  hereby  raade  a  corporation  by  the  name  of'  the  Congreeational  Library  A8!>ociation,  at  l!o»ti>u.  for 
the  purpose  of  establisuini;  and  per|>otiiatiMg  a  library  of  the  religious  hi*turv  and  literature  of  New 
England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  buildinj;  f<ir  the  accommodation  of  tlie  same,  And  for  the  u?e 
of  charitable  societies,  with  all  the  powers  and  privilege:^,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  re>tricti>>ns,  and 
liabihtieb  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Kevi^icd  Statutes 

Skc.  a.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  prrstmal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou»jind  dollars,  the  income 
whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purpo^es  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  t^S4  ) 


Be  it  enacted^  etc  ,  as/W/tKus :  — 

Section  i.  The  Congregational  Library  As^^ociation,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real 
and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  aroourt 
that  said  corporation  is  now  aiithori/cd  by  law  to  hold ;  provided  that  no  part  of  said  amount  shail  be 
invested  in  real  estate,  exc<*pt  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the  erection  or  prepa.ration  of  a  suit- 
able building,  to  be  u**!'*!  for  the  purposes  of  said  cornoration,  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporatioa 
passed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  eightc*t;n  hundred  ami  fifty-four. 

Sec.  2.    This  act  »hall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pa«>sage. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  34,  1956.] 


Be  it  enactedt  /•/<■.,  as  follows  :  — 

Skoh'M  1.  Tlif  (*nnur<'gfitional  library  A'^-ocintion  is  hereby  authorized  to  cl..in.:c  i:»  ri.Mv.e.  ar.i 
to  t  Jtvc  the  n.iir.*:'  ft  lh»    Aiii'ru.in  Ci-hj;'!  i.Mt;<.»iial  A--«>Liati'-ii. 

Si-r.  2.      In  .i(li':iti(tii  •"  th'-  '...wti.-v  liiTfii.t'ire  jir.ii'ini  «ait!  n>rporali<>T     it  i>  ln-rebv  .\\\\\  i'r"..<.  1  t-  c 
«ii«h  ai  t>  a*  ni.i\   i'r«iiii<>tf  ;lii-   -i.tcrc  t  i-t    t 'i-!  _ri-j:atii>P.5"   cliurclu;^—  by  j-i.l  li-l.itii;  w.iri.^       ••••    •■'-:.»•-,; 
liiir.irir*  and  i>ivn!i!ir\  aM  ii-  jar.  ic  ,  «"|i;irt  bcs,  .micI  Sai'i-.tth  *vi-l.r.-o!*  :    j-rtinu  i;«i.:  ••■'."•.rv  i- :•  ••  ■■  r-.e 
.iinl  « «>-o}»<.:'"at'<iM  anioTii:  (  «ii..;ri  ^;it>'i.a'  i!i:i'i-i«  r  >  ai  li  tlsiirclK**-,  ai:«l  With  oiinr  «ioi:---"i:  ;■  i';<i:!- .     v..-'\   -v 
colii-ctiiii;  aii'l  il.^!Mir'M»i;  tun.i    *  •«■  tl'-   »'»f\i'  c.!.)i.'it. 

iJKC     \.     'lhi>  act  >liall  tak<*  I  Itetl  01.  i;^  l?  iH^.i^f.  jApiToxcd  bv  tlu- G«>vernor,  M.i-    .";,  i^- 4  ' 

B'  it  t'n.t  t<.l,  <•:  .,  fT*  /i'//..*rfj  ;  — 

Si-«Ti(>v  I.  Tlir  AiTnTic.m  C«M:';:''ev'!ti"i..»*'  A  ■  •«•»  l.itiiii,  at  I>o-t«»ii,  is  herebv  au:h.>r..'t*il  ;•  •■■i.ir-vl 
ai.ii  |>fr«-<n.a";  rt.iti-  u-  tl*-  aii>«.ii;i!  i-i  ••  iir  1  1  r<lr.--:  .ii>«:  J-tl\  tbou-<aiiil  do'.iar-  i:>  adcilliM.i  \-,  tl  e  •.»;•  yX 
ll.at   >a.d  c«»ri'«  'a'sor:   1-    i.i>\\  ,\\.',\  i.ri/rt':   !■"    \iv.   !•■   l-i-Ul. 

Ski  .  2.      riii    act  sl.a'il  take  eSJr*.?  i!j.«-!    ii •  pa-oacr.       ^Ai»proved  by  the  Governv»r,  Feb    34.1^;:.. 


CONSTITUTION. 


\kw:  i-  T.  Tl."  '1  '.rni'  t'  tl  ;•  !  Iv  i  .t  .  ""•  iiu-  \*.'i  Kf<Av  Con<;hf<;atioval  Asso  r*T:r>v 
A  :.I1.  I  I  •  0  f  '.  .  :  '.'i.-  A- ■  "  ..;•  ■'  ..1  :  ••  i-  >• « -.i-f  the  freciinii.  ii.  ibe  «  tv  .>t  I'l't  .i-.  o*' t 
C.isi.  !•  .  .1  -s  .1  Il-i  -.f.  '.-'•.  '  '•  •!■  ".i:.  <  t  "i  *:•  •-.%.  til-.  a<'i.*>nini<Kiati(in  of  ii-;  !i;i!.\rv.  i,  •:  f.i-  the 
I'.irtl.-r  •:.••  ••  ::  .■  i:-  r.--  ;■•.',  <  •••  I  1  •  '  ••  !  .  r:  •.•t..a:e  a  '.s'.irarv  i-f  b»»..k>,  p.isi.-.-li  •••-.  •  ":  n  '.ui' 
«.  r  :  :  -.  ■>  .".  •..••.'  it.ni  .  •  ;  ft.-.  >i  .•  r-  i  <■  ••'  ■•.••;.'••.  .o.!!  tu  4,0  whatever  c*  f  —  w  .;l:!t.  1:  •  l:n.:i!- 
..•  .;•  c':..r:-.r  .1         '■..•  \-    :'..  1  :.  ••'•  »  •  •■.;:•  -   :•  >•   '•  :•■  t-  r>.  and  {.r.uuiite  th«-  ^uiittal   jM-re^is  ot" :  .e 

A.  .ill  I  ..  *»  ..' i.if  ■!.  •:  .  I  '■••  V  '  •  •:  .;  •  ^nr.f.I.ix  (^lni;^euati^lnal!^t^,  \%hv' «-}..-t!'  ha'..- ":•«:• 
,.  .-.  t -i'.  '.v  i'  •  •  ••  .'  r-  ••••  .:.;  '.•  '.•■•  ii  •  ■.'  \j.-:  '..■•  X'-  nia::  1.  l>v  a  two-lliir«.l>  vk>W  <•!  ',:  k-  nrn.t' 
J  r-'-.  I  ;•...■::• . 

\:     .  I  \'      ■;  :  •  .•••■     r-  •••"  •■'  ;     \       •  r«'.'  •     -'  .«!".  '••.'  1  Prf-.i'ii!    -'uli  a  ti  timber  «•!  \i..e- I'rr.-i.lc  :•  *? 
•t  -  A      ..    .••..'     .:••.,  f  •  :-:••.      r.  ■   •■  .     •  <  .•.'•'•••.j ..  !.  'ii  ^  ji'm!   kcc«)r«iiiiji  ^ecrrtar;  .    i  1  .'ran..:, 

1  r,  .  •.:•    r      '      .  ■•  x-r     !  n         '•  '      «•    '■     .1.    \    •"  '.    •.       i.'-t    '    S"« 'rtarie-.   I  ibrarlan.   ain!    I  r  :».•*•.:  re :.  •*  :  . 

••<    •.<■•,:  ••    .    .I.!."  •..  I'.ir.     •   !•:•••'    •   .•'■•r.:-  \  v  "h  t.i.- general  iriti-r-f-t-^  of  t  lie  A^ r.a!:.'n.  r   •; 

,    •..:   ■■..    !.-.        .     ■  •   •    .:••.•    ••   •'<  '  I.  •  :•    :.  ■«  'I  .    ,.    •  oiiii  >>s.     These  omc».r>  sba  I  S  i-  I'.io^-:-  ..»'•- 
.  ■   .::•••  .-I     .   T-  ■••.••• 

i  •  •       !.    I  •••I-. :i-.  ••  :    '  ::  •.  •••)   ■■!•.  •■'    '"".i   -r-.  wnl  tor  other  bu^ine^*'*  a:>|ir.;".atr  '.  •  >  <.' 
;  ,.    •  •  •".■.•'  -i-     •    ".       •!,.  I.    i  '■••.■.•    :  ■••     •    :•.-.  :;.'-■  .a-t  Wediii -^ftay  in   ^Ll•..   inTacK  vti'    it 

t     ,  ■■:.*.'       ••■.''.••:':•'.:>.     :•   <  .«      •.  .i'.    1;:'.    '  '\f  :i\    t'u*  Il«-ar'l  <'f  1  >.'e«:*>i»'>        I'-^*  •»: :    '.. 

;     ...       ;  •   •. .•..•,■,.  j  j,..«i.,..v  ;t,  the  ( )rtlsii--i.i\   I  «-n  ^r •: .;.it '■  ::  u    **•».• 

.     .,        ,    •    ..:    !       ••  •     .;  •.     .'  .  !>    •.•.•■!._• 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BUSINESS    MEETING. 


The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist^ 
was  held  in  the  Congregational  House,  May  25,  1886,  at  12  M. 

Hon.  James  White  was  called  to  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Henry  A.  Hazen,  Aubumdale,  Mass. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Directors  and  of  the  Treasurer  were  read, 
accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for  publication  at  their  dis- 
cretion. 

On  report  from  Dr.  Dexter  of  a  recommendation  of  the  Di- 
rectors, it  was  voted,  unanimously,  that  the  Directors,  be,  and  hereby 
are,  authorized  to  appropriate  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Library. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  note  from  Samuel  T.  Snow, 
Esq.,  declining  a  re-election  as  Treasurer ;  whereupon  it  was  voted, 
unanimously,  that  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this  Ass^^ciation  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Samuel  T.  Snow,  Esq.,  for  his  prompt, 
accurate,  and  gratuitous  services  as  Treasurer  of  this  Association 
for  the  last  fourteen  years. 

A  committee  of  three  nominated  the  following  list  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  who  were  unanimously  elected  by  ballot :  — 

President, 
Hon.  RUFUS    S.    FROST,  Chelsea. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  II. 

Fres.  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  I^urlington,  Vt. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Wellesley,  Mahs. 

Dea.  Ezra  Farnswortii,  ]ir>ston,  Mash. 

Prof.  Geo.  B.  Jewett,  Salem.  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Laurie,  D.D.,  Provirlcncc,  K.  J. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  H.  f. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Barbour,  D.D.,  New  ilavrti,  (Jonn. 

Rev.  Geo.  Leon  Walker,  D.D.,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York  Citv. 
Rev.  RjciLARD  S.  Storks,  D.D.,  Brookl>Ti,  N.  Y". 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Rev.  IsRABL  W.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  D.D,,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Eliphalet  W.  Bi.atchpord,  Esq.,  Chicago,  III, 
Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  D.D.,  E.  Liverpool.  Ohio. 
Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  D.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Rev.  William  Salter,  D.D.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Geo.  Mooar,  D.D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Directors. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford.  Mass. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Hon.  James  White,  Boston,  Maes. 

Frank  Wood,  Esq.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

M.  F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Jos.  T.  DfRYEA,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Edward  A.  Studley,  Estt-i  Boston,  Mass. 

S.  Brainard  Pratt,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  1.  N.  Tarbo.\,  D.D.,  West  Newton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester,  Mass. 

Mortimer  B.  Mason,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Roxbur>-,  Ma-se,. 

Chas.  a.  Richardson,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

With  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurer. 

Treasurer. 
C.  C.  BURR,  Esq.,  Aubumdale. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Librarian,  and  Assistant  Treasurer.,--     —"* 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  D.D.,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Wilmington. 

Auditor, 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  E.sq.,  Chelsea. 


There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Daniel  P.  Novks,  Recording  Secretary. 


THIRTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 


American   Congregational  Association. 


The  Directors  of  the  American  Congregational  Association, 
in  presenting  their  thirty-third  annual  report,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  brief  statements,  summarizing  the  more  important 
events  of  the  year's  experience. 

Three  regular  and  three  especial  meetings  of  this  board  have 
been  held  ;  also  a  number  of  meetings  of  the  Finance  and  Library 
Committees  for  definite  objects  in  the  interests  of  the  Association. 

ELEVATOR. 

Early  in  July  the  elevator  was  completed  ;  but  for  some  not  ob- 
vious reason  it  failed  to  run  smoothly  all  the  time ;  and  by  far  too 
often,  for  one  or  more  hours,  not  at  all — quite  to  the  inconvenience 
of  the  occupants  of  the  house,  and  to  the  great  disappointment  and 
chagrin  of  the  contractors.  It  is  due  the  latter,  however,  to  say 
that  they  always  responded  quickly  to  our  call,  and  spared  no  time 
nor  outlay  to  put  every  part  into  good  working  order,  and  at  their 
ow^n  cost.  For  the  last  six  months  there  has  been  little  interrup- 
tion, and  it  has  given  very  good  satisfaction.  The  quarterly  water 
bills  fully  attest  its  abundant  use.  It  is  hardly  time  yet  to  deter- 
mine its  annual  expensiveness. 

FINANCES. 

The  outlay  for  the  elevator,  together  with  the  cost  during  the 
last  twenty-seven  months  for  new  boilers,  new  pipe-drains,  new 
copper  gutters  around  the  library,  and  a  large  and  new  brick  safe, 
amounted  to  over  six  thousand  dollars,  and  all  has  been  paid  ;  and 
within  the  same  period  seven  thousand  dollars  have  been  paid  on 
our  still  oppressive  debt.  It  is  some  relief  to  know  that  this  in- 
cubus which  amounted  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  two  and 
a  half  years  ago,  has  been  reduced  eight  thousand  dollars,  and 
there  is  now  a  better  prospect  of  more  rapid  decrease  hereafter 
than  at  any  other  time  since  its  contraction. 

In  this  connection  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  long-talked-of 
new  Court  House  for  this  county  is  in  process  of  construction 


between  Pcmberton  Square  and  Somerset  Stred,  within  h«» 
doore,  or  less  than  seven^-fn-e  It-et  of  our  easterly  line,  and  cmtOMA 
fail  to  add  to  the  value  of  this  propem-.  The  proximih-  of  ^Kh 
n  utructure  emphaiizes  afreah  the  idea  of  addii^  two  more  ttoric* 
to  the  Coiifrrcgational  House.  The  opinion  of  the  umpire  who 
diMuadetl  from  the  undertaking  a  year  ago,  on  account  of  the  riilOf 
CHpcciall)-  of  the  impracticability  of  making  the  change  without  n- 
moving  the  occupantH  for  the  time  being,  is  empliatically  contni-  , 
vcncd  by  the  confident  opinion  of  the  ma«teT  re-builder  of  this  haute, 
who  put  in  fill  the  foundations,  and  has  re-constructed  many  n  large 
tniildmg  in  this  city  within  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  who  ii* 
hesitatingly  affirms  the  entire  safety  of  the  enlargement,  and  that 
it  can  be  done,  probably  at  somewhat  increased  expense,  without 
Krious  inconvenience  to  any  occupant.  This  subject  will  probably 
urtgagc  the  particular  attention  of  our  successors  at  no  very  distant 
day. 


tt  may  not  be  generally  understood  that  ours  is  not  a  popular 
circulating  library.  Xcitlier  its  original  purpose  nor  the  charac- 
ter of  its  uooka  suggest  that  conclusion.  Its  founders  intended  to 
make  it  strictly  a  reference,  consulting  libraiy.  bringing  to  it* 
hIiqIvcb  all  that  could  be  and  can  be  secured  which  will  slate  and 
illustrate  the  character,  principles,  polity,  and  history  o{  the  Pil- 
grim and  I'liritan  fathers  and  the  churches  they  cstiiblisheil.  ti>- 
gether  with  the  civil  instiliitioiis  that  grew  out  of  them.  Such 
works,  with  commentaries  on  the  Bible,  ecclesiastical  histoiy, 
biographies,  genealogies,  town  an<l  state  histories,  are  not  calcula- 
ted, nor  inteuded,  to  draw  the  crowd  that  wishes  to  while  away  a 
few  iiUe  hours  in  aimless  diversion.  So  that  while  our  readers 
may  be  comparatively  few,  they  are  incomparably  important; 
oik'ii  coming  from  a  great  distance  to  find  here  what  no  other 
public  lihrarv  in  the  conntrv  can  furnish.  Our  readers,  therefore, 
hIiduIiI  Ik-  estimated  hv  <]ua]itv  rather  than  by  quantity. 

Hesidcs,  it  should  lie  known,  as  it  is  not,  that  not  a  small  part 
of  the  work  of  (his  library  is  in  its  correspondence.  Letters  are 
i<jmiiii.',  nut  every  day,  indeed,  but  ven,*  often,  with  questions  im- 
|H>rUiiil,  in  the  writer's  esteem,  in  regard  to  a  great  many  topics, 
Mich  as  Miniv  particular  usage  of  the  early  churches ;  as  to  when 
public  rciidin^i;  of  the  Scriptures  commenced,  or  the  origin  and  ob- 
!s^'i  \  auct'  of  Thanksgiving  and  Past  ilavs  :  of  the  place  of  education, 
liiuc  of  si'lllcjiient,  dismission,  present  abode,  if  living,  or  time  of 
di'iiih  it' dead,  of  a  given  minister, — and  in  one  case  there  were  four 
Muli  in  llic  siimi-  cluircl).  requiring  an  entire  day's  search  to  find, 
iiilUili',  ailjusl,  and  wiile  out  tlic  desired  facts  ;  or  of  the  reputation 
anil  iiilapMtiou  of  a  certain  candidate  for  a  given  field,  especially 
as  to  Ills  foruiei  success,  if  previously  settled,  requiring  a  careful 
e\an)ination  of  ycar-luHiks  and  minutes  for  three  to  twenty  years; 
or  various  6lHti«tics,  of  which  tliere  seems  to  be  no  end  ;  furnishing 


data ;  reading  and  correcting  proof-sheets ;  looking  after  details ; 
keeping  a  current  register  of  ministerial  changes,  settlements, 
dismissals,  removals,  and  deaths  as  is  kept  nowhere  else,  but  very 
iraluable  ;  —  these  and  such  like  services,  for  our  widely-scattered 
:on8tituency,  take  time  and  labor  not  everywhere  credited. 

Moreover,  it  should  be  known  that  the  Assistant  Librarian's  desk 
8  **  the  intelligence  office  "  of  the  house,  to  say  nothing  of  a  much 
^ider  circle,  and  no  small  amount  of  time  is  taken  to  answer  the 
'  thousand  and  one  "  questions  that  are  honestly  propounded,  — 
>roper  enough,  of  course,  necessary,  it  seems, —  but  a  serious  inter- 
ruption to  the  important  and  pressing  work  that  waits  to  be  per- 
brmed.  We  have  five  huge  volumes  of  slip  catalogues,  already 
:oming  to  pieces,  that  must  be  copied  on  cards,  to  correspond  with 
:he  present  and  generally  adopted  mode  of  cataloguing.  It  is  all, 
ind  thus  far  more  than  she  can  do,  with  these  multitudinous  other 
luties,  to  keep  up  with  our  annual  increase  of  books  and  pam- 
3hlets.  For  a  fairly  expert  penman,  scarcely  less  than  three  years 
>f  diligent  labor  will  be  required  to  meet  this  demand,  which 
:annot  be  much  longer  delayed  without  serious  inconvenience. 

To  determine  a  little  more  definitely  about  how  many  callers 
)n  matters  strictly  ours,  for  reading,  or  inquiries  to  be  answered 
>y  the  stated  occupants  of  the  room,  the  Assistant  Librarian  has 
cept  as  accurate  a  tally  as  her  varied  duties  in  the  difl?erent  bal- 
:onies  would  permit,  for  the  months  of  March  and  April.  The 
iverage  numerically  is  low,  but  estimated  by  their  object  is  signifi- 
:ant,  varying  from  three  to  twentj^-nine,  daily  increasing  in 
lumbers  slowly  and  tarrying  longer ;  so  that  we  have  found  it 
lecessary  to  add  four  tables  for  reading  and  writing,  and  it  is  our 
mrpose  and  endeavor  to  make  this,  our  sole  room,  variously  con- 
enient  and  attractive  to  those  who  come  from  afar  or  near  seeking 
ts  benefits.  But  it  must,  in  truth,  be  said  that  there  are  callers  for 
►ther  objects,  who  do  not  seem  to  understand,  or  care  to  observe, 
he  proprieties  of  the  place,  compel  the  hint  which  one  of  our 
eaders  gave,  viz.,  that  "  the  study  of  metaphysics  and  loud  con- 
ersation  do  not  go  well  together  anyway."  And  this  suggests 
^'hat  has  been  in  the  thought  of  some  of  this  Board, —  that  the  time 
nay  not  be  ver^'  remote  when  this  room  must  be  exclusively  used 
'or  the  im-portant  purpose  for  which  it  was  opened  and  to  which 
t  tvas  dedicated. 

Books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts  have  been  received  in  gifts 
lore  numerously  than  in  any  previous  year  for  the  last  ten,  at  least, 
11  of  which  are  credited  in  a  detailed  list  of  both  givers  and  gifts 
n  the  last  pages  of  this  Report.  Particular  mention,  however, 
nust  be  made  of  a  few  especial  donations  from  most  unexpected 
ources. 

John  Langdon  Sible}',  lately  deceased,  and  for  many  years  a 
nost  successful  Librarian  of  Hanard  College,  took  a  deep  interest 
n  the  library  of  this  Association.  He  was  always  ready  for  ex- 
hange  of  duplicates  on  most  liberal  terms.     lie  gave  his  own 


private  libran-  to  his  widow,  who,  hai  ing  no  use  for  the  most  of 
it,  gave  it  to  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the  ultimute 
heir  to  his  estate.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green, 
the  Librarian  of  the  Historical  Society,  she  gladly  gave  the  theo- 
logical books,  twenty-eight  volumes,  to  our  shelves  ;  and  some  of 
these  books  are  of  especial  value. 

In  further  accordance  with  her  pleasure.  Dr.  Green  has  given 
us  in  exchange  forty  volumes, —  duplicates,  there,  but  all  new  here, 
seven  voliunes  of  which  are  local  histories,  among  which  is  the 
scarce  and  long-sought  history  of  Hadley  ;  seven  are  genealogies  j 
also  college  class  records,  biographies,  and  such  like,  together  with 
scores  of  pamphlets  yet  to  come,  leaving  the  exchange  prices  on 
both  sides  entirely  to  your  Librarian.  This  Board  owes  and  hereby 
tenders  Mrs.  Sibley  most  cordial  thanks  for  this  timelj'  and  gener- 
ous gift,  and  to  Dr.  Green,  at  whose  suggestion  and  through  whose 
kindness  it  has  been  received. 

The  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  State  Library,  Mr.  C.  B.  Til- 
linghast,  submitted  to  your  Librarian  a  written  catalogue  of  some 
thousands  of  duplicate  books  and  pamphlets  which  h.-id  accumu- 
lated there,  kindly  and  generously  oflermg  a  selection  of  anything 
unchecked  that  we  had  not  as  a  free  gift  for  preservation  and  use 
here-  The  result  of  a  patient  examination  by  our  Assistant  Libra- 
rian brought  to  our  shelves  just  two  hundred  books  and  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  pamphlets,  without  even  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation. They  consist  mainly  of  different  State  annual  reports 
of  various  organizations,  agricultural,  educational,  military,  char- 
itihle.  Also  some  huge  volumes  of  the  census  of  Ireland  and 
Scotland  of  years  ago.  Taken  all  in  all,  a  valuable  and  costless  ac- 
quisition, and  for  which  especial  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby 
cordially  given  to  the  generous  donor. 

Mrs.  John  O.  Means,  of  Auburndale,  has  generously  given  us 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  books  and  one  thousand  and  one  pam- 
phlets from  the  library  of  her  lately  deceased  husband,  a  former 
and  much  respected  member  of  this  board,  and  for  years  chairman 
of  our  Library  Committee.  While  these  are  largely  duplicates, 
they  are  variously  helpful. 

This  board  and  the  friends  of  this  Association  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  Samuel  D.  Warren,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  President* of  this 
Association,  for  the  princely  gift  of  the  entire  series  of  Hubert 
Howe  Bancroft's  histories  of  "The  Pacific  States,"  including; 
Native  Races,  5  vols. ;  Central  America,  2  vols. ;  Mexico,  5  vols. ; 
North  Mexican  States,  vol.  i ,  only  issued  ;  North-West  Coast,  2 
vols.  ;  California,  4  vols.,  issued  ;  Alaska,  i  vol. — twenty  solid  vol- 
umes, and  more  than  twenty  others  in  course  of  preparation  ;  viz., 
of  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Montana,  Nevada,  etc.,  and  a 
copy  of  each  is  promised  to  the  library  on  its  issue.  Each  of  the 
scries  thus  far  is  full  and  thorough,  based  on  wide  and  most  careful 
research,  having  at  its  commencement  an  extended  catalogue  of  the 
books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts  used  and  referred  to  ;  —  that  on 


Mexico  filling  ninety-two  solid  pages  with  mere  titles, —  each  set 
with  minute  and  full  index  ;  that  on  Native  Races  filling  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  pages.  Altogether  they  are  a  thesaurus  of  inval- 
uable facts  ofour  own  histor}',  all  but  a  complete  bibliography  of  our 
entire  western  coast.  A  more  opj>ortune,  needed,  useful,  and  valua- 
ble gift  of  books  has  never  been  made  to  the  library  from  its 
beginning,  and  for  which  the  most  cordial  and  sincere  "thanks  arc 
cheerfully  given  to  the  generous  donor. 

E.  P.  Burgess,  Esq.,  of  Dedham,  has  added  to  his  former 
noble  gifts  of  books  by  sending  us  one  hundred  and  fourteen  vol- 
umes, materially  increasing  our  permanent  stock,  meriting  sincere 
thanks. 

Mrs.  Caleb  Strong,  of  Hartford,  Ct.,  through  the  Rev.  S.  C. 
Strong,  D.D.,  of  South  Natick,  has  kindly  given  for  our  use  two 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  books  and  sixty-nine  pamphlets,  which 
fill  some  vacancies,  and  add  useful  material  for  exchange. 

We  have  also  thankfully  received  sixty-one  books  and  forty-four 
pamphlets  from  Mrs.  Edward  Crane,  of  Lexington,  which  are 
helpful. 

Our  former  friends  still  remember  us,  and  will  accept  our  grate- 
ful acknowledgments ;  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  bringing  redundant 
pamphlets  and  newspapers  by  scores  and  hundreds ;  so  W.  L. 
Greene  &  Co.  and  Dr.  S.  A.  Green,  with  unvarying  continuity; 
and  Dr.  H.  M.  Dexter  bringing  books  and  manuscript  volumes  of 
marked  value ;  and  Dr.  T.  T.  Munger,  of  New  Haven,  Ct. ;  and 
Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron,  of  this  city,  supplying  all  the  issues  of  the 
present  State  Legislature ;  and  many,  many  others,  as  can  be  seen 
further  on, — giving  us  a  total  of  eleven  hundred  and  fort^'  books  and 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  pamphlets  which  have 
been  received  during  the  year  now  closing.  Our  actual  increase 
in  books  has  been  encouraging, —  a  larger  number  added  both  in 
books  and  pamphlets  to  our  permanent  stock  than  in  the  previous 
year.  From  actual  count  the  library  has  Twenty-five  Thou- 
sand Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-five  volumes,  of  which  nine 
hundred  and  nine  have  been  added  this  last  year.  And  there  are 
seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  duplicate  books. 
Of  pamphlets,  there  is  a  large  collection  rapidly  increasing,  esti- 
mated to  be  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY, 

Por  the  Directors. 
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BY-LAWS. 


AkTiCLK  I.  The  exercises  of  the  annual  meeting  shall  be:  prayer;  hearing  the  report  of  the 
r>irector».,  and  otlier  officers  having  report.*  to  make :  action  upon  the  «ame  ;  the  election  of  otticers ;  and 
the  performance  of  such  other  business  as  shall  properly  come  belore  the  meeting*. 

Akt.  II.  'i  he  Directors  shall  prescribe  their  own  times  of  meetings,  as  their  judgment  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  Association  may  suggest,  and  the  mrthod  of  calling  the  same.  All  their  meetings  shall 
be  opened  with  prayer.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  and  order  any  public  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  Anniversary  purposes  which  they  may  think  ht. 

Art.  III.  At  the  first  Directors'  meeting  after  tluir  appointment,  a  Chairman  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  and  a  Finance  Committee  and  Library  Committee  by  nomination  (each  of  three  member>},  to  .serve 
respectively  for  the  year.  Inimedi.itcly  after  the  opening  of  each  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  shall  be  read,  and  a  docket  of  business,  prepared  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librarian, 
ahall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for  action,  to  which  anv  niembcr  may  add  other  items 

Art.  IV.  'I  he  Directors  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  for  the  y«ar  at  each  ;innual  meeting  of 
th^  As.4iKiation,  and  suggest  huch  measures  for  the  action  of  the  body  as,  in  their  judgment,  its  welfare 
require*. 

Art.  V.    The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  discharge  the  duiie*  ordinarily  belonging  to  that  office 

Art.  VL  Ihe  Recording  Secretary  shall  make  full  record  of  whatever  business  i>>  transacted  in  the 
meetings,  both  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
kept  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association 

Art.  VII  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association,  and  hold  the 
j>:ime  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors:  who  shall  also  define  the  dutie-t  and  responsibilities  of  the  .Assist- 
ant 'treasurer,  paying  only  such  bills  as  have  the  certified  approv.il  of  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  He  shall  report  the  state  of  the  I'reasury  to  the  Associ.itiun  at  their  annual  meetings,  and  to 
the  Directors  whenever  desired  by  them  to  do  so. 

OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Article  I.  As  the  Library  is  intended  to  be  es.sentially  a  library  of  reference,  no  book,  pamphlet,  or 
manuscript  except  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  loaned  to  any  person  whatever,  or  be  removed  from 
the  i^ibrary  room,  save  for  the  pur|)oscs  of  binding  or  repair,  without  the  written  permission  of  one  of  the 
I  ibrary  Committee.  In  especial  cases,  the  Librarian  may.  on  his  own  nersonal  responsibility,  loan  such 
btioktt  and  pamphlets  (and  such  only)  as  can  be  easily  duplic.ited,  the  classification  having  been  made  by 
the  Library  Committee:  but  no  book,  pamphlet,  or  manuscript  shall  be  loaned  for  a  period  of  more  than 
one  week,  without  a  special  vote  from  the  Library  Committee. 

Art.  II.  Persons  not  members  of  this  Association,  properly  vouching  their  respectability  to  the 
Librarian,  on  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  and  the  record  of  their  names  and  address  upon  the  I'mtors* 
Bv**k  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  full  permission  to  consult  the  Library  during  library  hours. 
subject,  as  to  details,  to  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian. 

Art.  III.  All  specially  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  and  curiosities  belonging  to  the  Library  shall 
be  kept  under  lock  and  key,  and  .shall  be  consulted  only  under  the  eye  of  the  Librarian  or  his  assistants. 

Art  IV.  All  books  and  manuscripts  shall  be  suitably  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  made  accessible  to  the 
ase  of  persons  desiring  to  consult  the  same. 

Art  V.  The  Library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-davs  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  except  on  days  of  public  observtince 

Art.  VL  All  books,  tracts,  maps,  and  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  Association  shall  be  distinctly 
marked  as  it»  property :  and  any  sucii  book,  tract,  or  manuscript  that  shall  be  presented  to  the  Society, 
shall  bear  notice  of  the  fact,  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

Art.  VII.  Manuscripts  of  a  confidential  character,  should  such  become  the  property  of  the  Associ.v 
tion,  shall  be  kept  in  a  place  of  special  deposit,  and  consulted  only  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
prescribed  bv  the  Library  Committee. 

Art  vim.  No  manuscript,  or  part  of  a  manuscript,  belonging  to  the  Association  shall  be  copied  or 
published  except  on  vote  of  the  Library  Committee:  but  this  rule  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
publicati<m  of  names,  dates,  and  like  memoranda,  without  such  special  permission. 

Art.  IX.  I'he  Librarian  may  exclude  from  the  Library  any  person  abusing  the  privileges  thereof; 
but  such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Directors. 

THE    LIBRARIAN. 

Article  I.    The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  books,  tracts,  maps,  pictures,  curiosities,  manu- 
acript*.  and  other  propertv  of  the  Association  appropriate  to  the  Library:   shall  be  responsible  for  the 
proper  care,  good  condition,  and  good  order  of  the  same-    shall  cause  to  be  made,  and  kept  exact  and  ' 
perfect,  catalogues  of  each  and  all  of  them :  and  shall  do  whatever  may  be  in  his  power,  at  all  times,  to 
keep  •'afr.'ly,  and  .idd  to,  the  collections  under  his  care  —all  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  t.'ommittee. 

.Art.  il.  He  shall  acknowledge  every  donation  made  to  these  collections  by  a  note  addressed  to  the 
donor. 

Art.  hi.  He  shall  report  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Directors  all  donations  made  to  the  Library 
since  the  last  meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  donors  and  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  present  a  statement 
'•f  the  principal  acces>ionH  of  the  year,  with  due  mention  of  the  condition  and  most  pressing  needs  of  the 
Library,  .ind  suggestions  of  any  action  thereon  deemed  expedient. 

Art.  IV.  i'he  Librarian  .shall  have  the  service  of  one  or  more  assistants,  and  on  such  terms  as  the 
Library  Committee  may  recommend,  and  the  Directors  appoint  and  determine. 

Akt  V.  In  order  to  secure  the  greatest  attainable  safety  in  the  use  of  the  structure  on  which  so  much 
has  been  expended  to  make  thoroughly  fire-proof,  the  Librarian  shall  he  held  personally  responsible  that 
every  iron  shutter,  with  the  extra  doors,  be  invariably  closed  and  securely  fastened  during  all  the  period 
intervening  between  the  end  of  Library  hours  for  one  day  and  their  beginning  for  the  next.  He  shall  never 
himself  enter  the  room,  nor  allow  any  other  person  to  do  so.  with  any  lamp,  candle,  or  similar  light,  ex- 
cept il  be  within  a  lantern,  for  additional  safety ;  and  in  no  cKe  shall  a  kerosene  or  spirit-lamp  be  used. 

Art.  VI.  The  Librarian  shall  be  present  in  the  Library,  in  person  or  by  his  a.*sistant,  during  the 
regular  hours  heretofore  e.stablished  in  these  By-Laws,  and  shall  do  all  in  his  power  to  aid  the  investica- 
tiun  of  those  desiring  to  use  the  books  and  other  collections  He  shall  allow  no  person  not  a  Director  to 
be  f>re»ent  in  the  Library,  unless  he  be  there  in  person,  or  by  hi*  assistant :  and  he  shal'  •xercise  nuitabic 
vigilancet  lest  ill  use  be  made  of  the  Library  by  nntru*tworthy  persons. 

Art.  VI  I.     All  By-Laws,  or  parts  of  By-Laws,  not  in  harmonv  with  the  foregoing,  are  hereby  reiiealud. 

Art.  VI 1 1.    1*hese  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  at  any  regularly-caUed  mee\\TitL  ^^  ^^^  k*«>t^\>\>wcv^>ail 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  preteot. 
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TaaoMsee  Stats  Boanl  o!  Health,  Nashvllla,  Tenti. 

Thompson,  Bev.  A.  C.,  D.D..  Boxbury 

Todd,  Mrt.  John,  Plttadeld 

Todd,  Thamaa,  Boaton 

Torroj,  Bradford,  Boston 

TrlDlt;  Collate,  (laittord,  Ct. 

Xvaka^  Her.  J.  T.,  D.I>.,  Boaton 

Tyler,  Hra.  Abbv  h.  H.,  WInchestar 

IJIer,  Prof.  W.  ft.,  Amherst 

Cnlled  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication,  plttabnrdh,  Pa. 
United  States  Baresu  of  Education.  Wasblnston,  I).  C. 
Doited  Stales  Civil  Service  Coiumlsblan,  WgablDirton,  D.  C 
LiDlled  States  Department  of  the  Enierior,  Washington,  D.  C. 
[lulled  Stales  Patent  Ufflce,  Washington,  D.  C.      . 
United  StstCB  Treasurr  Deonnnient,  WashlngtOD,  D.  V. 
United  States  Wnr  Department  Wasbtnglon,  D.  C.       .        . 

Wnldron,  Kev.  D.W.,  Boston 

Walker,  Bev.  George  L.,  D  D.,  Hartford,  Ct  . 

Ward,  Bev.  Joseph,  D.D.,  Yankton,  Dak. 

Warrea,  8.  D,.  BoBtiin  ,  

Warren  Streoi  Chaiiel,  noston 

Weeks.  Bobert  1).,  Kenark.  N.  J 

Wliltmoro,  Urs.  C.  O,.  Bohlou 

Whitney,  Miss  K.  J.,  Boston 

Wilder.  Hon.  Harslmll  P.,  Dorehostcr 

Wilder,  Mrs  K,  B,  SomeTvlIle 

WilllaniB.  Bev.  N,  W..  Prorldenoe,B.  1 

Winlhrop,  Hon  B.  C,  BobIod     .        .  .... 

Womnn'B  Board  of  MlBBlon*,  Boalon 

Woodworth.  Bev.  C.  L.,  D.D.,  Boston 

Wright.  Carrot]  D.,  Hoaton .       . 

Tale  Collrge,  Nuw  Havep,  Ct 
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ISnttm: 

MlflUCAN  CONGREGATION  A 1.   ,\«nii  vth  i*; 

cmwmuAniWM.  iiacii. 

iS6;. 


J; 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

^mciican  Cang»{)ationaI  ^SDaciatiou. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

I'a  y.iirOKt  7kaus.iiiJ  Eigkl  HmtJrtJ and  Fifiy-Fimr. 
mcoiporiie  itie  CongregxioDil  Library  Aiwcialion,  u  Baitou- 
oinf  Ifaal  e/ Rtfrtitittaiaiti,  in  Gmrrml  Conri  Aisrmtird,  Hid  ty  ll 


[  SKCTrciN  1.  Bufsi  ADdccson,  Joseph  S.  Dark,  Juliui  A.  Filmcr,  their  utociatn  and  taco 
TLut  h«rEby  oidc  ■  cDrparitian  b)'  Iha  niDia  of  ths  Coiigrccmliinijil  Library  A»o(uiiaD.  ai  Bon 
r-ttie  purpois  of  etiabliiliing  md  pBrpalu sling  a  librar;  of  the  rElijiaui  hi>iory  aod  literature  ol 
k  te_.r..J   ,.j  („,.!, . ( -'■lo  building  for  ihe  accommodalion  of  ■'• — -■  '—  ' 

liaotci  of  IhE  RfViicd  StUuUi 
B  devotadta  tbeaTgrcliaidpurpiiieB.'         lApprorcd  by  IheCioi 
Bi  a  macUd,  rtc  ,  at/Maas :  — 
1  SacnoH  I.    Tbs  CangrcK'tional  Library  Aiiociailon,  al  Boalas,  is  hereby  anthDriied  lo  faoU  ml 

.  n  uT  fbrth  ia  the  Act  of  Inuipantna 

.    Thli  aci  shall  tilie  an*^  f»ni"and  afterlu  p"/Eage '' 

[Approved  b)[  Ihe  Oovemor.  April  14,  iSjfcJ 

H4^a(«iacfc*  **.,(u/iartw:— 

Sccrrini  i.  The  CnuTviliaail  Ubrur  A*ia«*lii*  i>  hereby  authoriied  id  cbani"  its  uma.  Hi 
tn  take  the  sure  of  Ihe  American  Congregatioaal  Aaaociation. 

Sac  1.  Ib  addilioB  to  Iha  powart  harelofara  granted  aaid  corporation,  it  ii  lierebjr  aulhoriied  M  J> 
aach  act!  a>  may  promote  Ihe  intereit  of  ConErentiotial  chnrcbri—  by  pgbliibinK  •rnrki ;  by  far^akbi 
ehurehei.  andSabbath-KhDal.;  promat^g  friendl/imirtDBS 


■id  lo  parithea,  ehuri 

>Ue"i'ngVnVd°>hur™ngfu"a»'fnr  Ihl  1. 

Sec  3-    Thii  act  aball  take  effect  on  i»  paiiage.         (Approved  by  Ihe  Coye 


B4  itrmoilrJ,  tie..  ai/tllnKi:  — 

:oneregalianaI  Attocialion,  al  Boilon,  »  horeby  anlhoriiad  to  held  ml 
11  oi  fcur  hundred  and  fifty  ihoDaaDd  dollar*  Id  addition  10  the  awn* 
hnri.ed  by  law  lu  hold. 

pun  ill  paiiago.      (Approved  by  the  Ca*mioi,  Feb  14,  tlri.] 


CONSTITUTION. 


ArricLal.    Thenameof  Ihii  body  thall  be  the  A>iiiaic*H  CaNCRtCATIOHAi.  Assoc lATinn 
Ait.  II.    Tbeobjeclof  Ihii  A»ocialiun  ohall  be  ig  lecgre  ihe  eredioa,  id  the  cily  of  llaMoa,rfl 
CoHGRBGATtiWAL  Hoi^u.  for  the  mc«liiig>  of  the  bgdj,  the  accommodatioB  of  iti  library,  and  fc»  *i 

•cripta,  and  a  coHecllon  of  psnraili  and  relici  of  ihepui:  and  to  dovhaUTer  elae  —  irilhin  the  bik 
aTila liiarleT-ahall  aerve  to  iUutiraie  Congregalionil  hi»ory,  and  promote  Ihe  general  intereiU  etita 

°*!S!^UL*  Th?m  AunciatioD  ihall  he  eotnpoted  of  Orlbodoji  Congregation aliil a,  who  ahall  hare  haw 

of  whom  ihall  couiitute  a  quorum  for  the  traniaetiun  nl  buiiness.  Thau  oScera  ahkll  be  chncn  by  W> 
loi  at  the  atiDUal  mretinn.        ■       c      x,     y,  ■        i  „(f,  jf         M      h    '  wt' 

neallnil^hhallb^h^ldinltDXon.  on  Tuewia.  precediag  Ihe  la-l  Wednetday  in  Mar,''iD''wb  yu^j  i 
ild''air.prciariiie«mg!''ii"tt  be^X^  bT'J.ublithed"Mii«i  in  Ihe  Onhod™  Con^egl'tianal  Mik  j 
"""u-tTvi,    Thii  Con.lilulinn  m|iy  be  allered  at  any  annual  mening  by  a  Tota  of  mo  thitdt  ef*  ' 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


*   BUSINESS    MEETING. 

The  thirty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist) 
was  held  in  the  Congregational  House,  May  24,  1887,  at  12  m. 

Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  President,  occupied  the  chair.  Prayer 
was  offered  by  the  Rev.  George  M.  Adams,  D.D.,  Holliston,  Mass. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Directors  and  of  the  Treasurer  were  read, 
accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for  publication  at  their 
discretion. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  a  statement  and  his- 
tory of  his  personal  connection  with  this  Association  for  twenty- 
five  years,  which  was  accepted,  and  unanimously  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  full  with  the  Annual  Report. 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Quint  thereupon  presented  the  following  minutes :  — 

See  page  14. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter  proposed  the  following  resolution  for  an 
amendment  to  the  By-Laws,  which  had  been  announced  in  the 
notice  for  this  meeting,  and  was  now  still  further  explained. 

Resolved^  That  Article  III.  of  the  By-Laws  be  amended,  by 
inserting  in  the  second  line  after  the  words  "  Finance  Committee," 
t:he  words,  "A  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Congregational 
House." 

The  following  persons  were  proposed  for  membership,  and 
'were  unanimously  elected  by  ballot,  viz.  :  — 


Alexander,  Rev.  Walter  S 
Baldwin,  Rev.  Fritz  W. 
Baldwin,  Hon.  Henry 
Cobb,  Rev.  William  H. 
Dean,  N.  Bradford 
Dexter,  Rev.  Morton  . 
Farley,  Arthur  C. 
Fullerton,  Rev.  Bradford 
Gregg,  Rev.  David 
Griffis,  Rev.  Wm.  E.,  D.D. 
Grover,  Rev.  George  W. 
Heath,  Rev.  Albert  H. 
HoDGKiNS,  Frank  C. 

HODGKINS,  Wm.  H. 

Howard,  Rev.  Rowland  B. 
MowRY,  Wm.  a.,  Ph.D. 
Price,  Rev.  L.  V.    . 
Weston,  Thomas,  Jr. 
Whittlesey,  Henry  L. 


,  D.D. 


M. 


Cambridge. 

Chelsea. 

Allston. 

Uxbridge. 

Taunton. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Waltham. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Nashua,  N.  H. 

New  Bedford. 

Somerville. 

Somerville. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Somerville. 

Newton. 

.     Chelsea. 


A  committee  of  three  on  nominntions  reported  in  two  parts :  — 
I.     The  following  list  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  whn 
were  unanimously  elected  by  ballot :  — 

President. 
Hon.  RUFUS  S.  FROST,  Chelsea. 


I  'ice-  Presidents. 

Hon.  WiLLcAM  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 
Hon.  Nelson  Dingi.ev,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 
Rev.  Samitei,  C.  Bahti.ett,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H. 
Pres.  Matthew  H.  Buckham,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Rev.  Edwin-  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  Wellesley,  Mass. 
Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Laihie,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Wm.  M.  Babboi'b,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Rev.  Gko.  Leon  Walker,  D.D.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D-,  New  York  Citv. 
Rev.  Richard  S-  Storks,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y". 
Rev.  J.  Fames  Rankin,  D.D.,  Orange,  N.  J. 
Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews.  D.D.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hvbe,  D.D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Eliphalet  W.  Blatchkord,  Esq..,  Chicago,  111. 
Rev.  Harvey  D.  Kitchel,  D.D.,  E.  Liverpool,  Ohio 
Rev.  William  Salter,  D.D.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Rev.  Geo.  Mooar,  D.D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 


Directors. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Ql-int,  D.D.,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxhury,  Mass. 

Frank  Wood,  Esq..,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

M.  F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Edward  A.  Sti/dley,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

S.  Brainard  Pratt,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  1.  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  West  Newton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester,  Mass. 

Mortimer  B.  Mason,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev,  B.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Roxhury,  Mass. 

Chas.  a.  Richardson,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Rev.  David  Gregg,  Boston,  Mass. 

Wm.  H.  Hodgkins,  Esq.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

With  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurer. 


5 

Treasurer. 
C.  C.  BURR,  Esq.,  Auburndale. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 
Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  D.D.,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NO  YES,  South  Byfield. 

Auditor, 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Nominations,  Part  II. 

Resolved^.  That  the  election  of  Librarian  and  Assistant  Treas- 
urer be  postponed  to  an  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  called  at  such 
time  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Board  of  Directors ;  and  that 
Board  be  instructed  to  select  one  or  more  suitable  candidates 
whose  names  shall  be  presented  at  that  meeting ;  and  that  until 
such  choice  be  made,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Langworthy  be  requested  to 
act  as  temporary  Librarian  and  temporary  Assistant  Treasurer. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Daniel  P.  Noyes,  Recording  Secretary. 


THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


American  Congregational  Associatior 


the  American  Congregational  Associa 
it  quite  proper  to  report  briefly  the  work  of  their  employes 
the  twelve  months  past.     It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say,  in 
outset,  that  this  last  year  has  been  quite  the  average  of  foiM 
favorable  years,  taking  all  in  all. 


The  rooms  of  the  Congregational  House  have  been  (&*>% 
occupied,  and,  in  the  main,  at  fair  rents,  all  of  which  have  b  — -**" 
promptly  paid.  No  large  outlay  has  been  required  for  chan.  -£^^ 
or  repairs.  The  demand  for  a  committee,  consulting,  social  ro—  ■"" 
has  been  ureent,  both  for  the  convenience  of  our  constituency  ^^3"'' 
the  relief  of  our  readers  in  the  Library- room.  It  is  suggeste^^  ^ 
quite  practicable  that  there  be  a  division  of  the  lesser  part 
Pilgrim  Hall,  taking  a  strip  next  the  folding-doors,  makin^S^? 
room,  say  ten  by  thirty-one  feet ;  and,  in  case  of  occasional  ne^^**^' 
the  folding-doors  can  be  opened  for  the  overflow  from  the  lar^^^' 
hall.  By  the  broad  stairway  and  the  elevator  it  will  be  eass— — "X 
reached.  The  remainder  of  that  part  of  the  original  hall,  S;;:::^^ 
two  other  eligible  adjacent  rooms,  ought,  and  probably  wou — —^r' 
aflbrd  as  much  income  as  is  now  received  for  that  part  of  t;;:^^^"^ 
building  as  at  present  occupied. 


The  sum  of  $i  ,000  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of  t-^^^**" 
late  Rev.  George  Punchard,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  ■PP''"^^^^ 
priated    to  the  uses  of  the  Library,  which,  added  to  the  Ald^  * 
gift  of  $500,  gives  us  a  Library  fund  of  $1,500.  ^^^ 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  ponderous  debt  hi— ^^ 
been  reduced  $5,000  during  the  closing  year,  leaving  a  balance  - 
$187,000  still  against  us,  not  including  the  Library  btnd.     And  J 

is  gratifying  to  report  tbat  our  rate  of  interest  from  January,  188^^^* 


for  five  years,  is  only  four  per  cent ;  quite  a  reduction  from  four 
2nd  one-quarter,  five,  six,  six  and  one-half,  and  seven  per  cent, 
^which  we  have  hitherto  paid.  It  may  surprise  our  friends  to 
know  that  this  Association  has  paid  since  1871  on  three  mortgage 
notes  (one  of  which  is  canceled)  the  sum  of  $191,785.13  in 
interest  alone,  nearly  all  of  which  has  come  from  the  rents  of 
the  house :  suggestive  of  the  comfortable  circumstances  in  which 
our  successors  will  find  themselves  when  this  cumbersome  debt 
shall  be  paid. 

LIBRARY. 

The  gifts  of  books  have  been  less  numerous  than  in  some 
previous  years,  but  of  scarcely  less  value.  Among  especial 
clonations  is  that  of  E.  P.  Blatchford,  Esq.,  of  Chicago;  viz., 
^44,00  in  money,  with  which  to  buy  the  complete  set  of  "Nar- 
rative and  Critical  History  of  America,  illustrated,"  four  volumes 
of  ivhich  have  been  already  received.  A  most  timely,  valuable, 
"but  w^holly  unsolicited  gifl. 

The  Rev.  A.  B.  Smith  gave,  by  will,  his  large  library  to  ours, 
except  what  his  son-in-law  —  and  executor,  the  Rev.  Elijah 
liarmon,  of  Wilmington  —  might  wish  for  himself.  The  latter 
-was  very  generous,  leaving  the  bulk,  two  hundred  and  fifty-two 
books  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifly-five  pamphlets 
for  our  use,  sending  them,  without  a  farthing's  cost,  to  our  room. 
Among  the  books  were  quite  a  number  needed  here,  such  as 
Young's  Concordance,  ten  volumes  of  Lange's  Commentary, 
several  biographies,  and  some  miscellaneous  works  of  value.  And 
among  the  duplicates  was  a  complete  set  of  the  Biblical  Repository 
in  numbers,  seldom  found,  also  a  large  part  of  the  Bibliotheca 
Sacra ;  altogether  adding  largely  to  our  resources  for  exchange. 

We  are  again  favored  by  the  American  Board  this  year  in  the 
gift  of  fifteen  books  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  pamphlets ; 
and  by  the  Congregationalist  sending  to  our  table  twenty-seven 
books  and  four  hundred  and  fourteen  pamphlets. 

Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  keeps  us  still  in  mind,  giving  us  this 
year  twenty-nine  books  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  pamphlets, 
Desides  suggesting  sources  whence  a  desired  volume  might  be  se- 
cured on  application. 

Rev.  T.  T.  Munger,  D.D.,  continues  to  aid  us  in  occasional 
packages,  nearly  all  new  here  ;  numbering  this  year  seventeen  books 
,  and   thirty-nine  pamphlets.     The  Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron   kindly 
keeps  our  files  complete  in  current  State  documents. 

The  Rev.  F.  N.  Peloubet,  D.D.,  is  the  free  giver  of  forty-six 
books  and  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  pamphlets,  and  the  Rev. 
H.  A.  Hazen  has  placed  at  our  disposal  three  books  and  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  pamphlets.  Many  others  have  remembered 
our  needs  in  a  similar  way,  whose  gifts  are  duly  registered  on  fol- 
lowing pages,  to  all  of  whom  cordial  thanks  are  rendered. 


At  the  last  ;innual  meeting  it  was  voted  tlint  the  LibrariUi 
under  the  advice  of  the  Library  Comtnittee,  have  the  authority  W 
use  a  sum  not  exceeding  $500  for  the  purposes  of  the  lihrar\'.  In 
accordance  with  this  vote,  tliere  have  been  paid  for  binding,  $5^.6;; 
for  the  bust  of  Professor  Park,  $25.00;  and  for  books,  periodical, 
and  papers,  $151.78, —  a  total  of$229.43.  Among  the  books  pu^  ] 
chased  were  ti^een  vohimes  of  Lange's  Commentary,  compleliog  | 
our  set, —  a  great  work  long  wanted  here.  Also  SchafT's  Heizog 
Cyclopedia,  with  the  supplement, —  a  valmiblc  acquisition.  Also 
Austin's  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island ;  but  mostly 
local  histories, —  altogether  an  appreciable  addition  to  our  Library- 
There  have  been  given  to  the  Library  during  the  closing  year,  sii 
hundred  and  eighty-three  books  and  live  tliousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-four  pamphlets,  and  a  few  manuscripts.  Mr.  William 
L.  Greene,  of  Maiden,  has  given  to  our  collection  an  excellent  eo- 
graved  likeness  of  tlie  Rev.  Charles  G.  Finney,  nicely  Iromed  and  in 
good  condition.  The  Hon.  Alpheus  Hardy  has  sent  us  a  portrait, 
unframed,  of  the  Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.D.,  and  in  all  probability 
it  will  be  left  here  in  permanency. 

Our  system  of  exchanges  has  been  continued,  and  there  i* 
ample  room  for  its  enlargement.  More  dujilicates  have  been 
profitably  disposed  of  than  in  any  previous  year,  mostly  by  **' 
change ;  some  have  been  sold,  which  with  the  sale  of  waste-pa?^ 
have  brought  us  $90.01. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors,  May  27th,  it  was  voted  "  tW* 
a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  be  placed  at  the  disp*^ 
of  the  Library  Committee." 

The  resignation  of  the  Librarian  was  tendered  June  7,  188^  "*  . 
take  etfect  on  the  appointment  and  acceptance  of  a  successor.  .^ 

committee  of  three  was  chosen  to  look  for  and  recommend  a  s  "^^ 
ableperson  to  fill  the  place,  which  has  not  yet  been  done. 

The  Library  at  this  time  contains,  by  actual  count,  twenty — ^  : 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nine  books  in  our  regular  series  (an 
crease  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  volumes) ,  and  of  dup^^ 
cates  seven  thousand  two  hundred  eighty-four  books  (increase,  o^^ 
hundred  and  live) , — making  a  total  of  thirty-three  thousand  four  hi^*^ 
dred  and  seventy-three  volumes.  Of  pamphlets,  by  a  close  estim^^ 
we  must  have  quite  ninety  thousand  in  our  regular  series,  and  mo.  "^ 
than  half  as  many  more  in  duplicates, —  making  a  total  of  pamphle'^ 
of  one  hundred  and  fortv  thonsand.  All  of  which  is  respectful^ 
submitted. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

ISAAC  P.  LANG  WORTHY, 

C«rraponding  Secretary-^ 

Rev.  Dr.  Dexter,  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee,  re- 
spectfully referred  to  the  report  of  the  Directors  for  all  needed  in — 
formation  as  to  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Library,  and  this-* 
was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  said  report. 


PERSONAL  STATEMENTS  OF  THE  RETIRING  LIBRARIAN. 


In  closing  twenty-five  years  of  official  connection  with   the 
American   Congregational  Association,  I   hope  a  few   personal 
reminiscenses  and  suggestions  will  not  be  deemed  out  of  place. 
It  was  early  in  1861  that  the  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Clark,  D.D., 
then  Librarian  and  Corresponding  Secretary,  invited  me  to  take  a 
vacant  desk  in  the  Library  for  my  own  use  when  in  Boston.     I 
was  then  in  the  service  of  the  American  Congregational  Union 
as   Corresponding  Secretary,  entered  into  four  years  before,  and 
in   ivhich  service  I  found  an  ample  field  and  much  satisfaction. 
But  August  17th,  in  that  very  year,  the  good  doctor  finished  his 
work  on  earth,  and  entered  upon  his  rest ;  an  irreparable  loss  to 
this  institution.     Immediately  thereafter  the  Directors  wished  me 
to  take  the  oversight  of  the  lad  who  was  Dr.  Clark's  assistant ; 
also  to  superintend  the  distribution  of  the  Congregational  ^uar- 
ieriyt  of  which  I  was  one  of  the  editors.     At  the  annual  meeting. 
May  27,  1862,  I  was  elected  Librarian  and  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, to  help  tide  the  Association  over  its  pecuniary  straits,  re- 
ceiving only   $200   toward    my   salary ;    the    arrangement    fully 
approved    by    the    Trustees    of   the    American    Congregational 
Union.     And  this  amount  was  annually  paid  until  Dec.  i,  1865; 
ceasing  then  at   my  request,  because  the  receipts  for  the  Union 
required  considerable  of  the  time  of  the  assistant  in  the  Library. 
A  number  of  the  Directors  often  expressed  a  strong  desire  that  I 
should  give  up  the  church-building  work,  and  devote  my  whole 
time  to  the  interests  of  the  Association.     Against  this  importunity 
I  alw^ays  urged  my  complete  unfitness  for  the  duties  of  a  librarian, 
because  of  my  ignorance  of  books  in  general,  and  as  being  utterly 
destitute  of  any  antiquarian  taste ;   and,  moreover,  I  was  quite 
contented  and  happy  in  the  service  in  which  I  was  then  engaged. 

But  at  the  annual  meeting,  May  29,  1866,  it  was  voted  that  "  in 
the  judgment  of  this  Association  it  is  expedient  for  the  Directors, 
as  soon  as  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association  will  allow,  to 
take  measures  for  securing  the  entire  services  of  some  suitable 
person  as  Corresponding  Secretary."  At  a  meeting  of  the  Direc- 
tors, Dec.  II,  1866,  "on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson,"  — 
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outlays :  and  if  to  that  should  be  added  higher  interest,  as  would 
be  almost  certain,  our  embarrassments  would  be  serious.  Three 
hundred  dollars  a  year  for  binding  and  the  purchase  of  most 
needed  works  would  be  a  great  help,  and  more  is  not  tndtspensa- 
ble,  especially  as  we  now  have  $60  annuallv  assured  from  the 
$1,500  library-  fund.  1  would  much  rather  hasten  the  day  when 
our  strictly  hene\-olent  societies  shall  be  here  rent  free,  than  expend 
more  largely  upon  the  Library  for  some  years  to  come.  Mtweorer, 
I  happen  to  know  of  at  least  one  bequest,  of  no  mean  sum,  that  ii 
depending  on  the  economy,  with  which  our  finances  are  manned. 

I  wish  also  to  put  ilpon  record  my  deep  and  deepeniDg  con- 
victions that  the  interests  of  this  Librarj-  will  be  best  subserved  by 
holding  its  room  most  scrupulously  to  the  purposes  for  which  11 
was  built  and  to  which  it  was  dedicated- 

I  must  not  weary  you  further  than  to  say  that  I  accepted  the 
position  I  have  held  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  under  a  pressure 
of  what  seemed  to  be  imperious  duty.  It  was  neither  sought  nor 
desired  for  what  it  promised.  No  one  can  more  deeply  regret 
than  I  do  tliat  no  more  has  been  achieved.  In  extenuation,  please 
recall  some  of  the  obstacles,  such  as  the  total  denomi national  io- 
dlHerence  almost  universal,  the  numerous  rival  causes,  the  honest 
fears  of  consolidation  of  so  many  societies  under  one  roof,  and  the 
little,  ver)'  little  we  had  to  begin  with  as  a  basis  of  action  and  hope. 

I  must  claim  that  the  work  has  had  whatever  was  available  in 
me.  It  has  absorbed  my  day  thoughts  and  myvery night  dreams. 
From  the  beginning,  1  regarded  it  as  my  last  earthly  work,  and  it 
quickly  became  mv  tenderly  loved  work.  I  leave  it  with  reluc- 
Uince,  yet  in  strong  hope  that  he  who  takes  it  up  will  find  it  vari- 
ously agreeable,  and  be  many  times  more  successful  than  his  pred- 
ecessor has  been.  It  is  impossible  that  I  should  not  always  feel  a 
lively  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  this  house,  to  its  occupants, 
and  to  this  library  in  its  future  growth  and  increasing  usefldness. 


The  following  is  the  minute  referred  to  on  page  3  : — 
"In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  P.  Langworthy 
has  declared  his  intentitm  to  retire,  at  this  meeting,  from  ser\'ice 
in  the  offices  which  he  has  held  for  the  full  period  of  twenty-five 
years, —  offices  whose  names  scarcely  indicitte  the  work  to  which 
he  has  been  called, — 

"Resolved.  That  [hih  Association  places  upon  record  for  perpetual 
preservation,  its  npprecintion  of  the  signal  ability  and  steadfast  devotion 
with  which  he  has  gi^en  himself  to  this  work  during  his  long  and  hon- 
orable time  of  service;  of  his  eelf-denying  effbriE  in  securing  funds  in 
trying  times  of  our  history,  which,  with  the  generosity  of  others,  have 
placed  this  institution  upon  permanent  and  useKil  ground ;  of  his  devotion 
to  the  Library,  which  has  thus  grown  from  3.638  volume*  to  33t473,  and 
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from  20,000  pamphlets  to  140,000  (without  cost  to  the  treasury)  ;  and  of  his 
jeSi.loui  care  for  all  the  interests  of  the  House,  and  his  love  for  the  great 
csi^vase  of  the  Master  which  inspired  all  these  works.  The  thanks  of  this 
A^ssociation  are  tendered  him,  with  the  feeling  that  the  success  of  this 

Home  is  the  memorial  of  his  life. 

^^  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Langworthy  be  congratulated  upon  the  vigor  of 

mind  and  body  which  mofe  than  eighty  years  have  so  lightly  touched,  and 

wfiich  promises  years  vet  of  enjoyment  and  respect. 

**'  Resolved y  That  he  be  requested  to  retain  the  office  of  Corresponding 

Secretary,  with  such  duties  and  compensation  as  may  be  arranged  by  the 

Board  of  Directors. 

Respectfully, 

A.  H.  Quint, 

Henry  M.  Dexter,  }-  Committee^ 

C.  C.  Burr, 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


•■>F    THE 


^mtrican  (jl^ongrtptional  l^$$onattoii. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETrS. 

In  the  I  'car  One  Tkcnsxtmi  Eight  Unttdred  and  Fi/ty-jjur 

As  Af  T  t«.'  iiicorporato  llu*  Congrcgatuinal  Libniry  Avsociatiun,  at  P-.-ston. 

lif  it  e>Mi.ieii  i>y  tJtc  St'Nuir  and  House  of  Ref-resentittiz'es,  in  OtMeiai  Cfurs  assem/fi'ed,  and  cy 

thi  ttuikoriiy  o/ihe  s.iwi',  ,t.\  /oHiKt't : 

SK<Th»N  I.  Kiilii>  Ainler-i>n,  Jo«':ph  S.  Cbrk,  TuUuh  A.  Pr.lnvr,  ihcir  as-vxiiitos  xrA  >jc- 
tcssors.  arc  hereby  inartt*  .1  corpornti-in  by  iht-  isame  of  the  C«M-.cr^};atic»i:al  Library  Ahr-niiatUiii,  at 
HoMon,  for  thi*  purp«»se  »il  fM;ibii>liiiv4  an<l  prnwtiiatinj;  a  libran'  of  the  rt:ii^iuv;s  hi>tfr.'  jod 
littriature  of  New  Ent^l.ind,  and  for  the  vructiun  rtf  a  Miitabic  biiikiiiv^  f«ir  the  .ic;.<>n.:n<'.d2do!i  cf 
the  same,  ami  for  the  ii->o  of  charit.tble  $>ocieticas,  with  all  the  puwcrs  ai.d  pri\iUgcN,  acd  »i:!\.  -xr.  u. 
all  the  duties,  re$trictiou.s,  and  liabilitirft  set  fortli  in  the  hjity-fourth  cha:>ter  of  tfie  Kev-istd 
Statute<%. 

Skc.  2.  Said  a>rix»raiion  may  hwld  real  cir  i«er!«oii.il  estate,  necessary  ai.d  conver.iert  f-T  tt-t 
piirpi)-ve.s  aforesaid,  to  an  ainMunt  not  exceeding,  in  the  wbol'::,  one  hundre<l  and  f  tty  iriic^^iid 
dollars,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  atoreh.ud  purpo.so.  [Approved  by  *.he  0:iv- 
crnor,  April  12,  1S54.I 

He  it  etuuted^  etc.,  as  /olloivs : 

SKcrioN  I.  The  Cungrejzational  Library  A>-N«iCjation,  at  FJosion,  is*  lur.'b.v  authorl.:.  ^  !.» 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  am<  >ttnt  of  one  hundred  and  liftv  tbousarid  daliari*  in  adill'.ic) 
to  the  amount  that  said  toriKiration  is  now  auihoriied  bylaw  tn  held :  providcdih.it  no  \u.\r-  «;1 
said  amount  shall  l>c  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  vuitjlle  site,  and  the 
election  or  prejiaration  ol  a  suitable  building,  to  be  ustd  for  tlie  purp•■•^es  nl  said  Cfjrp-.^ratior..  a? 
sot  forth  in  the  Act  of  1  ncor^Hiration  yassed  April  twelfth,  in  the  year  ei^'htecn  hundred  oii.i 
fifty-four. 

Sn«    2.    This  act  shall  take  etfect  from  and  after  it^  pa?«aRo.    [Approved  by  the  (l-.-vcn-  r 
Ai">ril  24,  ifi^'.l 


Be  it  en'.utt'd,  etc.,  as /t'iic'fi : 

Sh.  ri"N  I.  Tlic  l'«.!ii;rs?^.i'.i' ii.i'  I.il^saf,  A--iK:i,iti' :i  i-  lisr-bv  avitlK-ri:- ^-l  ti»  vbiv^-.-  :  , 
nan-",  .isifl  t"  t.il.t;  tli  •  r.insf  <>\  tii-.'  Am  m  .5;*  (■•.r.-^i«\.:.iti."nai  A-  n  >ci.tt:»';i. 

Si'* .  2.     In  additit'ii  wt  the  ;'.»-.\tT^  ln.-ri-t'fi'r-'   ,ri!i''''l  >ai:i  t-.rp.  r..»i«i:?.  it  i>  iL-it'Sv  ;u:'li-.r- 1'..'. 
to  ii<>  siuh  acts  .IS  ni.i\  pnjrift.  tl.-.  infcn  >«l  <it  C.  <>.!.;ii-j;.iti''iini  ihurthi  •.  —  |j\  i'l-Mi.'-.iiiij  u,-,.-. .  =1 
furiii^hins;    !il:iMiic'>  mux   p-.-r-.Uii.My   .»iii  ut  i-a\\^\v':>,  (iiiirv.ho«.  Ai><i   .S.'ibKith- -t!'.:!l«. ;    .•!•  m     :-.i: 
fri'jiMiU    int'.r«i'i:r-.«-  .»;..!    i  «.-f,.4.r.iti'«ii  .i!.^:  !:•:  ( 'oivi   ;;.«!i"r..\!  nsi'ii-ittr-  ar«:  v!ii"c.}ic-, '.iri    .■••:: 
other  '(•'TH»inin.itii»ns ;  .tihI  ]i\'  «.i.M'Hting  .;i:«l  f:i-ljii»--inv;  tii'uU  i\>i  tin-  .ihovc  <!!."••  it 

Sk;  .  3,     'i'bis  act  >.hall  fake  ettict  mu  itN  j\is>.i.:(.'.     (.Vrjirovcd  l-v  the  tiovcrtu-r,  May  »^;,  1^:  4  ! 

lie  :f  ifutt'ifd,  eii.,  ,i\  /{>/,':•:!>> : 

S).:  ri'-v  I.  Th*.'  .Alui.'lii.aii  (.V»n^ii  ^.^ti-.Mial  .-\•^•.<»ci.tt!on,  .-.t  Hnsti-ti,  i-i  J;iti.Iv  .•,.:fh.':i;ii ,'  ., 
Ij'ijd  r-.")' .1:.'.!  pi'r-;')iir-l  «'st.it-.- ti.  til'- .liu-ijiit  "f  f.uT  1um;vIi-«1  .nul  nfiy  thou-Mmi  doli.T"  I::  .i.:.::**  .■ 
ti»  lh>-  .^.riK'unt  ih  it  <aitl  v<'n>«:i.ili".i  i>.  r-'.w  ■a'^'v-ri/.-  •!  l-y  !au  in  b.-Ki 

Sr- .  J  This  act  shxll  likt:  citci I  upon  its  j-.a^-aw.  lAppnni.-d  by  tliv  ("IfveiHijr,  1- cVr  j.  ;•. 
74.  i"^/'.! 


COXSTITUTION. 


Aim  j(  I  V  I,      I'h'-  ti.'MH  <ii  thi>  bi.<'.y  -hili  bf  th«'  A.v.iki".a\  «.'<N»;tr...\i  r.N'AT    AN'-vrAT  •.  '•". 

■\i  I.  II       I  h<  o'l'i^t  ..f  Jhi-.  A-- H^siiiiii  -h.iM  Lie  to  -'.i  :i..   tin-  i.i.^'.ir.ti.MiM*  .  in  the-  cv.     1 
I'.  .|..M.  "if  a  « '••  »N<.i  I  i-A  ru>N.M    H'M    i'.  f.r  0.\::  !iv.-tts!:c-'.  "t  'he  b'.n'},,  th«    :»v    .-r.-sn;.  -.'..ttj.  n  i.i    • 
Ii'm  u;.  .  .i:mI  t<'i  \\\<-  (•n>h'  \  m«.«.'  "i  •.(?,  l-   uo.:a!  j!!';.-"  c  ^  .  to  t'-im.i  :»n.l  ]••  rp-.tu.U'.-  .»  lil>r  jy.-!  >      >  -. 
)iiiii|  Jil-'t-.,  .Old  ni.riiiM  ni>t'-.  a:ii!  a  «.uli- «.ii»>u  1  t  ;■  rirrois  ai.-l  rtlit'-'  !if  iin-  j-.a.r .  .,:.•(;  •/.,  ,j,,  v  :  •• 

«\tii  •     ■  %\i*:5ii' tl:-.    liihit  -  I't  it  >  ih:'.r:T hill    -iiv    u>  illn^u.^.ti.   C'on^it-^.xtifj-.ii  fus'.-.r*.     ;i  | 

ptt.Miiiti-  tin   ••••Ml  ;.ii  m'rrc.w-.  «•!'  rhs-  (V)i:^r''ji:Ui«'U"il  cbLnliC"^ 

\>-i  III.  Thi'.  \-.«Hiario>i  .ha.!  i»'  c  )i!ipt-i'l  ut  •  )ith».l'.\  C  »nj;re>:.-.?i.  tr.h  »:•.  v.h\  !...  :  ; 
briji  ii-.iiii"U-  1  liv  ill'  H'Mitl  oi  I>iii  c'"t»j.  ..hall  ha\c  b«.v.u  .idnu'.tfl  to  mvn-bf  r-.bi:-  Iv  1-..P..'  j*. 
.iiiV  iuiun!  »i«"i-ii!i-^.  'ly  ••.  vnt;.  <•!  t\\<>  tliird*.  nf  tluj  lacnibtP'  pisj.siiil  anil  \i-ii"i;.  --r  -ici:r  c  ■'  t 
t  nnMiiiilioii  t.'i  «alii  i»\i  .1.  avtrptiiii.*.  m«*ml.cr&bip  in  writini;.     There  shall  be  due  t'loni  ta.h  n    ii" 
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The  American  Congregational  Association. 


BUSINESS   MEETING. 


^ 


According  to  a  public  notice 
ao  fcqutfcd,  of  cortain  p 
By  Laws  —  the  American  Congregational  Association  held  its  thirty- 
-^i^  annual  meeting  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  Boston,  May  2c^,  i88^  at  12 
o'clock  M.  ' 

The  President,  Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  was  in  the  chair.  Rev. 
D.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  offered  prayer. 

The  records  of  the  last  two  meetings  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Quint,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dexter,  moved,  and  it  was  voted, 
that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers,  and 
that  it  present  the  names  of  but  two  Vice-Presidents.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Dr.  Quint,  Thomas  Weston,  Jr.,  and  Rev.  W. 
S.  Alexander,  D.D. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Burr,  the  Treasurer,  presented  his  annual  repK)rt. 
It  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file,  and  to  be  printed 
in  the  annual  report  at  the  discretion  of  the  Directors. 

The  report  of  the  Directors — in  this  instance  including  noth- 
ing from  the  Library  Committee  — was  read  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Cobb, 
and  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner.  A  supplementary  report 
of  the  Directors  was  then  read  by  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter,  in  reference  to 
changes  in  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

All  these  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  were  adopted  unanimously. 

(See  inside  pages  of  cover.) 

The  Directors,  through  the  Nominating  Committee,  then  pro- 
posed the  following  persons  for  election  to  membership : 


Alden,  Rev.  E.  K.,  D.D. 
BoYNTON,  Rev.  G.  M.,  D.D. 
BoYNTON,  Rev.  Nehemiah 
BucKHAM,  President  M.  H. 
Capen,  S.  B.      . 
Clark,  Rev.  N.  G.,  D.D. 
CoiT,  Rev.  Joshua   . 
Cook,  Charles  S.     . 
Davis,  Levi  F.  S.      . 


Boston. 

Newton  Center. 

Boston. 

Burlington,  Vt. 

Boston. 

West  Roxbury. 

Winchester. 

Boston. 

Somerville. 


'/i 


Hatxud,  Aai^  p. 


DicKuraoM,  KlP.     . 
DoroLn,  Hott,  Hn-soN,  Jr. 
VmmuuttMr.  f.  T.,  D.D. 

GtroA  CsiULu  H. 
Haxakd,  U.  C.  . 
Hill,  Rkv.  J.  L. 
Hout,  Rkt.  Elijah,  D.D. 
Hun,  a  W.  S. 
Kncan,  Rxv.  M.  D.,  D.D. 
.   RAKEm,  RXK  J.  E.,  D.D. 
" M,  Rxv.  E.  A. 


aiVIHintADWAU>  A.. 

Tatloi,  Krr.  Tg,  N-,  D.D. 
~       IT,  Auomo  C  . 

r,  RtT.  O.  A.  . 

,  -tar.  W.  w.     . 

TowmmD,  Trub  w. 
VSBXK,  Samdkl 
Waixik,  Rkv.  g.  I-,  D.D. 
Wm,  Ret.  H.  B.,  D.D.  . 
Wthah,  Chaklks  F. 


They  all  were  elected  unanimously. 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  the  year 
to  come,  by  ballot,  as  follows : 


Preuddnl. 

Hon.  RUFUS  S.  FROST,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Ezra  Far ns worth,  EIsq,,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Directors. 

Rev.  a.  H.  Quint,  D.D,,  Allston,  Mass. 
Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 
Frank  Wood,  Esq.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Marquis  F.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Edward  A.  Studley,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
S.  Brainard  Pratt,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester,  Mass. 
Rev.  B.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Roxbury,  Mass. 


Charles  A.  Richardson,  Esq.,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Rev.  David  Gregg,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
William  H.  Hodgkins,  Esq.,  Somemlle,  Mass. 
Thomas  Todd,  Esq.,  Concord,  Mass. 
Rev.  Elijah  Horr,  D.D.,  East  Boston,  Mass. 
Hon.  J.  M.  W.  Hall,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Librarian. 
Rev.  WILLIAM  H.  COBB,  Newton  Center,  Mass. 

Treasurer, 
C.  C.  BURR,  Esq.,  Aubumdale,  Mass. 

Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  MORTON  DEXTER,  Boston,  Mass. 

Auditor. 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Quint,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Rev.  Daniel  P. 
Noyes,  who,  after  twenty  years  of  valuable  service,  has  retired  from 
the  position  of  Recording  Secretary,  was  passed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Quint  also  moved,  and  it  was  voted,  that  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute,  to  be  entered  upK)n  the 
records,  in  reference  to  the  recent  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  D.  War- 
ren, formerly  President  of  the  Association ;  and  also  a  minute  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  long  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  President  named  as  the  committee 
Rev.  Dr.  A.  H.  Quint,  Wm.  H.  Hodgkins,  and  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  having  been  duly  sworn  to  the  faithful  f)erform- 
ance  of  his  duties  by  the  President  (who  is  a  justice  of  the  peace), 
the  meeting  adjourned.  Morton  Dexter, 

Cor.  and  Rec.  Sedy. 


THIRTY-FIFTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

American  Congregational  Association. 


The  members  of  this  Association  will  miss  the  familiar  name 
which  has  been  subscribed  to  these  reports  for  so  many  years,  and 
thus  will  realize  anew  that  our  faithful  Corresponding  Secretary 
has  passed  on  to  the  better  land.  The  high  esteem  in  which  Dr. 
Langworthy  was  held  among  us  for  his  work's  sake  and  for  his 
personal  character  is  set  forth  in  the  minute  published  in  our  last 
annual  report,  and  in  the  more  recent  tribute  adopted  by  the 
Directors. 

During  the  present  month  a  new  loss  has  visited  us  in  the  death 
of  a  beloved  member  of  our  Board,  Rev.  Dr.  Tarbox,  who  has 
served  of  late  on  our  Library  Committee,  and  has  always  mani- 
fested a  warm  interest  in  this  Association.  A  score  of  thoughtful 
volumes  from  his  pen  are  among  the  treasures  which  the  Congre- 
gational Library  will  hand  down  to  our  successors.  And  now, 
just  as  the  financial  year  is  closing,  another  steadfast  friend  is  called 
away,  Mr.  S.  D.  Warren,  who  was  President  of  this  Association 
from  1878  to  1886,  and  whose  noble  donation  of  $5,000  in  187 1 
was  one  of  the  most  encouraging  evidences  of  our  duty  and  privi- 
lege to  rise  up  and  build.  Mr.  Warren  signalized  the  first  year  of 
his  presidency  by  a  second  gift  of  $5,000,  and  it  was  largely  owing 
to  his  earnest  efforts  that  the  Association  tided  over  its  most 
troubled  waters  and  secured  a  sound  financial  basis. 

THE    FINANCES. 

During  the  past  year  the  rooms  of  the  Congregational  House 
have  all  been  rented,  and  the  rents  have  been  promptly  paid. 
The  income  for  the  year  is  about  $23,000,  or  five  and  one  half  per 
cent  of  the  entire  cost  of  our  property,  including  the  large  portion 
reserved  to  the  use  of  the  Association  and  hence  producing  no 
rent.  The  sum  of  $2,500  has  been  paid  on  the  principal  of  one  of 
the  mortgage  notes,  and  our  debt  reduced  thereby  to  $184,500. 
The  Library  fund  stands  at  $1,500. 


JO 


By  vote  of  the  Directors,  the  salary  of  Dr.  Langworthy  has  been  ' 
continued  to  his  widow  during  the  last  few  months.  ' 

In  the  autumn  and  early  winter,  an  addition,  costing  $3,400,  was 
made  to  the  Somerset  Street  front  of  the  building,  by  which  desired 
facilities  were  furnished  to  the  American  Board.     In  accordance   I 
with  the  recent  action  of  the  Directors,  the  rear  portion  of  Pilgrim 
Hall  has  been  divided,  and  a  new  room  thus  secured  for  rent.   ] 
The  effect  of  this  procedure,  if  all  the  rooms  continue  to  be  oc- 
cupied, will  be  an  increase  of  our  receipts  by  $500.     Unless  un- 
foreseen contingencies  arise,  we  shall  be  able  to  reduce  the  debt  at    \ 
least  f  s>o°°  during  the  coming  year.  j 


The  present  number  of  bound  volumes  is  36,786,  besides  7.15;  II 
duplicates.  Total,  34,083.  Of  these,  577  were  added  to  the  regu-  ,| 
lar  series  during  the  past  year,  and  13  (net)  to  the  duplicates  (i,  e., 
after  deducting  exchanges).  The  number  of  pamphlets  cannot 
fall  much  below  100,000  in  the  regular  series,  besides  over  40.009 
duplicates.  It  is  hoped  that  n  more  exact  statement  of  the»e  lasi 
can  be  made  a  year  hence.  The  new  policy,  commenced  last  yeiu. 
of  spending  a  liitie  money  from  the  funds  of  the  Association,  in 
ihe  judicious  increase  of  the  library,  has  been  vigorously  pro* 
ecuted  during  the  past  few  months,  (100  having  been  expended 
for  periodicals,  and  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  books. 

The  fruit  of  this  sowing  is  already  apparent  in  a  decided  inciease 
in  the  use  of  the  librarj'  for  studious  purposes.  The  painful  gaps 
still  remaining,  at  points  where  no  well-appointed  library  is  willing 
to  be  deficient,  can  soon  be  filled  if  the  Association  will  pursue  a 
more  liberal  policy  in  the  future.  It  should  be  well  understood 
that  the  Congregational  Library  belongs  among  the  leading  institu- 
tions of  its  kind,  and  is  so  regarded  by  competent  authorities. 
The  Etuychpoidia  Britannka,  for  example,  gives  our  statistics 
among  those  of  the  principal  libraries  of  the  world  ;  and  it  is  safe 
to  conjecture  that  very  few  libraries  in  its  table  are  dependent 
upon  the  meager  sum  of  $500  a  year  for  their  additions.  We  rec- 
ognize gratefully  the  liberal  donations  of  many  friends,  from  the 
beginning  of  our  enterprise  to  the  present  time ;  but  we  have  no 
right  to  expect  these  friends  to  hunt  up  and  purchase  for  us  ihe 
rare  books  so  eageriy  sought  by  private  and  public  collectors. 
Every  year  adds  to  the  scarcity  of  such  treasures,  and  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  accumulating  here  a  reasonably  complete  collection  of 
"  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  New  England."  While  it 
is  still  true,  doubtless,  that  we  excel  every  other  library  in  out 
special  department,  this  very  fact  encourages  us  to  illustrate  A* 
proverb  "noblesse  oblige"  by  making  a  good  thing  as  much  beltei 
as  possible. 

Here  are  two  alternative  courses  open  to  this  Association  for 
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the  ensuing  year.  Given  an  income  sucBcent  to  pay  current  ex- 
penses, and  leave  a  surplus  of  $6,000.  the  one  plan  proposes  to  ap- 
propriate $500  to  the  library  and  to  reduce  the  debt  by  $5,500: 
the  other  plan  would  pay  $5,000  on  the  debt  and  $i.ooo  to  the 
library.  This  latter  plan  would  make  very  little  difference  10  the 
debt  (one  fourth  of  one  per  ceni^  but  a  \-ery  great  difference  to 
the  library  appropriation  (100  per  cent).  The  former  plan,  which 
has  been  followed  for  two  years  past,  would  simply  enable  the 
library  to  supply  a  few  of  its  most  ob\ious  defects:  the  latter  plan 
would  bring  a  substantial  and  gratif\nng  addition.  We  neither  ex- 
pect nor  desire  to  compete  in  all  respects  with  the  great  libraries 
near  us  whose  annual  outlay  is  reckoned  by  itfu  of  thousands  of 
dollars ;  we  do  hope,  however,  that  the  time  is  not  far  off  when  the 
Congregational  Librar}*  can  maintain  a  healthy  growth  on  all  the 
main  lines  of  its  normal  development. 

These  lines  are  fixed,  in  part,  by  our  charter,  and  in  pan  have 
resulted  from  necessary  conditions.  It  is  ine\ntable  that  he  who 
would  know  everything  of  something  must  know  something  of  many 
things.  Accordingly,  the  endeavor  to  represent  worthily  the  his- 
tory of  New  England  has  obliged  us  to  include  in  the  scope  of  our 
library  the  history  of  New  York  and  Ohio  and  the  Pacific  States — 
in  short,  of  the  nation ;  and  in  the  same  way  it  is  found  wholly  im- 
practicable to  separate  religious  history  and  literature  from  secular 
history  and  literature.  It  must  not  be  inferred  that  such  a  classifi- 
cation sets  no  limits  to  the  proper  field  of  the  library.  On  the 
contrary,  we  apprehend  that  the  books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts 
germane  to  its  purpose  are  to  be  found  chiefly  in  four  departments : 

1.  Works  of  general  reference,  such  as  dictionaries  and  cyclo- 
paedias, essential  to  the  well-being  of  every  library. 

2.  Biblical  and  ecclesiastical  literature,  including  sermons, 
church  manuals,  and  theological  works  of  all  denominations,  giving 
the  place  of  honor  to  the  New  England  Fathers. 

3.  History  in  the  broad  sense,  comprising  individual  history  or 
biography,  family  history  or  genealogy,  local  history  of  town, 
county,  or  State,  the  history  of  institutions,  or  sociology,  and  gen- 
eral history  ;  special  prominence  being  given  to  the  history  of  New 
England. 

4.  Miscellany,  e,g,^  statistics,  reports,  and  periodical  literature ; 
these,  though  to  some  extent  historical,  in  the  main  defy  all  classi- 
fication, and  yet  are  clearly  auxiliary  to  the  main  design  of  our 
collection. 

A  glance  at  the  subject  list  of  any  general  library  will  show 
how  restricted  is  the  field  which  we  undertake  to  cultivate.  For 
every  class  selected,  an  equally  prolific  one  is  rejected. 

In  each  of  the  departments  indicated,  the  past  year  has  given 
the  library  an  appreciable  growth.  The  appropriation  of  $500  has 
been  divided  among  the  four  subjects,  history  however  receiving 
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the  largest  share,  on  account  of  the  new  branch  of  sociology,  in 
which  our  library  offers  superior  facilities. 

But  aside  from  these  purchases,  we  have  received,  as  ever, 
many  generous  cooiributions  of  books  and  pamphlets  from  friends 
of  the  library,  whose  gifts  are  tabulated  at  the  close  of  this  report ; 
jii  volumes  and  5,329  pamphlets  have  been  thus  presented.  It  is 
the  practice  of  the  Librarian  to  return  thanks  for  these  donations 
as  they  are  received,  bui  special  mention  should  here  be  made  of 
the  kindness  of  a  member  of  another  denomination.  Rev,  Dr. 
Dorchester,  who  presented  to  the  Congregational  Library  the  cd- 
tire  collection  of  pamphlets,  more  than  t,ooo  in  number,  which 
formed  the  chief  basis  of  his  recent  works  on  Temperance  and  on 
Religious  Staiistics. 

There  are  still  hundreds  of  living  Congregational  authors 
whose  complete  works  are  not  found  upon  our  shelves,  and  a  cir- 
cular inviting  the  co-operaiion  of  these  writers  in  our  laudable  en- 
terprise is  in  process  of  distribution  among  them.  A  system  of 
exchanges  with  other  libraries  and  with  individuals  has  yielded 
some  of  the  finest  volumes  among  the  additions  for  the  year. 

The  work  of  preparing  the  card  catalogue  has  made  substan- 
tial progress,  and  has  been  admirably  done  by  the  Assistant 
Librarian.  In  this,  as  in  all  things,  her  varied  acquirements  and 
prolonged  experience  have  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  new 
Librarian. 

In  the  confident  hope  that  the  members  of  this  -Association 
will  perceive  and  embrace  their  great  opportunity  to  bring  to  its 
appropriate  fruition  an  institution  so  dear  to  that  group  of  Con- 
gregational leaders  who  are  rapidly  leaving  the  stage  of  active 
affairs,  we  commend  the  library  to  your  fostering  care. 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


VoU.  Pampht. 

Adams,  Prol.  H.  B.,  Baltimore,  Md. i 

Akzander,  Rev.  W.  S.,  D.D.,  Cambridge 56                   750 

American  Bible  Sodety,  New  York,  N.  Y la 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Boston,  news- 

papc» «                 I1498 

American  Colonization  Society,  Washington,  D.  C 7 

American  H<Hne  Missionary  Society,  New  York,  N.  Y 13 

American  Missionary  Association,  New  York,  N.  Y i                     14 

Ajnerican  Tract  Society,  Boston i 

Amherst  College,  Amherst 1 

Andorer  Theological  Seminary,  Andover i 

Associated  Charities,  Boston i 

Atkinson,  Rev.  G.  H.,  D.D.,  Portland,  Ore 1 

Atkinson  Academy,  Atkinson,  N.  H i 

Ayer,  Rev.  F.  D.,  D.D.,  Concord,  N.  H a 

BaiTows,  Rev.  William,  D.D.,  Reading 1                     14 

Barton,  E.  M.,  Worcester i 

Battell,  Robbins  and  Anna,  Norfolk,  Ct. i 

Beal,  George,  Boston,  newspapers 57 

Beecher,  Prof.  Willis  J.,  Auburn,  N.  Y a 

Bell,  Miss  A.  R.,  Denver,  CoL i 

Beloit  College,  Beloit,  Wis 1 

Benedict,  Rev.  George,  Quincy  Point i 

Boston,  City  of 3 

Boston  Public  Library 13                       4 

Bradford,  Mrs.  J.  Russell,  Cambridge,  i  MS 

Briggs,  Miss  Mary  Balch,  Walnut  Hill i 

Brooklyn  Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 1 

Brooks,  Rev.  Wm.  Henry,  Hanover i 

Bross,  Rev.  H.,  Chadron,  Neb 4 

Bruce,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  SaUra,  India a 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y i 

Byington,  Rev.  E.  H.,  Boston 1 

California  Historical  Society,  San  Frandsco,  CaL a 

Chalmers,  Patrick,  Wimbledon,  Eng i 

Chapin,  C.  N.,  Melrose 14 

Chase,  Rev.  J.  B.,  Hull,  lo 3 

Chickering,  Rev.  J.  W.,D.D.,  Washington,  D.C a                     19 

Chipman,  Dea.  Charles,  estate  of 1 

City  Missionary  Society,  Boston 14 

Clapp,  J.  B.,  Boston 10 

Clark,  Rev.  N.  G.,  D.D.,  Boston 1                     iB 

Cobb,  Rev.  William  H.,  Boston 14                   3M 
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Cnw(onl,Rrv.  S,  D.pTafflpi,  Fta. 

Cunicr.  Prol.  A,  H„D.D..Obcrita,0 

Ciuhbig,  D«.  Aodnv,  BoMan 

:  i    ; 

DBtn»i.th  CnUtgi,  Hjumvrr,  S.  H 

Dant!  L..  WiuU-in^iloi.,  D,  C.     !     *  .  '     !               !       '.       '. 

Deiler,  Rei.  H.  M.,  D.D,,  Bonon 

.    .     » 

Dmnt  CoUege,  Cnw,  Ntb. 

Dqdgr.  J.n.»  B..  Bo-oa 

. 

riadl=jr,R«.M_S.,  North  WlHmUui. 

Duraot,  Mb,  H.  F„  BoBoi. 

Duren,  Da.  E.  F..  Baiigor.  Me 

EIllM,  Rtv.  L.  H..  Wjieitniy,  Vl 

"J 

&™od,Mt..J»=pl>,ABd™r 

Emng,  R.T.  William,  JamaiowD,  Dik.      ..... 

Fairfeld  Co.  Hiilorid  Sodety,  Blidgepon,  Ct.            ... 

Folsoa.  A.  A.,Bo>lQn 

Fomer,  Joicph,  London,  Eng 

Gerould,  Rev.  S.  L.,  HdIUj,  N.  U 

:     ' 

GiHD,  Simucl  A.,  M.D.,  Boston 

.    .     „ 

Grtgg,  Rev.  David,  D.D.,Bofl0D         ...... 

Giiffii,  Rev.  William  E.,  D.D.,  BofloD 

Mamuy,  Rev.  Altiandet,  D.D..  London,  Eng 

Han.  Rev.  BordeH,  New  Haven,  Cl 

HimhoTD.  MusAd.  R.,  SonihAaiiDn 

HmwliB,  Rev.  W.  S.,  Sail  Ijki  City,  Ut 

HQl,  Hod.  HaoiUun  A..  BoiUm 

Ho«Uy,Chwl»J.,  Haniord,  Cl. 

Holchiiin,  Simoel  M„  Hanlofd,  Q. 

Ho-ey,  Rev.  H.  C„  D.D.,  Bridgepon,  Ct. 

lUinol.  Home  MiHlonaiy  Sodely,  Chicago,  IlL   .... 

.        .             s 

^ 

IS 

Vob. 

Jackson,  Rev.  George  A.,  Swampsoott 

Jackson,  Lewis  £.,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Johnson,  Rer.  Frank  A.,  Chester,  N.  J 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Ladd,  Rey.  H.  O.,  Santa  F^,  N.  M 

Lane,  John  C,  Boston i 

Langworthy,  Mrs.  S.  W.,  Chelsea i 

Laorie,  Rev.  Thomas,  D.D.,  Proridence,  R.  I 

Ljrman,  Rev.  P.  W.,  Belchertown 

Magoon,  Rev.  Geoige  F.,  D.D.,  Grinnell,  lo. 

Marvin,  Rev.  A.  P.,  Lancaster 

Marvin,  W.  T.  R.,  Boston 

Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  Boston S  tj 

Massachusetts  Cdonization  Society,  Boston 4  fs 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston i 

Massachusetts  Home  Missionary  Sodety,  Boston 1  f 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  Boston j 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston    .*....  s 

Massachusetts,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Boston     ....  $  g 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St  Paul,  Biinn. a 

Mitchell,  Rev.  C.  L.,  Methnen t 

Moore,  Rev.  W.  H.,  Hartford,  Cl       ........  j 

Mofse,  Hon.  Leopold,  Boston si  IB 

Mudge,  Rev.  Jaunes,  East  Peppeiell a 

Mnnger,  Rev.  T.  T.,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct. a  Wf 

Mnnson,  Edward  G.,  Cohoes,  N.  Y.      .        .  ; 

Nehruka  Historical  Society,  Lincofai,  Neb. s 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society,  Boston a  a 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Coooosd,  N.  H. % 

NewJeraeyHistoricalSociety,  Newark,  N.J t 

Obeilin  CoDege,  OberBn,  O I 

Ok)  Reskients'  Historical  Association,  LoweQ 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Osborne,  Rev.  C  P.,  FayetteviDe,  N.  Y. % 

Pease,  Mrs.  C  B.,  Somas,  Cl » 

Peet,  Rev.  S.  D.,  Mendon,  IB 4 

Peloubet,  Rev.  F.  N.,  D.D.,  Natick «  i 

Perkins  Institution,  South  Boston 

Perry,  Amos,  Providence,  R.  L.        ........  t 

IHnkerton  Academy,  Derry,  N.  H. 

Phimb,  Rev.  A.  H.,  D.D.,  Roabniy 

Poole,  William  F.,  Chkago,  HL 

Pope,  Rev.  C.  H.,  Boston -. 

Porter,  Gen.  Fitz- John,  Morrislown,  N.  J. 

Potter,  William  H.,  Kn^ifon,  R.  L t 

Pratt,  S.  Brainard,  Boston -m  # 

Prime,  Rev.  E.  D.  G.,  D.D.,  New  Tork,  S.  T. 

Princeton  Throkyral  Sumnuj,  ftkmeluUy  g.  J > 

Putnam,  F.  A.,  Cambridge > 

Rhode  Island  Historkal  Society,  PmridoKn,  R.  L     . 

Kidur,  Mrs.  George  W.,  West  Nsntun,  ssMa  o^  ±mm^  Mm,  I.  7 

GonUBi^  Hokieo -^ 

Roberts,  Rev.  Wtlfiam  H.,  DJ>.,aKinanli,  O. . 

Root,  Rev.  J.  P.,  ProfidcBce,  R.  L » 

Russell,  Hon.  WilfiaaB  A.,  BobIm A 

Saker,  Rev.  WiBaa,  DJ>.,  Btofcf^i^  liL        ... 

Siaip,  De&  J.  C,  DonBhcskr     •».,•»,...  ^ 


Snitli.Rn.  OutoS.,  Mmlpetlcr,  Vt.       ..... 

Smkhnniui  Initiiudon.  WuhinKloa,  D.  C.       .        . 

S«it(r  for  the  PropaEiuifn  of  Ibe  Gospel  iUDcmg  the  Indiuu,  Bomod 

StkltneT,  J.  H.,  Biltimore,  Md.  .,...,.. 

SUnuon.  Re»,  H.  A.,  D.D„  St.  Lmiit,  Ma. 

Stockbiidgt.  Hury,  BilIimorE,  Md.     ....... 

StKHig,  Rn.  B.  E.,  D.D.,  Anbumdale 

Strong,  Rw.  J.  Wr.,D.D..NorthficM.iniii..      . 

Btudtir.  B.  A.,  BoMnn 

T«bor  CoUegE,  Trtor,  lo 

T»yLor,  Ri..  D.  B.,  Hyde  P«rii 

TurUir.  DciL  Edwiri,  Andover 

Taylor,  Rn.  Jahn  C,  UrlroH  HighluHb    ...... 

TKlt.  RtT.  A.  K.,  D.D.pMiltDD 

ThompKB,  Rer.  A,  C,  D.D.,  Roitniiy 

Thwlng.  Re..  K.  p.,  BmoUyn,  N.  Y.,  i  MS 

Toboy,  Hon.  E.  S.,  Botlon 

Tndd,  Thomu,  BoMon 

Tulu  College,  Collcf^  Hill 

Unhsd  Sltui  Bmrd  ol  ToiUan  CoauolBslooin,  Wulilngioii,  D.  C    . 
Uoliol  SutH  Duniu  ol  Educadon.  Wublngloa.  D,  C      . 

Uniud  SUto  Buiuu  ol  Libn,  WisfalngUB,  D.  C 

tlnli*)  Suui  Depuiniinl  of  ibe  Imaiot,  WHhingtna,  D.  C.    , 
Untied  SuiH  DepaTtmenl  ol  Slate,  Wuhinglon,  D,  C      . 
UntUd  sum  Gculogicil  SuTTEy,  WuMneton,  D.  C  . 
Utillnl  SuleiTmuury  DcputiDem,  WuhingtoD,  D,  C    . 

Unl«nily  ol  Vcimonl,  BgrfloEloo.Vt 

Waldion.  Rt*.  D.  W..  Boilon 

Wmktr,  Rev,  G».  Leon,  D.D..  Hutford,  Cl. 

Wilko.  J.  E 


W.n 


V«nl,  L.  S 


..  Jo«iJi,  I 


..  Vuktm,  Dak.  . 


Whiiieinan,  WUUan  F.,  IIoudo  . 
WhiLlluay,  Rn.  U.  K..  Olu«m,  111.    . 
Wlntoi,  iinlln,  CitnbhdKc    .... 
Wlnlhnip,  Hon.  R.  C.  BuUan     . 
WkwHi^n  R»W  Hlilnrkil  SodetT,  HtHttm.  \ 
Wmian'i  Board  ol  MlHlont.  Botton    . 
Wtod,  R*v.  Will  C,  BoMun 
WonllMTTr.  H.,  S  L'n.,  HoMoB 
Wflihl,  C*rmUn.,  Uortun    .... 
Wtl(hi.  Kir,  Wllllun  II.,  Ne*  Brioln,  Ci. 


IIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


DIRECTORS 


PRESENTED   WAV   ?8,    1889. 


AMERtCAS  CONGREOATtONAr.  ASSOCIATIOM. 
>83g. 


ACT  OF   INCORPORATION 


OF    THE 


^mfriran  (STongrfptlonal  ^$miniiou. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

/h  the  Year  Oru  Thouiand  Eight  Hundrtd  and  Fifty-four. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congref;ational  Library  Associalion,  at  Boston. 

Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  f louse  of  Representatives y  in  General  Court  assemtledf  and  by 

the  authority  of  the  same^  as  foiiows : 

Sfction  I.  Kufiis  Anderson,  Jon-.-ph  S.  Clark,  Julius  A  Pa'mer,  their  a-^soci-ites  and  jjuc- 
cessors,  arc  hereby  ni.ulu  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  the  Cons;rt>t;ational  Library*  Association,  at 
Boston,  for  the  purpoiu  r>f  rstablishiu);  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and 
literature  of  New  England,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  buildiu);  for  the  accomnnidanon  of 
the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  bocietiest,  wiih  all  the  powers  and  privilej^;s,  and  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  restrict ion.s,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  lorty>fourth  chapter  of  the  Kevi>ed 
Statutes. 

Src.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  nece:^sary  and  convenient  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  excecilinR,  in  the  whole,  one  hundrt-d  and  fifty  thousand 
dollam,  the  income  whereof  bhall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  C}ov> 
ernor,  April  la,  1S54.] 


Be  it  eH,u:tedt  etc.,  as  follows : 

Srction  I.  Tlie  Congrep;ation.iI  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorixed  to 
hold  ri:al  and  pi>rson.il  Chtate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  lifty  thousand  dofUrx  in  addi:ii/n 
to  the  amount  th.it  sitid  corporation  is  now  authoii/ed  by  law  to  hold;  provided  that  no  part  of 
said  amount  shall  be  investrd  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the 
erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  buildin;;.  to  be  used  for  the  pnrp'jses  of  <aid  cnrpora::>Mi,  as 
Hrt  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  passed  April  twrUth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 

Shc.  z.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the  (aovemor, 
April  21,  i'*>y''.] 
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Tbe  American  CongregatiODal  Association. 


BUSINESS     MEETING. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  published  notice,  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Congregational  Association  was  held  in 
Pilgrim  Hall,  Boston,  May  28,  1889,  at  12  o'clock  m. 

Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  the  President,  was  in  the  chair.  Prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  David  Gregg,  D.D.  The  reading  of  the 
records  was  dispensed  with,  they  having  been  approved  by  the 
Directors  at  their  first  meeting  subsequent  to  the  last  annual 
meeting,  and  having  since  been  printed  and  circulated  among  the 
members.  The  Directors'  annual  report  then  was  presented  by 
the  Librarian,  Rev.  W.  H.  Cobb,  and  the  report  of  the  Library 
Committee  was  added  by  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter.  It  was  voted  that 
these  reports  be  accepted  and  be  printed  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Directors.  Mr.  C.  C.  Burr  read  the  Treasurer's  report,  and  this 
also  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  names  of  the 
following  persons  then  were  proposed  for  election  to  membership  : 

Elisha  R.  Brown Dover,  N.  H. 

Henry  Basford Koxbury,  Mass. 

Rev.  DeWitt  S.  Clark  .  .  Sal*:!!!,  Ma»«i. 

Rev.  J.  L.   Eweli .\fillbury,  Masii. 

C.  M.  Whittlesey West  Newton,  Ma»»«i. 

Israel  H.  Hatch Mar»hri';ld,  Maim, 

Rkv.  T.  J.  Holmes Newton  Centre,  Ma*.*. 

Rev.  J.  R.  Thurston       ....  WhitinhviJI*:,  .Ma»». 

Hon.  J.  M.  W.  Hall       .  .  CamUWif*:,  Mann. 

S.  F.  WiLKiNS -New ton  Onff*:,  .Ma%H. 

They  all  were  elected  unanimously.  The  As?.oci;ition  then 
proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  the  following  year,  with  ihin  unani- 
mous result: 


w 

l^^^t 

President.                                       ^^B 

HOK.  RUFUS 

S.  FROST,  Chelsea,   Mass.                      ^^ 

VUe-Presidenh.                                    ^^^H 

EZKA 

Farnsworth, 

,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass.                    ^^^^| 

Rev. 

W.  M.  Tavlor,  D.D.,  New  York.  N.  Y.            ^^^B 

Directors.                                                      ^| 

Rkv. 
Rev. 

H.  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Itcdford,  Mass.                   fl 

A,  H.  Quint 

,  D.D.,  Allston,  Miiss.                                   H 

Rkv. 

N,  G.  Clark, 

,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury.  Mass.                    B 

M.  F 

.  Dickinson, 

Esq.,  Boston,  Mass.                                    ■ 

E.  A, 

,  Studlkv,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass.                                        ^ 

S.  B. 

Pratt,  Esq., 

Boston,  Mass.                                             ■ 

Rkv. 

Joshua  Coit, 

Winchester,  Mass.                                     H 

R«v. 

B.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Roxbuty,  Mass.                         | 

C.  A. 

,    RiCBARDBON, 

KsQ.,  Chelsea,  Mass.                                    ■ 

Rev. 

DAvin  Grvc.g 

,  D.D..  Boston,  M.iss.                                    '^, 

W.  H.  HoDGKiNS,  Esq.,  Somerville,  Mass. 
Rev.  Elijah  Horr,  D.D.,  East  Boston,  Mass. 
Tkouas  Todd,  Esq.,  Concord,  Mass. 
W.  F.  Richardson,  Esq.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
C.  M.  Whittlesey,  Esq.,  West  Newton,  Mass. 

Librarian. 
Rev.  WILLIAM  H.  COBB,  Newton  Centre,  Mass. 

TVeasurer. 
C.  C.  BURR,  Esq.,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

Corresponding  and  Recording  Seeretcu-y. 
Rev.  MORTON  DEXTER,  Boston,  Mass. 

Auditor. 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
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Ftnance  Committee, 

E.  A.  Studley,  Esq.  C.  A.  Richardson,  Esq. 

W.  F.  Richardson,  Esq. 

House  Committee, 

S.  B.  Pratt,  Esq.  C.  M.  Whittlesey,  Esq. 

Thomas  Todd,  Esq. 

Library  Committee, 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  D.D.     Rev.  A.  H.  Quint,  D.D. 

W.  H.  HoDGKiNS,  Esq. 

The  Secretary  then  was  duly  sworn  by  Mr.  Todd,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  the  meeting  dissolved. 

Morton  Dexter,  Secretary, 


THIRTY- SIXTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF     THE 


American  Congregational  Association 


Through  a  favoring  Providence,  the  past  year  forms  a  happy 
contrast  with  its  predecessor,  in  the  fact  that  the  officers  of  our 
Society  have  all  been  spared  to  its  close  ;  although  the  year  opened 
with  the  lamented  death  of  one  who  had  been  identified  with  us  for 
twenty  years  as  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  D.  P.  Noyes. 

It  is  just  thirty-five  years  since  "  Rufus  Anderson,  Joseph  S. 
Clark,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  their  associates  and  successors,"  were 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  as  the  Congrega- 
tional Library  Association,  which  name  was  changed  ten  years 
later  to  the  American  Congregational  Association. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  glance  back  over  the  history  of  this 
Society  from  the  business  standpoint  of  a  financial  report. 

REVIEW. 

Let  us  divide  the  thirty-five  years  into  five  periods  of  seven 
years  each. 

I.  1854-61.  This  was  a  day  of  small  things.  Aside  from 
the  nucleus  of  a  library,  the  only  property  of  the  Association  during 
its  first  year  consisted  of  $589  in  membership  fees  from  584  per- 
sons. The  wisdom  of  planting  this  mustard-seed  is  apparent  from 
its  increase,  amid  all  obstacles  and  discouragements,  not  a  hundred 
merely,  but  a  thousand  fold.  Some  of  these  obstacles  were  en- 
countered almost  at  the  start.  A  strong  effort  was  early  made  by 
the  Association  to  secure  possession  of  the  whole  of  Tremont 
Temple,  as  it  then  was,  instead  of  the  one  room  in  it  which  fur- 


nished  a  local  habitation  for  the  library  ;  this  failing,  subscriptioDS 
dropped  off,  and  a  balance  against  the  treasury  was  reported. 

But  the  next  year,  1857,  the  Jackson  estate  on  Chauncy  Street 
was  purchased  for  115,000,  and  proved  an  admirable  investnaent, 
though  the  stringent  monetary  crisis  which  immediately  followed 
disappointed  the  hopes  of  financial  independence  which  the  Society 
had  fonned.  It  was  much,  though,  to  secure  a  home  ;  and  the  close 
of  the  first  seven  years,  which  might  be  called  the  childhood  of  the 
Association,  saw  it  in  possession  of  a,  though  not  the.  Congrega- 
tional House,  in  good  working  order, 

3.     1861-68.     The  period  of  boyhood  proved  a  trying  one  for     ' 
the  young  organization.     The  civil  war  absorbed  all  thoughts  and 
energies.     It  required  no  small  measure  of  the  Pilgrim  intrepidity     ^ 
and  the  Pilgrim  faith  for  the  friends  of  the  enterprise  to  hold  on     J 
their  way  when  each  year  was  increasing  the  balance  against  the     \ 
treasury.     All  this  while,  however,  the  movements  of  trade  were     j 
enhancing   the    value  of   real    estate  in  the   neighborhood  of  the     j 
House,  till  at  length  in  1867  the  property  was  sold  to  Jordan,  Marsh     < 
&  Co,  for  f57,ooo,  more  than  double  its  original  cost.     The  Asso- 
ciation took  temporary  quarters  at  No.  4,0  Winter  Street,  having     1 
made  a  (air  beginning  on  the  amount  needed  for  a  permanent  home 
for  the  denomination,  and  the  second  septennate  closed  in  1868 
with  high  hopes  for  the  future. 

3.  1868-75.  A  youth  from  fourteen  to  twenty-one  years  of 
age  is  apt  to  indulge  hopes  which  are  doomed  to  be  deferred.  In 
the  Jubilee  year,  1870,  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  land- 
ing of  the  Pilgrims,  the  cause  of  the  Congregational  House  was 
earnestly  commended  to  churches  and  individuals  far  and  neari 
but  only  about  $25,000  was  secured.  In  1871  the  Gardner  estate 
and  the  Somerset  Club  house  were  purchased  for  $294,000  and 
mortgaged  for  J2oo,ooo.  Subscriptions  came  in  fairly  well,  till  the 
great  fire  in  Chicago  the  same  year  appealed  so  earnestly  to  the 
liberally-minded  as  to  turn  the  current  of  special  benevolent  offer- 
ings in  that  direction.  In  187a  came  the  Boston  fire,  followed  by 
the  panic  of  1873;  but  amid  this  combination  of  untoward  events 
the  Association  went  steadfastly  forward,  renovated  its  newly  pur- 
chased buildings,  and  dedicated  the  present  Congregational  House 
in  February,  1873,  having  expended  a  little  over  (100,000  in 
repairs  and  in  a  fire-proof  addition  for  the  Library. 

But  this  last  remained  a  mere  brick  wall,  till  Samuel  Hitch- 


cock  of  Brimfield,  by  the  generous  gift  of  $25,000,  insured  the 
completion  of  what  has  since  been  known  as  Hitchcock  Hall, 
which  was  dedicated  on  Forefathers*  Day,  1874. 

Thus  when  the  Association  attained  its  majority  in  1875,  it  had 
come  into  full  possession  of  the  great  object  so  eagerly  coveted 
from  the  beginning. 

4.  1875-82.  Here,  as  in  each  previous  period,  there  were 
disappointment  and  embarrassment,  followed  by  final  success. 

In  addition  to  the  two  mortgages  of  $100,000  each,  a  third  of 
$50,000  was  soon  required,  and  to  complicate  the  difficulty,  the 
regular  receipts  fell  short  of  necessary  expenses  by  just  about  the 
interest  on  this  $50,000.  But  the  Association  had  grown  to  man- 
hood and  was  prepared  to  meet  reverses  with  fortitude.  A  deter- 
mined special  effort  in  1879  secured  $30,000  more  from  the  best 
friends  of  the  Society;  and  the  general  reduction  in  the  rate  of 
interest,  by  subtracting  a  negative  quantity,  was  as  welcome  as  the 
positive  additions.'  At  the  close  of  the  seven  years  under  review 
the  debt  had  been  reduced  to  $205,000. 

5.  1882-89.  Unlike  the  previous  periods,  these  last  years 
have  been  marked  by  steady,  though  slow,  financial  progress.  The 
debt  has  been  reduced  $14,000  more,  an  average  of  just  $2,000  a 
year.  Meanwhile  the  rate  of  interest  has  fallen  from  five  to  four 
per  cent,  and  the  value  of  our  real  estate  has  greatly  appreciated. 
A  much  greater  reduction  in  the  debt  could  have  been  effected 
but  for  large  and  constant  outlays  in  the  line  of  repairs  and  new 
facilities,  all  tending  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  property. 

Gratefully  acknowledging  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us 
throughout  the  life  of  this  organization,  let  us  now  turn  to 

THE   PAST  YEAR. 

The  annual  statement  of  a  corporation  naturally  embraces  two 
main  departments  —  a  permanent  report  and  a  current  report. 
E^ch  of  these  may  include  three  divisions.  Under  the  permanent 
head  come  liabilities,  assets,  and  a  description  of  fixed  property. 
Under  the  current  head  come  receipts,  expenditures,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  work  of  the  year. 

I.  Permanent  Report  In  1888  the  liabilities  of  the  Associa- 
tion were  $184,500.  At  present  they  amount  to  $181,000,  a 
reduction  of  $3,500.    The  mortgages  on  the  property  are  held  by 


the  Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  and  the  present  rate  of  inter- 
est on  them  is  4  per  cenL 

The  assets  consist  of  (i)  a  library  fund  of  ti,S0Oi  (^)  ^  library 
which  will  never  be  sold,  and  whose  money  value  has  never  been 
ascertained,  and  (3)  real  estate  which  if  put  upon  the  market  would 
probably  command  double  the  price  paid  for  it. 

In  describing  the  fixed  property  we  note  that  the  library  now 
contains  27,503  bound  volumes,  besides  about  7,500  duplicates 
available  for  exchange  or  sale. 

The  number  of  pamphlets  is  much  greater  and  has  hitherto 
been  only  estimated,  pamphlets  and  unbound  periodicals  having 
been  reckoned  together.  A  count  of  the  whole  (newspapers  ex- 
cepted) warrants  the  statement  that  the  library  contains  52,340 
pamphlets  and  31,021  unbound  periodicals,  besides  an  immense 
number  of  duplicates.  Many  of  tlie  pamphlets  are  among  our 
most  precious  possessions;  historians  have  long  ago  discovered 
that  the  materials  for  history  are  even  more  abundant  in  so-called 
fugitive  pamphlets  than  in  books. 

The  property  known  as  the  Congregational  House  is  too 
familiar  to  the  members  of  this  Association  to  require  special 
description.  It  never  was  more  fully  or  more  busily  occupied  tiian 
at  present,  but  it  is  worth  considering  whether  the  time  may  not 
soon  come  when  it  can  be  devoted  more  entirely  to  the  benevolent 
purposes  which  were  in  the  minds  of  its  founders. 

The  Library  fund  alluded  to  consists  of  two  parts  —  f  1,000  from 
the  legacy  of  George  Punchard,  and  $500  from  that  of  Ebenezer 
Alden.  The  principal  of  each  is  to  be  kept  intact,  and  the  income 
applied  to  library  purposes.  Both  these  are  invested  in  the  Provi- 
dent Institution  for  Savings. 

3.  Current  Report.  The  income  of  the  Association  the  past 
year  was  almost  exactly  $25,000;  the  expenditures  were  about 
f  24,000  ;  leaving  a  balance  of  a  little  over  %t,aaQ,  The  figures 
are  given  more  precisely  in  the  Treasurer's  report. 

The  work  of  the  past  year  presents  some  points  of  interest. 
One  more  of  our  benevolent  societies,  the  American  Congrega- 
tional Union,  has  taken  an  office  in  the  building  for  its  Field  Sec- 
retary, Rev.  George  A.  Hood,  who  proves  a  welcome  addition  to 
our  family  circle.  The  Congregational  House  has  become  the 
headquarters  of  the  "Committee  of  One  Hundred,"  which  engi- 
neered the  vigorous  campaign  for  the  public  schools  at  the  munict- 
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pal  election  last  December.  The  Congregational  Sunday-School 
and  Publishing  Society  has  obtained  enlarged  rooms  by  the  division 
of  Pilgrim  Hall,  and  several  other  tenants  are  asking  for  additional 
accommodations  which  we  cannot  at  present  furnish  ;  for  during  the 
year  the  Directors  have  decided  in  the  negative  the  often-mooted 
propositions  as  to  the  enlargement  of  our  building  according  to 
various  suggested  plans.  Through  the  kindness  of  our  constant 
friend,  C.  M.  Whittlesey,  the  expense  of  these  investigations  was 
but  slight,  while  their  result  commanded  unanimous  approval. 

The  work  of  renovating  the  different  rooms  of  the  House  has 
been  carried  on  through  the  year,  and  has  required  a  very  consid- 
erable outlay.  The  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  is  just  being 
reached  in  the  painting  of  the  halls.  The  outside  walls  have 
been  pointed  up  —  a  long-neglected  improvement  which  will  be 
greatly  appreciated.  The  furnace  has  been  supplied  with  new 
grates,  which  increase  the  amount  and.  the  steadiness  of  the  heat 
furnished.  The  one  great  annoyance  about  the  building,  the 
unsatisfactory  operation  of  the  elevator,  is  likely  to  be  remedied 
soon. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

The  work  of  the  Library  has  so  increased  that  a  second  assist- 
ant became  necessary  in  September  last.  Miss  Emma  £.  White 
was  secured  to  fill  this  position,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
she  is  rapidly  approaching  the  high  ideal  of  library  service  which 
Miss  Stone  has  illustrated  so  long.  The  two  assistants  have  pre- 
pared the  long-promised  alphabetical  record  of  all  past  members 
in  the  elegant  volume  herewith  exhibited,  which  contains  about 
10,000  names.  The  book  was  presented  by  Mr.  Samuel  Ward,  of 
this  city. 

A  larger  number  than  usual  of  pamphlets  and  periodicals  have 
been  bound  during  the  year,  and  a  much  larger  number  will  be 
protected  from  injury  by  means  of  pamphlet  cases,  500  of  which 
have  been  added  to  the  stock  previously  on  hand.  This  device  is 
sometimes  better  than  binding,  for  the  latter  fixes  a  pamphlet 
permanently,  although  the  very  next  day  another  pamphlet  may 
come  in  which  ought  to  be  placed  beside  it.  But  still  the  pamphlet 
case  is  a  temporary  expedient,  and  the  most  crying  need  of  the 
Library  at  the  present  hour  is  a  special  donation  of  at  least  $1,000 


(or  binding  pamphlets  and  periodicals,  and  thus  permirting  many  a 
light  to  sliine  which  is  now  hidden 'under  a  bushel.  Some  kind 
friend  of  (he  Association  has  an  opportunity  here  to  make  his 
name  most  gratefully  remembered. 

The  Library  received  a  few  months  ago  the  sum  of  S250,  the 
bequest  of  Rev.  Dr.  Tarbox.  The  books  purchased  with  this  fund 
are  to  be  reference  works  in  the  department  of  Biography,  in 
which  Dr.  Tarbox  was  interested^  and  are  to  be  kept  in  a  special 
case.  Twenty  have  been  already  obtained,  and  the  number  will 
be  slowly  incre.ised  to  about  sei'enty-five. 

The  Department  of  (he  Interior  at  Washington  facilitates 
exchanges  of  public  documents  among  the  leading  libraries  of  the 
United  Stales.  Many  valuable  works  of  this  character  have  been 
added  to  our  library  through  this  agency. 

Some  forty  dollars'  worth  of  books  in  the  regular  series  are 
the  result  of  exchanging  duplicates  with  the  library  of  Union  Sem- 
inary. A  similar  exchange  with  C.  C.  Soule  secured  for  us  a  good 
collection  of  pamphlets  on  the  English  tractarian  controversies.  1 
$25  have  been  received  by  a  sale  of  duplicate  books  to  Oberlin 
College.  A  price-list  of  duplicate  memoirs  has  just  been  printed  , 
and  has  enabled  us  already  to  dispose  of  half  the  accumulation  in 
that  department. 

The  regular  appropriations  to  the  Library  amounted  to  $$40, 
and  the  income  of  the  Library  fund  to  t6o.  With  this  sum  consid- 
erable additions  have  been  made,  especially  in  works  pertaining  to 
early  Congregationalism  and  to  Sociology.  Quality  rather  than 
quantity  is  our  criterion. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  eagerness  of  private  collectors  to 
obtain  the  rare  ancient  books  which  this  Library  especially  aims  to 
preserve,  we  cannot  refrain  from  urging  once  more  upon  the  Asso- 
ciation the  need  of  enlarged  appropriations.  At  the  recent  Terry 
sale  in  this  city,  for  example,  books,  literally  by  the  score,  which 
by  all  the  laws  of  fitness  belong  in  the  Congregational  Librarj', 
passed  out  of  our  reach,  perhaps  forever,  simply  because  wc  lacked 
the  means  to  compete  with  their  buyers. 

But  this  Association  has  reached  the  point  where  it  can  afford 
to  be  generous  to  the  Library,  its  first-born  child,  if  we  might  not 
better  say  its  parent.  To  continue  taking  credit  for  a  policy  which 
increases  the  Library  with  but  slight  expenditure  of  the  Associa- 
tion's funds  would  be  to  glory  in  our  shame.    The  regular  reduc- 
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tion  of  the  debt  may  readily  co-exist  with  a  liberal  annual  appro- 
priation to  the  Librar}\  There  is  added  force  this  year  in  the 
motives  to  that  course  adduced  in  the  report  of  last  year,  and 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Society  is  better  than  then.  Unless 
the  revenue  of  the  Library  is  largely  and  speedily  increased,  many 
works  which  ought  to  be  here  will  never  get  here,  and  the  Library 
will  be  unable  to  fulfill  the  end  of  its  existence.  It  is  because  of 
our  clear  and  full  conviction  that  such  a  result  is  wholly  needless 
that  this  matter  is  again  laid  before  you. 

During  the  year  a  circular  sent  to  leading  Congregational 
authors  has  led  to  the  donation  of  many  important  works.  Some 
of  the  authors  who  responded  are  Rev.  Drs.  Gladden,  Griffis,  Pat- 
ton,  Porter,  Seelye,  Storrs,  and  Tyler.  These  and  other  donations 
are  acknowledged  at  the  close  of  the  report. 

The  total  number  of  books  added  during  the  year  is  708 ;  of 
pamphlets  and  periodicals,  3,104. 

I  mention  in  conclusion  some  of  the  chief  accessions  by 
purchase : 

The  American  Journal  of  Social  Science,  completed  and  bound 
in  eight  volumes. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  completed. 

Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  17  volumes,  all  as  yet 
issued. 

Alumni  of  Oxford  University,  1715-1886,  three  volumes,  com- 
pleting the  set,  invaluable  for  biographical  and  genealogi- 
cal study. 

The  Witness  newspaper  (edited  by  Dr.  Chalmers  and  Hugh 
Miller),  complete  in  24  immense  folio  volumes.  The 
best  original  source  for  the  history  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland. 

Milman's  History  of  Latin  Christianity. 

10  volumes  of  the  works  of  Archbishop  Trench. 

Comte's  System  of  Positive  Polity. 

Stubbs*s  Constitutional  History  of  England. 

Poore's  Charters  and  Constitutions. 

Bryce  on  the  American  Commonwealth. 

Complete  Works  of  John  Smith  (Arber's  reprint). 


Connecticut  Election  Sermons,  1715,  1719  (very  rare). 
Cotton  Mather  on  the  Everlasting  Gospel. 
Henry  Ainsworth's  "  Animadvt 
Henry  Jacob's  "  Attestation." 
John  Penry's  "  Briet  Discovery." 


specimens  of  what  the  Congregational 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 

FOR     1889. 


The  Committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  a  year  of 
gratifying  prosperity  to  the  Library.  The  new  Librarian,  Rev. 
William  H.  Cobb,  has  more  than  justified  the  confidence  which 
wa$  felt  in  his  ability  to  do  good  work  in  that  office;  and  the 
various  matters  under  his  charge  have  prospered  well.  Miss  White, 
the  second  assistant,  who  has  been  added  to  the  working  force 
since  the  last  annual  meeting,  has  developed  very  desirable  quali- 
ties and  given  good  satisfaction.  Miss  Stone,  so  long  the  first 
assistant,  is  too  well  and  too  favorably  known  to  need  commenda- 
tion. 

With  this  increase  of  working  force,  while  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  labor  have  been  necessarily  taken  in  carrying  out  the  order  of 
the  Association  at  its  last  meeting  as  to  a  complete  list  of  the 
names  of  its  members  from  the  beginning,  a  decided  advance  has 
taken  place  in  the  general  work  of  the  Library.  The  card  cata- 
logue is  making  steady  progress  in  the  transference  of  titles  from 
the  volume  catalogues,  besides  being  thoroughly  kept  up  in  enter- 
ing the  titles  of  all  new  acquisitions.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  another  year  will  witness  the  completion  of  this  most 
important  labor. 

A  division  in  the  classification  of  pamphlets,  assigning  to  a 
separate  class  unbound  numbers  of  periodicals,  has  been  approved. 

The  Committee  warmly  approve  the  Librarian's  efforts  to 
facilitate  the  exchange  and  disposal  of  duplicates,  and  to  obtain 
from  living  Congregational  authors  their  publications  in  full  as 
personal  gifts  from  them  to  our  collection  —  an  effort  which,  we 
trust,  will  not  cease  until  it  has  gathered  in  the  entirety  of  our 
current  literature  from  Congregational  pens. 

Some  enlargement  of  the  number  of  periodicals  accessible  in 


ihe  reading  room  has  been  made,  and  has  proved  acceptable  and 
useful.  The  Committee  also  menlion  with  favor  some  better  dis- 
position which  has  been  effected  in  the  disposal  of  our  Scrooby  and 
Plymouth  relics. 

We  have  also  to  say  that  probably  for  the  first  time  the  pant* 
phlet  report  of  the  Library  has  been  founded  upon  an  accurate 
count,  one  by  one. 

We  append  the  following  summary  of  some  of  our  specialties. 
The  complete  summary  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  appears  in  the 
Directors'  report, 

WORKS    IS   SPECIAL    DEPARTMENTS. 


Biblca 389 

Biography ■•jSS- 

Church  Enanuala 11 

Coogregatlonal  literaturr  (before  l6jo]  . 

ia{Maas.)        .        . 

,9(C1.)     .... 

Genealogy iSa 

Mather  collection 

Sociology  (in  a  restricted  sense) 


116 

176 


DIRECTORY  OF  ALCOVES. 


CHIEF  CONTENTS. 
first  FlBBT. 

I.     Books  of  reference,  especially  lexicons  and  cyclopidiia.     Newspapers. 
Theology,  especially  systems, 
s.     Religious  periodicals. 

3.  Religious  periodicals.    Reports  of  benevolent  societies.    Roman  Cath- 
olic literature.     American  Board. 

4.  American  Board. 

5.  Biblical  literature.     Religious  newspapers. 

6.  Commentaries  on  the  Bible.    Religious  newspapers. 

7.  Historical  collections.    State  and  town  histories.     Indians.     Book*  of 
reference  (Tarboi  bequest). 

S.    Town  histories.    United  States  history.    Genealogy.    Congregational, 
Baptist,  Unitarian,  and  Episcopal  literature.    Books  of  reference. 
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9-  Congregational,  Methodist,  Universalist,  and  minor  denominational 
literature.    Ecclesiastical  minutes.    Religious  newspapers. 

la  Presbyterian  literature.  New  England  theology.  Miscellaneous 
theology.    Strype's  Annals.    Religious  newspapers. 

Second  Floor, 

11.  Miscellaneous  religious  works,  chiefly  practical.  Christian  evidences. 
Pra3rer.    Pastoral  theology. 

12.  Secular  periodicals. 

13.  Annual  reports  of  societies,  religious  and  secular.  Reports  of  munici- 
pal. State,  and  United  States  departments. 

14.  American  Board. 

15.  Sermons  (bound  volumes). 

16.  Sermons  (in  pamphlet  form).  Miscellaneous  pamphlets.  Directories. 
Registers. 

17.  Church  history.  Antirslavery.  Temperance.  War  and  peace. 
Travels.    Almanacs. 

18.  Christology.  Revivals.  Religious  controversies.  Manuscripts.  Mis- 
sions.   Bibles.    Occasional  sermons. 

19.  Education  ;  including  an  extensive  collection  of  college  documents. 

20.  Biography. 

Third  Floor. 

21.  Agriculture.  Politics  and  political  economy.  Law.  United  States 
reports. 

22.  British  periodicals.  Duplicate  American  periodicals,  especially  New 
Englander. 

23.  Duplicate  American  periodicals,  especially  Bibliotheca  Sacra  and 
North  American  Review.    Text-books,  especially  Greek  and  Latin.    Philosophy. 

24.  25,  26,  27.    American  Board. 

27.  Belles  Lettres.    Miscellany. 

28.  General  history,  esi>ecially  English.  Sociology.  Duplicate  periodi- 
cals, especially  Missionary  Herald. 

29.  Poetry.  Fiction.  Hymn  books.  Catechisms.  Periodicals.  Reports 
of  missionary  societies. 

30.  Congregational  publications,  especially  those  of  the  Massachusetts 
Sunday- School  Society,  and  Congregational  Sunday- School  and  Publishing 
Society.     American  Tract  Society. 

Fourth  Floor. 

31.  Duplicate  Congregational  publications.  Niles's  Register.  Sweden- 
borgian  literature.  Public  documents,  especially  Congressional  Globe  and 
Record. 

32.  Duplicates,  especially  agriculture,  almanacs,  miscellaneous  reports, 
and  religious  periodicals. 
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33.     DuplicaWs,  esptdally  Quarterly   Kegislei  and   ChfUtian   Spectator. 
TcxI-books,  cspeciall]'  Fcench  and  German,     Mcdicme. 
54.  35,  36.    American  Board. 
37.  3S.     Miscellancoua  duplicate  periodicals. 

39.  Duplicate  ecclesiastical  minutes,  aennons,  caUloguts,  misctUaneova  il 

40.  Duplicate  miscellaneous  repons. 


Fifih  Pleor,     (Not  divided  int 
Mbcellaneous  dupUca 


Alcoves.) 
es.    American  Board. 


All  of  which  is  respeclfully  submitted. 


Henrv  M.  Dexter,         1 
Alonzo  H.  Qt:iNT, 
William  H.  Hodckins, 


Library 
Committee. 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


y<A*.         Pamphs. 

Adams,  Rer.  George  M.,  D.D.,  HoUiston 3  179 

Ainsworth,  Rev.  Israel,  South  Peabody i 

American  Bible  Society,  New  Yoric,  N.  Y is 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Boston,  news- 
papers         8  Sas 

American  Colonization  Society,  Washington,  D.  C 6 

American  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York,  N.  Y 3 

American  Missionary  Association,  New  York,  N.  Y a 

Amherst  College,  Amherst 

Anderson,  A.  J.,  Walla  Walla,  Wash 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover 

Astor  Library,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  Auburn,  N.  Y 

Ayer,  Rev.  F.  D.,  D.D.,  Concord,  N.  H ao 

Ayer,  Dr.  J.  C,  Lowell i 

Bacon,  Rev.  L.  W.,  D.D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

BaUantine,  Rev.  John  W.,  Dorchester 

Bamgor  Theological  Seminary,  Bangor,  Me. 

Bamum,  Rev.  H.  N.,  D.D.,  Harpoot,  Turkey i 

Barrows,  Rev.  A.  C,  Ames,  lo 

Bartlett,  Rev.  S.  C,  D.D.,  Hanover,  N.  H i 

Bascom,  Rev.  John,  D.D.,  Williamstown 

Beal,  George,  Newton  Highlands,  newspapers 

Beecher,  Rev.  Charles,  Wysox,  Pa, 2 

Beecher,  Rev.  Edward,  D.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y x 

Beloit  College,  Beloit,  Wis 

Benedict,  Rev.  George,  Quincy  Point 

Benham,  W.  E.,  Meriden,  Ct. i 

Berea  College,  Berea,  Ky 

Billings,  Hon.  Frederick,  Woodstock,  Vt i 

Birchard  Library,  Fremont,  O 

Bissell,  Rev.  E.  C,  D.D.,  Hartford,  Ct 3 

Boardman,  Prof.  George  N.,  D.D.,  Chicago,  111 i 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me 

Boynton,  Rev.  George  M.,  D.D.,  Newton  Centre 6  146 

Brace,  C.  Loring,  New  York,  N.  Y a 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brookljm,  N.  Y 

Brooks,  Rev.  Wm.  Henry,  Hanover 

Bruce,  C.  £.,  Maiden 

Burr,  Rev.  E.  F.,  D.D.,  Lyme,  Ct S 

Chabners,  Patrick,  Wimbledon,  Eng. 

Chapin,  C.  N.,  Mehnose 


^^^^^r 

P 

^ 

^^^^^ 

Voli 

P>™pl«. 

^^^Spnun,  R«T.  Ju»b,  Km..,  N.  H 

Ch™,  Rm.  J.  B..  Hull.  lo 

ChicaKO  Thwloglci]  Scmiovy,  Chiowo.  lU.         .        .        -        .       . 

Oljr  Mlidonary  Society,  Bonoo 

?. 

a«k.  lUv.  N.  a,  D.D  ,  Wot  RoihotT 

*r6 

t» 

CokB,  Abraluun,  M.D..  Niwirk,  N.  J 

, 

CiJ1es.olN.wJ.r«T,  Princttod,  N.  J 

Colmnhaa  CnUeg..  Ntw  Vork,  N.  V 

>■ 

Cowai,  R«.  Johd,  South  D«r6eld,  .  MS 

' 

Cnirfonl,  Re>.  SidoeriTampg,  Fla.    ...                .        .       . 

Cuihmg,  UluM.F.,  D«TV,  N.  H.,  iMS 

D»T,  Prut.  George  E..  D.D.,  Ntw  H»VH>.  CL 

Done,  R«Y.  Jimei,  Ciowo  P<*.l,  N.  Y.     .....       . 

Dedhun  HiiUrical  S«xiy,  Dedbun 

DgFoml,  R«.  U.  S,  D.D.,TiUa<livi,  AU 

Dtao,  Pmf.  F.  fl..  N«.  H.«n,  Ct. 

Dat«,  Rer.  H.  M.,  D.D.,  New  Bedlbnl 

DlckennaD,  Vtn.  George  S.,  Amhent  . 
Dickinion.  Rev,  C.  R.,  MariKU,  O.      .        .        . 
IMoceie  o[  ConDecticuI  through  Prof.  Samuel  Him,  H 

Dodge,  Jamei  H.,  Bouon 

Dole,  Rev,  C.  P.,  Jimaica  Plain  .        .        .        .       . 
Donnell,  Rev.  Albert,  Eaitpon,  Me.     . 
Duminer,  Jowph  N.,  Byfield         .... 

Duren.  Dea.  E.  F..  Bangor,  Me 

Edmandj,  John,  Philadclphli,  Pa.        .       .        . 

Eellt,  Rev.  Myron,  Skokomish,  Wish. 

Elliot,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Waleibiuy,  Vl.       .       .        . 

EUii,  Rev.  George  E.,  D.D.,  BosloD    . 

EUii,  MiH  Mai7,  Sonierville         .... 

Euei  Inititute,  Salem 

Falibank,  Rev.  John  B.,  MoiTis,  Minn. 
FjurehUd,  Prof.  A.  B.,  Crete.  Neb.       . 
Faiichild,  Rev.  J.  H.,  D.D.,  OberUo,  O.      . 
FUk,  Prof,  F.  W„  D.D.,  Chicago,  111. 
Follanibee,  G.,  KtUbuig,  Pa.         ...         . 
Ford.  Rev.  James  T.,Lo>  Angeles,  Cal.       . 
Foitet,  Prof.  Frank  H.,  Oberiin,  O.      .        .        . 
Fnnk  S  Wagnalls,  New  York,  N.  Y.     . 
Gannett,  Rev.  George,  D.D,,  Boatoo    , 
Gerould,  Rev.  S,  L„  Hollij,  N,  H,       . 
Gladden,  Rev,  Waihington,  D.O.,  Columbus,  O. 
GoodvHn,  Rev,  E.  P,D,D.,  Chicago,  111,    , 

Green,  Dr.  S,  A.,  Bowon 

Greene,  W.  L,  k  Co.,  Boelon        .... 
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Vols.  Pamphs. 

Gregg,  Rev.  David,  D.D.,  Boston s 

GriflBs,  Rev.  William  E.,  D.D.,  Boston 8 

Hall,  Prof.  E.  W.,  WatcrviUe,  Me loj 

Ham,  Dr.  Joseph,  Dover,  N.  H.,  newspapers 

Hamlin,  Rev.  Cyrus,  D.D.,  Lexington i 

Hammond,  Rev.  H.  L.,  Chicago,  IlL i                      xi 

Harlow,  Rev.  R.  K.,  Medway i 

Harper,  Rev.  Joel,  Wichita,  Kan i 

Hart,  Rev.  Samuel,  Hartford,  Ct i 

Hartford  Theolo^cal  Seminary,  Hartford,  Ct 3 

Hartshorn,  Miss  Ada  R.,  South  Boston i 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge 5 

Hassam,  John  T.,  Boston i 

Hayden,  Jabez  H.,  Windsor  Locks,  Ct i 

Hazen,  Rev.  H.  A.,  Aubumdale 8 

Henshaw,  Miss  H.  E.,  Leicester i 

Highland  Club,  Cambridge,  newspapers 17 

Hill,  Hon.  Hamilton  A.,  Boston i                        r 

Hodges,  Rev.  A.  C,  Buckland i 

Hodgldns,  William  H.,  SomerviUe i                        7 

Homer,  Miss  M.  B.,  Cambridge 14 

Hood,  Rev.  George  A.,  Newton s 

Hoppin,  Prof.  James  M.,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct 2 

Howard,  Rev.  R.  B.,  Arlington 6 

Howe,  Mrs.  Harvey,  Dorchester 8                       3 

Hubbard,  U  P.,  New  York,  N.  Y 3 

Hyde,  Rev.  C.  M.,  D.D.,  Honolulu,  H.  I i 

nUnois  College,  Jacksonville,  111 11 

Illinois  Home  Missionary  Society,  Chicago,  111 i 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Iowa  City,  lo 4 

Johnson,  Rev.  Samuel,  New  Haven,  N.  Y. i 

Kansas  State  Historical  Sodety,  Topeka,  Kan i 

Kellc^,  Rev.  C.  C,  Dorchester,  i  MS 7 

Kelsey,  Rev.  F.  D.,  Helena,  Mon a 

Kingman,  Abner,  Montreal,  Can. i 

Ladd,  Rev.  H.  O.,  Santa  F<,  N.  M 2 

Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pa 43 

Lane,  Mrs.  Jonathan  A.,  Boston 35                    ao^ 

Langworthy,  Mrs.  S.  A.,  Chelsea i                      n 

Laurie,  Rev.  Thomas,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  1 9 

Lewis,  C.  W.,  Boston i 

Loring,  Hon.  George  B.,  Salem i 

Lovejoy,  Rev.  George  E.,  Franklin i 

Lyman,  Rev.  P.  W.,  Fall  River i 

Mann,  Miss  E.  L.,  Braintree 15                    241 

MarietU  College,  MarietU,  0 3 

Marsh,  E.  J.,  Leominster i 

Marsh,  CoL  L.  B.,  Boston i                        1 

Marvin,  Rev.  F.  R.,  Great  Barrington i 

Massachusetts  Historical  Sodety,  Boston a                      aa 

Massachusetts  Home  Missionary  Sodety,  Boston a                        3 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Sodety,  Boston a 

Massachusetts  Humane  Sodety,  Boston i 

Massachusetts,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Boston      ....  4                       3 

McKee,  Maj.  James  C,  Watertown 1 

Merriman,  Rev.  W.  E.,  D.D.,  Boston 6 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich 3 


!ty,  Sl  Paul.  MtnB.      . 
Mam.  Rt».  W.  H.,  Haitlonl,  Cl.       .        .        . 

MorK,  Han.  Lnpald,  B«Ioii 

MoiM.  R.  C,  Nw  York,  N.  Y 

Hounl  Auburn  Cenicterir  Tnu»«».  Boiton  . 
Mudccr,  ReT,  T.  T.,  D.D.,  Nc*  ll»rn.  Cl,       . 
Neo  England  HLuuic  Geueilo^nl  Sodely,  Bulon  . 
New  H»ini«Alre  SKwlary  ol  Sule,  Concord,  N,  H. 
N«rJcF«r  H<'«>'ialS<>d«^TRDUD,N.  J.     . 

Nmi.  Sitaiuel,  HinlDnl.  Ct. 

Oberlm  Cellegt,  Obcrlla,  O 

CMHb,  Rtv.  Jaii»iE.,Goe«o»ii.  N.  H.     . 
Old  Rcddenl^'  Histurio]  AiudatiDii,  LoweU 
Fudac  Uniirenillj,  ToreB  Grovi,  Ore.  , 
P^tfit  AUrrd  B,,  DedhaiD        ,         .         .         ,         . 
Puk,  Kev.  E.  A.,  D.D.,  Andovcr        .        ,        .        , 
Pitton,  Rc<.  William  W..  D.D..  WuhlDglon,  O.  C.  . 
P«l,  Rtv.  S.  D.,  McDdnn,  ni.      ,        ,        .        .        . 
PeU>ub«t,  Km.  F.  N.,  D,D„  NaUck    .       .        .       , 
PcDntylnnfa  CdUckc,  Cniyiburg,  Pa.         .        .       , 
PenniflviDU  Hiitorlcil  Soddr,  PhUwlclphi*,  PL 

PuklDi,  RcT.  H.  M.,  Dunaible 

Poiin,  R«.  L.,  D.D,,  Torringlon,  Cl.        .        .        . 
PeiTT.  CluilH,  Weticrlf,  K.  I.     . 

Pinkertoo  Academy,  Deny,  N.  H 

Pltunb,  Rn.  A  U.,I).D.,  Rubury    .        .        .        . 

r*m,  Kcv.  D.  W„  D.D..  Phnadelgihu,  Pi. 

P«ta,  Rev.  Noah,  D.D  ,  New  Hann,  Ct         .       . 

Potier,  C:hjriesE.,Cont<Bd 

PmicqH,  Hon.  B.  F.,  Epping,  N.  H 

Pulninl,  F.  W.,  Cambridge    . 

Quint,  R«v.  A.  H.,D.D.,  Alliton        .        .        .        . 

Reed.  Gectge  B.,  Cambridge 

Rhode  l^nd  Historical  Sociely,  PiovldentE,  R.  [.      . 

Rice,  Franklin  P.,  WoreestET 

Rkhardion,  C.  A.,  Chelsea,  i  roll         .        .        .        . 
Rkhaidaon,  Rev.  N.,  Rockpon     ,         .         .         .         . 

Rlpon  College,  Ripon,  Wis 

Roberts,  Rev.  W.  H.,  D.D.,  Cincinoali,  O. 

Robinson,  Rev.  E.  A..  Boston 

RolUns  College,  Winer  Plrk,  ria 

Rom,  Rev.  A.  H.,  D.D.,  Port  Huron,  Mieh.       . 
Sagendorph,  Noah,  Spencer  ,,,... 
Salter,  Rev,  WillLim,  D.D.,  Burlington,  Jo. 

Sanderson,  Rev,  J.  P.,  Detroit.  Mich 

Sanford,  L.  J.,  New  Haven,  Ct 

Sctlyc,  Rev.  J,  H.,D.D.,  Amherst       .         .         .         , 

Sharp. /.C.  Dorchester 

Shedd,  Rev,  W,  G.  T,.  D.D..  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Smith,  Rev.  W.  W.,  Newmarket,  Ont. 

St.  Louis  Public  Library,  St.  Ijiuts,  Mo.      . 

Stewart,  Hon.  William  M.,  Washington,  D.  C.    . 

Stockbridge.  Henry,  Baltimore,  Md.     .        .       .        . 

Siom.  Rev.  R.  S.,  D.D„  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Sireet,  Rev.  George  E.,  Eieler.  N,  H, 

Strong,  Rev    E.E,  D.D,.  Auburndale 

Swett,  C,  E.,  Winchester 
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Vols.  Pamphs. 

Taylor,  Rev.  JeremUh,  D.D.,  Boston a 

Ted,  Rev.  William  H.,  Walpole,  N.  H i 

Thomas,  Rev.  Reuen,  D.D.,  Brookline 3 

Thomas,  Rev.  W.  A.,  Conway,  i  MS. 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  Stamford,  Ct i 

Todd,  Thomas,  Boeton 4^ 

Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Ct 28 

Tuck,  Edward,  New  York,  N.  Y i 

Tucker,  Rev.  J.  T.,  D.D.,  Boston 4 

Tufts  College,  College  Hill 11 

Tuttle,  Julius  H.,  Dedham 2 

Tyler,  Prof.  W.  S.,D.D.,  Amherst $ 

Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  N.  Y 1 

Union  University,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 3 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C i  5 

United  States  Comptroller  of  Currency,  Washington,  D.  C.         ...  i 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C.    .  60 

United  States  Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C so  1 1 

United  States  Fish  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C ?  5 

United  States  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C i 

United  States  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C i 

University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal i 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich 3 

University  of  Rochester,  Rochester,  N.  Y 30 

Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y 7 

Waldron,  Rev.  D.  W.,  Boston 5  7 

Walker,  Rev.  Geo.  Leon,  D.D.,  Hartford,  Ct 3 

Walker,  Mre.  J.  B.,  Wheaton,  lU 1 

Walker,  Hon.  Joseph  B.,  Concord,  N.  H i 

Warren,  S.  D.,  estate  of,  Boston 3 

Warren  Street  Chapel,  Boston *  a 

• 

Washburn  College,  Topeka,  Kan. 3 

Watt,  Rev.  D.  G.,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. i 

Weed,  Alonzo  S.,  Boston 18 

Weeks,  R.  D.,  Newark,  N.  J i 

Weldon,  Mrs.  S.  R.,  Santa  Barbara,  Cal i 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Ct. 30 

Whittlesey,  Rev.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C.      .../..        .  i 

Williauns,  Rev.  C.  H.,  Meriden,  Ct 4 

Williams  College,  Williamstown 3 

Winsor,  Justin,  Cambridge    ....  * i 

Winthrop,  Hon.  Robert  C,  B<»ton g 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis i 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  Boeton 8                     37 

Woman's  Home  Missionary  Association,  Boston i 

Woods,  Mrs.  Caroline  Fitz,  Boston i 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester i 

Wright,  Carroll  D.,  Washington 1 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Ct 3 


Any  annual  muKtiti;;,  h/  a  vot?  of  two  t!urJ>  of  the  menibcrii  present  and  votirn;,  on  signin;:  tlie 
Cun«>titiitian  or  otherwise  accepting  mcinbcntliip  in  writin>;.  There  sh.ill  be  due  fruni  each  mem- 
ber on  the  d.iy  of  ever\' annual  meeiinx  the  "ium  of  one  dollar;  aud  if  -^uch  f»um  have  imt  been 
juid  by  the  d<»se  nf  the  next  foIlowinR  annual  meeting,  tlie  jierson  so  nejilectiu};  «ir  refusing  shall 
Lie  notified  if  possible,  and  unless  the  amount  l>e  paid  within  three  months  tliereafter,  hit.  minibcr- 
ship  shall  Cease.  F»ut  any  member  who  has  heretufore  paid,  or  may  hereafter  pay,  n.-t  les-*  than 
ten  dollars  at  any  «^ne  time,  shall  be  frred  frtim  this  as*essnient.  All  mtmcy*  received  inuler  the 
provisiiins  of  this  Article  »ha:l  be  applied  tx(lu>ivel\  to  the  increase  of  the  library. 

Akt.  IV.  The  oftieers  of  thi.s  As.Miciatiou  —  who  shall  be  chosen  by  Iwdlct  from  its  mcmber« 
at  thK  annual  meeting,  and  who  shall  »er\-e  fur  the  year,  and  until  their  succebsnrs  be  cho.<>('n  — 
»hall  be  a  1-Vcsid»,nt:  two  Vic-- Presidents ;  a  ('orrrsp<tnditig  and  Recordinj;  Secretary  —  who  .shall 
lie  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his  du*i-.s.  and  also  act  a<^  Secretary  of  the  Hoard  of 
Directors,  his  book  of  records  brinv;  kept  in  the  library- ;  a  Librarian  ;  a  Trca^u|•er ;  an  A:5.sistant 
Treasurer:  and  an  Auditor  —  all  of  whom  shall  prrfofm  the  duties  usual  to  their  offices.  This 
Secretary  and  Trcisurer,  with  fifteen  tithcrs,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  the  Association,  ylrrv  of  whom  shall  coiLstitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

Art.  V.  The  annual  meetings  for  the  choice  of  oflficcrs,  and  for  other  busine>s  apprfipriate 
to  such  meetings,  sh.dl  be  held  in  Boston,  im  Tuesday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  in 
each  year,  at  12  o'cl»»ck  m.  Special  meetings  nny  be  called  at  any  time  by  the^  Board  of 
Directors.  The  annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by  published  notices  in  the 
Orthr-dox  Congregational  weekly  iiewsi>aiHT»  of  Bo^iMi,  at  least  one  week  previous.  Twenty 
members  .thall  be  necc^sarj'  to  a  quorum  at  any  meeting. 

Art.  VI.  Thi.«<  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  annual  meeting  bv  a  vote  of  two  thirds 
of  the  mcmlters  present,  public  notice  having  beon  given  of  the  nature  of  the  pro|x>sed  alteration 
in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 


BY  -  LAWS. 

I.  Anwi:a!.  Mkbtinc.  The  exercise?  shall  be :  (i)  Prayer.  (2)  Hearing  rcpon.s  of  Director-^ 
and  other  officers  having  rei^>rts  to  m<ike.  (3)  Action  upon  nuch  reiMirts  requiring  action.  (4) 
Klcaion  of  ttfiicers.    (5)  Such  other  business  as  may  properly  be  done. 

IL  DiRKCTORS.  The  Directi»rs:  (i)  shall  tix  their  own  times  of  meeting  and  the  method  of 
calling  those  meetings;  [x)  nuy  ap]H*int  and  regulate  a  public  meeting  of  the  AsstK'iation  f(»r 
aniiversary  purr»<*ses  whenever  cleem'd  expedient;  (,\)  at  their  first  meeting  aflfr  appointment 
shall  by  KiUot  chooM-  a  Chairman  for  the  year,  and  ^on  nomination  of  a  committee  of  three 
aniiointed  by  the  Chair}  a  Finance  Committee,  a  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Congreiiaiii>iiaI 
House,  and  a  Librarv  Committee  —  each  of  three  members  —  to  serve  for  the  y'.'ar,  and  until 
tlicir  successors  shall  be  appointed :  (4)  shall,  upon  advice  of  the  Finance  C«imniittee,  order  the 
di-iposiil  of  all  mone>.>  belunging  to  the  Association  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer;  uix>n  advice  of 
the  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Con>;regationat  Hinise,  establi-^h  the  rent-roll,  and  general  diK{Mv;al 
of  the  renting  and  care  of  that  building;  and  upon  advice  of  the  Library  Committee,  fix  the  saLiry 
of  the  Librarian,  app<iint  aud  tix  the  .s;dary  of  one  or  more  assi«<tantH,  and  in  general  take  order  for 
the  security,  ginwtfi,  and  be<t  usefulness  of  the  library' ;  (5)  shall  make  rejx^rt  of  their  doings  at 
each  annual  meeting,  suggesting  to  the  Association  such  action  as  in  their  judgment  its  we'fare 
may  require.  (6)  At  the  opening  of  e.ich  DirectorN*  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  last  previous 
meeting  shall  be  read  and  approved,  and  a  dix'ket  of  business,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  in  conference  witli  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  of  the  Directors,  shall  be  presented 
and  nrriceeded  upon. 

ill.  Thk  LiitKAKiAN*.  The  Librarian:  (1)  shall  have  charge  of  the  library,  and  be  res|H>n- 
sible  for  its  care,  condition,  order,  and  duegrt>wth;  (2)  shall  cause  to  be  made  and  kept  for  use 
suitable  catalogues  of  its  contents ;  (i)  shallgive  such  aid  as  he  can  to  all  .students  desiring  to 
pursue  investigations  therein  :  (4)  shall  acknowledge  all  dtmations  by  note  addrcs;>ed  to  th-r  (Unior : 
($)  shall  rep<irt  to  the  Directors,  whenever  requested,  or  he  may  deem  it  im|xtrtant,  all  dnii.itions 
and  additions,  and  to  the  Assficiation  at  its  annual  meeting,  the  principal  avct-s>.ii.>ns  of  the  year 
then  clooine,  with  any  suggestinns  deemed  exfiedii'nt  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  library  —  all  under 
the  dirvi.'ii(>u  of  the  Library  Committee;  {h}  shall  be  held  persdtially  rcsj-on-ible  that  every*  shutter, 
with  the  extra  d«M>rs,  be  shut  and  securely  fastened  when  the  hbrary  i*  closed,  ami  shall  never 
crter  the  ruoin,  nor  allow  any  one  else  to  enter  it.  wilh  any  light  not  secured  within  a  lantern,  and 
shall  under  no  circumstances  allow  a  kerosene  or  spirit  Limp  to  be  taken  into  or  used  therein  :  (7) 
shall  be  present  in  the  l-brarv  himself,  or  by  an  a.sM-Ntant  approved  by  the  Library  Committee, 
during  the  hours  pre««cribed  ?or  its  being  ojien,  and  exercise  constant  vigilance  lest  the  librarv 
suffer  fn»m  untrustworthy  jH'rsons;  (S)  shall  have  iviwer  to  exclude  any  person  proving  himself 
unworthy  ;  (<>)  and  shall  liceep  all  sf^ecially  valuable  iMXiks,  manu.sciipts,  and  citrinsities  under  lock 
and  kev.  and  allow  them  to  Ik:  consulted  only  in  his  presence,  or  that  of  his  as«i>tant. 

IV.  TiiR  LiUKAKV.  (1)  No  book,  (Minphlet,  manuKcript,  or  other  article  shall  be  loaned 
or  removed  from  the  library  —  except  f»»r  binding  or  repiiir  —  without  the  written  permission  of 
the  Library  Comniittt:e ;  nor  shall  such  books  and  manuscri|its  as  they  may  d<-'iign.ite  li<>  loaned 
under  anv  circum^tanc<-.s.  On  his  own  personal  responsibility',  however,  the  Librarian  ntay  allow 
such  books  or  pamphb^ts  as  he  know-:  can  be  easily  duplic;ited,  t<»  be  so  lo.ined  tor  a  peri«>d  not  to 
exceed  ten  days.  (2)  All  biHtks,  tract^,  manuscripts,  mafx,  etc.,  In-longim;  to  the  As>cH;iation  shall 
be  di^tinctlv  marked  as  iL-i  i)n>|>erty.  (3)  The  library'  >hall  lie  «»pcn  on  all  week-days,  except  th«»»e 
of  public  ot>servancc,  during  sudi  hoitrh  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Directors  uimii  advice  ot  the 
Library  Committee. 

V.  In  Gbneral  All  previous  By-Laws  arc  hereby  repealed ;  and  these  may  be  amended  at 
any  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 
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The  AmericaQ  Congregational  Association. 


BUSINESS   MEETING. 

Pursuant  to  the  usual  published  notice,  the  thirty-seventh 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Congregational  Association  was 
held  on  May  27,  1890,  at  noon,  in  Pilgrim  Hall. 

Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  the  President,  occupied  the  chair. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  David  Gregg,  D.D.  It  was  moved, 
and  voted,  that  the  reading  of  the  records  of  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing be  dispensed  with,  they  having  been  approved  by  the  Directors 
at  their  meeting  next  subsequent  to  the  annual  meeting,  and  also 
having  been  printed  and  circulated  among  the  members. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Directors,  included  in  which  was 
that  of  the  Library  Committee,  then  was  read  by  the  Librarian, 
and  it  was  voted  that  the  report  be  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Directors  for  publication.  The  Treasurer's  report  also  was  read 
by  Mr.  Burr,  and  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 

In  accordance  with  recorded  votes  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  its  meeting  of  May  5,  and  with  a  duly  published  notice  to  the 
same  effect,  it  was  then  moved  to  amend  the  last  part  of  Article 
IV  of  the  Constitution  by  substituting  the  word  "twenty-eight" 
for  the  word  "fifteen,"  and  the  wprd  "/^"  for  the  word  ^^five,^' 
The  proposed  amendment  was  carried  without  opposition. 

The  election  of  new  members  then  being  in  order,  the  Nomi- 
nating Committee,  through  Mr.  Hodgkins,  proposed  the  following : 


Rev.  Smith  Baker,  D.D. 

Lowell. 

Jacob  P.  Bates      . 

Brookline. 

Rev.  David  N.  Beach 

Cambridgeport 

William  G.  Bell 

West  Newton. 

WiLLLAM  G.  Benedict 

Boston. 

WlLLLAM   0.    BlANEY       . 

Roxbury. 

William  H.  Brainerd 

Boston. 

Edwin  O.  Bullock 

Wellesley  Hills, 

Horatio  S.  Burdett   . 

Brookline. 

Edward  H.  Chandler 

Boston. 

Henry  E.  Cobb     . 

Newton. 

Rbv.  Marshall  M.  Cutter 

Brooklmc 

Joshua  W.  Davis 

Newlon. 

Frank  A.  Dav      .... 

Newton. 

Edmund  T.  Eastman,  M.D. 

Bo*ton. 

William  P.  Ellison     . 

Ntwton. 

William  H.  Emekson  , 

Cambridge. 

Noah  W.  Farley 

Aubumdale. 

Francis  Flint        .... 

Cimbridge. 

Joseph  H.  Grav    .... 

Boat  on. 

Rrv.  George  E.  Hall 

Dovei,  New  H»mpBhiie. 

Cbarles  W.  Hill 

Roibuiy. 

Nathaniel  S.  Hotchkiss    . 

Boston- 

MoKTiMER  B.  Mason     . 

Boslon. 

Henry  D.  Noves  ,       .       .       , 

Hyde  Paik. 

William  A.  Paine 

Roxbury. 

AuoDSTUs  C.  Perkins  . 

H.  Sterling  Pombkoy,  H.D. 

Boston. 

Henry  H.  Proctor 

Boston. 

Charles  A.  Putnam    . 

Boston. 

Rkv.  Charlks  B.  Rick 

Daavers. 

Hon.  Charles  H.  Sawyer 

Dover,  New  H»mp.hL«. 

Francis  Smith       .... 

Boston. 

Rrv.  Charles  M.  Southcatb    . 

Worcester. 

Francis  J,  Ward          .       .       . 

Roxbury.                                  ■■ 

G.  Henry  Whitcomb   . 

Worwster. 

Frank  E.  Woodward  . 

Boston. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  ballot,  and  all  the  noininees  were 
elected. 

The  election  of  officers  being  next  in  order,  it  was  voted  thil 
a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  nominate  a  lisi 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  chairman  named  Messrs. 
Hodgkins,  Horr,  and  Todd. 

While  they  were  conferring  together  there  was  some  discus- 
sion about  the  proposed  new  building,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Richardson 
offered  a  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

"  iVherio],  we  have  heard  wilb  satisfaction  the  aUasions  in  the  annuJ 
report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Association  to  the  plan  for  a  mora  adequate 
and  convenient  Congregational  House,  we  hereby  eipreu  oar  hearty  approTil 
of  the  project,  and  we  further  aitthuiize  and  instruct  the  Board  of  Directon 
for  the  coming  year  to  go  forward  with  these  investigations,  with  ■  view  K> 
the  adoption  of  some  sjiecific  and  feasible  scheme  for  rebuilding,  and  to  0& 
a  meeting  of  the  Association  whenever  they  shall  be  prepared  to  lay  before 
it,  and  recommend  the  prosecution  of,  any  definite  plan  for  a  new  house." 

This  was  adopted  unanimously. 


The  Nominating  Committee  then  returned  and  offered  the 
allowing  list  of  officers  for  the  next  year,  omitting  their  own 
ames,  which  it  was  at  opce  voted  to  add: 

President 
Hon.  RUFUS  S.  FROST,  Chelsea. 

Vke-Presidenis. 

Ezra  Farnsworth,  Boston. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Directors, 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford. 

Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Allston. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury. 

Marquis  F.  Dickinson,  Boston. 

Edward  A.  Studley,  Boston. 

S.  Brainard  Pratt,  Boston. 

Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Roxbury. 

Charles  A.  Richardson,  Boston. 

Rev.  David  Gregg,  D.D.,  Boston. 

William  H.  Hodgkins,  Somerville. 

Rev.  Elijah  Horr,  D.D.,  East  Boston. 

Thomas  Todd,  Concord. 

William  F.  Richardson,  Cambridge. 

CoRYDON  M.  Whittlesey,  West  Newton. 

Rev.  Smith  Baker,  D.D.,  Lowell. 

William  G.  Bell,  West  Newton. 

William  O.  Blaney,  Roxbury. 

Samuel  B.  Capen,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Rev.  De  Witt  S.  Clark,  Salem. 

Henry  E.  Cobb,  Newton. 

William  H.  Emerson,  Cambridge. 

Hon.  James  M.  W.  Hall,  Cambridge. 

Samuel  Johnson,  Boston. 

Mortimer  B.  Mason,  Boston. 

Rev.  Charles  B.  Rice,  Danvers. 

Rev.  Charles  M.  Southgate,  Worcester. 

G.  Henry  Whitcomb,  Worcester. 


LibrarioM. 

Rkv.  WILLIAM  H.  COBBy  Newton  Centre. 
TVeasurer. 
CHARLES  C.  BURR,  Auburadale. 

Corraptm£iig  and  Recording  Suretivj. 

Rkv.  MORTON  DEXTER,  Bostoa. 

Audiior. 

ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Chelsea. 


This  list  of  nominees  then  was  unanimously  elected  by  balloL 
It  was  also  moved  and  carried  that  Rev.  W.  H,  "Cobb  serve  as 
Assistant  Treasurer  during  the  year. 

The  Secretary  then  was  duly  sworn  to  the  faithful  perfonn- 
ance  of  his  duties,  which  is  certified  as  follows : 

Suffolk,  sa.  Boston,  May  rj,  i8go. 

Then  personally  appeared  Moiton  Dexter,  who  hod  been  chosen  Secretary 
of  the  American  Congregational  Assodalion,  and  made  oath  that  he  would 
faithfully  perform  (he  duties  of  said  office. 

Before  mc, 

Thomas  Todd.  Juitici  afUu  Pratt. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  then  dissolved. 
MoKTON  Dexter,  Secretary. 


THIRTY -SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THE 


American  Congregational  Association. 


One  year  ago  it  was  noted,  as  an  unusual  mercy,  that  none  of 
the  twenty-two  officers  of  this  society  had  been  removed  during  the 
previous  year  by  the  hand  of  death.  Today  we  have  the  added 
cause  for  gratitude  to  God,  as  we  look  back  a  twelvemonth^  that 
all  who  have  ever  been  prominently  associated  with  this  enterprise 
remain  with  ranks  as  full  as  at  the  opening  of  the  year. 

In  1853,  when  Anniversary  Week  was  one  of  the  glories  of 
Boston,  as  nearly  as  possible  thirty-seven  years  ago  today,  a  large 
and  enthusiastic  body  of  Congregationalists  met  in  the  Old  South 
Church  and  organized  this  Association.  It  was  a  time  when  the 
air  was  astir  with  a  revival  of  Congregational  principles.  That 
very  month  the  American  Congregational  Union  was  formed  in 
New  York.  Our  polity  was  to  stand  on  its  own  feet  in  the  great 
West  —  an  idea  which  took  shape  in  the  Albany  Convention. 
Freedom  was  the  new  watchword  in  national  politics,  and  reli- 
gious freedom  was  as  earnestly  advocated.  A  great  monument  at 
Plymouth,  to  the  memory  of  the  Pilgrims,  was  projected,  even  as  a 
greater  monument  to  their  principles  had  just  been  built  out  of 
the  brain  and  heart  of  a  Congregationalist,  in  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin, 
The  generation  then  on  the  stage,  and  active  in  these  movements, 
knew  what  they  believed,  and  why,  and  they  were  determined  to 
carry  forward  their  faith  and  polity  with  all  the  energy  at  their 
command. 

There  are  signs  among  us  now  of  a  return  of  the  spring-time. 
Within  the  year  past  the  national  monument  at  Plymouth  has 
been  completed,  and  its  dedication  has  awakened  fresh  interest 


throughout  the  land  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  fathers.  Congrega- 
tionalism has  grown  bold  enough  to  reach  out  for  the  first  lime 
around  the  world,  and  prepare  for  a  general  Council.  Balancing 
this  centrifugal  force  is  a  powerfu!  centripetal  impulse.  The 
churches  of  Boston  are  drawing  into  closer  fellowship,  with  new 
and  large  plans  for  lengthening  the  cords  and  slrenglhening  the 
stakes  of  Congregationalism  in  this  vicinity  ;  not  because  it  is  our 
tent,  but  because  it  is  the  best  tent. 

The  business  men  of  a  new  generation  are  beginning  to  feel  the 
stimulus  of  a  noble  opportunity,  while  they  ask  with  us  whether 
the  time  has  not  come  to  arise  and  build  a  new  Congregational 
House.  This  last  problem  it  is  our  special  province  to  discuss, 
and  if  possible  decide ;  hence-  we  shall  pass  rapidly  over  other 
matters. 

The  liabilities  of  the  Association,  on  two  mortgages  held  by  the 
Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  are  $177,000,  against  $179,500 
last  year;  a  reduction  of  $2,500.  Besides  this,  the  Association 
owes  fi,5oo  10  the  Congregational  Library. 

The  assets  are  13,318  square  feet  of  land,  with  the  Congrega- 
tional House  which  covers  it,  the  land  alone  being  worth  in  the 
market,  on  a  moderate  estimate,  three  times  the  amount  of  the  mort- 
gages. The  Association  owns  also  the  Congregational  Library,  a 
property  whose  value  no  one  has  attempted  to  reduce  to  dollars 
and  cents. 

The  income  from  rents  last  year  was  $23,175.28  ;  from  a  tem- 
porary loan,  which  is  always  necessary  in  anticipation  of  taxes, 
$3,000  less  two  months'  interest,  or  $3,968.50 ;  balance  from  pre- 
vious year,  $1,041.31 ;  total  resources,  $37,185.09. 

The  items  of  expenditure,  including  $7,160  interest  on  mort- 
gage, and  $3,500  reduction  of  principal,  are  set  forth  in  the  Treas- 
urer's report,  herewith  presented,  which  shows  a  balance  on  hand 
of  $743.10.  The  expenditure  for  repairs  has  been  very  large- 
beginning  with  $400  for  pointing  up  the  walls  outside,  and  $>6o 
for  painting  the  halls  inside,  and  including  over  $1,000  for  altera- 
tions in  the  elevator.  The  part  of  the  building  which  is  rented 
yields  an  annual  dividend  of  5^  per  cent  on  the  entire  original 
investment 


THE   LIBRARY. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  regular  series  is  28,252  ; 
of  pamphlets,  54,222 ;  of  unbound  numbers  of  periodicals,  32,294. 
Newspapers  are  not  reckoned  in  this  enumeration.  Besides 
these  are  several  thousands  of  duplicates,  many  of  which  can 
be  sold  or  exchanged.  There  are  also  a  considerable  number  of 
manuscripts,  some  of  them  especially  valuable,  a  good  collection 
of  portraits,  and  a  few  relics  and  curiosities  of  various  kinds. 

There  have  been  added  during  the  year  12  manuscripts,  749 
books,  1,982  pamphlets,  1,273  unbound  numbers  of  periodicals. 
Total  additions,  4,016.  By  the  gift  of  Deacon  Joseph  Leland,  who 
lately  passed  away,  portraits  of  Rev.  Dr.  Kirk  and  Rev.  Dr.  Ide 
were  presented  to  us ;  a  portrait  of  Rev.  Dr.  Goodell  is  the  gift  of 
Rev.  A.  A.  Berle. 

A  larger  number  of  books  than  usual  has  been  added  by  pur> 
chase — the  result  of  a  wise  increase  in  the  appropriation  to  the 
Library.  Although  this  expenditure  still  falls  much  below  our 
needs,  we  have  not  thought  best  to  recommend  its  increase  until 
the  greater  problem  confronting  the  Association  shall  have  been 
solved;  but  we  could  not  deprecate  too  earnestly  any  lowering  of 
the  standard  by  lessening  the  appropriation.  As  a  result  of  the 
former  policy,  which  left  the  Library  dependent  on  the  chance  gifts 
of  friends,  we  had  at  the  close  of  1887  a  large  collection  of  books 
and  pamphlets,  but  scarcely  a  working  library  in  any  proper  sense. 
Those  who  attempted  to  use  it  were  constantly  annoyed  and  morti- 
fied by  the  lack  of  books  of  reference.  The  only  recent  cyclopedia 
was  that  of  the  American  Book  Exchange ;  there  were  few  current 
periodicals;  there  was  no  good  atlas,  and  no  dictionary  of  the 
Bible.  Considered  even  as  a  special  collection  of  Congregational 
literature,  the  Library  was  still  seriously  deficient  in  the  rare  works 
of  the  Pilgrim  and  Puritan  fathers. 

At  present,  an  examination  of  the  whole  Library  would  show  in 
every  department  decided  improvement  in  its  quality,  especially 
in  attempting  completeness  in  several  departments;  but  it  is  too 
plain  for  argument  that  we  can  approach  our  true  standard  only  by 
eternal  vigilance,  and  by  a  careful,  steady,  and  liberal  expenditure. 

During  the  year  a  systematic  attempt  has  been  made  to  secure 
from  their  authors  the  gift  of  books  and  pamphlets  by  living  Con- 


gregational  niiiiislers.  Thus  far  we  have  been  very  successful  in 
this,  as  a  glance  at  the  full  list  of  donors  indicates.  The  woilt 
of  cataloguing,  which  we  have  a.lways  with  us,  has  made  good 
progress.  The  new  assistant  has  increased,  if  possible,  the  activ- 
ity and  helpfulness  of  her  previous  service. 

A  pleasant  memory  of  the  year  is  the  gathering  in  Pilgrim 
Hall,  on  the  evening  of  December  17.  to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Stone's  connection  with  the  Library. 
The  months  which  have  since  passed  have  continued  to  demon- 
strate the  great  worth  of  her  minute  acquaintance  with  all  the 
details  of  our  work  ;  of  her  remarkable  memory  ;  and,  above  all,  of 
her  single-hearted  devotion  to  tlie  work  of  her  calling. 

In  closing  this  part  of  the  report,  we  give  the  titles  of  a  few  of 
the  chief  additions  by  purchase  to  the  different  departments  of  the 
Library  during  the  year : 

Martin  Marprelate  (first  issue) ijW 

Rasing  of  the  Foundations  of  Brownisme.  By  S.  Bredwcll  1588 
An  Admonition  to  the  People  of  England,     By  Thomas 

Cooper .  1589 

Election    Sermons.     By  William    Hubbard   and   James 

Allen 1676,  79 

Sermon  on  Wonderful  Revolutions.    By  Increase  Mather  1710 

Death  Approaching.     By  Cotton  Mather 1714 

Religious  Thought  in  England,     By  John  Hunt.    3  vols.  1870-73 

History  of  Windham,  N.  H.     By  L,  A.  Morrison  .     .     .  rSSj 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies.      12  vols 1884-89 

Life  and  Times  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  By  A.  Edersheim  1886 
The  Cuneiform    Inscriptions    and  the  Old    Testament. 

By  E.  Schrader 1885,  88 

Descendants  of  John  Whitman.     By  C.  H.  Farnham      .  1889 

Register  of  Admissions  to  Gray's  Inn.     By  J.  Foster      ,  1889 

History  of  New  England.     Vol.  5.     By  J.  G.  Palfrey      .  1889 

Nicene  and  Post-Nicene  Fathers.     Vols.  11-14    •     ■     ■  1889,90 

Dictionary  of  National  Biography.     Vols  iS-zz     .     .     .  1889, 90 

The  Century  Dictionary.     Vols.  1-3 1889,  90 
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A   NEW  CONGREGATIONAL   HOUSE. 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  record  of  the  Directors'  meetings, 
this  subject  in  all  its  bearings  has  often  engaged  our  attention  in 
former  years,  and  the  various  plans  of  removing  to  another  site,  of 
enlarging  the  present  structure,  and  of  rebuilding  it  entire,  have 
been  carefully  considered.  But  the  project  of  rebuilding  has 
acquired  new  importance  during  the  last  few  months  by  reason 
of  the  active  interest  and  encouragement  of  the  Boston  Congrega- 
tional Club,  whose  committee  have  heartily  cooperated  with  us  in 
the  needful  investigations,  and  to  whom  we  would  publicly  express 
our  sincere  gratitude.  As  there  is  no  topic  of  present  agitation 
so  vital  to  our  welfare,  we  desire  to  set  forth  the  reasons  which 
seem  to  us  of  most  weight  both  for  and  against  the  proposed 
undertaking. 

In  favor  of  leaving  the  building  as  it  is,  it  may  be  said : 

/.     The  new  house  is  not  a  necessity. 

The  property  of  the  Association  is  ample  security  for  its 
debts.  The  income  of  the  Association  not  only  meets  current 
expenses,  but  yields  a  sinking  fund  which  has  already  paid  a 
large  sum  toward  the  extinction  of  the  debt.  As  the  payments 
on  account  of  interest  are  reduced,  this  sinking  fund  can  be 
increased,  and  when  the  debt  is  wiped  out  we  can  rebuild  on 
a  solid  financial  basis.  Thousands  of  dollars  have  been  recently 
spent  for  changes  and  repairs  here,  and  the  present  is  a  time  for 
letting  well  enough  alone. 

2,     The  new  house  would  be  an  undesirable  undertaking. 

The  money  for  its  erection  would  be  so  much  subtracted  from 
the  capital  which  might  be  put  into  a  score  of  Christian  enter- 
prises that  are  really  needful.  If  we  are  to  be  prudent  as  a 
denomination,  or  even  as  Christians,  we  shall  strain  our  energies 
for  years  to  come  in  carrying  on  more  vigorously  the  great  benevo- 
lent societies.  If  besides  this  we  can  do  any  special  work  for  our 
own  vicinity,  how  much  wiser  it  would  be  to  build  up  church 
enterprises  in  the  region  of  Boston  than  to  build  a  central  house 
as  a  business  speculation!  For  that  is  essentially  what  is  pro- 
posed—  to  incur  an  immense  debt,  and  then  cancel  it  by  degrees 
through  the  rentals  of  what  would  be  nominally  a  Congregational 


House,  but  actually  a  great  office  building.  The  plans  which 
have  been  submitted  show  nothing  to  difference  the  house  from 
a  modern  mercantile  establishment.  The  reduction  of  the  debt 
would  of  necessity  consume  many  years,  and  meanwhile  a  vast 
capital  would  be  withdrawn  from  sorely  needed  objects  to  an 
object  of  secondary  importance. 

J.  The  new  house  would  be  an  improper  undertaking. 
The  Association  does  not  exist  for  this  composite  purpose^ 
It  is  not  a  real  estate  stock  company.  It  is  a  society  incorporaied 
for  religious  objects.  Every  member  of  it  must  be  a  church  mem- 
ber, and  Its  powers  are  strictly  limited  by  its  charter.  It  was 
organized  for  two  definite  ends  —  to  found  a  library  of  the  reli- 
gious history  and  literature  of  New  England,  and  to  erect  a  build- 
ing for  the  said  library  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societies.  U 
is  distinctly  forbidden  to  invest  any  of  its  funds  in  real  estate 
except  for  such  a  house.  The  additional  powers  conferred  in  1864 
do  not  include  the  right  to  put  up  a  miscellaneous  office  build- 
ing which  might  net  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year  above 
expenses.  There  is  still  another  clause  in  the  charter  which  is 
fatal  to  the  proposed  scheme.  It  limits  the  amount  of  real  and 
personal  estate  which  the  Association  can  hold  to  $750,000, 
whereas  the  value  of  the  new  house,  on  the  plans  thus  far 
suggested,  would  be  nearly  or  quite  a  million  dollars. 

4.  The  new  house  would  be  a  perilous  undertaking. 
If  the  legal  obstacles  just  mentioned  could  be  overcome,  still 
the  financial  success  of  the  enterprise  is  problematical.  To  those 
who  know  the  history  of  similar  attempts,  it  seems  chimerical  to 
believe  that  the  present  debt  of  about  tiSo,ooo  can  be  lifted  off 
by  voluntary  contributions.  The  alternative  is  an  income  bond, 
or  second  mortgage,  which  would  simply  relieve  the  Association  of 
an  outlay  for  interest  while  the  income  from  rents  had  ceased. 
The  principal  would  have  to  be  paid  sometime,  and  would  draw 
interest  as  soon  as  the  building  earned  its  rentals.  Adding  this 
$180,000  to  the  cost  of  a  new  building,  the  Association  would  be 
saddled  with  a  debt  of  $600,000  or  more.  Some  calculations 
have  been  made  on  this  basis  which  figured  out  a  large  annual 
sinking  fund,  but  these  estimates  have  been  too  sanguine.  TTiey 
failed  to  take  into  account  the  large  provision  for  offices  in  tbe 
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other  new  buildings  now  going  up  in  this  city.  They  greatly  under- 
estimated the  increased  outlay  necessary  for  taxes  and  running 
expenses,  to  say  nothing  of  the  contingent  expenses  before  the 
house  could  be  fully  rented.  They  took  no  note  of  the  fact  that 
if  the  Association  should  encounter  such  a  wave  of  business 
depression  as  swept  over  the  land  just  after  the  present  house 
was  bought,  the  last  state  of  our  finances  would  be  worse  than  the 
first. 

So  much,  at  least,  can  be  said  against  the  plan  we  are  dis- 
cussing. What  can  be  said  on  the  other  side  ?  To  begin  where 
the  objectors  left  off,  it  may  be  replied  : 

/.     A  new  Congregational  House  is  not  a  perilous  undertaking. 

Facts  must  be  met  by  facts  and  figures  by  figures ;  and  in  this 
case,  the  more  definitely  we  figure  on  the  enterprise,  the  more  hope- 
ful it  appears.  Let  us  even  suppose  a  total  debt  of  $600,000,  rep- 
resenting a  cost  for  construction  nearer  $450,000  than  the  $350,000 
at  which  some  put  it.  The  first  cheering  fact  in  the  situation  is 
that  our  13,218  feet  of  land  are  worth,  at  $45  a  foot,  almost  exactly 
$600,000.  We  therefore  accept  at  once  the  estimate  that  the 
new  building,  with  the  land,  would  represent  an  actual  value  of 
$1,000,000.  At  present  a  large  part  of  our  most  valuable  land  is 
covered  to  the  extent  of  one  story  only ;  it  must  be  good  economy 
to  lay  hold  on  the  void  space  above  our  stores,  which  has  exten- 
sion but  no  dimensions,  and  give  it  the  length,  breadth,  and  thick- 
ness of  a  local  habitation.  This  being  incontestable,  we  could 
ask  investments  in  income  bonds  with  every  prospect  of  success. 
Congregationalists  are  just  in  the  mood  to  be  inspired  with  the 
picture  of  a  Congregational  House  that  they  can  be  proud  of. 
They  are  heartily  ashamed  of  the  present  affair,  and  to  any  one 
watching  the  current  of  feeling  it  is  unreasonable  to  doubt  that 
a  much  larger  sum  than  $180,000  would  be  subscribed  by  men  who 
would  be  willing  to  wait  two  or  three  years,  if  necessary,  for  their 
interest.  This  surplus  would  meet  the  expenses  accruing  before 
the  house  could  bring  in  its  full  rental.  There  is  small  danger 
that  new  rooms  in  this  location  would  not  be  in  constant  demand, 
when  we  remember  what  rookeries  many  of  our  professional  and 
business  men  have  now  for  offices,  not  to  speak  of  the  steady  drift 
of  business  in  this  direction. 


The  only  prnbable  interference  with  such  a  demand  might 
niise  from  a.  parsimonious  policy  in  the  management  of  the  build- 
ing, which  could  not  be  too  strongly  deprecated.  Let  everything 
be  provided  in  a  large  and  liberal  spirit,  and  we  shall  not  be  likely 
to  lack  for  tenants.  Hearing  this  in  mind,  the  objection  thai 
current  expenses  would  be  so  much  larger  than  at  present  loses 
its  force,  'I'hey  ought  to  be  much  larger  to  make  the  enterprise 
a  success. 

Supposing  the  house  rented,  what  would  be  a  prudent  esti- 
mate of  its  income?  The  plans  already  submitted  show  that 
after  providing  for  a  lati;e  hall,  and  for  the  space  now  occupied, 
there  would  be  at  least  a  hundred  offices  to  let,  and  that  f  400  a  year 
would  be  a  low  average  rental  for  these  offices.  As  the  present 
income  amoonis  to  $13,000,  we  could  count  on  $65,000  a  year  in 
good  times.  Taking  out  Jiz.ooo  (the  result  of  a  careful  estimate) 
for  taxes  and  running  expenses,  and  $23,000  for  interest  the  first 
year  after  ihe  building  was  fully  rented,  there  remains  a  sinking 
fund  of  $zo,ooo.  The  rapid  diminution  of  interest  through  this 
reduction  of  principal  would  counter-balance  an  occasional  pinch 
of  hard  times,  so  that  it  would  be  wise  10  assume  this  fjo.ooo 
as  an  annual  average  saving.  Thus  our  estimate  leaves  us  with 
a  magnificent  Congregational  House,  and  a  debt  to  the  savings 
banks  of  $400,000,  which  would  melt  away  in  twenty  years.  After 
this  the  income  bonds  would  be  disposed  of  still  more  rapidly, 
so  that  it  becomes  altogether  prudent  to  look  forward  a  single 
generation  and  find  this  society  with  an  unencumbered  property 
worth  $1,000,000. 

To  the  previous  objection  it  is  replied  : 

3.      The  new  house  is  a  highly  proper  undertaking. 

A  closer  study  of  our  charter  removes  the  legal  objections  to 
such  a  house.  At  first  the  property  limit  was  placed  at  $150,000; 
the  amount  was  increased  in  1856,  and  again  in  1S71  ;  it  can  be 
increased  again  as  easily.  The  claim  that  as  a  religious  society 
we  have  no  right  to  put  up  a  house  in  part  for  ofBce  purposes, 
applies  with  equal  or  greater  force  to  the  present  status.  The 
mechanical  joining  of  two  old  dwelling-houses  was  not  the  erection 
of  a  suitable  building  for  the  use  of  our  societies;  that  clause  of  the 
charter  is  still  unaccomplished.    A  part  of  the  income  of  this  Asso- 
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ciation  may  be  as  properly  drawn  from  the  Roxbury  Carpet  Com- 
pany, as  a  part  of  the  income  of  the  American  Board  from  the 
Boston  Chess  Club. 

There  is,  to  be  sure,  a  truth  involved  in  the  objection,  which 
is  too  often  lost  sight  of.  Our  society  does  exist  for  religious  and 
charitable  purposes.  It  can  never  become  a  mere  business  cor- 
poration to  distribute  dividends  among  its  stockholders.  It  may, 
however,  be  of  unbounded  service  to  the  cause  of  Christ  by  car- 
rying out  its  second  main  object  and  furnishing  a  free  home  for 
our  great  benevolent  enterprises;  and  it  is  no  idle  dream  to 
imagine  the  Association  carrying  out  its  first  object  (that  which 
gave  its  original  name,  the  Congregational  Library  Association) 
by  providing  and  maintaining  the  greatest  religious-historical 
library  in  America. 

We  meet  the  next  objection  also  by  a  flat  denial  when  we 
assert  ; 

J.     The  fuw  house  is  an  eminently  desirable  undertaking. 

It  is  not  to  be  contrasted  with  the  work  of  the  benevolent 
societies  by  calling  it  a  business  speculation.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  itself  a  great  benevolent  enterprise,  having  both  an  indirect  and 
a  direct  bearing  upon  the  prosperity  of  all  our  Congregational 
societies.  By  so  much  as  the  present  unsightly  building  provokes 
unfavorable  comparisons  and  belies  the  real  strength  of  Congre- 
gationalism in  our  midst,  by  so  much  would  a  worthy  building, 
suggesting  in  its  very  form  and  in  the  spirit  of  its  architecture 
something  higher  than  commercial  aims,  and  so  far  as  possible 
linking  the  present  with  the  past,  be  a  grand  object-lesson,  keep- 
ing constantly  in  mind  the  duty  and  privilege  of  every  Congrega- 
tionalist  to  diffuse  through  the  land  and  extend  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth  the  noble  heritage  of  our  faith  and  polity. 

The  direct  benefit  of  the  house  to  the  benevolent  societies 
is  even  more  obvious.  As  soon  as  the  debt  on  the  new  build- 
ing should  be  paid,  we  could  accomplish  what  we  have  hitherto 
attempted  in  vain.  To  remit,  for  instance,  the  annual  rent  of  the 
American  Board  would  be  equivalent  to  giving  that  society  a  fund 
of  more  than  $150,000.  The  same  is  true  proportionately  of  the 
other  Congregational  societies. 


In  answer  to  the  first  objeciion  it  may  be  replied  : 
4.     The  nciv  house  is  a  necessity. 

The  present  house  is  not  a  suitable  one.  It  is  neither  good 
enough,  what  there  is  of  it,  nor  is  there  enough  of  it  such  as  it  is. 
Several  of  the  tenants  are  already  crying,  "The  place  is  loo  strait 
for  us."  The  work  of  our  societies  is  an  ever  enlarging  work,  and 
we  ought  to  thank  God  that  it  is  so;  we  do  not  fulfill  the  end  of 
our  existence  unless  we  provide  for  their  accommodattoD.  At 
present  the  American  Congregational  Union,  whose  work  is  devel- 
oping so  fast,  has  nothing  but  a  desk  in  the  Library  for  its  New 
England  representative.  There  is  not  a  single  commitiee  room  in 
the  whole  building,  and  the  Librarian's  only  room  was  given  up 
long  ago.  The  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  our  accommoda- 
tions is  sometimes  criticised.  You  cannot  make  two  old  houses 
into  one  good  house.  The  hallways  are  dark  and  unventilated ; 
the  main  entrance  has  been  sacrificed  to  give  room  for  a  poor 
little  elevator  which  we  do  not  succeed  in  making  into  a  good 
one.  Year  after  year  we  endeavor  to  keep  the  house  in  good  con- 
dition ;  but  in  spite  of  all  our  carpentering,  painting,  and  pointing, 
the  result  is  unsatisfactory.  To  call  this  a  suitable  building 
for  the  accommodation  of  our  Congregational  societies  is  to  for- 
get the  honor  whicli  is  due  them. 

How  stands  the  case,  meanwhile,  with  the  finances?  For  the 
last  eight  years  we  have  been  able  to  save,  on  the  average,  only 
about  $3,000  a  year  for  the  sinking  fund.  As  this  reduces  the 
interest  charge  only  $120,  and  as  repairs  and  changes  bring 
increasing  outlays,  it  is  plain  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  pay 
off  our  debt  till  a  very  distant  day  if  we  keep  on  at  this  poor 
dying  rate.  If  there  is  any  obligation  laid  upon  us  by  our  con- 
stitution and  our  charter,  then  it  has  become  a  necessity  for  the 
property  of  this  Association  to  produce  a  larger  income,  and  this 
can  be  accomplished  only  through  a  new  Congregational  House. 

In  view  of  all  this,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
that  every  consideration  points  to  the  wisdom  of  erecting  on  this 
site  a  substantial,  fire-proof,  commodious,  and  appropriate  edifice, 
as  soon  as  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  present  tenants, 
and  the  necessary  funds  can  tie  secured. 
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^.  £.,  Boston  ...........  a                          10 

ga  College,  Talladega,  Ala. i 

Rev.  Jeremiah,  D.D.,  Boston i 

•ury,  Rev.  George  A.,  Seattle,  Wn. a 

,  Prof.  J.  H.,  Cambridge i 

son.  Rev.  A.  C,  D.D.,  Roxbury i             1 

m.  Rev.  J.  H.,  Whitinsville 1 

;,  Rev.  E.  P.,  Ph.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 6 

Thomas,  Concord 74 

,  Rev.  J.  T.,  D.D.,  Andover i 

,  Wm.  Howard,  Hartford,  Vt 1 

!ollege,  College  Hill 3 

States  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C.          ...  i            8 

States  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  Washington,  D.  C.         ...  a            5 
States  Cavalry  Association,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan.   ...                                         i 

States  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  Washington,  D.  C.    .  i 

States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.        .        .  1 

SUtes  Department  of  Sute,  Washington,  D.  C 16 

States  Fish  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C 11 

States,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C.    .        .  4 

States  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C         ...  a 

ity  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal 1 

aty  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. i 


Vtinaitr  of  Rocheito,  RodiotB,  H.V. 

Waldivn,  RcT.  D.  W.,  Bnian 

Walker,  Hod.  JoMpb  B..  CDacord,  N.  H. 

Wurd,  L.  S.,  Newion  Centre 

Wairen,  Ptei.  U.  IC,  Ndigh,  Neb. 

Wuien,  S.  D.,  BcFMon,  ettme  of       ...       . 

Wdlnao,  HeT.  J.  W.,  D.D.,  MiOdni  .       . 

WUh,  Rbv.  I.  C,  SanUsd       ... 

WUUuu.  J.  Ftctcber,  St.  Piul,  Mino.      . 

WiUkmt  C<>1Ue°.  WiUiamiiown        .        .        .       . 

Wluh^,  Rev.  A.  £.,  SDneMllc,  i  US.  . 

Winthiop,  Hon.  R.  C,  Boeloo 

WiHwiuiii  SlaU  HJjtoiica]  Society,  Uidiwa,  Wk.  . 

Womu'a  Board  of  MUrioni,  BiHIaii 

Woman's  Uotne  Mu^ooarr  Ajuouion,  BoMon 

Wood.  Rer.  WiU  C,  Rmra 

Wood,  WUIiun  B.,  NeiHon 

Wrighl,  CttdII  D.,  Wuhingloo,  D.  C.     . 

Wright,  Mm.  E.  S.,  Amhersl 

Vile  Univerdtf,  New  Haven,  Ct.     .        .        .       . 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


OF    THE 


^mttitJin  Honqvtquiioml  ^jSisodation. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

/m  tke  Year  On*  Thotuand  Eigki  Hundrtd  and  Fifty-four, 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston. 

B4  a  tnacUd  by  the  StnaU  and  House  of  RepreseniativeSt  in  GtnortU  Court  asumUedt  and  By 

the  auihoriiy  of  the  samoy  aa/oUews : 

Sbction  I.  Kufus  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Qark,  Julius  A.  Pabner,  their  associates  and  suc- 
cessors, are  hereby  made  a  corporadon  by  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Library  Association,  at 
Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and 
literature  of  New  England,  and  for  the  erection  oi  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  same,  and  for  the  use  of  charitable  societies,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to 
all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Sbc.  2.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  convenient  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
doUaurs,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  devoted  to  the  aforesaid  purposes.  [Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, April  12,  1854.] 


Be  it  enacted^  etc.,  as /allows : 

Sbctiok  I.  The  Congregational  Library  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  amd  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold ;  provided  that  no  part  of 
said  amount  shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site,  and  the 
erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitable  building,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  said  corporation,  as 
set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  passed  April  twelfth,  in  tne  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 

Sec  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  24,  1856.] 


Be  it  enacUdt  fic^  as /allows: 

Section  i.  The  Congrentional  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its 
name,  and  to  take  the  name  of  tne  American  Congregational  Association. 

Sec  2.  In  addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  is  hereby  authorized 
to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congregational  churches —  by  publishing  works ;  by 
furnishing  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parishes,  churches,  and  Sabbath-schools;  promoting 
friendly  intercourse  and  codperation  among  Congregational  ministers  and  churches,  and  ^th 
other  aenominations ;  and  by  collecting  and  disbursing  funds  for  the  above  object. 

Sec  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its  passage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10, 1864.] 


Be  it  enacted t  etc.^  as /allows: 

Section  i.  The  American  Congregational  Association,  at  Boston,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  amount  that  said  corporation  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  February 
ZA,  1871.] 


CONSTITUTION. 

Article  I.    The  name  of  this  body^  shall  be  the  American  Congregational  Association. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  secure  the  maintenance,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  of  a  Congregational  House,  for  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accommodation  of  its 
library,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  its  general  purposes ;  to  found  and  peipetuate  a  library  of  books, 
pampmets,  and  manuscripts,  and  a  collection  of  portraits  and  relics  of  the  past ;  and  to  do  what- 
ever else —  within  the  limits  of  its  charter — shall  serve  to  illustrate  Congregational  history,  and 
promote  the  general  interests  of  the  Congregational  churches. 

Art.  hi.  This  Association  shall  be  composed  of  Orthodox  Congregationalists,  who,  having 
been  nominated  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  shall  have  been  admitted  to  membership  by  ballot  at 


Coiuniliiddn  oi  oihenvot  uxiptlDg  menilwnliip  in  vriimg^    lacrv  khali  be  duelFnnn  mi 

ber  on  [he  day  al  every  jnnnil  mcctiaB  the  sun  of  ope  dollar ;  und  U  tuch  amq  batt  t<.. 


me.  ihill  be  treta  Imn  Ibts  asHKnenl.     All  nonin  » 

c  ihallbe  applied  cidiuivelr  lo  Lheincieaic  ollhe  libnij 

r.  IV,    TlwoScenot  tMt  Amocu^ion— who  slull  bechoKaby  hilluil 


of  this  Anide  ahallbe  applied  tjudiuivclr 

""     *'     oBixnot  tM*  AMooadoti— wh 
■e,  and  who  ihaU  serve  for  the 

i  tm  Vke-Piwid*ni»i  •  Cona^. „ _._„ 

IthTul  pcrloTinSiicc  ot  his  duliH,  and  also  act  as  Svcrelary  of 


■t  tbeannusl  meeting,  and  who  shall . ,  -—, .  --  -- 

Tj  Vke-l^mdeTiiij  ■  Correspoudiog  and  Recording  Secretary  —  ohoshafl 

Dijecton,  hii  bonk  oT  rccordt  bflinu  IcqM  in  Che  Ubrary ;  ■  Librafian ; 


.    jhall  pertoioi  the  t 

ity-4lght  ntben,  shall  be  a  Board  oi  Direclun.  cbarged  w 


in  Roslnn,  DD  Tuesday  inecHUiiK  the  last  WedDesdiy  in  May, 

ipccUl  meetini^  may   be  called  at  any  lime   by    the    &Dara 
meelinEa  roust  be  called  by  publiahed  nv 


BY-LAWS. 

L  AmniAi.  HnTiKO.  Theeierdsesshallbe;  (i) Prayer.  (*)  Hearit«n|) 
and  other  officen  having  roporte  to  make,  d)  Action  ujron  tnu  reports  nqiu 
Election  oE  officen,    (5>^uui  other  buHnesa  Hs  may  properly  be  done.  p 

|[.  UiHucTDn.  The  Dirtoon:  fi)  shall  fit  Iheirfiwntimcsol  meelirig  *Dd  the  metladrf 
calling  ifaoae  ueetbiEs:  (9)  may  appoml  and  regulate  a  public  meeting  ofthe  '  -  .  -  ' 
anoivemry  rnrposes  Whenever  deemed  eapedient ;  U)  at  ihen^  tiist  meeting  a1 
shall  by  tnSat  choose  a  Chairman  tor  the  year,  and  (on  nomlnatiaD  ol  a  CDtmninee  «(  thna 
wpofaited  by  the  CInii'}  a  Finance  CainnuItBe,  ■  Committee  in  ehuRa  of  tha  Coasrecaliaad;! 
Hniiae,  and  ■  libianr  Cnmmince — each  ol  then  momben — to  sem  bit  llw  jtai,  mad  mttf 
their  iiiccesscn  shall  be  appointed  ;  Ut  shall,  upon  advice  oF  the  Rnance  Committee,  oritz  tht 

of  llie  renting  and  c-ire  ol  ihat  buildiiig  ;  and  o]fon  advice  of  thd  Library  Cominittee,  fii  the  niaiy 

of  the  LlbiHisn,  appoint  and  fix  the*alaiy  of  one  or  moiu  aul^Eanls,  and  In  j^eneral  lake  order  for 

"triiy,  growth,  and  best  usefuhicxs  of  the  libniry :  (5)  shall  make  report  of  their  d«iift  al 

Llinual  mcelinB,  suggellidg  10  the  Ansodalion  such  action  as  m  their  judsment  iti  welfare 

lire.    (6)  At  the  npening  ol  rath  I>lrecton'  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  list  a 

ihallbe  read  and  approved,  and  a  docket^ of  bu^ess,  which  has  been  prepareJ  _, 

.  .  ve  charge  of  (he  libniy,  aod  be  re^oH 

rible  for  its  care,  condition,  order,  and  due  growth  -,  (3)  shall  cause  to  be  made  mad  kept  for  nae 
imlable  catalogues  of  Its  conlenLi ;  (O  shalTgiie  such  aid  ai  he  can  to  ail  itudeali  &iariB(  t> 

Smie  inveidigalions  therein  -,  (4)  shall  ackoowledt-e  all  donadcmi  by  note  addreued  to  the  dooic; 
shall  report  to  the  Directors,  whenever  requested,  or  he  may  deem  It  iroponant     "  ■---■ — 
__  J  _*,!.,.. .  _.j  ..  .1 .   * ..  _,_.. .         .,       .^^  prlridpal  acceado 

.„.  _.    __.__. J  wnfare  of  the  tibia. 

jbnry  Contndttee ;  (6|  shall  be  held  penonally  responsible  llial 


of  the  last  pEev^MS 
cen  prepareJ  by  the 
's,  shall  be  presedlcd 

>niy,  aod  bcre^oH 
de  and  knK  (gr  use 
■tudeota  deaariB(lD 

lieased  to  the  dmrc; 

,  _ .... il  mcedii,  the  principal  accesdoua  ol  the  jBt 

then  closing,  with  any  auegrstious  deemed  candlent  aa  to  the  wnfare  of  the  library — alt  tute 

IheiMrettinn  o£  the  Library  Conmd"---  "-t-n...  i._.j n .n.,_., ,. 

with  the  eitra  doon,  be  SbaX  and 

aLn  unde™a 'cil^^t^'a^X.^' 
shall  be  present  In  the  library  Idn 
during  (he  hours  prescrlhed  tor  il 
■uSer  from  uutruMworthy  persona 
naworthyi  (o)  sndshall  keep  all  at 
and  k'v,  and  allow  them  to  be  eons 
IV.    TriE  LinRAKV,    (i)  No 


ind  Hoirdy  faatened  witen  die  Umiy  is  doted, 

[sedl 

the  ^m 


om,  nor  allow  any  one  else  to  enter  it,  with  any  light  not  secured 

no  dmmistances  alluw  a  kerosene  or  spirit  lamp  to  be  taken  inl<.  .. 

ment  In  the  library  Idmselt,  or  by  an  assistant  approved  by  the  Ljbrajy 
hours  prescrlhed  tor  its  bdng  open,  and  eierdse  constant  vlgilajjce  lad 


annscrip»  as  Ihi 
rndays.    (1)  All  books. 


rsoual  responriUlity,  however,  the  Librarian  q^ay  alio* 

be  easily  dupUated,  10  be  so  loaned  for  a  period  net  H 

Hnas,  triers,  manuvcriins,  maps,  etc,  belon^g  tothe  AssoeiaEim  shal 

properly,    (j)  The  lilHvy  shall  be  open  on  all  tteek.4Uy*,  eucpt  (hcH 

"-  '"'^  hours  as  shalt  be  ordend  by  the  Dlredon  upon  advice  ol  Ibt 

lOus  Eiy-Lawa  are  hareby  repealed :  and  Iheae  may  be  amcadedA 
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The  American  Congregational  Association. 


BUSINESS   MEETING. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  published  notice,  the  thirty-eighth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  May  26,  189 1,  at 
noon,  in  Pilgrim  Hall.  Hon.  R.  S.  Frost,  the  President,  was  in 
the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  G.  M.  Boynton,  D.D.  As 
the  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting  had  been  printed  and  cir- 
culated, the  reading  of  them  was  omitted.  The  annual  report 
of  the  Directors  was  read  by  the  Librarian,  and  it  was  voted  to 
accept  it  and  refer  it  to  the  Directors,  with  authority  to  print 
so  much  of  it  as  they  think  fitting. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  also  was  presented  and 
similarly  disposed  of. 

The  list  of  new  members  recommended  by  the  Directors  then 
was  voted  upon  by  ballot,  and  all  those  whose  names  are  upon  it 


:tea.     it  is  as  loiiows  : 

Rev.  W.  H.  Allbright  .        .        .        . 

Dorchester. 

Rev.  a.  a.  Berle 

Brighton. 

Rev.  D.  p.  Birnie 

AUston. 

Rev.  H.  a.  Bridgman    .        .        .        . 

Boston. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Creegan       .        .        .        . 

Newton. 

Arthur  C.  Farley         .        .        .        . 

Allston. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Griffis,  D.D.     . 

Boston. 

HiR.\M  H.  Henry 

Chelsea. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Kellogg 

Dorchester. 

E.  D.  Leavitt         .... 

Cambridge. 

Rev.  Alex.  McKenzie,  D.D. 

Cambridge. 

Alpine  McLean 

Roxbury. 

Benjamin  Moody    .... 

Concord. 

Rev.  Lawrence  Phelps 

Chelsea. 

Rev.  E.  N.  Pomeroy 

Wellesley. 

B.  H.  Sanborn        .... 

Wellesley. 

C.  P.  Whitin 

Whitinsville. 

Edward  Whitin     .... 

Whitinsville. 

The   electbn   of  officers   being   next  in    order,  the    Chair 
appointed,  upon  motion,  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Todd,  and  Emerson, 
to  nominate   a  list.     They  offered  the   following  names,  which 
were  voted  upon  by  ballot,  all  being  chosen : 
Praident. 
Hon.  RUFUS  S.  FROST,  Chelsea. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Samuel  Johnson,  Boston. 
Rev.  William  M.  Tavlor,  D.D.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Directors. 
Rbv.  Alonzo  H,  QuI^^■,  D.D.,  AUston. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury. 
Marquis  F.  Dickinson,  Boston. 
Edward  A.  Stud  ley,  Boston. 
S.  Brainard  Pratt,  Boston. 
Rev,  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester. 
Rev.  B.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Ronbury. 
William  H.  Hodgicins,  Soraerville. 
Rev,  Elijah  Horr,  D.D.,  East  Boston.  '^^" 

Thomas  Todd,  Concord. 
Wh.  F.  RicHARt>S0N,  Boston. 
CORYDON  M.  Whittlesey,  West  Newton. 
William  0.  Blaney,  Roxbury. 
Samuel  B.  Capen,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Rev.  De  Witt  S.  Clark,  Salem. 
Henry  E.  Cobb,  Newton. 
William  H.  Emerson,  Cambridge. 
Hon.  James  M.  W.  Hall,  Cambridge, 
Mortimer  B.  Mason,  Boston. 
Rkv,  Charles  B.  Rice,  Danvers, 
G.  Henry  Whitcomb,  Worcester. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Hazen,  Aubumdale. 
Rev.  a.  K  Dunning,  D.D.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
George  P,  Smith,  Roxbury. 
Augustus  S.  Lovett,  Roxbury, 
Hon.  Jonathan  A.  I.ane,  Boston. 
Rev.  Nehemiah  Boynton,  Boston. 
William  A.  Paine,  Roxbury. 


5 

Librarian  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 
Rev.  WILLIAM  H.  COBB,  Newton  Centre. 

JVeasurer, 
CHARLES  C.  BURR,  Aubumdale. 

Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  MORTON  DEXTER,  Boston. 

Auditor, 
ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Chelsea. 

The  Secretary  then  was  duly  sworn,  which  is  certified  thus : 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  May  26,  1891. 

Then  personally  appeared  Morton  Dexter,  who  had  been  chosen  Secretary 
of  the  American  Congregational  Association,  and  made  oath  that  he  would 
faithfully  i>erform  the  duties  of  said  office. 

Before  me, 

Thomas  Todd,  Justice  oftJu  Peace, 

There   being   no   further  business,  the   meeting   adjourned 

sine  die, 

Morton  Dkxter,  Secretary, 


THIRTY -EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THK 


American  Congregational  Association. 


A  REVIEW  of  the  past  year  fixes  itself  at  once  upon  two  mem- 
orable events  which  have  followed  in  quick  succession,  and  by 
reason  of  which  our  Association  is  doubly  bereaved.  It  would 
have  been  too  much,  perhaps,  to  expect  a  continuance  of  the 
remarkable  record  of  the  two  previous  years,  when  our  ranks  were 
entirely  unbroken  ;  but  the  great  Archer  chose  a  shining  mark  in 
the  person  of  that  associate  whom  we  all  revered.  Dr.  Dexter,  and 
again  in  the  person  of  his  faithful  co-worker,  Mr.  Richardson.  The 
resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  each  of  these  beloved 
members  of  our  Board  are  presented  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

Besides  these  gaps  in  the  ranks  of  those  associated  with  us 
actively,  there  was  removed,  during  the  year,  one  to  whom  more 
perhaps  than  to  any  other  one  man  was  due  the  success  of  the 
movement  which  put  us  in  possession  of  the  present  Congrega- 
tional House,  Deacon  Ezra  Famsworth,  who  died  on  the  fourth 
day  of  last  July.  Mr.  Famsworth  became  a  Director  in  1867,  and 
entered  at  once,  with  characteristic  zeal  and  energy,  into  the  pro- 
ject alluded  to.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
and  not  only  contributed  his  constant  personal  oversight,  but  ten 
thousand  dollars  of  the  funds  required.  His  remarks  in  this 
hall,  at  the  dedication  of  the  building  in  1873,  are  preserved  in 
the  memorial  volume  which  our  Association  issued  at  the  time. 
After  the  library  building  was  completed,  in  the  following  year, 
Mr.  Famsworth  resigned  from  the  Board,  and  the  Association  at 
its  next  annual  meeting  voted :  *'  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this 
Association  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Ezra  Famsworth, 


Esq^  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  in  the  direction  of  irs  affairs, 
and  that  we  deeply  regret  the  fact  that  he  has  thought  it  needful 
to  decline  further  labor  in  its  behalf." 

Since  1882  he  has  been  each  year  reelected  a  Vice-President, 
the  Association  knowing  well  that  it  could  rely  on  Deacon  Fams- 
worth  for  any  service  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  render. 

The  year  has  been  a  fairly  prosperous  one.  The  two  main 
departments  of  the  Association,  namely,  the  Library  and  the 
Congregational  House,  merit  separate  and  careful  attention. 

I.      THK  LIBBARV. 

Through  the  wise  liberality  which  increased  the  original  apprtv 
priation  by  ^500,  a  greater  number  of  books  than  usual  have  been 
added ;  and  these  have  been,  in  good  pait.  of  exceptional  value. 
The  appropriations  are  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books'  that 
would  not  otherwise  be  obtained  ;  the  friends  of  the  Library  should 
bear  in  mind  that  we  still  look  to  them,  and  are  ever  grateful  to 
them,  for  the  gift  of  the  various  publications  of  living  Congrega- 
tional authors,  as  well  as  of  other  books  that  would  be  useful  here. 
Quite  likely  a  new  search  through  the  attic  by  some  of  these 
friends  who  have  favored  us  in  the  past  would  disclose  treasures 
not  yet  on  our  shelves.  We  do  not  desire,  however,  to  become  a 
repository  for  the  odds  and  ends  of  all  sorts  of  literature ;  for,  as 
in  every  form  of  business,  so  here,  specialization  is  the  key  to 
success.  In  future,  the  Congregational  Library  must  become  more 
and  more  a  special  library.  The  rapid  multiplication  of  general 
libraries,  often  richly  endowed,  in  almost  every  township,  leaves 
us  still  free  to  pursue,  with  a  single  eye,  the  distinct  and  definite 
object  which  is  contemplated  in  our  charter,  and  of  which  we  can- 
not too  often  remind  one  another  —  "  the  purpose  of  establishing 
and  perpetuating  a  library  of  the  religious  history  and  literature  of 
New  England."  It  is  possible,  indeed,  to  confine  the  interpreta- 
tion of  that  sentence  within  too  narrow  limits.  History  is  the 
record  of  living  forces,  and  it  would  be  altogether  arbitrary,  for 
instance,  to  attempt  to  draw  a  line  between  religious  and  secular 
history,  between  New  England  and  the  rest  of  America,  or  between 
New  England  and  Old  England.  But  still  the  main  direction  of 
our  natural   development  is  sufficiently  obvious.    The  object  in 


view  is  a  noble  one,  and  there  is  no  other  society  in  existence 
which  equals  our  own  in  its  opportunities  for  carrying  out  the  ideas 
of  the  founders. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  we  have  many  and  eager  competitors 
among  these  newer  libraries,  provision  for  whose  increase  in  num- 
ber and  in  resources  has  become  such  a  commendable  fashion 
with  wealthy  and  public-spirited  men  of  our  generation.  By  conse- 
quence, the  prices  of  the  books  we  need  have  been  wonderfully 
enhanced.  But,  after  all,  these  other  libraries  are  many-sided 
institutions,  and  our  desiderata  constitute  but  a  small  fraction  of 
the  books  which  they  must  search  after.  It  can  be  denied,  then, 
that  the  American  Congregational  Association  ought  to  let  itself 
be  distanced  in  this  line  of  competition.  To  this  end  we  were 
bom  as  a  society.  Noblesse  oblige;  we  have  already  a  collection 
which  is  invaluable  in  certain  departments,  and  which,  with  time 
and  liberal  support,  can  become  vastly  more  efficient 

Modern  methods  of  studying  history  bring  into  increasing 
prominence  the  use  of  original  authorities.  Even  now  the  special 
students  of  the  life  and  ways  of  our  fathers  are  glad  to  pore  over 
the  literary  relics  which  we  have  brought  together ;  and  this  privi- 
lege will  be  more  extensively  employed  and  more  highly  prized  in 
proportion  as  we  make  it  more  valuable.  It  was  the  constant  hope 
of  the  founders  of  our  Library  that  it  might  secure,  on  deposit,  the 
Prince  collection,  the  property  of  the  Old  South  Church.  The 
failure  of  this  effort  was  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  them,  but  need 
not  be  to  us ;  for  it  is  no  disparagement  to  that  superb  collection 
to  say  that,  when  present  conditions  have  continued  a  few  years 
longer,  the  title  which  Thomas  Prince  bestowed  upon  his  books, 
"  The  New  England  Library,"  will  be  even  more  appropriate  to 
certain  departments  of  our  own  Library.  No  closed  collection 
can  hold  its  own  beside  a  growing  collection. 

We  are  not  so  ambitious,  however,  as  to  assume,  or  even  to 
seek,  the  monopoly  indicated  by  the  definite  article  aforesaid — the 
New  England  Library.  We  should  not  grieve,  for  instance,  if  the 
Newberry  Library  at  Chicago,  or  the  Yale  University  Library,  or 
other  great  libraries  which  might  be  named,  should  prevent  us  from 
becoming  the  chief  depository  of  the  religious  history  and  literature 
of  New  England ;  that  would  simply  mean  three  or  more  centers  of 
such  literature  instead  of  one ;  it  would  be  a  gain,  rather  than  a 


loss,  to  have  these  precious  volumes  accessible  to  a  greater  namber 
of  scholars  than  hitherto.  At  all  events,  Boston  must  be  one 
such  cenler;  and  therefore  the  present  interest  in  a  new  Congrega- 
tional House  ought  not  to  overshadow  our  perennial  interest  in  the 
Congregational  Library,  or  set  us  back  from  Ihe  rate  of  progress 
already  attained.  To  lose  a  year  in  this  enterprise  is  to  lose  our 
bold. 

The  following  will  indicate  a  few  of  the  most  noteworthy 
accessions,  during  the  past  year,  in  some  of  our  classes. 

In  the  department  of  Books  of  Reference,  besides  current 
works  like  the  Century  Dictionary  and  the  Dictionary  of  National 
Biography,  we  have  added  the  Biographia  Britannica,  7  vols,,  Lon- 
don, 1749-66  ;  Alumni  Oxonienses,  by  Jos,  Foster,  Vol,  I,  London, 
1890,  which  gives  statistics  of  all  Oxford  graduates  from  ijoo  to 
1714;  The  Bibliographer,  and  Book  Lore,  12  vols,,  London,  1881- 
87 ;  and  others. 

In  Archeology:  a  full  set  of  the  volumes  published  by  the 
Egypt  Exploration  Society  has  been  added,  and  the  Reports  of 
the  Palestine  Exploration  Fund  have  been  completed. 

In  Theology;  the  complete  works  of  Calvin,  52  vols.;  and 
Hodge's  Systematic  Theology,  3  vols. 

In  Genealogy:  the  Dowse  Family  History,  the  Ancestry  of 
Thirty-Three  Rhode  Islanders,  the  Bradbury  Memorial,  and  the 
Mather  Genealogy. 

In  Americana:  Increase  Mather,  The  Mystery  of  Christ 
Opened  and  Applyed,  Boston,  1686;  Cotton  Mather,  Wonders  <rf 
the  Invisible  World,  London,  1693 ;  John  Cotton,  God's  Promise 
to  his  Plantations,  London,  1634;  Thomas  Shepard,  Eye  Salve, 
Cambridge,  1673  ;  Thomas  Hooker,  The  Saints'  Dignitle,  London, 
1651. 

In  early  Separatist  and  related  literature :  Martyrs  and 
Reformers,  by  Myles  Coverdale  and  Others,  London,  1564;  Ex- 
amination of  the  Masse,  by  W.  Turner,  London,  1560;  Apology 
against  a  Rank  Papist,  by  Bp.  Bale,  London,  1550;  A  Brief  Dis- 
covery of  the  False  Church,  by  Henry  fiarrowe,  London,  1590. 
This  last  book  is  the  result  of  a  diligent  search.  Ten  years  ago, 
when  Dr.  Dexter  published  his  great  bibliography,  there  were  bat 
two  copies  known  ;  one  in  the  Lambeth,  the  other  in  the  Williams 
Library,  both  in  London,     Dr.  Dexter  afterwards  secared  a  copj 
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for  his  own  collection ;  but  that  is  perhaps  the  only  copy  in 
America  besides  our  own. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  added  the  past  year  is  1,241 ; 
of  pamphlets,  1,738 ;  of  unbound  numbers  of  periodicals,  1,792  ;  of 
manuscripts,  114;  total  additions,  4,885.  Total  in  the  Library: 
books,  29,493;  pamphlets,  55,960;  unbound  numbers  of  periodi- 
cals, 34,086. 

An  original  painting  of  Whitefield,  which  was  taken  when 
he  visited  this  country,  and  which  has  hung  ever  since  on  the  walls 
of  the  Chipman  family  mansion  in  Beverly,  has  been  bequeathed 
to  the  Congregational  Library  by  Miss  Eliza  M.  Chipman.  It  is 
apparently  the  original  of  the  engraving  which  we  already  possessed. 

2.      THE  CONGREGATIONAL  HOUSE. 

The  story  of  the  year's  work  may  be  briefly  told.  The  rents 
have  been  promptly  paid,  and  more  rooms  could  have  been  rented 
had  they  been  at  our  disposal,  fiy  careful  management,  expenses 
have  been  kept  at  a  low  point,  and  thus  the  debt  has  been  reduced 
a  little  more  than  was  anticipated,  namely,  by  ^4,500;  bringing  it 
down  from  ^177,000  to  ^172,500. 

But  this  is  by  no  means  the  only,  or  the  most  important  thing 
to  report  concerning  the  Congregational  House.  That  very  phrase 
is  coming  to  have  an  added  significance  as  the  question  is  more 
and  more  persistently  pressed,  "  When  shall  we  have  a  new  Con- 
gregational House?"  It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  the  following  vote  was  passed: 

*'  Whereas^  we  have  heard  with  satisfaction  the  allasions  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Association  to  the  plan  for  a  more  adequate 
and  convenient  Congregational  House,  we  hereby  express  our  hearty  approval 
of  the  project,  and  we  further  authorize  and  instruct  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  the  coming  year  to  go  forward  with  these  investigations,  with  a  view  to  the 
adoption  of  some  specific  and  feasible  scheme  for  rebuilding,  and  to  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  whenever  they  shall  be  prepared  to  lay  before  it,  and 
recommend  the  prosecution  of,  any  definite  plan  for  a  new  house. " 

Accordingly,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, June  3,  a  special  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate a  committee  of  seven  (subsequently  increased  to  nine)  to 
carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Association.  At  the  quarterly 
meeting  in  September  this  committee  of  nine  brought  in  a  proposi- 


tion,  whic!)  was  adopted  after  full  and  careful  discussion,  recom* 
mending  the  issuance  of  second  mortgage  bonds,  in  denominations 
of  $100,  $500,  and  $1,000,  the  mortgage  running  twenty  years 
unless  previously  called  in,  the  bonds  to  bear  interest  aFter  the 
completion  of  the  new  building. 

A  committee  of  five  was  appoinied,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wm. 
H.  Emerson,  E.  A.  Studley,  Henry  E.  Cobb,  Wm.  O.  Blaney,  and 
Mortimer  Mason,  to  obtain  subscriptions  to  such  bonds ;  but  soon 
after  their  appointment  came  tbe  financial  disturbance  occasioned 
bythe  failure  of  the  house  of  Baring  Brothers,  and  the  attempt  was 
temporarily  suspended.  During  the  present  season  it  has  been 
revived  ;  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Boston  Congregational  Club, 
subscriptions  were  announced  amounting  to  $50,000.  Since  that 
meeting  several  more  subscriptions  have  been  taken  ;  so  that  of 
the  $170,000  nominated  in  the  bond,  about  $60,000  are  already 
secured.  The  great  privilege  and  duty  resting  just  at  present 
upon  the  members  of  this  Association,  and  our  other  friends  who 
have  the  welfare  of  Congregationalism  at  heart,  is  to  push  forward 
this  subscription  with  energy,  One  can  readily  form  in  his  mind's 
eye  a  picture  of  the  noble  building  that  is  to  be  ;  and  one  need 
only  look  upon  this  picture  and  on  that,  to  be  inspired  with  a 
determination  to  transform  the  ideal  into  a  reality. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  arguments  presented  a  year 
ago,  which  have  lost  none  of  their  force  in  the  interval.  In  fact,  it 
may  be  fairly  claimed  that  no  material  objection  to  the  scheme  has 
been  presented  which  had  not  been  carefully  considered  by  its  pro- 
moters ;  and  that  the  names  of  the  men  who  have  already  embarked 
in  this  enterprise  are  a  sufficient  guaranty  of  its  financial  soundness. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a  larger  sum  than  the  bare 
amount  of  the  mortgage  is  needful ;  for  although  the  substitution 
of  second  mortgage  bonds  for  the  present  debt  would  stop  the 
interest  for  the  time  being,  there  are  other  necessary  expenses, 
such  as  taxes,  which  must  be  met ;  and,  besides,  a  considerable 
period  may  elapse  before  the  new  building  is  so  well  occupied 
with  tenants  as  to  yield  its  full  rental.  There  is  no  danger,  there- 
fore, that  our  friends  will  be  too  persistent  or  enthusiastic  in  the 
endeavor  to  obtain  subscriptions ;  for  whatever  may  be  secured  in 
addition  to  the  amount  named  will  be  both  a  direct  and  an  indirect 
relief  to  the  Association. 
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Allusion  was  made  in  the  report  last  year  to  the  proposed 
Congregational  Conference  in  London ;  and  now  that  we  stand  on 
the  threshold  of  that  great  gathering,  we  realize  as  never  before 
how  propitious  is  the  time  for  erecting,  at  this  focus  of  American 
Congregationalism,  a  worthy  temple  to  the  memory  of  the  founders, 
which  shall  be,  at  the  same  time,  a  grand  base  of  operations  for  the 
work  of  the  denomination.  The  stars  in  their  courses  fight  for  us ; 
the  enterprise  must  know  no  such  word  as  failure.  Let  our  watch- 
word be  rather  the  call  of  Nehemiah :  "  Come,  and  let  us  build  up 
the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  that  we  be  no  more  a  reproach." 


The  report  of  the  Library  Committee,  which,  as  chosen 
last  year,  consisted  of  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  Rev.  A.  H.  Quint,  and 
William  H.  Hodgkins,  reminds  the  Directors  of  the  decease  of 
their  then  chairman.  Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  and  of  his 
invaluable  services  to  the  Library  during  many  years,  as  well 
as  of  the  addition  of  Rev.  Morton  Dexter  to  the  two  remaining 
members.  The  Committee  expresses  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
work  done  by  the  force  employed  in  the  Library,  namely.  Rev. 
William  H.  Cobb,  Librarian,  and  Miss  Mary  £.  Stone  and  Miss 
Emma  £.  White,  Assistant  Librarians.  A  larger  number  could  be 
profitably  employed,  especially  in  the  work  of  card  cataloguing, 
which  is  steadily  progressing,  but  the  Committee  does  not  ask 
for  it,  or  advise  it,  under  present  circumstances. 

The  general  administration  of  the  Library  has  been  under 
careful  observation.  The  purchase  of  books  or  current  periodicals 
is  invariably  made  upon  direct  authorization  of  the  Committee  as 
to  kinds  or  specific  titles,  to  a  large  extent  upon  the  careful  sug- 
gestions resulting  from  the  watchfulness  of  the  vigilant  Librarian, 
whose  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  Library  is  well  blended  with 
his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  literature ;  and  all  bills  are 
examined  and  approved  by  the  Committee.  Commendable  in- 
crease has  been  made  in  the  addition  of  ancient  Congregational 
literature,  but  much  more  remains  to  be  done  ;  and  it  is  indispen- 
sable that  additions  of  current  works  be  placed  upon  our  consulting 
tables.  The  Committee  earnestly  hopes  that  no  diminution  of 
appropriations  for  the  Library  will  occur  during  the  ensuing  year. 


inasmuch  as  the  opportunity  for  securing  a  class  of  books  indis- 
pensable to  the  objects  of  this  Library  is  rapidly  passing  away. 

The  Committee  coogralulates  the  Association  upon  the 
of  this  department,  its  constantly  increasing  appreciation  by  our 
ministers  and  laymen,  and  the  high  reputation  which  makes  it  a 
credit  to  our  denomination. 


Hc^EfoIutiotiitf. 


INASXDCH  as  He  who  docth  all  things  well  has  lemoved,  from  the  Jud 
of  the  dying  to  the  land  of  the  living,  our  beloved  associate,  tttorj  Mulyn 
Dcxicr,  we  who  survive  him  in  [he  diiectioii  of  the  Amencan  Congiegaliunal 
Assodation  desire  to  give  expresalon  to  our  keen  sense  af  peraonal  and  officiil 

We  find  the  name  o£  Dr.  Dexiec  in  the  earliesi  list  of  members  of  tbis 
Association,  published  in  its  first  annual  report  in  [R54.  From  its  vety  orpan- 
ization  to  the  close  of  his  earthly  life,  he  gave  to  this  enterprise  the  fail  strength 
of  his  heartiest  cooperation.  At  the  second  annual  meeting,  in  1S55,  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  six  Directors,  and  was  reelected  every  subsequent  year, 
except  in  1S6S  and  1S69,  when  he  declined  to  receive  the  honor,  since  absence 
from  the  country  prevented  him  from  rendering  the  accustomed  service.  He 
was  Recording  Secretary  from  1862  to  1S6S.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Library  Committee  nearly  every  year  since  1859,  and  liis  election  upon  various 
special  committees  from  1856  to  the  present  year  attests  our  constant  reliance 
upon  his  sagacious  direction. 

Resolved,  that  we  cherish  in  grateful  remembrance  the  sound  judgment, 
unflagging  energy,  and  abounding  faithfulness  of  Dr.  Dexter,  in  all  these  varied 
departments  of  the  work  of  our  Association. 

Risolvfd,  that  by  reason  of  this  sudden  stroke  of  Providence,  the  Congre- 
gational Library  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest  and  warmest  friends,  who  bestowed 
upon  it  some  of  its  rarest  treasures,  and  the  yet  more  precious  gift  of  his  long- 

Rnolvid,  that  we  shall  sorely  miss  his  cooperation  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  Congregational  House,  whose  existence  is  largely  due  to  his  earnest  efforts. 
In  person  and  in  the  columns  of  the  Congregalienalisi,  and  whose  future  was  (o 
have  depended,  in  good  measure,  upon  his  tboughtful  wisdom. 
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Resolved^  that  over  and  above  the  loss  of  these  public  services,  we  mourn 

the  absence  from  our  number  of  a  man  and  a  brother,  whose  pure  and  lofty 

character  we  shall  ever  revere ;  and  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  those 

most  nearly  bereaved  in  this  affliction. 

Adopted  December  /,  i8go. 


The  Directors  are  again  called  upon  to  record  the  decease  of  one  of  the 
members  of  this  Board,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Richardson,  an  event  of  heightened  sad- 
ness from  its  following  so  soon  the  loss  of  his  and  our  associate.  Rev.  Dr. 
Dexter.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  two  of  the  Board  should  die  while  in  the 
same  year  of  ofHce.  It  is  still  more  remarkable  that  Mr.  Richardson  should 
have  followed  into  the  heavenly  life,  but  two  months  later,  his  associate  of 
many  years*  standing  in  their  own  great  life-work  here.  The  Directors,  while 
called  again  to  mourning,  are  again  able  to  bear  unfeigned  testimony  to  the 
ability  and  worth  of  a  departed  associate. 

Mr.  Richardson  had  been  for  the  past  twenty  years  a  member  of  the 
Association,  and  for  the  past  five  years  one  of  the  Directors.  In  this  office  he 
had  exhibited  his  characteristics  of  conscientious  faithfulness  to  his  trust,  sin- 
gularly patient  consideration,  far-sighted  business  knowledge,  and  steady  calm- 
ness in  decision.  He  was  thus  a  most  valuable  member  of  the  Board,  and  his 
loss  will  be  deeply  felt.  There  will  remain  also  the  memory  of  his  Christian 
uprightness  and  the  generous  qualities  of  his  heart. 

Adopted  May  j8,  iSgi, 
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DONATIONS   OF   BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


Vols.      Pphs.    Mags. 

Adams,  Rev.  William  W.,  D.D.,  Fall  River i 

Alexander,  Rev.  Walter  S.,  D.D.,  Cambridge 56         145           30 

Amaron,  Rev.  C.  E.,  Springfield i 

American  Bible  Society,  New  York 13 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Boston,  newv 

iap«n 14         503         444 

American  Colonization  Society,  Washington,  D.  C a            4 

American  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York i 

American  Missionary  Association,  New  York i             i            13 

American  Peace  Society,  Boston i                          is 

American  Tract  Society,  Boston a 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston a 

Amherst  College,  Amherst 3 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover 3 

Arber,  Edward,  Birmingham,  Eng i 

Astor  Library,  New  Y«rk i 

Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  Auburn,  N.  Y 3 

Bacon,  Rev.  William  F.,  Medford i 

Baker,  Walter,  &  Co.,  Dorchester i 

Batchelder,  John  M.,  Holliston a 

Beloit  College,  Beloit,  Wis.        . , i 

Benedict,  Rev.  George,  Quincy  Point a 

Billings,  Hon.  Frederick,  Woodstock,  Vt. i 

Blatchford,  E.  W.,  Chicago,  111 a 

Bliss,  Rev.  W.  D.  P.,  Boston 4 

Boston  Associated  Charities i 
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Boston  Public  Library 4 
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Boynton,  Rev.  George  M.,  D.D.,  Newton  Centre i 

Brand,  Rev.  James,  D.D.,  Oberlin,  O i 

Bridgman,  Rev.  H.  A.,  Boston i 
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Brown,  Joseph  N.,  Atlanta,  Ga i 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y i 

Burr,  C.  C,  Aubumdale i 

Burr,  Rev.  H.  M.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  i  MS 

Butler,  Rev.  Daniel,  Waveriy 4           $4 

Butler,  Rev.  E.  P.,  Sunderland,  i  MS 
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Cheever,  Rev.  Henry  T.,  Worcester i 
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Hood,  Rer.  Geoige  A.,  Newton        ........  5 

Homer,  Charles  S.,  New  Yoric,  N.  Y i 

Hoemer,  Rev.  S.  D.,  Worcester 3 

Howard,  George  £.,  Lincoln,  Neb a 

Howard,  Rev.  R.  B.,  Arlington i 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  New  York,  N.  Y x 

Hubbard,  Rev.  William  B.,  Chamberbdn,  S.  D i 

Hunnewell,  J.  F.,  Charleatown i 

James,  Rev.  H.  P.,  Colfax,  Wn. a 

Jameson,  Rev.  £.  O.,  Millis,  Mass. x 

Jewett,  Rev.  H.  £.,  Vacaville,  CaL x 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kan x 

Kelsey,  Rev.  F.  D.,  Helena,  Mont 3 

Kerr,  R.  H.,  Boston 8 

Knapp,  A.  M.,  Boston x 

Knight,  Jos.  King,  Hyde  Park x 

Lane,  Mrs.  Jonatham  A.,  Boston xs           2q           xa 

Laurie,  Rev.  Thomas,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I a 

Littlefield,  Parker  R.,  Medford x 

Made,  Rev.  Charles  A.,  Sanborn,  N.  D x 

Mackennal,  Rev.  Alexander,  Bowdon,  Eng x 

Marden,  Prof.  George  N.,  Colorado  Springs,  CoL 7 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston a             x 

Massachusetts  Home  Missionary  Society,  Boston 4 

Manachusetu  Horticultural  Society,  Boston a 

Massachusetts  Humane  Society,  Boston x 

Massadiusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston 3 

Massachusetts,  State  of 5 

Manachusetts  State  Library 18            3 

McFarland,  Miss  Anna  A.,  Concord,  N.  H x 

McKinstry,  Miss  Harriett  E.,  Painesville,  O x 

Mercantile  Library  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. x 

Merriman,  Rev.  W.  E.,  D.D.,  Boston 6            6 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. a 

Miner,  Rev.  H.  A.,  Madison,  Wis. x 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn x 

Moore,  Rev.  W.  H.,  Hartford,  Ct a 

Mnnger,  Rev.  T.  T.,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct ax 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J a 

Noble,  Mrs.  E.  W.,  No.  Cambridge la 

Norton,  Mrs.  L.  H.,  Bridgeport,  Ct x 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  O x 

Old  Residents'  Historical  Association,  Lowell x 

Palmer,  Rev.  E.  B.,  Winchester x 

Park,  Rev.  E.  A.,  D.D.,  Andover x 

Parker,  Henry  A.,  Dorchester la           66 

Patton,  Rev.  C.  H.,  WestfieM,  N.  J s 

Panon,  Rev.  Wro.  W.,  D.D.,  Children  of i 

Peet,  Rev.  S.  D.,  Mendon,  IlL 6 

Peloubet,  Rev.  F.  N.,  D.D.,  Aubumdale 4 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Boston x 

Poole,  W.  F.,  Chicago,  lU i 

Portland  Public  Library,  Portland,  Me a 

Pratt,  S.  Brainard,  Boston          .  ' 70 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  Princeton,  N.  J i 

Quint,  Rev.  A.  H.,  D.D.,  Boston ax       x,a49          34 
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Univeruty  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal 
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Wellman,  Rev.  J.  W„  D.D.,  Maiden 
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WhitUtsey,  Rev.  N.  H.,  D.D.,  Evaiuton, 
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WQley,  R«T.  S.  H.,  San  Frandaoo,  CaL 
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Williams,  Rev.  John  M.,  Chicago,  IlL 
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ACT   OF   INCORPORATION 

^mnrirjiD  0ang»pttoital  ^{liSorUrtioii. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

/n  lit   Vtar  0-u  TkoHiaKd  EiglU  Hiatdnd  ami  Fiftih/aar. 

H  Act  to  IncDrponle  the  CDDgngatiooi]  U&jtaxy  A»odalioni  at  fioeEoiL 

J  iyliu  SriiaU  amd  Hmai  tf  RttrtttrOalatl,  VI  Gnrrat  Caxrt  •sttitaM.aU  if 

imoH  1.    Ruhu  ADduHio.  Joseph  S.  Oai..  Juliui  A.  Palmct,  their  aBodils  ind  hc 

I,  are  hereby  nude  a  aupnnuob  ht  the  name  of  [be  CbQEregaiiciaal  Ubnry  AjKcialian, «( 

f«  the  purpoK  pf  utablutdiw  uid  perwtuatiiiK  a  llHarr  tA  the  rcbftimu  hinoir  aii4 

.  ,.  ^.rSrrr.,.  _j  ...  .,. -.rr^  .  ...,^i„  ^dldlnE  lorthc  ao»m>a«l>tf«<  oC 


England,  md  la 

■Duiur  tb«  UABof  cbaril--  .    ^    ...     _  .._ , ._ ,.., ^ .. 

Ida,  rcnriclioni,  and  Uabililiea  let  (orTh  ia  the  lorty-fourili  chapter  of  iIk  Keviiad 

1,    Sidd  BDrporatlan 


ae<u  charitable  kodetien.  wiihaU  th«  powcn  jted  piivUe^n,  and  Mjb^u 


en»r. 'April  11,  iSm-1 

A  itnacUd.Hc.,a.fi,UMa: 


i 


Libiary  Awodattf 


amhodicd  by  la*  to  hold ;  nrovidi-^ 


SKtioB  m  prepaiatiim  of  a  miltable  biiildtDg,  to  1m  lued  lor  the  purpoiej  n(  aid  coiiiDrailoB.  in 
M(  fnnh  in  the  An  of  Ii>«irporatiaq  puted  April  twetCtb,  in  ttie  year  dglilein  hundted  aA 

Sac  1.    Thii  ul  ahall  take  efiect  trota  ud  after  ili  pauage.    [ApproirB]  by  the  CaTenv, 

*;«(.,«/«)■««.■ 

SacTioH  r-  The  Cangrej^tional  Library  Auodatian  Ij  hereby  authorized  to  change  iti 
name»  aod  lo  lake  thv  name  of  The  American  Congregational  AKBCKiation. 

Sec,  a.  In  addition  to  the  powers  herelofore  granted  said  corporation,  it  ii  hereby  authotind 
to  do  i>uch  acU  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congieptiona]  churrzhes  —  by  publishing  worka ;  by 
fumiahii^  libraiies  and  pecnniary  aid  to  parishes,  churches,  and  Sabbath-achools ;  (ironKKinc 
friendly  interrourse  and  cooperation  among  ConEreEatioual  minlslera  and  churcbea,  and  with 
other  denominaiioitB;  and  by  coUectiug  and  disbursing  funds  for  the  above  object. 


to  ihe  amouni  that  said  corporation  is  now  aulhoiized  by  law  to  hold. 

Sac,  1.    Tbia  act  ahall  take  effect  upon  its  panage.    [Approved  by  the  Govtmor,  Ftlntry 


CONSTITUTION. 

Akttcu  I.    The  name  of  this  l)ody  shall  be  the  AHERrc*N  Cost  

Ait.  II.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  lo  secure  the  mainlenance.  in  the  dtr  >* 
Ro«tou,  of  a  CoHi^au^ATioNAL  HousB,  lor  the  meetings  of  the  body,  the  accommodatioa  of  its 
library,  and  for  Ihe  furtherance  of  its  seneral  purposes;  to  found  and  perpetuate  a  Kbrary  of  hooka, 
paniphleti,  and  maniucripti,  and  a  collection  of  portraits  sikI  relics  of  the  pail;  andio  do  irbN- 
ever  else — within  the  limits  of  in  charter  —  shall  aerve  to  illuitrale  Congregatloiial  history,  and 
promote  the  Eenet^  interests  of  the  Congregational  churches. 

Art,  fit.    This  Associaiion  shall  be  composed  of  Orthodox 
been  notdoated  t^  the  Boaid  of  Directon,  shall  have  been  adtoi 


may  annual  meeting,  bv  a  ▼ote'bf  two  tMfdi  of  the  membertmctent  and  Todng.  on  dgning  the 
Constitution  or  otherwise  accepting  membership  in  writing;.  Toere  shall  be  due  nom  each  memr 
ber  on  the  day  of  every  annual  meeting  the  sum  of  one  dollar;  and  If  such  sum  have  not  been 
paid  bv  the  close  of  the  next  following  annual  meeting,  the  person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall 
M  notified  if  possible,  and  unless  the  amount  be  paid  within  three  months  ther^ter,  his  member- 
ship shall  cease.  But  any  member  who  has  heretofore  paid,  or  may  hereafter  pay,  not  less  than 
ten  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  be  freed  from  this  assessment.  Ail  monevs  received  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  increase  of  the  library. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Association — who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  from  its  members 
at  the  annual  meeting,  and  who  shall  serve  for  the  year,  and  until  their  successors  be  chosen — 
shall  be  a  President  \  two  Vice-Presidents ;  a  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary  —  who  shall 
be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  also  act  as  Semtary  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  his  book  of  records  being  kept  In  the  library ;  a  Librarian ;  a  Treasurer ;  an  Assistant 
Tkeasurer;  and  an  Auditmr — all  ot  whom  shall  perform  the  duties  usual  to  their  offices.  This 
Secretarv  and  Treasurer,  with  twenty-eight  others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with  the 
general  interests  of  the  Association,  Um  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transacdon  of 
business. 

Art.  V .  The  annual  meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business  appropriate 
to  such  meetings,  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  Tuesday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  in 
each  year,  at  is  o'clock  M.  Spedal  meetings  may  be  cadled  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.  The  annual  and  all  spedal  meetings  must  be  called  by  published  notices  in  the 
Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  newspapers  uf  Boston,  at  least  one  week  previous.  Twenty 
members  shall  be  necessary  to  a  quorum  at  any  meeting. 

Art.  VI.  This  Constitution  nuy  be  altered  at  any  annual  meeting  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  alteration 
in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 


BY  -  LAWS. 

L  Annual  Msbtino.  The  exercises  shall  be :  (i )  Prayer,  (s )  Hearing  reports  of  Directors 
and  other  officers  having  reports  to  make.  (3)  Action  upon  sudi  reports  requiring  action.  (4) 
Election  of  officers.    (5)  Such  other  business  as  may  properly  be  done. 

II.  DiRBCTORs.  The  Directors:  (i)  shall  fix  their  own  times  of  meeting  and  the  method  of 
calling  those  meetings;  (2)  may  appomt  and  regulate  a  public  meeting  of  the  Association  for 
anniversary  purposes  whenever  deemed  expedient ;  (x)  at  their  first  meeting  after  appointment 
shall  by  baOot  choose  a  Chairman  for  the  year,  and  (on  nomination  of  a  committee  of  three 
aopointed  by  the  Chair)  a  Finance  Committee,  a  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Congregational 
House,  and  a  library  Committee  —  each  of  three  members — to  serve  for  the  vear,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  be  appointed ;  (4)  shsdl,  upon  advice  of  the  Finance  Committee,  order  the 
disposal  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer ;  upon  advice  of 
the  C(»nmittee  in  charge  of  tneConf^regational  House,  establish  the  rent*'roll,  and  general  disposal 
of  the  renting  and  care  of  that  building ;  and  upoQ  advice  of  the  Library  Committee,  fix  the  salary 
of  the  Librarian,  appoint  and  fix  the  salary  of  one  or  more  assistants,  and  in  general  take  order  for 
the  security,  growth,  and  best  usefulness  of  the  library :  (s)  shall  make  report  of  their  doings  at 
each  annual  meeting,  suggesting;  to  the  Association  such  action  as  in  theur  judgment  its  welfare 
may  require.  (6)  At  the  opening  of  each  Directors'  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  last  previous 
meeting  shall  be  read  and  approved,  and  a  docket  of  business,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  in  conference  with  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  (u  the  Directors,  shall  be  presented 
and  pmoeeded  upon. 

ill.  Tub  Librarian.  The  Librarian :  (i)  shall  have  charge  of  the  library,  and  be  respon- 
lible  for  its  care,  condition,  order,  and  due  growth ;  (2)  shall  cause  to  be  made  and  kept  for  use 
suitable  catalogues  of  its  contents ;  (O  shall  give  such  aid  as  he  can  to  all  students  desiring  to 
pursue  investigations  therein ;  (4)  shall  acknowledge  all  donations  by  note  addressed  to  the  donor ; 
(5)  shall  report  to  the  Directors,  whenever  requested,  or  he  may  deem  it  important,  all  donations 
and  additions,  and  to  the  Association  at  its  annual  meeting,  the  principal  accessions  of  the  year 
then  closing,  with  any  suggestions  deemed  expedient  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  library  —  all  under 
the  direction  of  the  Obrary  Committee ;  (6)  shall  be  held  personally  responsible  that  every  shutter, 
with  the  extra  doors,  be  shut  and  securely  fastened  when  the  library  is  dosed,  and  shall  never 
enter  the  room,  nor  allow  any  one  else  to  enter  it,  with  any  light  not  secured  within  a  lantern,  and 
shall  under  no  circumstances  adlow  a  kerosene  or  spirit  lamp  to  be  taken  into  or  used  therein ;  (7) 
shall  be  present  in  the  library  himself,  or  by  an  assistant  approved  by  the  Library  Committee, 
during  the  hours  prescribed  for  its  being  open,  and  exerdse  constant  vigilance  lest  the  Ubrarv 
suffer  from  untrustworthy  persons;  (8)  shall  have  power  to  exdude  any  person  proving  himself 
nnworthy ;  ^9)  and  shall  keep  all  specially  valuable  Dooks,  manuscripts,  and  curionties  under  lock 
ai^  kev,  and  allow  them  to  be  consulted  only  in  his  presence,  or  that  of  his  assistant. 

Iv.  Thb  Library,  (i)  No  book,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  or  other  artide  shall  be  loaned 
or  removed  from  the  library  —  except  for  binding  or  repair — without  the  written  permission  of 
the  Library  Committee ;  nor  shall  such  books  and  manuscripts  as  they  may  designate  be  loaned 
under  anv  circiunstances.  On  his  own  personal  responsibility,  however,  the  Librarian  may  allow 
such  books  or  pamphlets  as  he  knows  can  be  easily  auplicatea,  to  be  so  loaned  for  a  period  not  to 
exceed  ten  days.  (2)  All  books,  tracts,  manuscripts,  maps,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Association  shall 
be  distinctly  marked  as  its  property.  (3)  The  library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-days,  except  those 
of  public  Observance,  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Directors  upon  advice  of  the 
Litmuy  Committee. 

V.  In  Grnbral.  All  previous  By-Laws  are  hereby  repealed ;  and  these  may  be  amended  at 
any  amnual  meeting  of  the  Association  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 
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The  American  Congregational  Association. 


BUSINESS    MEETING. 

Pursuant  to  the  usual  printed  notice,  the  thirty-ninth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  May  24,  1892,  at  noon,  in 
Pilgrim  Hall.  Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  the  President,  was  in  the  chair. 
Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  led  in  prayer.  The  records  of  the  last 
annual  meeting  having  been  published  and  circulated,  the  reading 
of  them  was  omitted.  Rev.  Dr.  H.  A.  Hazen  and  Messrs.  E.  A. 
Studley  and  C.  M.  Whittlesey  were,  upon  motion,  appointed  by  the 
Chair  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  While 
they  were  consulting,  the  annual  report  of  the  Directors  was  read 
by  the  Librarian.  It  was  voted  to  accept  the  report  and  refer  it 
to  the  Directors,  with  power  to  print  so  much  of  it  as  they  may 
see  fit. 

The  Treasurer's  annual  report  was  read  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Tenney, 
the  Auditor,  and  was  similarly  accepted  and  referred. 

The  election  of  new  members  then  being  in  order,  the  list 
nominated  by  the  Directors  was  unanimously  elected,  viz.: 


Rev.  W.  F.  Bacon 

Medford. 

Rev.  S.  C.  Bushnrt.t. 

Arlington. 

Joseph  Cook      .... 

Boston. 

R.  C.  Habberley        .        .        .        . 

Hyde  Park. 

C.  P.  Rowland 

Marion. 

Rev.  M.  C.  Julien       .        .        .        . 

New  Bedford 

Rev.  Arthur  Liitle,  D.D. 

Dorchester. 

A.  S.  Lx>VErr       .... 

Roxbury. 

Rev.  W.  L.  Tenney     . 

Holbrook. 

The  commiltce  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  then  reported,  naming  the  following  persons,  who  were  unani- 
mously elected ; 

Fresidatt. 
Hon.  RuFirs  S.  Frost,  Chelsea, 


Vice-Presidetits. 
Samuel  Johnson,  Boston. 
Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Directors. 
Rkt.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D.,  Allston. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  G.  Clark,  D.D.,  West  Roxbuiy. 
Marquis  F.  Dickinson,  Boston. 
Edward  A.  Sti;dle¥,  Boston, 
S.  Rrainard  Pratt,  Boston. 

Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Winchester.  ■ 

Rev.  B.  F.  Hamilton,    D.D.,  Roxbury.  ■ 

William  H.  Hodgkins,  Somerville.  \ 

Rev,  Elijah  Horr,  D.D.,  East  Boston.  ' 

Thomas  Todd,  Concord. 
Wm.  F.  Richardson,  Boston, 
CoRYDON  M.  Whittlesey,  West  Newton. 
William  O.  Blaney,  Roxbury. 
Samuel  B.  Capen,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Rev.  De  Witt  S.  Clark,  Salem. 
Henry  R  Cobb,  Newton. 
William  H.  Emerson,  Cambridge. 
Hon.  James  M.  W.  Hall,  Cambridge. 
Mortimer  B.  Mason,  Boston. 
Rev.  Charles  B.  Rice,  Danvers. 
G.  Henry  Whitcomb,  Worcester. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Hazen,  Aubumdale. 
Rev.  A.  E.  Dunning,  D.D.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
George  P.  Smith,  Roxbury. 
Augustus  S.  Lovett,  Roxbury. 
Hon.  Jonathan  A.  Lane,  Boston. 
Rev.  Nehemiah  Boynton,  Boston. 
William  A.  Paine,  Roxbury. 
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Librarian  and  Assistant  Treasurer, 
Rev.  William  H,  Cobb,  Newton  Centre. 

TVeasurer. 
♦Mortimer  B.  Mason,  Boston. 

Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  Morton  Dexter,  Boston. 

Auditor, 
Alonzo  C.  Tenney,  Chelsea. 

The  Secretary  was  then  duly  sworn,  as  follows  : 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  May  24,  1892. 

Then  personally  appeared  Morton  Dexter,  who  had  been  chosen  Secretary 
of  the  American  Congregational  Association,  and  made  oath  that  he  would 
faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  said  office. 

Before  me, 

Thomas  Todd,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  then  adjourned 

sim  die. 

Morton  Dexter,  Secretary. 


*  Mr.  Mason  having  declined  to  serve,  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Capen  was  elected  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  on  June  ao,  1893. 
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American  Congregational  Association. 


With  gratitude  to  the  kind  Providence  that  has  kept  our 
ranks  unbroken  during  the  year  past,  the  Directors  present  the 
thirty-ninth  annual  report  to  the  Association. 

A  further  cause  for  gratitude  may  be  mentioned.  The  prop- 
erty we  have  in  charge  was  endangered  at  an  early  hour  on  the 
morning  of  Sunday,  November  29,  when  the  woodwork  in  room 
No.  5  took  fire.  Providentially  some  one  in  the  adjoining  block 
on  Pemberton  Square  saw  the  fire,  and  it  was  at  once  extinguished. 
It  is  pleasant  to  add  that  the^  slight  loss  sustained  was  promptly 
adjusted  and  fully  covered  by  the  various  companies  that  insure 
the  property. 

FINANCIAL. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  Besides  paying  current 
expenses  and  interest,  we  have  cleared  off  $3,500  of  the  principal 
of  the  mortgage  out  of  the  savings  from  rentals,  and  $3,000  more 
from  a  legacy  left  to  the  Association  by  Mrs.  Nancy  S.  Howe,  of 
Winchester.  This  makes  a  total  reduction  of  $6,500,  bringing 
down  the  debt  from  $172,500  to  $166,000.  This  is  exclusive  of 
the  $1,500  which  the  Association  owes  to  the  Congregational 
Library. 

The  legacy  just  mentioned  marks  another  point  of  progress, 
as  it  is  several  years  since  the  Association  has  received  any  addi- 
tion to  its  funds  aside  from  the  $250  bequeathed  by  Dr.  Tarbox. 
Another  legacy  of  $2,000  will  probably  be  paid  over  during  the 


next  financial  year,  and  atiolher  of  a  larger  amount  will  be  avail- 
able at  some  future  lime.     As  leslamenlary  gifts  have  bee^  soti- 
ciled  in  vain  from  the  beginning  of  our  history',  it  is  well  to  note    , 
these  cheering  facts,  so  that  our  friends  who  are  engaged  in  than- 
atopsia  may  not  consider  such  gifts  entirely  unprecedented. 

There  has  also  come  into  the  treasury  recently  a  single  church 
collection,  the  tirst  for  a  long  period,  thus  reviving  the  traditions 
of  1870-75,  when  this  Association  took  its  turn  with  tlie  other 
benevolent  societies.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that 
one  fair  collection  from  each  church  in  the  denomination  is  all 
which  this  Association  has  ever  asked  for.  The  total  amount  of 
receipts  for  the  year  is  $28,386.09  ;  expenditures,  $28,166.93  ;  ^^ 
ance  a  year  ago,  I581.04  ;  balance  now,  fSoo.ao.  During  the  time 
covered  by  the  report  the  rooms  have  all  been  rented;  but  just  as 
tiie  year  is  closing  the  American  Peace  Society,  which  has  been 
a  tenant  in  this  building  from  the  beginning  of  our  occupation, 
has  decided  to  go  elsewhere,  and  a  satisfactory  adjustment  has 
been  made  of  the  pending  lease.  This  leaves  one  room  open  for 
rental  the  coming  year,  and  only  one  lease  still  running,  it  being 
our  policy  of  late  not  to  renew  those  which  have  expired. 

A   NEW   HOtlSE. 

Although  another  year  has  closed  with  no  definite  steps  taken 
towards  a  new  Congregational  House,  the  outlook  in  that  direction 
may  be  pronounced  more  hopeful.  We  shall  not  be  inclined  to 
regret  the  fire  above  mentioned  if  it  shall  serve  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  the  new  enterprise.  Although  we  hope  and  trust 
that  the  Library  building  is  fireproof,  the  fact  has  never  been 
demonstrated;  and,  should  the  old  part  of  the  house  be  consumed, 
such  a  fierce  heat  in  immediate  contact  with  the  Librarj'  might 
possibly  prove  disastrous  to  its  treasures,  some  of  which,  like  the 
section  of  Cotton  Mather's  Diary,  for  instance,  could  never  be 
replaced.  But  apart  from  (his,  the  rooms  which  are  occupied  bf 
the  benevolent  societies  always  contain  important  papers  and 
other  valuables  the  loss  of  which  would  by  no  means  be  mad^ 
good  by  the  money  consideration  received  from  insurance  comfk^^^ 
nies;  and  while  that  loss  would  not  fall  directly  upon  this  As.^^—^ 
elation,  we  need  to  remember  that  one  main  object  of  ourexiste-^>^^ 


IS  to  provide  suitable  accommodations  for  those  societies.     Here, 

then,  is  an  urgent  consideration  added  to  the  many  adduced  in 

former  reports  in  favor  of  replacing  the  present  structure,  erected 

nearly  eighty  years  ago,  by  one  that  shall  be  fireproof  throughout. 

The  interest  in  this  subject  within  the  denomination  seems  to 

be  growing  wider  and  deeper ;  some  additional  subscriptions  have 

been  made  to  the  income  bonds,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  any 

acquisition  of  adjoining  property  by  the  city  government,  with  a 

consequent  alteration  of  streets,  would  work  any  detriment  to  the 

interests  of  the  Association.     On  the  contrary,  if  the  project  of 

a  new  City  Hall  should  be  carried  through  on  the  lines  laid  down 

by  the  city  architect,  it  would  give  us  one  of  the  most  eligible 

building  sites  in  Boston,  and  lay  an  aesthetic  obligation  upon  us 

to  cover  it  with  a  noble  and  beautiful  edifice.     Whether  or  not  the 

near  future  is  to  witness  such  a  change  in  this  vicinity,  it  would  be 

a  questionable  prudence,  it  might  indeed  be  termed  an  unwise 

timidity,  to  delay  carrying  out  the  plans  already  adopted,  through 

uncertainty  as  to  the  action  of  other  parties.     The  coming  fortieth 

year  of  the  Association's  life  ought  rather  to  witness  a  vigorous 

attack  all  along  the  line  upon  the  debt  which  has  burdened  us 

hitherto,  until  it  is  buried  so  far  out  of  sight  by  the  income  bonds 

that  a  sound  financial  basis  is  provided  for  a  new  first  mortgage 

bond,  with  a  consequent  rebuilding. 

JMTEMXATlOltAL  COUVCIL. 

One  of  the  powers  granted  to  our  corporation  by  its  charter 
IS  that  of  "  promoting  friendly  tntercouise  and  cooperation  among 
Congregational   ministers  and  dmrcfaes.^     The   most   extensive 
opportunity  ever  offered  for  sodb  intercourse  and  oodperatioo  lias 
passed,  and  has  been  embraced,  within  the  year  under  leview* 
We  refer  to  the  International  Congregational  Council  at  IxMKkm, 
July  13-ai,  1891.      Here  were  gathered  representatives  <d   oar 
faith  and  polity  from  the  Eastern  and  Western  continents,  from 
the  Kortfaem  and  Sondien  hemisphries.    This  is  not  the  place 
for  any  detailed  charartrnyaiioo  of  the  masterly  papers,  the  abas- 
dant  hospitalitj,  or  the  hmpottust  collateral  evenu  vfakh  maskftd 
that  oonierenoe :  but  it  deserves  leotwd  in  the  annaal  report  tiat 
tlus  Association  was  there  by  its  official  represetrtatire,  Socjgia 
Dexter,  and  also  bj  a  goo^  tmmbtf  U  its  oftctfs  and 


As  souvenirs  of  the  occasion  there  have  been  presented  to  the 
Association  the  three  volumes  herewith  exhibited:  J 

(i)    The  authorized  record  of  the  proceedings,  official  aadjfl 
unofficial,  with  porlraits  and  views.  f 

(2)  The  address  at  Scrooby  by  representatives  of  the  Not- 
tinghamshire Congregational  Union,  a  beautiful  volume  in  album 
form,  containing  also  photographs  of  the  historic  places  in  that 
locality.  The  address,  being  in  manuscript,  is  unique,  and  the 
book  was  presented,  through  Mr.  Dexter,  to  the  Congregational 
Library. 

(3)  The  proceedings  in  Leyden  at  the  unveiling  of  the  memo- 
rial tablet  to  John  Robinson.  This  contains  the  addresses  and 
remarks  given  at  that  impressive  service,  with  photographs  of  all 
the  speakers,  as  also  of  the  tablet  itself,  and  of  the  assembled 
company.  A  special  interest  attaches  lo  this  volume  on  account 
of  the  recent  death  of  Professor  Kuenen,  who  represented  the 
University  of  Leyden, 

There  may  also  be  seen  in  the  Congregational  Library  a 
large  photograph,  framed  in  oak,  of  those  members  of  the  Council 

who  accepit-d  ihe  invimtion  of  Mrs.  James  Spicer  and  her  sons  to 
the  garden  party  at  Woodford  on  the  i8th  of  July.  These  memo- 
rials of  the  past  enhance  our  anticipations  of  the  Second  Inter- 
national Congregational  Council,  which  is  to  be  held  some  years 
hence  in  America,  and  in  preparing  for  which  this  Association 
may  well  hope  to  bear  an  honorable  part. 

THE   LIBRARY. 

The  year  just  closing  has  brought  large  addirions  to  the  Con- 
gregational Library.  The  number  of  books  last  reported  was 
29,493;  added  during  the  year,  1,376;  total,  30,869.  Of  pamphlets 
we  had,  a  year  ago,  SS'9^°  1  added,  684  ;  total,  56,644.  Besides 
these,  there  is  a  quantity  of  unbound  numbers  of  periodicals,  which 
in  May,  1891,  numbered  34,086;  added,  1,755  ;  'ota't  35-84'-  This 
enumeration  does  not  include  unbound  newspapers  or  manuscripts. 
The  relatively  small  number  of  pamphlets  added  is  due  in  part  to 
a  new  classification,  according  to  which  a  publication  of  more  than 
eighty  pages  is  counted  as  a  book. 
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Among  the  gifts  of  the  year,  all  of  which  are  acknowledged, 
with  the  donors'  names,  at  the  close  of  this  report,  particular  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  Rev.  T.  O.  Paine's  sumptuous  work  on 
"The  Holy  Houses,**  from  Dr.  Dexter's  library,  and  of  Dr.  Trum- 
bull's admirable  volume,  "  Friendship,  the  Master  Passion,"  pre- 
sented by  the  author. 

More  important,  however,  than  any  of  the  gifts  of  the  year,  is 
a  collection  which  has  been  deposited  in  the  Library  very  recently, 
and  which,  though  not  technically  our  property,  and  so  not  reck- 
oned among  the  accessions,  is  yet  as  accessible  to  students  of  the 
Bible  as  the  books  which  contain  the  stamp  of  the  Association. 

We  refer  to  the  magnificent  Bibleariutn  (to  speak  with  Beecher's 
Farmer  Tompkins)  owned  by  Mr.  S.  Brainard  Pratt,  and  represent- 
ing the  fruit  of  his  zealous  industry  and  practical  judgment  as 
exercised  through  a  long  series  of  years.  The  catalogue,  herewith 
exhibited,  is  entitled,  "  Ancient  and  Modem  Editions  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, with  other  Sacred  Books  and  MSS."  It  embraces  sixteen 
divisions,  as  follows : 


I. 

Scripture  rolls  and  MSS. 

2. 

Latin  Vulgate  and  Codices. 

3- 

Editions,  1 380-1 889. 

4. 

Home  Bibles. 

S- 

Bibles  with  notes. 

6. 

New  Testaments. 

7. 

Psalters,  and  Bibles  for  the  blind. 

8. 

The  Bible  of  other  lands. 

9- 

Miscellaneous. 

10. 

The  Revised  Versions  of  1881-82. 

II. 

Private  translations. 

12. 

Palm  books,  with  Hindu  and  Buddhist  MSS.,  etc. 

13- 

Biblical  and  other  charts. 

14. 

Photographs. 

IS- 

Sundries. 

16. 

Idols. 

In  addition  to  gifts  and  deposits,  we  have  acquired  a  large 
number  of  books  by  the  exchange  of  duplicates  and  by  purchase. 
Our  chief  exchanges  have  been  with  the  Boston  Book  Company, 
which  has  taken  about  a  thousand  volumes  of  our  duplicate  periodi- 


cals,  many  of  them  being  of  til  lie  worth,  but  occupying  valuable 
space.  The  Library  has  already  received  in  return  more  than  a 
hundred  dollars'  worth  of  biographies  and  religious  works,  and 
a  still  larger  amount  remains  due,  which  will  enable  us  to  fill 
some  of  the  gaps  in  our  own  files  of  periodicals. 

The  most  important  books  added  by  purchase  belong  in  the 
two  departments  of  Biblical  criticism  and  early  Congregational  and 
related  literature.  Last  year's  liberal  appropriation  having  been 
continued,  the  Librarian  has  been  able  to  bring  out  of  the  treasury 
things  new  and  old.  Although  it  is  almost  hopeless  for  us  to  com- 
pete for  Americana  in  the  open  market  with  the  richly  endowed 
libraries  that  are  springing  up  so  fast,  we  have  made  a  few  choice 
additions,  even  in  this  department,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  three 
specimens  following : 

"Massachusetts  Election  Sermon,"  by  William  Adams,  1685. 

"The  True  Constitution  of  a  Visible  Church,"  by  John 
Cotton,  1642. 

"  The  Mystery  of  Israel's  Salvation,"  by  Increase  Mather, 
1669.  (This  is  the  first  in  the  long  succession  of  Increase 
Mather's  works.) 

In  the  English  branch  of  this  last  department,  that  of  early 
Congregational  and  related  literature,  we  have  made  more  notable 
accessions  than  in  any  previous  year  of  our  history.  The  number 
of  these  volumes  is  about  three  hundred,  nearly  all  of  them  being 
mentioned  in  Dr.  Dexter's  Bibliography.  They  range  in  date  from 
•  559  to  1717.  A  few  more  years  of  such  progress  will  put  us  fully 
abreast,  in  this  special  department,  of  the  library  which  Dr.  Dexter 
presented  to  Yale  University. 

A  word  in  closing  as  to  the  use  of  these  books.  They  are 
already  serviceable  to  the  few  scholars  who  have  kept  track  of  their 
rapidly  increasing  value,  but  daring  the  coming  year  we  have 
reason  to  expect  that  they  will  become  more  widely  known  among 
students  of  religious  literature  ;  for  the  last  number  of  the  Harvard 
University  Bulletin,  just  issued,  contains  statistics  of  special  collec- 
tions in  the  chief  American  libraries,  and  thus  the  resources  of  the 
Congregational  Library  will  become  known  to  those  most  interested 
in  consulting  them. 
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Boston,  May  i6,  1892. 

The  Library  Committee  respectfully  reports  that  the  usual 
work  has  been  continued  during  the  year  in  an  efficient  manner, 
and  under  the  usual  supervision  of  the  Committee,  in  the  methods 
prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  working  force  in  the 
Library  has  been  unchanged,  consisting,  as  one  year  ago,  of 
Mr.  Cobb,  Librarian,  and  Miss  Stone  and  Miss  White,  assistants. 

The  appropriations  made  by  the  Board  have  been  expended 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Committee,  and  upon  a  matured  plan, 
and  all  bills  have  been  audited  by  the  Committee. 

The  special  work  of  cataloguing  has  been  steadily  continued, 
and  in  the  most  approved  method.  The  Committee  commends 
the  Librarian  and  his  assistants  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties.  It  is  not  necessary  for  this  Committee  to  repeat  the  statis- 
tics of  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets,  and  of  the  additions 
made  during  the  year,  which  are  given  in  full  in  the  statement  of 
the  Librarian. 

The  Committee  trusts  that  the  Board  of  Directors  to  be  chosen 
at  the  annual  meeting  will  continue  the  appropriations  made  during 
the  past  year,  with  the  certainty  that  they  will  be,  as  heretofore, 
judiciously  expended.  The  Library  is  particularly  increasing  in 
rare  Congregational  works,  procured  at  home  and  abroad,  and  also 
in  the  works  of  all  Congregational  authors.  It  is  becoming  noted 
among  libraries  for  its  specialties,  and  is  consulted  more  and  more 
by  those  for  whom  it  is  designed.  No  special  recommendations 
need  be  submitted  at  this  time. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  H.  Quint, 

Morton  Dexter,    }  Commitue. 

Wm.  H.  Hodgkins, 


Donations  of  Books,  Pamphlets,  and  Magazines. 


Vob,      Ppla.    Magi. 


AlenndiF,  Rcr.  M.  H.,  Hknun,  ■  MS 

AluiBdct,  R«.W.  S..  D.D..  CvnbHdga        .... 

Amciicm  Bible  Sodeiy,  New  Vork 

Anwrlcan  Boanl  of  ConuDlulonrn  for  Foreign  Mlulmil,  BoctDD, 

iap"> 

Amerian  Coloniullon  Sodeiy.  Wuhin^on,  D.  C.  , 
AnFFicu  Miidauiy  AsDcUaoD,  Mew  Yorii    .... 
AmcrkaD  Seuiicd's  Friend  Sodelj,  New  Vork 

AmerldiB  TiicI  Sodety.  Souon 

Amhenl  CoU^e,  Amherfi  -...-.. 
AadtveT  TheoloflJeaL  Scmioery,  ADdover  .  .  .  .  - 
Aabuni  ThulD^cal  Semlnirr,  Aubuio,  K.  Y.  . 

Ajer.  Rer.  F.  D.,  D.D„  Concortl,  N.  H 

Bacon,  RST.WilHun  F.,  Midbird 

Ballar,  R«.  M.  K.,  Torrington,  Cl 

Bangor  Thenlogiail  Scminvr,  Bwcsr,  M> 

Buam,  Prnl.  John,  Unilianutawn 

Ban,  Rev.  Williiun  J.,WiinierviUe 

Blgelow,  E.  v.,  Coh»i«l,  I  MS 

BUkeilH,  RcT.  E.pSpencM,  iMS 

Boston  PubLic  Library 

Boiton  Scliool  CommilleE 

Boston  Univenlly 

Bowdoin  CoUcgc,  Brunswick,  Me 

Briitol,  Rev.  FianL  L.,  Uibiidge 

Brooks,  Re..  William  H,,D,D.,Bo5too 

Brown,  Abram  £.,  Bedford 

BnfTalo  HlHoiicil  Society,  DufFalD.N.Y 

Butlei,  Rev.  Daniel,  Waverky 

Butler,  R«T,  E.  P.,  Sunderland 

Byington,  Rev.  E.  H.,D.D.,  Boston 

ByiDgton,  Rev.  George  p.,  EaitHirdwick.Vt. 

Carpenter.  Rev.  CCAndovtr 

Chamberlain,  Rev.  J.  M.,GHnTiell,Io 

Chambers,  Rev.  Talbot  W,.D.D.,  New  York  . 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary,  Chicago,  111 

City  Miuionary  Society,  Bojlon 

Clapp,  Jamea  B.,  Boston     ........ 

Clark,  Rev.  F,G.,  Plymouth.  N.H 

Oark.Rev.N  G.,D.D.,WeKRo.buty 

Cobb,  Rev.  William  H.,  Newton  Centre 


15 

Vols.      Pphs.    Mags. 

Coit,  Rer.  Joshua,  Winchester,  i  MS 

Colby  University,  Waterville,  Me i 

Colorado  College,  Colorado  Springs,  Col i 

Congregationad  Sunday  School  and  Publishing  Sodety,  Boston        .        .  33             4 

Congregational  Union  of  England  and  Wales,  London      ....  a 

Cook,  Thomas  &  Son,  London i 

Cuahing,  Dea.  Andrew,  Boston 2            11 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H. i 

Davis,  Gustavus  F.,  Hartford,  Ct i 

Dean,  Mrs.  Ellen  Palmer,  Medford,  x  MS 

Dedham  Historical  Society 4 

De  Forest,  Rev.  H.  S.,  Talladega,  AU 3 

Denniaon,  Mrs.  T.  R.,  New  Bedford i 

Dexter,  Rev.  Morton,  Boston 7             8 

Dike,  Rev.  S.  W.,  D.D.,  Aubumdale 2 

Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston 3 

Duncan,  John  T.,  Meriden,  N.  H i 

Dunning,  Rev.  A.  E.,  D.D.,  Boston 10 

Duren,  Dea.  E.  F.,  Bangor,  Me i 

Elliot,  Rev.  L.  H.,  Waterbury,  Vt i 

Ellis,  Miss  Mary  F.,  Medfield 11 

Essex  Institute,  Salem i             a 

Evans,  Rev.  Daniel,  East  Weymouth,  i  MS 

Fearing,  A.  C,  Jr.,  Boston i 

Folsom,  A.  A.,  Boston i 

General  Theological  Library,  Boston i 

Gerould,  Rev.  S.  L.,  HoUis,  N.  H 6 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  M.D.,  Boston 38           54           31 

Green,  Samuel  S.,  Worcester i 

Greene,  W.  L.  &  Co.,  Boston 227         186 

Griffis,  Rev.  W.  E  ,  D.D.,  Boston i 

Hall,  Prof.  E.W.,  Waterville,  Me i 

Ham,  John  R.,  M.D.,  Dover,  N.  H i 

Hamilton  College,  Qinton,  N.  Y i 

Hardy,  Mrs.  Alpbeus,  Boston 7           65 

Hart,  Rev.  Burdett,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct. i 

Hart,  Thomas  N.,  Boston i 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge i              3 

Hawkes,  Rev.  W.  S.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  i  MS 

Hauen,  Rev.  H.  A.,  D.D.,  Aubumdale 2            10 

Hazen,  Rev.  James  K.,  Richmond,  Va. 1 

Hill,  Hon.  Hamilton  A.,  Boston 7 

Homer,  Miss  M.  B.,  Cambridge 9 

Hood,  Rev.  George  A.,  Newton 2 

Hopkins,  Lewis  S.,  M.D.,  Bridgewater,  i  MS 

Houghton,  N.  P.,  Lawrence 2 

Hovey,  Rev.  H.  C,  D.D.,  Bridgeport,  Ct t 

Howard,  Rev.  R.  B.,  Arlington i 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  New  York i 

Hubbell,  Rev.  Henry  L.,  Lake  Charles,  La. i 

Hunt,  William,  Dorchester i           30           24 

James,  Rev.  H.  P.,  Colfax,  Wn 2 

Kelley,  Arthur  W.,  Aubumdale,  i  MS.      .  ^ 

Kelsey,  Rev.  F.  D.,  Helena,  Mont 5 

La  Bach,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Wahpeton,  N.  D i 

Lane,  Mrs.  Jonathan  A.,  Boston 70           tj 


Lunphfir,  R=v.  O.  T.,  D.D.pBtvrrij       . 
Laurie.  Rev.  Thomu.  D.D..  Providtnn,  R.  I. 

Litchfield,  F>rlurR..Mcd[<>rd 

HuschuKtB  Bureau  of  Suiiitia  ol  Libor,  BoKon 
Minwhuietu  Hinuiicil  Society,  B»tm  . 


II  Hw 


hIiuthI  Sddely,  BcntOD 


McFirUnd,  MiB  Aon 

Merrill,  Rer.  C.  H.,  Si.  JghtHbuiy,  VI 

Mminun,  Rev.W.  S.,  D.D.,  Bdubo       .        .        .       ,       . 

MlUi,  Ret.  C.  p.,  Ne<rbain>Drt 

MinDesDta  HiXorlcil  Sodetr.  St.  Paul.  Mlpa 

HiMldnuy  Board,  Prntuuni  BpiKopil  Church,  NewVoik    . 
Mwre,  RcT.  WilUnm  H.,  Hartlurd,  Cl.     .       .        .        .       . 

MuDE«,  Rev.  T.  T.,  D.D.,  New  Hioen,  Cl   .        .       .        . 

Ntbrulu  HiitoHol  Sodety.  Llnmlo,  Neb.      .        .        .       . 

Nsw  EniUnd  HlslDrioGeiKlloglcil  Sadely,  Boalon 

Konh,  Pn>E.  Edwinl,  CUnioD,  M.y 

NoHlaBhuinihln  ConKiegalioual  Axodilion,  Eugjand     . 

Oberiin  CoUeic  Oherlin,  O 

Old  RlsdcDU'  Histaricil  Auodation,  tjnreU  .         ■        .        . 

Oliii>ied,H.  K.,  M.D.HinfoxJ,  Ct 

Otbome,  Rev.  C.  P.,  Fsyelleville,  N.  Y 

Pafi,  MlK  Mjuj  A.,  AtkiMon,  N.  H.       .        .         .        .        . 

Panicle,  Rev.  H.  J.,  D.D.,  Wen  Newton  .  '    . 

Peet,  Rev.  S.D.,  Avon,  III 

Peloubel.  Rev.  F.  N.,  D.D.,Auburnda]e         .        .       .       . 
PciUns  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bo»oa  .        .        .        .       . 

Perry.  Rev.  G.  H.,  Kiowl,  Kan 

Pialt.  S.  Brainird,  Bojtan 

PrcnIiM,  Prof.  George  L;  New  Yorli 


Puddeloot.  Rev.  W 
Putnam,  Prof.  F.  V 


a.  N.J, 


William  H.,  D.D.,  ancinnati,  O. 
d  H.,  Chelgea  .  ,  .  , 
H.,D,D.,  Port  Huion,  Mich.   . 
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t.  Prof.  Lewii  F.,  Bang. 
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Strong,  Rev.  J.  W.,  D.D.,  Northfield,  Minn i 

Studley,  E.  A.,  Boston 4 

Tenney,  Rev.  E.  P.,  Pembroke,  N.  H 8 

Thompson,  Rev.  A.  C,  D.D.,  Roxbury 1 

Thwing,  Rev.  C.  F.,  D.D.,  Qeveland,  O i 

Titcomb,  Rev.  Arthur,  Gilbertville,  i  MS 

Todd,  Thomas,  Concord 3 

Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Ct a 

Trumbull,  Rev.  H.  Clay,  D.D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa a 

Tufts  CoUege,  CoUege  HiU i 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C 3  a 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C.    .        .        .  4  a 

United  States  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  Washington,  D.  C.       .        .  i 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  .        .  i 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C.  .        .  90  as 

United  States  Department  of  Navigation,  Washington,  D.  C.  .        .  i 

United  States  Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 10 

United  States  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  ...  z 

University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal z 

University  of  Rochester,  Rochester,  N.  Y z 

Waldron,  Rev.  D.  W.,  Boston 16  aj 

Walker,  Gen.  Francis  A.,  Boston z 

Walker,  Rev.  George  L.,  D.D.,  Hartford,  Ct z  6 

Walker,  Joseph  B.,  Concord,  N.  H. z 

Walker,  Prof.  Williston,  Hartford,  Ct. z 

Ward,  Langdon  S.,  Newton  Centre z 

Webb,  Rev.  E.  B.,  D.D.,WeUesley a 

Weekes,  Robert  D.,  Newark,  N.  J z 

Wendell,  Barrett,  Boston i 

Wheelock,  Rev.  A.  H.,  Hingham,  i  MS. 

Whitmore,  William  H.,  Boston  .  a 

Whittier,  Rev.  Charles,  Dennysville,  Me. 5  &  4 

Willey,  Rev.  Worcester,  Andover 1 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.W.,  Washington,  D.C i 

Winship,  Rev.  A.  £.,  Somerville a 

Winsor,  Justin,  Cambridge •  z 

Woman's  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Boston      ....  z 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  Boston z  13 

Woodbury,  Rev.  Webster,  Milford z 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester i 

Wright,  CarroU  D.,  Washington,  D.  C a 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Ct 4 

Younkin,  Rev.  C.  L.  D.,  Boston i 


ACT  OF   INCORPORATION 

American  ffaagKptional  ^jSisodafion. 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

/■  ij|(  Vtar  Ont  TkoHiaiiJ  EiglU  Hiaidrtd  and  Fifij-fetir. 

Ah  Act  Ld  bonptnle  the  Congrvgallonil  Ljbrarr  AuocUtifin,  u  BealDiL 

'    Bl  a  natUd  bjOt  SnuUttuidHtKtsf  RttratiitMtiBa,BiGtmiralCaitriaiawiHtd,aliitf 

au  amlktrilj  if  Ihi  lamt.tu  /oUami: 

SucnoH  I.  Rului  Andcruin,  Joxpti  S.  ClaA,  JnUut  A.  Palmer,  tbrir  auodala  »d  me- 
^jBon,  lire  bovbr  mule  ■  corponliDD  by  Hk  Dune  oi  Che  CaoRngationa]  LJbnrnr  AuofiAliciD,  S 
■  BoKOB,  Tor  the  piiqicne  of  esublbhinK  and  perpetuatiDg  a  libnrjr  of  (he  ffdlgion*  hJMorj  iod 
L  KKmnre  af  New  En^nd,  and  for  the  errctioQ  df  a,  ridiable  buUdiug  for  the  accanimod4noa  ef 
rillK  AAW.  and  for  tbe  uh  rA  diantabLe  Hjdeliet,  vriih  jU  Iheptmen  uhi  privilegn,  aod  autqeciin 
I    ^  (he  duties,  KitricUoDt.  and  Ijabilllia  ki  forth  In  Ibe  lony-founb  chapter  of  the  Revised 

I  Sec.  a.    Said  corpnraliqn  itii)'  hold  teal  or  pcnonal  eiiale,  neceuir;  aiul  cnnvenienl  tor  the 

I    DorpDAet  aforesaid,  to  an  anxniDt  not  exceediag,  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  ibpuBsd 

wurs,  the  income  whereof  ahali  tie  devoted  1o  Ihe  aforesaid  purpoteA.    [Approved  by  Ibe  Goi- 

BBOf,  April  ti,  iSjt-J 

Bt  U  micUd,  ttS;  at /aUovu : 

SittnOiV  1-  Tile  Conere^donai  Library  Auodacion.  at  BoiEDn,  'w  henbr  amhoriied  In 
bold  Teal  and  pemniial  eiiatt  to  the  aniovnt  of  not  hundred  and  lifty  thoiiaind  doGara  in  addiuon 
to  the  DmouDt  thai  said  corinratian  ie  now  amhoriied  bv  law  In  liold ;  provided  that  no  pan  ii 

■d  forth  ib  the  Act  of  Inoorporadon  paasetl  A^  twdflb.  in  the  year  ^bleen  hundrad  anit 
Uty-lnur. 

Sac  I,  Thi)  act  >hal!  talu  eSed  trnoi  and  after  <U  paisvs.  [Approrcd  by  the  Goceronr, 
April  I.,  ■S56  1 

Bt  U  Kuitlid,  lU.,  aiJoHmt: 

SacTioN  I.    The  Conj^reratinnal  library  Aisociation  ii  hereby  authnrized  to  chau^  iu 


'he  Connreratinnal  Jjbrary  Aisoci 
lie  name  of  the  American  Congregat 


Sac  a.  in  addition  to  Ihe  powen  herclofore  giwited  said  corporation,  it  ii  hereby  au(hori£ed 
to  do  udi  arti  a>  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congiegatkinal  churehcs— by  publuihing  norki  1  by 
lurnishine  libiarEes  airil  pecuniary  aid  to  pahahes  churchea,  and  Sattbaih-Khoola ;  pmnotiiu; 
friendly  intercourse  and  coHperatmn  among  Conprgalional  mioiaten  and  churches,  and  with 

Sec  ].    Thisjctsh.dl  tiilio  effect  on  its  pusagc.    [Approvedby  tlie  Goveruot,  May  is.  1964.] 


I.    This  act  shu  take  effect  upon  ita  pa&sage.    [Approved  by  the  Govemor.  February 


CONSTITUTION. 

AuBHiCAN  CaMOnaGATroKAt,  AssoaaTtoN. 

..    .    .  lingaoi  the  body,  The  accommudalion  of  iu 

jrary,  and  lor  the  futtbctance  of  its  general  putposeB ;  to  found  and  perpetuate  a  libniy  of  boolii, 
unphkts,  and  manujcripti,  and  a  coUectioo  of  portraits  and  relics  of  the  past ;  and  In  do  whil- 
rer  else  —  within  the  limits  of  its  charter  —  shall  aerve  to  illustrate  Congregational  histot^-,  and 
-onir>te  the  Eenerril  interests  of  the  CDnKTegalioiial  chuTchefL. 

len  nominated  by  the  Board  of  Dirieclors,  shall  Itave  \ 


any  annual  meeting,  bnr  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  memberspreaent  and  voting,  on  signing  th* 
Constitution  or  otherwise  accepting  membership  in  writing.  Tliere  shall  be  due  from  each  mem- 
ber on  the  day  of  every  annual  meeting  the  sum  of  one  dollar ;  and  if  such  sum  have  not  been 
paid  by  the  dose  of  the  next  following  annual  meeting,  the  person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall 
be  notified  if  possible,  and  unless  the  aimount  be  paid  within  three  months  thereafter,  his  member- 
ship shall  cease.  But  any  member  who  has  heretofore  paid,  or  may  hereafter  pay,  not  less  than 
ten  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  be  freed  from  this  assessment  All  monevs  received  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  increase  of  the  library. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Association  —  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  from  its  members 
at  the  annual  meeting,  and  who  shall  serve  for  the  year,  and  untU  their  successors  be  chosen  — 
shall  be  a  President;  two  Vice-Presidents;  a  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary — who  shall 
be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  also  act  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  his  book  of  records  being  kept  in  the  library ;  a  Librarian ;  a  Treasurer ;  an  Assistant 
Treasurer;  and  an  Auditor — all  of  whom  shall  perform  the  duties  usual  to  their  offices.  This 
Secretarv  and  Treasurer,  with  twenty-eight  others,  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  charged  with  the 
general  interests  of  the  Association,  Un  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

Art.  V .  The  annual  meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  for  other  business  appropriate 
to  such  meetings,  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  Tuesday  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  in 
each  year,  at  12  o'clock  m.  Special  meeting  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.  The  annual  and  all  special  meetings  must  be  called  by  published  notices  in  the 
Orthodox  Congregational  weekly  newspapers  of  Boston,  at  least  one  week  previous.  Twenty 
members  shall  be  necessary  to  a  quorum  at  any  meeting. 

Art.  VI.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  annual  meeting  bv  a  vote  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  present,  public  notice  having  been  given  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  alteration 
in  the  call  for  the  mceti^. 


BY-LAWS. 

I.  Annual  Mbbting.  The  exerdses  shall  be :  (i)  Prayer,  (a)  Hearing  reports  of  Directors 
and  other  officers  having  reports  to  make.  (3)  Action  upon  such  reports  requiring  action.  (4) 
£lection  of  officers.    (5)  Such  other  business  as  may  properly  be  done. 

II.  DiRSCTORS.  The  Directors:  ^i)  shall  fix  their  own  times  of  meeting  and  the  method  of 
calling  those  meetings;  (2)  may  appoint  and  regulate  a  public  meeting  of  the  Association  for 
anniversary  purjxMes  whenever  deemed  expedient ;  (a)  at  their  first  meeting  after  appointment 
shall  by  ballot  choose  a  Chairman  for  the  year,  ana  (on  nomination  of  a  committee  of  three 
appointed  by  the  Chair)  a  Finance  Committee,  a  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Congregational 
House,  and  a  Librarv  Committee  —  each  of  three  members — to  serve  for  the  year,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  oe  appointed ;  (4)  shall,  upon  advice  of  the  Finance  Committee,  order  the 
disposal  of  all  moneys  beloneing  to  the  Association  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer;  upon  advice  of 
the  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Congregational  House,  establish  the  rent-roll,  and  general  disposal 
of  the  renting  and  care  of  that  building ;  and  upon  advice  of  the  Library  Committee,  fix  the  salary 
of  the  Librarian,  appoint  and  fix  the  salary  of  one  or  more  assistants,  and  in  general  take  order  for 
the  security,  growth,  and  best  usefulness  of  the  library ;  (5)  shall  make  report  of  their  doines  at 
each  annual  meeting,  suggestin|^  to  the  Assodation  such  action  as  in  their  judgment  its  welfare 
may  require.  (6)  At  the  opening  of  each  Directors*  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  last  previous 
meeting  shall  be  read  and  approved,  and  a  docket  of  business,  which  has  been  preparea  by  the 
Secretary  in  conference  with  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  of  the  Directors,  shall  oe  presented 
and  pmceeded  upon. 

III.  Thb  Librarian.  The  Librarian:  (x)  shall  have  charge  of  the  library,  and  be  respon- 
sible for  its  care,  condition,  order,  and  due  erowth  ;  (3)  shall  cause  to  be  made  and  kept  for  use 
suitable  catalogues  of  its  contents ;  (3)  shall  give  such  aid  as  he  can  to  all  students  desiring  to 
pursue  investigations  therein  ;  (4)  shall  acknowledge  all  donations  by  note  addressed  to  the  donor ; 
(5)  shall  report  to  the  Directors,  whenever  requested,  or  he  may  deem  it  important,  all  donations 
and  additions,  and  to  the  Assodation  at  its  annual  meeting,  the  prindpal  accessions  of  the  year 
then  dosing,  with  any  suggestions  deemed  expedient  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  library  —  all  under 
the  direction  of  the  Library  Committee;  (6)  shall  be  held  personally  responsible  that  every  shutter, 
with  the  extra  doors,  be  shut  and  securely  fastened  when  the  library  is  dosed,  and  shall  never 
enter  the  room,  nor  allow  any  one  else  to  enter  it,  with  any  light  not  secured  within  a  lantern,  and 
shall  under  no  circumstances  allow  a  kerosene  or  spirit  lamp  to  be  taken  into  or  used  therein ;  (7) 
shall  be  present  in  the  library  himself,  or  by  an  assistant  approved  by  the  Library  Committee, 
during  the  hours  prescribed  for  its  being  open,  and  exercise  constant  vigilance  lest  the  libranr 
8u£Fer  from  untruf tworthy  persons ;  (8)  shall  have  power  to  exclude  any  person  proving  himseu 
unworthy  ;  ^9)  and  shall  keep  all  specially  valuable  Dooks,  manuscripts,  ana  curiosities  under  lock 
and  kev,  and  allow  them  to  be  consulted  only  in  his  presence,  or  that  of  his  assistant. 

IV.  Thb  Library,  (i)  No  book,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  or  other  artide  shall  be  loaned 
or  removed  from  the  library  —  except  for  binding  or  repair — without  the  written  permission  of 
the  Library  Committee ;  nor  shall  such  books  and  manuscripts  as  they  may  designate  be  loaned 
under  any  drcumstances.  On  his  own  personal  responsibility,  however,  the  Librarian  may  allow 
such  books  or  pamphlets  as  he  knows  can  be  easily  auplicated,  to  be  so  loaned  for  a  period  not  to 
exceed  ten  days.  (2)  All  books,  tracts,  manuscripts,  maps,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Association  shall 
be  distinctly  marked  as  its  property.  (3)  The  library  shall  be  open  on  all  week-days,  except  those 
of  public  observance,  during  such  hours  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Directors  upon  advice  of  the 
Library  Committee. 

V.  In  Gbnbral  All  previous  By-Laws  are  hereby  repealed ;  and  these  may  be  amended  at 
any  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  by  a  vote  of  two  tnirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 


ACT  OF   INCORPORATION 

CUUMONWKALTH  OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

/*  oil  Yt^  Ow  TKmiamJ  SiflU  HumlrtJ  aad  Fifl^/fm: 

Aa  ^cj  to  incwporaU  fix  Cim^n^^IjaQai  Libniy  AiHciaEiDC,  Ht  BoHon. 

m  H  tmtcoJ  H  lit  StmatamI Himr tf  !fffrttcmlti!<B,  it  Gnxrat Cuarl aim^tid.aMd l/f 

SkunifH  I.     Rulia  Aiuknun,  J<H>p)i  S.  Cbik.  Jolioi  A.  Pilmci,  tbiir  UKcutn  ind  me- 

Boaloa,  liv  tfw  Hirp«e  cJ  AUhJlAbiatf  And  pvrtxtiuline  k  li^nry  Df  ihc  rclieftKu  hfltory  xaH 
kntan  ol  Nt*  EBKtaBb  ud  tw  tlK  mclioii  of  a  luiSble  ^mS&at  fat  the  aconnniidiriDD  uf 

■B  ilM  duka,  nunetiaahi  (sd  IbhiMrin  Kt  Conli  ia  Uk  (Drty-founh  du^ui  of  the  Rcued 

Sk.  >.  SaMai'*(n>i«iBiyluUrHl  oc  pnwul  HDte.  oecewuy  and  CDonnLent  (n  dw 
■■nil—  ifort— iil^  tu  An  tfBinaBt  mx  cxcvvdinf ,  in  tbc  whole,  *ms  hanclml  nod  &(ty  (hodqud 
Idlbn.  ill*  iiimine  olifnuf  thill  bt  dimted  Ri  the  doRBid  punican.    [Apnnmd  tnr  Ibe  Gst- 

Hwr,A|<«ll>,  I.V1 


laion.  I*  hcRbr  anthoiiied  u 

V:  huDdrtd  and  fifty  thoimDd  dnUira  in  uSdhioH 

horned  br  law  lo  hoU  ;  pruvulcd  tlur  bO  pdn  of 

U  MaR.  etctix  in  Ih«  purcbue  of  a  luiiaUe  silt,  and  the 

^iBfA  te'ttB  An  o<  IgmrpDntKia  pia^  April  Ixltth.  ia  £e^wi  elchreen   hnodnd  ud 

'—   -     i^--  —  ■'■-''  — *-  -«— ■  ' — '  •'— t  iu  punge.    lAptKovcd  bi  Ihe  Gortraoe, 


e  fonnTejBlional  Library  AHoditioii  it  heieby  aolhoriitd  to  change  ili 

lion  u>  the  wwert  hrretofore  granted  said  corporatioa.  it  la  htreby  authoriipd 
vprumotelhe  inleresl  uf  CongregatioujJ  chutctl»  —  by  pubii^bing  wotiu;  bj 
lEid  peinjiiiary  lid  ti>  pdjishe^  ehurchei,  and  SabbaEh-whaolf ;   prp«nating 

t  ^b^iU  take  edtctou  it3  |4Aiigc.    [Approv-Al  by  the  Govcruot,  May  lo,  1SO4.J 


CONSTITUTION. 

AKTinA  I.    The  name  of  ihia  body  shall  be  the  Axkbich-i  CoNiiii 

AnT.  II.    The  ob)c<;l  of  Ihii  AtsocLilioii  thall  be  id  secure  ihe  m 

BiHtan.  o(  a  CoNuKBi.ATioNAL  Hi>ii-ai,  for  the  ineeiimnoC  the  budy.   .._ „ „  ._ 

Ubrary.  aiid  lor  tile  futthetanci  of  111  seneral  puipom ;  10  found  and  perpetuaie  a  [ibiary  <A  boalis, 

promote  the  generil  intere^ls  of  (he  Conerefaliona}  churches. 

AirT.  111.     Tfii' A'*o™iioH  ihaJI  beconxi>j*ed  of  Orthodoa  Coogre^tioDalisia,  i>ho,  having 
bccD  DomiDated  by  tfie  B^vd  of  Direcioci,  ihall  lUTe  been  admitted  to  mcmbenhip  by  ballot  al 
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BUSINESS   MEETING. 

Pursuant  to  the  usual  published  notice,  the  adjourned  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association,  its  fortieth,  was  held  June  5,  1893,  in 
Pilgrim  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.m.,  Vice-President  Samuel  Johnson 
in  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  B.  F.  Hamilton. 
Inasmuch  as  the  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting  had  been 
printed  and  circulated,  the  reading  of  them  was  waived.  The 
record  of  the  meeting  held  on  May  30  was  read  and  approved. 

Action  then  was  taken  on  the  question  whether  to  accept  an 
act  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  Chapter  Thirty-eight  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  approved  February  21,  1893,  authorizing  an  in- 
crease of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Association  by  adding  thereto  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $500,000,  permitting  the  investment  in  real  and 
personal  estate  of  such  portion  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  and 
convenient,  and  taking  effect  upon  its  passage,  and  the  act  was 
accepted  unanimously. 

Messrs.  Lane,  Quint,  and  Strong  then  were  appointed  by  the 
Chair  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
While  they  were  deliberating,  the  election  of  new  members  was 
taken  up,  and  the  persons  upon  the  list  recommended  by  the 
Directors  were  chosen.     They  are : 


John  R.  Ham,  M.D.     . 

Dover,  N.H 

Rkv.  F.  W.  Merrick    . 

Boston. 

George  P.  Morris 

Boston. 

Joseph  H.  Towne 

Salem. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Barton 

Boston. 

Rev.  C.  £.  Sumner 

Spencer. 

Rev.  Irving  Meredith 

Lexington. 

FORTIETH   REPORT 


OF    THE 


American  Congregational  Association. 


On  this  fortieth  birthday  of  our  Association  it  is  fitting  that 
we  take  a  backward  look  and  ascertain  the  line  of  direction  which 
may  condition  and  promote  our  future  progress. 

1863—1863. 

This  Association  was  born  almost  at  the  very  spot  where  Bos- 
ton began  its  life.     There  is  still  standing  on  that  historic  Spring 
Lane,  which  is  now  undergoing  such  extensive  reconstruction,  a 
plain  building,  long  since  surrendered  to  the  demands  of  trade 
but  bearing  on  its  front  the  inscription,  in  solid  granite  letters,  "  Old 
South  Chapel."     Hither,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  May,  1853,  came 
a  large  assemblage  of  ministers  and  laymen  to  add  to  the  constel- 
lation of  Anniversary  Week  one  more  star,  the  Congregational 
library  Association,  for  thus  our  Society  was  called  during  the  first 
eleven  years  of  its  existence.     Here,  also,  seven  of  the  first  twelve 
annual  meetings  were  held. 

The  beginnings  of  the  enterprise  were  sufficiently  humble, 
li^e  membership  was  fixed  at  one  dollar,  and  the  enthusiastic  hope 
^expressed  in  the  first  annual  report  that  a  fund  of  $70,000 
^d  be  collected  in  this  way  from  70,000  male  members  of  Con- 
pegational  churches  throughout  the  United  States.  The  result 
^  somewhat  different.  The  entire  income  for  the  first  year  was 
^5^  from  584  members  —  evidently  some  one  had  been  guilty  of 
potting  in  a  five-dollar  bill.  The  rent  of  a  single  room  in  Tremont 
Temple,  with  furniture  and  incidentals,  consumed  all  but  $150  of 
^  sum.  The  second  year  brought  in  $297  from  297  members, 
^d  dosed  with  a  balance  of  $73.81  due  the  Treasurer,  but  as  his 
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On  this  fortieth  birthday  of  our  Association  it  is  fitting  that 
we  take  a  backward  look  and  ascertain  the  line  of  direction  which 
may  condition  and  promote  our  future  progress. 

1853—1863. 

This  Association  was  born  almost  at  the  very  spot  where  Bos- 
ton began  its  life.  There  is  still  standing  on  that  historic  Spring 
Lane,  which  is  now  undergoing  such  extensive  reconstruction,  a 
plain  building,  long  since  surrendered  to  the  demands  of  trade 
but  bearing  on  its  front  the  inscription,  in  solid  granite  letters,  "Old 
South  Chapel."  Hither,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  May,  1853,  came 
a  large  assemblage  of  ministers  and  laymen  to  add  to  the  constel- 
lation of  Anniversary  Week  one  more  star,  the  Congregational 
Library  Association,  for  thus  our  Society  was  called  during  the  first 
eleven  years  of  its  existence.  Here,  also,  seven  of  the  first  twelve 
annual  meetings  were  held. 

The  beginnings  of  the  enterprise  were  sufficiently  humble. 
Life  membership  was  fixed  at  one  dollar,  and  the  enthusiastic  hope 
was  expressed  in  the  first  annual  report  that  a  fund  of  $70,000 
would  be  collected  in  this  way  from  70,000  male  members  of  Con- 
gregational churches  throughout  the  United  States.  The  result 
was  somewhat  different.  The  entire  income  for  the  first  year  was 
$589  from  584  members  —  evidently  some  one  had  been  guilty  of 
putting  in  a  five-dollar  bill.  The  rent  of  a  single  room  in  Tremont 
Temple,  with  furniture  and  incidentals,  consumed  all  but  $150  of 
this  sum.  The  second  year  brought  in  $297  from  297  members, 
and  closed  with  a  balance  of  $73.81  due  the  Treasurer,  but  as  his 


name  was  Alpheua  Hardy  the  outlook  was  not  specially  j 
The  third  year  yielded  $63  from  sixty-three  members,  and  left 
nearly  $400  due  Mr.  Hardy.  At  the  end  of  the  first  decade  the 
annual  report  contains  the  following  statement:  "Life  members 
have  sent  in  each  his  dollar  and  one  individual  has  given  three 
dollars." 

The  Library,  as  well  as  the  finances,  began  at  the  little  end  of 
the  horn,  with  fifty-six  books,  the  property  of  our  predecessor  of 
the  same  name  which  merged  its  existence  in  our  own.  Tfuft  Con- 
gregational Library  Association  started  in  1851  with  an  informal 
gathering  on  Andover  Hill  in  the  study  of  Professor  Park,  whose 
eloquent  sermon  before  (he  Pastoral  Association  in  1844  was  one 
of  the  most  potent  springs  of  the  new  movement.  Most  fitlingly, 
therefore,  the  sermon  at  our  tirst  anniversary  in  1854  was  preached 
by  Professor  Park.  Such  an  annual  public  assembly,  with  services 
including  a  sermon,  was  continued  for  eight  years,  ceasing  amid  the 
storm  and  slrife  of  the  civil  war.  Another  feature  originally  pro- 
vided for  in  the  By-Laws  was  a  festival  during  Annix'ersary  Week. 
This  was  faithfully  and  brilliantly  carried  out  in  1S54,  but  never  at- 
tempted again.  The  reason  for  this  unconstitutional  omission  may 
perhaps  be  gathered  from  Mr.  Hardy's  second  report,  as  follows: 
"To  sundry  bills  for  collation  in  Faneuil  Hall,  $709;  by  cash 
received  from  sundry  gentlemen  for  the  collation,  $670."  The  By- 
Laws  were  subsequently  amended  to  conform  to  the  facts. 

The  original  society  which  met  from  1851  to  1853  had  done 
little  to  justify  its  name.  Its  meetings  were  devoted  to  essays  and 
discussions,  but  the  inspiring  ideas  of  a  great  collection  of  the 
memorials  of  New  England's  fathers  and  founders,  and  of  a  worthy 
building  to  enshrine  them,  remained  for  the  future  to  develop. 
The  new  Association  was  heartily  enlisted  in  both  these  causes. 
In  its  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Clark,  it  had  an 
earnest  and  faithful  advocate,  who  left  no  means  untried  to  bring 
the  project  home  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  Congregationalists 
everywhere.  He  was  ably  supported  by  such  leaders  as  Rufus 
Anderson,  Julius  A.  Palmer,  .A.  C.  Thompson,  .Alpheus  Hardy,  and 
Hcnrj'  ^L  Dexter.  The  Library  grew  from  year  to  year  by  the 
voluntary  gifts  of  friends:  old  garrets  were  ransacked;  books, 
pamphlets,  and  manuscripts  soon  filled  to  overflowing  the  small, 
sepulchral    quarters    in    Tremont    Temple.     From    the    first,    Dr. 


Anderson  and  others  had  believed  that  the  Association  should 
embrace  in  its  scope  the  erection  of  a  building  not  only  for  a 
Library,  but  for  the  work  of  our  benevolent  societies.  It  is  hard 
for  those  not  then  on  the  stage  to  realize  that  these  societies  were 
scattered  in  different  buildings,  with  none  of  the  centripetal  force 
which  inheres  in  the  very  name  Congregational  House.  The 
project  of  such  a  house,  however,  met  with  a  singular  succession 
of  rebuffs  and  delays ;  as  one  reads  the  records  he  marvels  that  it 
ever  achieved  any  measure  of  success.  In  1855  Tremont  Temple 
was  offered  for  sale,  and  in  all  probability  would  have  passed  into 
our  hands  had  not  the  Baptist  Association,  which  had  been  main- 
taining worship  there,  obtained  successive  postpK)nements  of  the 
sale  until  they  were  able  to  secure  its  possession.  In  1857  the 
Jackson  estate  on  Chauncy  Street  (one  third  the  area  of  our  pres- 
ent property)  was  purchased  by  our  Association,  and  became  the 
headquarters  of  the  Library  and  of  some  of  the  benevolent  socie- 
ties. The  price  paid  was  $25,000,  most  of  this  sum  being  bor- 
rowed, in  full  expectation  that  loyal  Congregationalists  would 
quickly  subscribe  a  sufficient  amount  to  put  (he  Association  on  its 
feet.  But  the  faithful  appeals  of  Dr.  Clark  encountered  from  the 
great  majority  a  dead  weight  of  indifference,  while  others  were 
opposed  to  the  idea  that  Congregationalists  should  do  anything 
that  might  look  sectarian.  There  quickly  followed  the  financial 
crash  of  1857,  whereby  our  cause  was  left  on  its  back  instead  of 
its  feet.  In  the  better  times  that  came  after,  efforts  to  cancel  the 
indebtedness  were  renewed.  Now  came  the  war  of  1861-65,  and, 
while  our  people  maintained  with  liberality  the  great  benevolent 
societies,  they  had  nothing  to  spare  for  such  an  outside  luxury  as 
a  Congregational  House  appeared  to  them.  Before  throwing  stones 
at  our  brethren  of  those  days,  we  do  well  to  remember  similar 
experiences  in  recent  times.  It  was  widely  believed  and  has  been 
publicly  stated  that  the  severe  labors  in  this  cause  undertaken  by 
Dr.  Clark,  and  consequent  on  the  failure  of  a  general  and  hearty 
cooperation  by  the  churches,  hastened  if  they  did  not  cause  his 
lamented  decease  in  1861. 

When  Dr.  Langworthy,  who  succeeded  to  the  same  office,  pre- 
sented his  report  for  1863  the  balance  against  the  treasury  was 
more  than  $20,000.  Meanwhile  the  Library  had  grown  to  3,500 
books  and  some  unknown  thousands  of  pamphlets ;   but  both  it 


Id 


and  the  societies  were  poorly  accommodated,  since  Ihe  only  pnio  " 
ticable  way  that  opened  to  tide  over  the  crisis  was  by  renii 
best  rooms  in  the  building  for  city  offices. 

So  ended  the  first  of  the  four  decades  we  are  reviewini 


fing. 


1863- 


1873. 


In  1864  the  charier  of  the  Association  was  amended,  changing 
its  name  to  ihe  American  Congregational  Association  and  enlar- 
ging its  powers.  It  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  thotigh 
the  name  was  changed  the  Society  was  not;  whereas  in  1853  the 
opposite  change  had  occurred  —  a  new  organization  had  been 
formed,  retaining  the  name  of  a  distinct  and  different  society. 
Thus  it  is  that  we  go  back  forty  rather  than  forty-two  years  for 
the  dale  of  our  foundation. 

The  period  of  the  war  brought  one  difficuliy  of  a  peculiar 
kind  which  affected  ihe  Library  project.  Though  the  mills  of  God 
grind  slowly,  the  mills  of  men  grind  swiftly  when  paper  sells  at 
five  cents  a  pound.  People  searched  their  garrets  with  a  new 
motive;  barrel  after  barrel  of  precious  historical  material,  which 
would  have  found  its  true  place  in  a  collection  illustrating  Pilgrim 


and  Puritan  faith   and  life,  ' 
its  appropriate  message. 
Notwithstanding  all 
ciation  went  bravely  on. 
s  financial  agent. 


insformed  as  to  lose  forever 

ragements  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
5  Rev.  A.  P.  Marvin  was  employed 
,nd  a  half  he  gave  his  whole  time 
to  the  soliciting  of  subscriptions  from  churches  and  individuals. 
A  good  nucleus  for  the  building  fund  was  thus  secured.  The 
Jewish  proverb  "When  the  tale  of  bricks  is  doubled  then  comes 
Moses"  was  exemplified  in  the  administration  of  Dr.  Langworthy. 
With  energy,  faith,  and  zeal,  he  gradually  surmounted  every  hill  of 
difficulty.  When  first  appointed  his  work  was  with  the  American 
Congregational  Union,  but  after  1866  he  obtained  release  from 
this  service  and  thenceforth  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  Associa- 
tion as  Corresponding  Secretary,  Librarian,  and  Financial  Agent. 
Many  a  pastor  can  testify  to  his  earnest  persistence  as  he  pleaded 
for  one  fair  contribution  from  every  Congregational  church  to  the 
denominational  home,  or  as  he  searched  the  ministerial  study  for 
the  treasures  needed  in  the  Library.  These  bricks  had  to  be 
made  without  straw,  for  not  a  dollar  of  regular  receipts  could  be 


II 

diverted  from  interest  and  necessary  expenses  to  the  gathering  of 
literature.  As  time  went  on,  a  new  source  of  relief  was  presented. 
The  home  in  Chauncy  Street,  chosen  in  part  because  of  its  quiet 
surroundings,  had  slowly  been  reached  by  the  march  of  trade,  and 
in  1867  ^^  became  possible  to  dispose  of  the  property  (which  ten 
years  before  had  cost  $25,000)  for  $57,684.  The  sale  was  quickly 
accomplished ;  the  Association  rented  pleasant  rooms  at  No.  40 
Winter  Street,  and  again  attacked  the  problem  of  a  new  house  with 
the  courage  born  of  partial  success.  It  is  amusing,  as  well  as 
encouraging,  to  contrast  the  annual  reports  of  a  few  previous  years, 
printed  only  in  the  Congregational  Quarterly  and  filling  but  a 
page  or  two  of  fine  print,  with  the  truly  elegant  report  for  1867, 
issued  by  the  American  Congregational  Association,  and  by  far  the 
most  sumptuous  in  appearance  of  any  of  the  forty.  The  building 
fund  now  exceeded  $60,000,  and  for  the  first  time  since  the  disas- 
trous collation  in  1854  the  Treasurer's  balance  sheet  showed  a 
surplus. 

In  1870  Congregationalists  awoke  to  the  fact  that  the  year  of 
jubilee  had  come  —  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims.  A  national  convention  in  Chicago  resolved  to  gather  a 
memorial  offering  for  three  causes,  one  of  which  was  the  new 
Congregational  House.  Seldom  has  a  good  cause  been  more  vig- 
orously prosecuted.  The  70,000  male  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional churches  had  grown  to  100,000,  besides  200,000  females, 
who  were  by  no  means  neglected  in  the  daily  solicitation.  Circu- 
lars and  membership  blanks  by  the  thousand  were  issued  from 
No.  40  Winter  Street ;  pulpits  rang  with  appeals ;  the  denomina- 
tional organs  played  all  the  notes  in  their  register ;  conferences, 
associations,  and  conventions  were  plied  with  unanswerable  argu- 
ments ;  Pilgrim  Jubilee  medals  of  gold  and  silver  and  attractive 
subscription  books  were  offered  to  Sunday  schools  and  churches ; 
rich  men  were  begged  for  their  thousands,  while  the  poor  were 
instructed  to  withhold  not  the  smallest  fraction  of  a  dollar. 

It  must  be  said  for  our  denomination  that  among  the  other 
characteristics  of  a  great  body  it  possesses  the  habit  of  moving 
slowly.  It  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  its  eminent  dignity 
and  respectability  to  have  raised  the  needed  amount  in  a  single 
year.  But  an  equally  well-known  trait  of  the  successors  of  the 
Puritans  and  Pilgrims  is   the    determined    grip   of  an   inflexible 


perseverance.  By  May,  1871,  some  Jjg.ooo  in  contributions  had 
becD  accumulated,  and  enough  more  in  subscriptions  and  pledges 
to  make  a  full  $100,000.  On  ilie  strength  of  this  the  Somerset 
Club  House  and  the  adjoining  Gardner  House  were  purchased 
for  {394,000  and  mortgaged  for  $200,000.  The  necessary  alter- 
ations were  planned  with  the  strictest  economy,  and  a  separate 
fire-proof  building  for  the  Library  was  sketched,  the  entire  cost 
of  alteration  and  addition  being  $130,000,  So  that  $425,000  were 
needed,  while  the  actual  assets  at  the  annua!  meeting  amounted 
to  but  $159,000,  It  was  much,  however,  to  have  secured  a  cen- 
tral and  commodious  site  for  the  long-needed  Congregational 
House,  and  throughout  the  remaining  two  years  of  this  busy 
decade  the  canvass  was  pushed  with  the  greatest  vigor.  Time 
would  fail  lo  describe  the  obstacles  in  the  way;  it  seemed  as 
though  the  Adversary  had  received  a  special  permission  to  defeat 
the  project  if  possible.  The  great  Chicago  fire  in  1871  resulted 
in  importunate  appeals  from  the  Congregational  churches  and 
Theological  Seminary  in  that  city  ;  the  epizootic  scourge  in  1871 
reduced  by  nearly  half  the  receipts  of  the  Ladies'  Congregational 
Fair,  and  was  followed  immediately  by  the  most  extensive  fire  in 
the  history  of  Boston;  higher  rates  of  insurance  at  once  became 
necessary,  and  a  sharp  monetary  stringency  approached.  And  yet 
the  sanctified  common  sense  which  is  synonymous  with  Congre- 
gationalism perceived  the  absurdity  of  throwing  away  what  had 
been  already  gained,  and  the  noble  benevolence  and  personal  in- 
fluence of  a  few  individuals  (among  whom  it  may  not  be  invidious 
to  recall  the  names  of  Ezra  Farnsworth,  Edward  S,  Tobey,  Samuel 
D.  Warren,  John  Field,  and  D.  N.  SkilHngs)  secured  a  gratifying 
increase  of  contributions  for  those  two  years.  Although  the  As- 
sociation had  put  the  word  American  in  its  name,  and  had  sent 
its  appeals  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  more  than 
two  thirds  of  all  the  donations  came  from  Boston  and  vicinity.  Of 
the  $i(),ooo  acknowledged  in  iSjr,  $[8,000  is  credited  to  Massa- 
chusetts ;  of  the  ?5S,ooo  in  1872,  Massachusetts  gave  $49,000  ; 
and  of  the  $36,000  in  1873,  $30,000  came  from  the  old  Bay  State. 
By  February,  1S73,  the  reconstructed  buildings  had  become  the 
Congregational  House  essentially  as  we  see  it  today;  and  on  the 
twelfth  of  that  month  the  services  of  dedication  in  Pilgrim  Hall 
were  attended  by  ]nore  than  six  hundred  people.     Thus  the  close 
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of  the  second  decade,  the  middle  of  the  period  reviewed,  found 
the  Association  in  a  home  of  its  own. 

1873—1883. 

In  spite  of  the  general  rejoicings  at  this  consummation,  and  the 
esprit  de  corps  arising  from  the  union  of  our  forces  under  one  roof, 
the  outlook  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  decade  was  far  from 
cheering.  The  general  confusion  and  readjustment  consequent 
on  the  Boston  fire  prevented  for  a  long  time  the  full  occupancy 
of  the  Congregational  House.  A  further  mortgage  of  $50,000  be- 
came necessary  at  once.  The  threatening  weather  in  the  general 
business  of  the  country  developed  into  the  panic  of  the  autumn  of 
1873;  the  gifts  of  the  churches  for  the  year  ending  May,  1874, 
shrank  to  about  $1,500;  and  very  little  was  received  from  individ 
uals,  with  one  signal  exception  to  be  immediately  noticed.  The 
funds  available  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Congregational  House 
had  permitted  the  addition  of  a  solid  brick  structure  for  the  Library 
but  had  not  sufficed  to  fit  up  the  interior,  which  remained  for  some 
time  a  wall  and  nothing  more.  The  Library  itself  meantime  was 
stored  in  the  attic  and  in  the  rooms  adjoining  Pilgrim  Hall,  in 
imminent  danger  from  fire.  Some  of  us  remember  how  the  sym- 
pathizing visitors  used  to  be  wrought  upon  by  a  sight  of  that  prison- 
like interior,  it  being  hoped  that  a  bow  drawn  at  a  venture  might 
bring  the  sum  requisite  for  its  completion.  No  such  chance  hap^ 
pened ;  but  through  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  personal  efforts 
of  two  clergymen  a  wealthy  layman  in  Brimfield,  Mass.,  Samuel 
A.  Hitchcock,  was  induced  to  bestow  for  this  laudable  object 
$25,000,  the  largest  sum  ever  received  by  the  Association.  Most 
appropriately,  Mr.  Hitchcock's  portrait  adorns  the  Library,  and  his 
name  at  the  entrance  gives  it  its  designation  of  Hitchcock  Hall. 

The  work  of  changing  this  hall  into  its  present  convenient 
and  beautiful  form  consumed  much  time,  and  it  was  not  until 
Forefathers'  Day,  1874,  that  the  dedication  took  place,  with  ap- 
propriate speeches  and  ceremonies.  The  Association  at  last  had 
a  local  habitation  for  both  the  main  objects  contemplated  in  its 
charter.  The  growth  of  the  Library  had  been  steady  and  rapid ; 
remarkably  so,  when  it  is  considered  that  no  appropriation  had 
ever  been  made  by  the  Association  for  its  increase.     At  the  time 


til  iht  dt<(hcxrNni  it  nvmbcred  aboni  i6,ooo  volumes,  besides  i 
ItlirnK^  >nd  s  moch  ^rcKier  number  of  pamphlels  and  periodua 
M  thin  (ine  tbcae  acnesMocu  had  been  jusi  ten  years  oof 
TtM-  nAfiHml  a*f*  of  His%  Man-  E.  Stone,  the  Assistant  Librarii 
Whtw  tnvalu^lc  sernna  haw  nerer  been  remitted,  if  Dr.  Lat 
■mart^  wm  Ac  «iiHtom  pwidei  who  bfooghl  home  treasures  n 
md  »M,  )m»  Shne  «u  iIk  tuihfal  housekeeper  who  knew  ihl 
«))  3f(  «MM,  Mid  ja^JHBrf  Aem  witk  methodical  precision.  T 
wiqirtiMm  'id  a  bbMiac  nganM  »  practically  Are-proof  o« 
mmy  t»i  fek  to  intrust  the  literature  Jn  tb 
7«nmteli «»  te  ijumi^fi  So  Ac  crowrh  went  on  steadily  till 
Urn  «MI  «l  ilfar  ^UB■ie^  m  iSS^.  the  total  utimber  of  volumes, 

c«  Ae  fawscial  side  wis   less  assured.     T 
4nm!»  Ata  «t  »igM— B^  »»   imeresi  ai  seven    per  cent,  hu 
JtlHwn  -dbm  *e  wttk  •!  tbe  Association.     In  1876  t 
Ml  Ami  cf  OHtem  eipenses  by  about  $i,ot 
«f  4lljll!^  OMiiMnd  aad  {(vw  wufse  until  the  middle 
lAft  ^teodlk  ik  aVlS.  «bM,  wmA^  tbroogb   the  earnest  efloi 
pii/Ut  4hMt  IftmiAAi'iC.  Sl»-  Warpea.  and  of  the  present   Presidei 
.x-ijcuitij  .-i  f  ^-  •■?'t  -t:  ired.  and  a  lower  ta 

*C  J»i».*»c  M  Jht  «i;*r^vi*'--  *    ■    -  ■     '"  '**'"  ""^^  *°   ' 

««■.  -   _    .    .!nd    someiinies 

■.X-  ;  .._,.;:::  mongage  throu] 
:■>»  'n.iMni  TVii*  ■«•>&.  T-n.  ^vtn  r^\  when  the  thirtieth  anni 
XfArt-i  «<cx  ■*«•?«■  fat> J.  :1*  \««  .3,V'-ij  hid  just  been  ppid  on  i 
W/..>-»wu»*<xJ<  •■oillM:  mw^ts*?*-.  tai  :li*  Association  stood,  so  f 
ta  fOii^i^tfita  ivt  »o«(,-n«Ot  w'Swe  k  ?:«od  leu  years  before,  owir 
'AUL  ^  w  «<«»  Sl-.v.  .wl  Ite  n  t«altlT  ibc  ten  \-ears  register 
k  \ii,-v4ikiu  i<t.lt  \  jolor^  ^dOA.YC^fe  lite  sswxess ;  the  \-isible  un! 
vt  V  ■.Mi|(M[^.vi>Mr^lM»  tM  '^«^■vuw  a  Kcoaplished  fact.  T 
ittMi^UtoL  <.vitiit>h«(KV  v-c  •  >,-iutsf  iKiX-wsfcip  between  the  societi 
teo  vJ#«  tv  *ASt^t  t*.t;  ;*<  w"vecr*n  pttcxke  could  ever  hare  pi 
V.u.'eti.  ^VM.->%*irf^>.  O  ^uiof  W"  i  iownw^anl  jrrade  of  motion  t 
'KwJ  3>ji«i.ii*%i  ^KT.*a  i*i  riiafced  back  to  its  focm 
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1883—1893. 

The  most  memorable  event  of  the  last  decade  occurred  in  the 
middle  of  the  period  —  the  removal  of  Dr.  Langworthy  by  death  in 
1888.  At  the  previous  anniversary  in  May,  1887,  he  had  completed 
twenty-five  years  of  continuous  service,  not  only  as  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  and  Librarian,  to  which  offices  he  was  annually 
elected,  but  also  as  Financial  Agent,  Assistant  Treasurer,  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Congregational  House.  Though  past  the 
age  of  fourscore,  he  consented  to  remain  at  his  post  until  a  suc- 
cessor could  be  found,  which  proved  to  be  only  one  month  before 
his  decease.  The  devotion  which  he  manifested  thus  in  life  is  to 
bear  perpetual  fruit  for  the  Congregational  Library  through  the 
noble  bequest  of  $10,000,  which  will  soon  pass  under  our  care. 

"  I  must  claim,"  said  Dr.  Langworthy  in  parting  from  his  asso- 
ciates, "that  the  work  has  had  whatever  was  available  in  me.  It 
has  absorbed  my  day  thoughts  and  my  very  night  dreams.  From 
the  beginning  I  regarded  it  as  my  last  earthly  work,  and  it  quickly 
became  my  tenderly  loved  work." 

This  closing  period  of  ten  years  has  also  witnessed  the  depar- 
ture from  the  scenes  of  time  of  many  another  of  those  long  asso- 
ciated in  this  enterprise ;  among  whom  are  Edward  S.  Tobey  and 
Samuel  D.  Warren,  whose  successive  presidencies  covered  more 
than  half  of  our  history ;  Ezra  Farnsworth,  the  invaluable  Chairman 
of  the  Building  Committee,  without  whom  in  all  probability  the  proj- 
ect of  a  Congregational  House  could  not  have  come  to  fruition; 
John  O.  Means,  Henry  M.  Dexter,  and  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  of  the 
Library  Committee ;  and  Charles  A.  Richardson,  of  the  House 
Committee. 

But  though  the  workers  die  the  work  goes  on.  The  Con- 
gregational House  is  yearly  demonstrating  its  indispensable 
character,  and  yearly  increasing  its  value  in  every  sense  of  that 
term.  It  is  of  no  mean  advantage  as  a  social  center  of  the  de- 
nomination, where  friend  meets  friend,  and  plans  for  various 
branches  of  Christian  work  are  compared  and  consummated ;  it  is 
the  focus  of  great  benevolent  operations  that  include  not  only 
America  but  the  world.  The  very  ground  which  it  covers  is  con- 
stantly appreciating  in  value.  Moreover,  the  outlay  for  interest, 
which  twenty  years  ago  amounted  annually  to  $17,500,  is  now  less 


than  $7,000;  the  debt  having  been  reduced  from  faso.ooo  10 
$165,000,  and  the  rate  of  interest  from  seven  to  four  per  cent. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  during  all  these  years  that 
Coiigregationalists  have  failed  to  proinoie  the  objects  of  this 
Association  through  their  testamentary  gifts;  t)ul  already  the  lide 
seems  to  have  turned.  A  legacy  of  $3,000  was  acknowledged  in 
the  last  annual  report,  and  four  others  of  which  notice  has  been 
received  (including  Dr.  Langworthy's)  amount  in  all  to  $28,000. 

A  subject  of  frequent  and  earnest  discussion  during  tlie  past 
ten  years  has  been  the  sale  or  the  enlargement  or  the  entire  recon- 
struction of  the  Congregational  House. 

Strong  arguments  have  been  found  and  weighed  on  both  sides 
of  all  these  questions  ;  but  the  whole  subject  is  so  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  the  present  membership  that  the  Directors  need  only 
remind  you  how  uniformly  of  late  their  careful  examinations  have 
strengthened  the  conviction  that  the  next  step  in  fulfilling  the 
objects  of  our  existence  as  a  society  is  to  pull  down  the  old  part  of 
this  building  and  erect  in  its  place  a  grand  and  noble  structure  which 
shall  illustrate  and  stimulaie  our  Congregational  life.  The  past 
year,  however,  has  introduced  a  new  com  plication.  The  Directors 
had  considered  plans  for  such  a  house,  and  were  endeavoring  to 
collect  the  necessary  funds,  when  they  encountered  the  new  build- 
ing laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  forbid  the  erection  of  houses 
above  a  certain  relative  height.  This  interfered  with  the  contem- 
plated plan,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  put  a  veto  upon 
some  other  plan  which  might  result  in  a  building  even  more  worthy 
of  the  denomination  and  sufficiently  capacious  for  all  practical  needs. 
The  normal  growth  of  our  benevolent  societies  requires  more  room 
than  they  have  at  present,  but  an  immense  building,  with  a  hundred 
offices  to  rent  above  what  is  needed  for  their  work,  is  not  a 
necessity  and  may  not  be  the  wisest  economy.  At  all  events,  our 
faith  and  courage  should  be  strengthened  in  view  of  the  varied  ob- 
stacles, to  all  appearance  insurmountable,  that  have  been  over- 
come tjy  our  predecessors. 

The  reduction  of  debt  in  the  past  twelvemonth  amounted 
to  Si, goo;  of  this,  $1,500  is  a  repayment  of  two  sums  long  due  to 
the  Congregational  Library;  the  rest,  $1,000,  was  applied  to  a  re- 
duction of  the  mortgage  held  by  the  Provident  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings.    An  unusual  outlay  for  repairs  and  insurance  has    left    for 


this  redodioo  less  tbaa  vns  hoped  for.  bo:  doabckss  die  legacses 
referred  to  wiH  enable  as  henceforth  :o  imrrow  og  car  record. 

One  of  the  most  so^id  sonrces  :4  ^ratincarfoQ  as  ««  reriew 
the  past  is  the  cooscan:  growth  and  e^eeacy  -jf  the  Coagrega- 
tional  Librarr.  In  iSSS  a  second  AssLSact  Librarian  was  secured. 
In  1S85  ^^  nnaber  of  vtKcmes  passed  the  25.=oo  mark  :  in  1S91  it 
amounted  to  jo^oool  The  presesr  nomber  b  31.795.  of  which  926 
were  added  last  3near.  The  pampUets^  whose  number  used  to  be 
much  OTerestimated,  a  moan:  :o  57.14^:  added  lasc  year.  S04. 
Besdes  these,  1,726  cnboond  numbers  o:  periodicals  were  added, 
making  the  total  37.567.  The  Librarr  also  conrains  many  por- 
traits, engraTings.  relics,  etc 

Even  more  imponan:  ihan  ibe  qiiandtj  is  :he  qualin*  of  our 
collection.  This  has  been  greailT  improTed  by  a  change  of  poticy 
which  the  Directors  innodoced  sear  ibe  close  of  Dr.  Langwonhy's 
administration.  This  ssew  sys^m  makes  a  direct  approprlarioa 
eadi  vear  for  the  zrowth  of  zbt  Librarr.  Bezis^iaz  »i'b  $zz<x.  :he 
amount  has  been  gradtially  increased  :o  51.25  c.  I:  vis  Dr.  La::g- 
worthy's  frequent  lament  that  th«  Librarr  was  weak  where  it  o-.ight 
to  be  strongest,  namely,  in  tie  ro:>ks  and  paTiphleis  tbat  embxiy 
the  earlv  historr  and  literature  o-z  Conz:ieza:ior2lism.  Br  means 
of  the  annual  appr>prlati>a  we  are  charging  all  that,  and  unless 
some  unlooked  for  retren-dnnent  sh-*jld  intericne  we  shall  even- 
tually be  as  strong  is  tbe  early  as  in  th*  later  li:cra:ure  of  oar  three 
hundred  years.  Since  tbe  last  report  a  special  collection  of  this 
early  literature  has  bexz,  designated  as  the  Alien  Collecrlon.  in 
memory  of  Ebenezer  .\lden,  M.D..  who  bequeathed  Jfcc  to  the 
Library. 

Besides  this  chief  deparn;ent  many  others  are  germ  me  :o  the 
purposes  of  the  Congregational  Li'-rir..  ar.  1  ire  fiirlv  well  repre- 
sented. In  periodical  literat-re.  both  pas:  ^r.i  zzti^zi^  the  Lihrirr 
b  remarkably  wcE  fumisbed.  Cn-rch  mir. -ils.  ettlesiis::^;^!  m  n- 
utes,  and  all  manr«r  of  repors  a-d  stitliti^  ih-o-r.d  :  while  t:wn 
and  state  histories  and  ^enealopgiers.  ^hich  often  c^ntai-  valui:  e 
ecclesiastical  materia!.  511  5<:vcral  5cct:cr.s  >f  the  Li'iriry. 

Biography,  theo>>gT.  sociolo^..  ir. d  B:  ./litil  littrit-re  ire  izt- 
portant  branches  —  tbe  two  las:  of  whic-.,  esp-e:  i  ly.  re:e:  e  :res:i 
and  frequent  additions,  although  the  greater  pit  :■:  the  ipprrprli- 
tion  b  expended  upon  early  Con^'re^i::'-,nal  md  related  literimr*. 


Ftiendi  of  the  Aaaodation  can  do  excellent  senrice  by  | 
ipiotl  pottnila  at  enunent  Coogregatioaalists,  like  ib«  Matfaen  ■ 
Cotums  and  Bdwwdses  of  past  generations.  It  is  iaspinng  as  be 
hcrid  t)w  silnt  tacea  xhM  already  look  down  upon  us  from  the  0d 
<fie9 — Hopkins  and  Emmons,  Beecher  and  tCirlc,  and  otben  d 
the  good  and  grtac  If  our  fony  years  had  accomplisbed  nothini 
Botv  thut  to  accuntulate  and  set  in  order  the  contents  of  the  Coo 
gr«gatioiuU  Library  they  would  have  well  repaid  the  toil  and  cool 
•ad  ucrific*  involved.  A  growing  company  of  Christiao  scbolant 
•Specially  ChriMiaa  mini»te»,  already  prize  these  treasures  wfaid 
U4  freely  open  to  their  researches,  and  future  generations  will  find 
them  incieosingty  vulttoble. 

Knowledge  is  power;  and  sacred  knowledge,  transmuted  bj 
«  living  faith  into  cvnaecnted  service,  b  tbe  n<Alest  of  all  power^ 
sines  tbefabjr  lb«  ehiMl««  of  tlw  Etng  otay  muufest  their  soashifii 


Donations  of  Books.  Pamphlets,  and  Magazines. 


AfflinWy  Hon.  Cnrics 

Alden,  Rtw.  tbemeam, 

Alden,  Rev.  Kdwwmd  K.,  D.D.,  Bntem 

Akzandcr,  Rev.  Walter  S.,  D.D.,  CaaAMUgt 
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Ametkan  Bible  Sodety,  New  York 

Ameikaui  Booid  of  CiiiiiiiMhini  i  §  far  1 
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Amencui  Colooiutinti  Society »  wasfanflooy  D.C. 

New  Yorl^  N.Y. 
I,  New  York,  N.Y.      . 
I  s  F  licBcl  Socielyy  New  York,  N.Y. 
Amerkan  Sandaj-Sdiool  Unkm,  New  York,  N.Y.       . 

Amherat  College,  Aoriierrt 

Andovcr  TTwological  Scariaary,  Andorer        .... 
Aobnm  TbeokiKica]  ScariMuy,  Anbora,  N.Y. 

Bacon,  Prof.  Charles  A.,  Bdoit,  Wis. 

Bacon,  Rer.  WHHam  F.,  Ifedford 

Bamain,  Thomai  R.,  New  Haves,  Ct. 

Barton,  Rev.  WnBam  E.,  Boaloa 

Beal,  Mrs.  Geoffge,  Marshficld 

Belcbertown,  Coogregatioiial  Chnrcfa 

Bennett,  Rer.  H.  S.,  Nashrille,  Tenn. 

Bizby,  Rev.  J.  P.,  Rererc 

Boston  AModated  Charities 

Boston,  Oty  of 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston  Univenity 

Bowdoin  College,  Branswick,  Me. 

Briggs,  L.  Vemoo,  Hanorer 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Brooks,  Rev.  Williain  H.,  D.D.,  Boston        .... 

Bmce,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  Satara,  India 

Baffak>  Historical  Society,  Baffak>,  N.Y 

Butler  Hospital,  Prondence,  R.I 

Cambrkige  Public  Ubrary 

Carleton  College,  Nortbfield,  Minn 

Carpenter,  Rer.  C.  C,  Andorer 

Carroll,  Henry  K.,  PlainfieM,  N.  J 

Carter,  Pres.  Franklin,  WOliamstown 

Century  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 

Chambers,  Rer.  T.  W.,  D.D.,  New  York,  N.Y.   . 

Chapman,  Rer.  Jacob,  Exeter,  N.H 

Chicago  Theolopcal  Seminary,  Chicago,  IlL  . 

Clapp,  JauBes  B.,  Boston 

Cobb,  Rer.  WHHam  H.,  D.D.,  Newton  Center,  newspapers 
Coit,  Rer.  Joshua,  Winchester,  2  MSS. 

Colby  UniTersity,  Waterville,  Me. 

Congregational  Sunday-School  and  Publishing  Society,  Boston 
Congregational  Union  of  Eng^od  and  Wales,  London 

Corey,  Deloraine  P.,  Maiden 

Cornell  UniTersity,  Ithaca,  N.Y 

Curtis,  Rer.  A.  W.,  Raleigh,  N.C 

Curtis,  Rev.  E.  D.,  Indianapolis,  lod. 
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VoU.      Pphs.      Mags. 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of 4 

MassachusetU  Historical  Sodfety,  Boston a 

Massachusetts  Horticnltunl  Society,  Boston 3 

Massachusetts  Humane  Society,  Boston i 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston 1 

Massachusetts  State  library,  Boston i 

McKenzie,  Rev.  Alexander,  D.D.,  Cambridge 2 

Mead,  Prof.  C.  M.,  Hartford,  Ct. 1 

Mears,  Rer  D.  O.,  D.D.,  Worcester 3 

Mendenhall,  T.  C,  Washington,  D.  C 1 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 3 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo i 

MenriU,  Rev.  C.  H.,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt i 

Michigan  Historical  Society  Lansing,  Mich. 3 

MinnesoU  Historical  Sodety,  St.  Paul,  Minn i               3 

Mooar,  Prof.  George,  D.D.,  Oakland,  CaL 3 

Moore,  Rev.  William  H.,  Hartford,  Ct 3 

Morgan,  George  H.,  St.  Louis,  Mo i 

Morse,  R.  C,  New  Yorit.  N.Y 1 

Mt.  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley 3 

Manger,  Rev.  T.  T.,  D.D.,  New  Haven,  Ct 4              13 

Nebraska  State  Historical  Society,  Lincoln,  Neb.         ....  i 

New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library i 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  IlL 1 

New  England  Hbtoric-Genealogical  Society,  Boston     ....  4 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.H 1 

Olivet  College,  Olivet,  Mich x 

Osborne,  Rev.  C  P.,  Fayetteville,  N.Y i 

Page,  Alfred  B.,  Boston 1 

Page,  Miss  M.  A.,  Atkinson,  N.H 8               3 

Parsons,  Rev.  E.  G.,  Dcrry,  N.H. 4 

Patton,  Rev.  C.  H.,  Westfield,  N.J i 

Pease,  Rev.  Theodore  C,  Maiden 8 

Peet,  Rev.  S.  D.,  Good  Hope,  111 2               6 

Peloubet,  Rev.  F.  N,  D.D.,  Aubumdale 2               8 

Perry,  Rev.  George  H.,  Kiowa,  Kan i 

Phillips,  Rev.  C.  H.,  Cummings,  N.D. i 

Pierce,  Mrs.  Edwin,  Newton 15 

Pinkerton  Academy,  Derry,  N.H. 2 

Poole,  William  F.,  Chicago,  111 1 

Porter,  Rev.  E.  G.,  Dorchester i              12 

Powell,  George  May,  Philadelphia,  Pa. i 

Pratt,  S.  Brainard,  Boston 1 

Prentiss,  Prof.  George  L.,  D.D.,  New  York,  N.Y 1 

Putnam,  £.  M.,  Boston i 

Quint,  Rev.  A.  H.,  D.D.,  Boston 4 

Rice,  Rev.  C.  B.,  Danvers 1 

Rich,  Prof.  Thomas  H.,  Lewiston,  Me. i 

Ripon  College,  Ripon,  Wis. 1 

Roberts,  William  H.,  D.D.,  Cincinnati,  O t 

Robie,  Gov.  Frederick,  Gorham^  Me i 

Rockwood,  J.  E.,  Newton  Centre 1 

Salem  Public  Library 1 

Sanders,  Rev.  C.  M.,  Denver,  Col. i 

Sewall,  Rev.  John  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo 2 

Simpson,  Rev.  J.  W.,  D.D.,  Marietta,  0 2 

Smith,  Rev.  W.  Wye,  Newmarket,  Ont. i               4 


Snylh,  Th0«d4.  RottoB  - 

SBcMh.  R«.  I 

Si*i»'>nl,  Ubs  E.  Htnicl.  DoRbaln  .... 

Smnn,  R«.  AUnd.  D.D  .  WMmimur  Wta,  Vl      . 
Suckbildct.  KoirT.  S>llin»n,  Md       .        .        .        .       . 

S<iim,Kt>.  R   &,D.D..  BnotLlTD,  NY 

Stnni,  Rn.  J.  H,  n  D  .  NwHiIkU.  Mim. 

Sinxit,  Ri>.  S.  C.  WcU«kT 

SwOky.  E.  A..  Baum 

Tuur,  Un.  E.  A  .  JickHTllk,  ta 

Tuppni.  Kii(«H.  WhKhala  ..... 

Tayln.  So.  Jtnuuli.  D.D  .  BnwUlH        .... 

IVnton.  D  .  Msnchatef.  fine- 

Tllaaiiwiii.  Re«.  A.  C.  D  D  ,  Rmbnry         .... 

TIXiIbi.  Ri>   K.  P.,  PhD,  Chlu 

ThyttKm,  Riv.  H.  C  Wbm  BunuiUc         .... 

ToM,  ThnniM,  Cnoemil 

Tiinilr  Cullqn,  H»nfonl,  Cl 

Tufti,  Mn.  Anhiu,  koibucy 

TsluCulltsf.  Cnll(s<  Hill 

TVkbtD,  R.T.  J.  H  ,  Hinloni.  Q.  . 

UntM  .lulBi  Bumu  of  EdntiUon,  Wublatlaa.  D.C. 
UutFiJ  $'!»<  IVpiTUDFal  ol  the  Imrrior,  WiiUrSKV,  D.  C 
Uniit.I  ^        .;.;..■..      .     ^  ^u.re,  WKlilngi™,  D.  C 
U»;t.     -  i:>'i.>.  WuhiagtaD.  D.C. 

T.  Uidi.     ,        .        .       , 


r,  N.V. 


I,  D.,  Nt-  Y 
ice  «.,  Bcntor 


Vjld,  J.  T..  M.D..  RldK«>v,  Pi. 
VaLdron,  Kcv.  D.  W..  ItoslDn 
Valkir,  Re>.  GcoitEe  L.,  D.D..  HiK 
Valkit,  Prof.  Willutun.  Hanfnrd,  Cl 
V»ri,  Mn  JcBtph.  Vmtlon,  S.D. 
Vlnl,  Mlu  SuHn  Kiyn,  Newark.  N 
Vard,  Key.  WilUwr  H.,  D  D  ,  Neva 


Whitlni!,  Rf  V.  L 
Liy,  Rev 


Whillleicy.  Rev.  M.  K.,  OiiiM,  [LI 

WIlkDK.  Rev.  WilUain  K.,  D.D.,  M^den 
WilliinuCoIleRt.  Williamiioon      .        .        .        .        . 

Win«r,  Ju.lin,  Cmbridge 

Wlnllinrp.  Hon.  R.  C,  Hmion 

WiKonun  SUIc  Hiitatinl  Socitiy,  Madiwn.  Wli. 
Woiran'a  Bapiisl  Fortign  MiBioMiy  Sockly,  Bimdd  . 
Wonun't  Board  n(  Mlnkmi,  BdHod      .... 

Wood.  Rev,  Will  C.  Boston 

W<n««erSi>cleIyof  Anllquily,  Womiter     . 


■nity,  Nt»  HaMO,  Cl.  . 


D,  Rev.  C.  L.  D.,  Bortan 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTSl 
/«  ike  Ytmr  Om  Tkmmmd  Rigkt  Hmmdwwd  mmd  FifiT/mm-. 
Ax  Act  to  inoarpante  tbe  Congregational  lifaraqr  AmnrlMttm,  at 


Be  a  utaeUd  fy  ike  StmmU  mmi  H^mm  tf  Re^ttnimfimt,  m  Gtmerml  C4 

Sacnoiff  I.  Kafnt  Andcnon,  JoMph  S.  dark*  Jnlias  A.  Pnhner,  tbrir  awnciaff  and 
oesaon,  are  hereby  made  a  corpofation  by  tbe  niic  of  tbe  Concregataonal  Library  Aaaocutton,  at 
Boaton,  for  the  porpoec  of  f  n  iMiih'im,  and  petpetnating  a  norarr  of  the  '**|;«**"*  tdstorj  and 
literature  of  New  Fngland,  and  for  the  crectian  of  a  wmaWe  bmldSng  for  the  aooaomodattoo  of 
the  same,  and  for  the  nae  of  charitable  societies,  vch  aD  the  ponei*  and  pctvileces,  and  subject  to 
aU  the  dudes,  rnlrirtinna,  and  ItaHBtirs  act  forth  m.  the  tonj-foiinh  chapter  of  the  Rerised 
Statutes. 

Sbc  2.  Said  cufpofatioo  may  hold  real  or  personal  estate,  neocaaary  and  cxwrenient  for  the 
purpoees  aforesaud,  to  an  amoont  not  csceeding^  ia  the  whole,  one  hundied  and  fiftr  thousand 
dolurs,  the  incooie  nbeteol  shall  be  drrotod  to  the  aforesaid  pnrposes.  [Approved  bir  the  Gor- 
eriKM-,  April  la,  1854- ] 


B€  it  tnacUd^  etc.,  mt/Mtmtz 

Sacnox  i.    The  Cof^regatsonal  Libranr  Aaaociation,  at   Boston,  if  hcrefar  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  ot  one  hundred  and  fiftr  thmuaod  doflars  in  addition 


to  the  amount  that  said  corytoration  »  now  authorized  bir  law  to  hold :  Dnnided  that  no  part  of 

"ofa  sniiab' 


said  amount  shall  be  ioTested  m  real  estate,  except  in  the  purchase  of  a  sniiable  site,  and  the 
erection  or  preparation  of  a  suitaMr  building,  to  be  osed  for  the  parposcs  of  said  corporation,  a- 
set  forth  in  the  Act  of  Inoorporation  prHscd  April  twelfth,  in  the  rear  eighteen  hundred  anu 
fifty-four. 

Sac  a.    Tins  act  shall  take  effect  froB  and  after  its  piw^gi      (Approved  by  the  Governor, 
April  24,  1856.] 


B«  a  enmcUd,  ttc.t  ms/M^ws: 

Sbcttom  I.  The  Coogrntional  Library  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  change  its 
name,  and  to  take  the  name  of  the  American  Congregational  Asscciation. 

Sbc  s.  In  addition  to  the  powers  beretofore  granted  said  corporatioo.  it  i«  hereby  authnrized 
to  do  such  acts  as  may  promote  the  interest  of  Congregational  chuiches  —  by  pubGshing  worlu :  by 
furnishing  libraries  and  pecuniary  aid  to  parishes,  churches,  and  Sabfaaih-«chook ;  promoting 
friendly  intercourse  and  cooperation  among  CoogregationaJ  mintsters  and  churches,  and  «ith 
other  denominafions :  and  by  collfcting  and  (fisburang  funds  for  the  above  object. 

Sac  3.    This  act  shall  take  t&etX  on  its  passage.    [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  i  V>4.] 


Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  ms /eOews: 

Sacnox  i.  The  American  Congregational  AModatian,  at  Boston,  i«  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  amount  that  said  corporatioo  is  now  authorized  by  law  to  hold 

Sbc  2.  Tfab  act  shaU  uke  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the  Governor.  February 
24,  i87«-] 


Be  it  emacUdf  etc.,  as/eUsmsi 

SacnoM  I.  The  American  Ccragreeatiooal  Asvxiation  is  hereby  authorized  to  increase  its 
CKf^tal  stock  by  adding  thereto  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  invent 
such  portion  thereof  in  real  and  personal  estate  as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  incorporated. 

Sbc  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved,  February  21,  1S93.] 


CONSTITUTION. 

Akticlb  I.    The  name  of  this  body  shall  be  the  Amebic  an  Cosoaar.ATioNAL  A'^soctation. 
Abt.   II.     The  ciject  of  thi%  Asvxiation  \\»3iCi  be  to  secure  the  maintenaiicc,  in  ;he  c:y  cf 
Boston,  of  a  Co.Hoaa/^ATiONAL  HotiE,  for  the  meetings  of  the  b'idy,  :hc  acconiin<<ia:i . n  cf  i:* 

I  ".ibrary '  :' *:•  ic^k*. 
and  t'l  Ci  » hat- 
Congregational  hi<.-r>.  ird 
promote  the  general  interests  of  the  Conprgati^ma]  church*^. 

Abt.  III.    Thi«  Asvxiazion  •.hall  be  comfio*<d  *A  Cynhrninx  Congrq^tionaIi«ts,  who.  hari-j 
been  nooanatad  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  shall  have  been  admitted  to  membership  by  bailee  a; 


SocntRT)'  ind  Tin 

Art.  V.    Thcanpiul  meclinBt  lor  Iha  choke  o(  oAcen.  and  for  «her  biBiactA  4ppTfqiTnl« 

'    la  ftucb  ipeuinfpk,  klmll  be  held  Ut  Vawm^  on  Tuodiiy  preceding  Uie  Us(  Wrdncfldav  in  Mar,  is 

«ach   vaar,  ai    13  a'dock  M.      Special   niefl1in)p  DUir   be  eaUsd  ax   any  fhhe   br  the    fiuiv   of 

Dlrvclcn-    The  annui  und  alJ  special  meei]i>B«  mubi  be  called  by  pubkUhed  ainkes  id  ihe 

"  -'     '        ■■  *       '  '  ■  pcrs  Dl   Bostan,  il  leiH  one  week   pntinul.     Tfreaqr 

ny  annual  neeliiit  by  ■  wu  b(  Iwo  lluidi 
DO  ol  the  BWun  oE  nw  pMpOKd  alKntlaa 


OriiwdCPI  ConprgBliotud  mcUy  neoiiupers  orBiBton, 


BY-LAWS. 

TING.  TbeeieicUuiluUtic:  (1)  Prayer.  (1)  Huiingnportsuf  Din 
InK  lepgrli  Id  make,  (3)  ActtoQ  upQP  <udi  nporli  miuiniii;  nAuiq. 
1}  Such  other  buiineia  aa  may  nroperiy  be  doae. 
The  IHreetm:  ^1]  ilull  B>  Ih^  OYm  tbnei  ol  m«li«  and  the  neltu 
9;  (t1  devt  appoint  kitd  regulate  a  publk  tneetlng  oftbe  Abociatinr 
vrheDever  deemed  expedienll    iii  at  their  fiist  meeling  alter  apptnnti 


Library  Camminee  —  each  of  11 

I  ihall  be  aiqinintL-d  1  {4)  ihall,  ut 


11  charge  at  (he  Ci>ni;regallnna 

„„.dcareot  that  building ;  and  1 

□f  the  Librariin,  apptrint  aad  fix  the  Hilary  of 


i[  three  memben— u  lerre  for 

thchiiuUcif  theTreasu 
:,  e«abli!di  tlic  rentmll, 


the. 


1  ltn«eeded 


ItllHTnd  beil'uieiilnq-a  'nl 'thejibra'^"  '(sTiiudi  mkki 
rilue,  luggcstinfE  to  the  AtwodntlDn  luch  action  as  in 
>}  Al  (he  apemnE  <**  each  Directon'  meeting  the  mi 
tpiiraved,  and  a  ilucket  of  biuLneH.  which 


d  uinn. 

iR  LiBBARt.K.    The  Ubmrian:  (■)>hallhav 

[Sort's  1» cl'm^il; To  ih^lf^re  >uc^  ai^ 
'    lioiis  therein ;  (1)  shaU  acknowledge  all  d.>i 


(5)  diiillre'iiimtolbelliiwon.  .., , _^ , , 

the  dlrcuDm  nl  the 'i'5br'(^CrMniniltni''«>"tiidl  be  h'e'd  pervin^y ^"iisiUe  il'iat'^veiy  simtler, 

enl.'r the nxnn, linrallow any o'le  ehl^entef'lifwhh'any li^ht  ilnt  i«^d  oilliin  a lailtem'! "iS 
iluU  iindi;ruDdrcun»laT>cci  allntr  a  fcerinene  or  tphit  lamp  tu  be  taken  into  or  u<«d  iliereini  (7} 
shall  be  iireienl  In  the  lilirary  himsi-lf,  or  by  an  aaasbml  appmveii  by  the  Llliraiy  Cnnmiiiiee, 
during  the  htitn  prescribed  fnr  iti  Ix-lni;  open,  and  exercise  ciitistant  vi>xilance  leal  the  litararr 
siiffiT  ftinn  uiitiUKtH-onhy  per^(nls;  (,H)  shall  have  power  to  vxrlude  any  pcrKtn  rrm-iniE  liimsetf 
uniionliy:  (g)  and  >hj11  keep  all  ijieiH.illy  valuable  liKok*,  ^1snn^crlI<(«.  and  cuiioutiea  under  bck 

iV.'  TiiK  JliiinAlTy.  'to  No  h.,lA,"^mphlrt,'nwnu»crlpI,  or  .rthc'r  (ullLlo"shall  be  l«ned 

the  Library  Coniniittee ;  nor  Mi.iU  such  bookj  and  inanuncrlins  as  tliry  mayd'sjcnate  be  loaned 
under  any  circumslancca.  On  bii  o«n  lienonal  resnoniibilily,  hcnvcver,  ibe  Lilnarian  n>ay  alliiw 
such  books  or  pamphlels  »  he  knows  can  be  easily  duplicated,  to  be  so  loaned  lor  a  pcri.^  not  10 

be  dlainoly  marked  ai  in  pmiwrty.    rjrThe1ri)ramThiln'l»'ien'on'all*we*k^ai^,  e\r^^^^ 

ol  public  oliKrtance,  durins  such  houri  ti  sball  be  ordered  by  the  Uireciun  upon  advure  of  the 


/ 


if^db  ij/ 


\ 


